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Name 

Alexander,  James 
Amalfitano,  James 
Anagnos ,  Theodore 
Arthur,  Dwight 
Atherton,  Frances 
Averi ,  Edward 

Bailey,  Rev.  Dennis  C. 
Bassett,  John 
Benson,  June 
Bishop,  Elbert 
Blake,  Donald 
Bond,  Louis 
Bowers,  Thomas  Jr. 
Brabam,  Harold 
Bradley,  Madeline 
Bragg,  Kenneth  B. 
Bresnahan,  Rev.  Paul 
Brooke,  Senator  Edward 
Bryant,  Rev.  Bradford 
Buchwald,  Albert 
Burns,  Caroline  &  John 

Capizzo,  G.A. 
Case,  John  M. 
Casey,  Grace 
Casey,  Richard 
Chaffee,  Janet 
Cheesborough,  Wilfred 
Clemenzi,  John 
Cloherty,  Charles  E. 
Colbert,  R.  Britton 
Cooper,  Ila 
Conroy,  Catherine 
Corrigan,  Rev.  Thomas 
Cox,  Russell 
Craven,  Representative 
Craven,  John 
Croty,  Edward 
Culbreath,  Elizabeth 

Danovitch,  Representative  Alan 

Delaney,  Lee 

Denbow,  Lawrence 

Dickinson,  Robert 

Dineen,  Joseph 

Doogan,  James 

Doogan,  Ruth 

Downey ,  Leo  X . 


Area 

South  End 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
Walpole 

Jamaica  Plain 
Brookline 
Roslindale 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 
West  Roxbury 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Hyde  Park 
Regional 
South  End 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Wellesley 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roxbury 

Norwood 

Hamilton 

Jamaica  Plain 

Milton 

West  Roxbury 

Roslindale 

Regional 

Norwood 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roxbury 

Walpole 

Jamaica  Plain 

Boston 

West  Roxbury 

Westwood 

Walpole 

Walpole 

Boston 
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Doyle,  Joseph 
Driscoll,  Kathleen 
Dubinsky,  Jan 
Duhms ,  Linda 
Dunham,  Stephen 

Emse,  Felix 

Fandel,  Rose 
Fenton,  Chester 
Findlen,  Robert 
Foley,  Charles 
Foley,  Mary 
Fortune,  Walter 
Fox,  Jean 
Frasso,  Theresa 
Frazier,  Clark 

Gallaher,  James 
Gately,  Irene 
Giandomenico,  Richard 
Gill,  Frances 
Gilmore,  Marvin 
Giunta,  George 
Godino,  Robert 
Goodrich,  John 
Griffin,  Paul  M. 

Hammer,  Arthur 

Hanley,  Henry 

Hanley,  Matthew  &  Elaine 

Hanson,  Erling 

Harris,  Leslie 

Hayes,  Michael 

Heerde,  Charlotte 

Hersey,  Henry 

Hill,  Geary 

nines,  Margery 

Holcombe,  Waldo 

Hourihan,  William 

Howze,  Alpha  L. 

Hughes,  Thomas 

Hunkel,  Janet 

Jackson,  Herb 
Jones,  Hugh 
Jones ,  Patrick 
Joyce,  Joseph 


Area 

Jamaica  Plain 
Worcester 
Jamaica  Plain 
Billerica 
South  End 

Mansfield 

Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Dedham 
Needham 
Norwood 
Roxbury 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
South  End 

Regional 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Regional 
Needham 
West  Roxbury 
South  End 
Regional 

Roslindale 
Pawtucket,  RI 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
Dedham 
Milton 

Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
South  End 

Roxbury 
Regional 
Dorchester 
Jamaica  Plain 
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Kahn,  Charlotte 

Kane,  Margaret 

Kane,  William 

Karg,  William 

Kendrigan,  G.M. 

Kenney,  Robert 

Kiely,  Eugene  F. 

Killeen,  Francis 

Killeen,  Francis  &  Winnefred 

Kimball,  Dierdra 

Kreismanis,  Terge 

Kunz,  Eben 

Kuttner,  William 

Langer,  Alexander 
Langer,  Rose 
Lanier,  Elizabeth 
Larkin,  Mary 
Leary,  Richard 
LeClair,  John 
Lemarick,  Beth 
Lester,  Steve 
Lewis,  David 
Lieprins,  Baiba 
Lieprins,  K. 
Lieprins,  R. 
Lovinger,  Robert 
Lowell,  Ralph 

Maclnnis,  Alec  &  Rita 
Marr,  Daniel 
Martin,  Lorraine 
Mathis,  Robert 
McLeod,  Bruce 
McMillan,  Thomas  R. 
McNally,  Gerald 
Metten,  William 
Meyer,  Herbert  M. 
Minich,  Joanne 
Mitchell,  Beverly 
Mittell,  David  A.  Jr. 
Moore,  Blanche 
Morgan,  Gertrude 
Morrissey,  Kermit 
Morse,  David 
Mulvey,  Philip  F. 
Murphy,  Edward 


Area 

Roxbury 
Roslindale 
Regional 
South  End 
Regional 
Regional 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
South  End 
Roxbury 

Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
Boston 

Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Boston 
Needham 

Jamaica  Plain 

South  Boston 

Jamaica  Plain 

Holbrook 

Needham 

Sharon 

Somerset 

Jamaica  Plain 

Regional 

Wellesley 

Roxbury 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roslindale 

Jamaica  Plain 

Boston 

Jamaica  Plain 

Needham 

Newton 
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Nelson,  Constance 
Nelson,  Robert 

O'Laughlin,  Francis 
Oliver,  Charles 
Orange,  Winnefred 
Oshima,  William 

Peacock,  Eleanor 
Perkins,  Frances 
Pierce,  Richard 
Pino,  John 
Puleo,  Stefana 

Quigley,  Helen 

Raghavan,  Chitra 
Redd ,  Edward 
Reilly,  Frank 
Reynolds,  Loretta 
Riley,  John 
Riley,  Mary 
Robash,  Karl 
Robinson,  Katherine 
Rosenbaum,  Femke 
Ruddock,  Robert 
Ryan,  Thomas 
Ryder,  Kenneth 

Saltonstall,  Leverett 

Saunders,  Stephen 

Silverman,  Eleanore 

Small,  Mark  L. 

Small,  Thomas  L. 

Smith,  Dauna  L. 

Smith,  Nate 

Smith,  Ralph 

Solomon,  Joel 

Staley,  John 

Straight,  Commissioner  Susan 

Stukl,  Gertrude 

Sturgis,  Robert 

Sullivan,  John  J. 

Tangney,  Eileen 
Tedeschi,  Louis 
Thibeault,  William 


Area 

Jamaica  Plain 
Boston 

Westwood 
Needham 
Jamaica  Plain 
Boston 

Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Newtonville 

Roxbury 

Roxbury 

Needham 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roslindale 

Jamaica  Plain 
Regional 
South  Boston 
Boston 

Needham 

Roslindale 

Boston 

Sharon 

Dover 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roxbury 

Jamaica  Plain 

Newtonville 

Regional 

Hyde  Park 

Cambridge 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roslindale 

Roxbury 

Canton 
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Thomson,  Vivienne 
Thompson,  Samuel 
Torrado,  Miguel 
Tichnor,  Alan 
Tuohey ,  Mi chae 1 

Verrett,  John 
Vitagliano,  John 

Walsh,  John 
Watts,  Mattie 
Wepsic,  Karen 
Wheeler,  Mary 
White ,  Mayor  Kevin 
White,  Robert 
Wilson,  Ronald 
Winbourne,  Susan 

Zaitzesky,  Whit 


Peti 
Peti 
Peti 
Peti 
Peti 
Peti 
Peti 
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tion 
tion 
tion 
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tion 


8  signatures) 
37  signatures) 
54  signatures) 
50  signatures) 
1500  signatures) 

465  signatures) 
2400  signatures) 

800  signatures) 


Area 

Jamaica  Plain 
Roxbury 
Regional 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 

Sharon 
Regional 

West  Roxbury 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Regional 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain 


Jamaica  Plain 
Jamaica  Plain 


Jamaica  Plain 

Stone  &  Webster 

rail  passengers 

West  Roxbury,  Roslindale 
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532     MASSACHUSETTS     AVENUE,    BOSTON 


SOCIETY,       INC. 

MASSACHUSETTS     02118 


June  22,    1976 


Mr.  Frederick  P.  Salvucci,  Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Transportation  and  Construction 

One  Ashburton  Place        16th  Floor 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02108 


RECEIVED 

JUN2  4  10"'^ 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
TRANS.  &  CONST. 


Dear  Secretary  Salvucci: 

The  South  End  Historical  Society  supports  the  application  of  the  MBTA  for 
a  federal  capital  improvement  grant  of  $313,418,498  for  new  rail  facilities 
in  the  Southwest  Corridor.   The  South  End  represents  the  largest  remaining 
planned  Victorian  community  in  this  country  and  as  such  has  been  recognized 
as  a  National  Register  District.   We  assume  that  the  project  will  be  reviewed 
by  the  Massachusetts  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Elizabeth  Amadon,  although 
this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  preliminary  impact  statement.   It  is  therefore 
critical  that  items  of  the  proposed  project  be  designed  to  be  compatible  in 
scale  with  the  siorrounding  brick  residences  dating  from  the  mid-1800 's.   To 
achieve  this  goal  we  recommend  that  the  process  of  neighborhood  involvement 
as  initiated  in  the  preliminary  planning  stages  continue  throughout  the 
development  of  the  project. 

As  the  "Local  Historical  Society"  for  the  South  End,  we  offer  the  following 
comments  and  support  on  specific  aspects  of  the  design  as  proposed  to  date: 

A.   South  Cove  Portal  to  Back  Bay  Station 

1)   We  support  the  selection  of  Proposal  SC-2  for  a  tunnel  in  this  area, 
both  to  prevent  demolition  of  existing  housing  on  Cazenove  and  St. 
Charles  Streets  and  also  to  limit  the  width  of  on-grade  track  which 
will  further  separate  the  South  End  from  downtown  Boston. 
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2)   We  support  the  use  of  appropriate  and  compatible  landscaping, 

screening  and  track  covering  in  this  unique  small  scale  residential 
zone. 

B.  Back  Bay  Station 

1)  The  South  End  Historical  Society  requests  that  one  of  its  members 
be  on  the  designer  selection  committee  for  this  key  element  in  the 
proposed  system,  whether  for  rehabilitation  or  new  construction. 

A  suggestion  of  this  type  was  made  by  the  Boston  Transportation 
Planning  Review  at  a  presentation  to  the  South  End  Historical 
Board  of  Directors. 

2)  If  a  new  station  is  required  at  Back  Bay,  we  would  recommend 
incorporating  the  existing  iron  and  glass  canopy  along  the  south 
side  of  the  structure  into  the  new  design. 

C.  Back  Bay  Station  to  Massachusetts  Avenue 

1)  We  basically  support  the  goals  and  recommendations  of  the  South  End/ 
St.  Botolph  Street  Task  Force.   In  particular  we  feel  that  a  cover 
(scaled  to  surrounding  buildings)  to  alleviate  the  visual  and  noise 
intrusion  of  the  new  service  is  necessary.   Rebuilding  and  redesign 
of  Claremont  and  Carleton  Streets  with  appropriate  brick  walls,  iron 
fence  and  landscaping,  on  both  sides  of  the  right  of  way,  is  necessary 
to  provide  minimiam  intrusion  into  this  National  Register  District. 

2)  We  recommend  that  the  structure  on  the  East  side  of  Massachusetts 
Avenue  next  to  the  tracks  be  retained  as  it  provides  continuity  to  the 
street  in  both  scale  and  texture.   The  structure  on  the  west  side 
should,  if  possible,  be  utilized  for  the  proposed  station  or  at  least 
the  new  station  must  continue  the  scale  and  massing  of  the  adjacent 
structures. 

We  have  assiimed,  as  outlined  in  the  preliminary  impact  statement  report,  that 
all  measures  possible,  i.e.  new  welded  track  and  roadbed,  etc.,  will  be  taken 
to  solve  sound,  drainage  and  other  environmental  impact  problems. 
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One  important  item,  not  covered  in  this  report,  is  the  disposition  of  the 
existing  copper  clad  stations  on  the  Orange  line  at  Dover  and  Northampton 
Streets.  We  recommend  that  they  be  incorporated  into  the  new  stations  or 
pedestrian  overpasses. 

We  look  forward  to  the  success  of  this  most  significant  project  which  we 
feel  will  further  revitalize  and  enhance  the  South  End  neighborhood,  while 
preserving  its  historic  character. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SOUTH  END  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 


James  G.  Alexander,  President 

a/s 

cc:   Tony  Pangaro, 

Boston  Central  Transportation  Planning  Systems 

Board  of  Directors, 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 


THE  THIRD  NAIL  inc. 


THIRD  NAIL  POSITION  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PROJECT 


Mr.  Robert  Kiley,  Chairman 
Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
45  High  Street 
Boston,  Mas.s;jchusL't  Ls 

Dear  Mr.  Kiley: 

My  name  is  James  Amalfitano.   I  am  the  Director  of  The  Third  Nail,  Inc. 
a  non-profit  community  drug  rehabilitation  center  located  at  1170  Columbus 
Avenue,  Roxbury  Crossing. 

For  the  past  five  years  The  Third  Nail,  Inc.  has  occupied  the  large  brick 
building  at  Roxbury  Crossing  which  was  formerly  the  historic  District  10 
Police  Station.   Constructed  in  the  early  1870s,  this  building  has  been  an 
area  landmark  for  over  a  century.   In  1970  as  part  of  the  effort  to  halt  the 
then  South  West  Expressway,  the  community  fought  to  preserve  important  re- 
maining buildings  located  within  the  corridor  which  were  part  of  the  neigh- 
l)or-Iiood  in  ordcf  to  soften  the  impjct  of  the  clearance  for  the  highway.   The 
District  10  Police  Station  was  one  of  these  buildings,  and  through  community 
efforts  and  the  good  will  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Works,  a  growing,  conmiunity  based  drug  rehabilitation  center,  called 
The  Third  Nail,  Inc.,  was  allowed  to  temporarily  occupy  this  valued  building. 

At  a  time  before  adaptive  reuse  and  historic  preservation  was  fashionable, 
the  Third  Nail  successfully  transformed  this  building  through  self-help  into 
a  home  for  their  residential  and  out  patient  drug  rehabilitation  programs. 
It  is  this  building  and  Parcel  24,  which  we  have  occupied  for  the  past  five 
years  which  is  so  crucial  to  our  long  range  goals,  and  which  we  seek  to  save 
from  unnecessary  demolition  under  this  project. 

For  the  past  five  years  we  have  been  an  active  and  viable  community  based 
alternative  to  nKarccrntion  for  those  young  men  and  women  who  are  seeking 
help  in  becoming  free  from  drug  and  alcohol  addictions. 

We  have  developed  many  agency  affiliations;  worked  closely  with  the  Roxbury, 
Mission  Hill,  Jamaica  Plain,  South  End,  Columbia  Point  and  Dorchester  com- 
munities. We  feel  the  services  we  provide  are  irreplaceable  and  the  support 
which  those  communities  give  us  vital. 

At  this  time  of  unrest  and  increasing  violence,  drug  and  alcohol  addictions 
are  rapidly  increasing  throughout  our  communities.   Programs  like  The  Third 
Nail  provide  positive  alternatives;  structured  activities,  supervised 
residential  settings,  groups  and  individual  counseling  services  to  help 
develop  constructive  and  self-sufficient  life-styles. 

A  NGN  PROFIT  COMMUNITY  DRUG  REHABILITATION  CENTER 

1170  COLUMBUS  AVENUE  /  ROXBURY  CROSSING  /  MASSACHUSETTS  02120  (617)  445-6142 
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Presently,  we  are  funded  for  32  residential  and  50  out  patient  members  by 

the  National  Institute  on  Drug  Abuse  and  the  Massachusetts  Division  of 

Drug  Rehabilitation.   We  are  licensed  by  the  Department  of  Mental  Health 

and  we  soon  hope  to  become  accreditee'  by  the  Joint  CoTiini"s:on  on  Accreditation 

of  Hospitals  and  Drug  Abuse  Treatment  and  Rehabilitation  Programs.  Approximately 

100  persons  are  directly  dependent  upon  The  Third  Nail,  Inc.  for  residentail 

quarters,  rehabilitative  services  and  jobs. 

We  have  reviewed  the  various  alternatives  within  the  Environmental  Impact 
Analysis  and  it  is  readily  apparent  that  the  existing  Third  Nail  building  can 
be  preserved  under  the  fully  depressed  scheme  at  Roxbury  Crossing  with  minor 
adjustment  to  tTie  proposed  adjacent  arterial  street  at  that  point. 

We  are  concerned  that  the  Environmental  Impact  Analysis  neglected  to  evaluate 
the  negative  impact  which  destruction  of  The  Third  Nail  building  will  have  in 
the  community.  Neither  the  historic  aspects  of  the  building  nor  the  environ- 
mental advantages  of  retaining  a  building  which  has  been  a  part  of  the  fabric 
of  the  community  for  so  long  were  even  addressed.   The  positive  social  and 
community  impact  which  the  program  has  provided  to  the  community  from  this 
location  was  never  addressed.   Nor  the  problem  which  community  service  halfway 
houses  such  as  The  Third  Nail  have  in  attaining  community  acceptance  and 
location  which  would  have  to  be  faced,  if  The  Third  Nail  were  forced  to  re- 
locate.  In  the  concentration  of  technological  aspects  of  the  E.I. A.  many 
social,  historical  and  human  values  have  been  casually  bypassed. 

While  the  fully  depressed  scheme  can  allow  The  Third  Nail  building  to  be 
saved  with  community  benefit,  it  also  allows  for  a  cleaner  transition  for  the 
proposed  Tremont  Street/New  Dudley  Street  cross  street  and  does  not  necessitate 
large  scale  earth  moving  and  grade  changes  extending  far  into  the  community. 
We  support  limiting  the  Arterial  Street  through  Roxbury  to  four  moving  lanes. 

From  our  review  of  the  E.I. A.  it  is  apparent  that  the  modified  depression  will 
cause  far  greater  adverse  impact  on  the  community  in  the  Roxbury  Crossing  area 
and  elsewhere.  Specifically  at  Roxbury  Crossing  we  see  the  following  strongly 
negative  impacts: 

1.  necessity  of  raising  existing  ground  levels  12  to  18  feet  in  order  to 
accommodate  a  Tremont  Street/New  Dudley  Cross  Street  causing  considerable 
disruption  of  existing  topography,  neighborhood  scale,  existing  streets  and 
utilities; 

2.  requires  the  creation  of  numerous  detrimental  retaining  walls  extending 
far  back  into  the  Mission  Hill  and  Roxbury  communities  and  necessitating 
additional  land  takings; 

3.  destroy  the  ground  floor  of  buildings  in  the  Mission  Hill  (and  Bromley 
Heath)  housing  projects  by  burying  the  first  12  to  14  feet  of  the  existing 
buildings  creating  additional  structural,  psychological  and  economic  problems 
to  an  alrciidy  fragile  situation; 
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4.  raising  the  existing  grade  on  the  Roxbury  side  will  also  eliminate  the 
natural  elevational  buffer  and  separation  which  exists  between  the  existing 
residential  neighborhood  along  Centre  Street,  Anita  Terrace,  Elmwood  Place 
and  the  new  cbvclopment  parcels  tentatively  designated  tor  a  new  Roxbury 
Community  College.   The  issue  of  adjacency  of  the  existing  residential 
neighborhood  to  the  proposed  college  or  other  large  scale  development  on 
these  parcesl  will  be  critical; 

5.  noise  and  visual  pollution  will  be  far  easier  to  solve  under  a  fully 
depressed  scheme. 

We  are  confident  that  a  modified  depression  compared  to  a  fully  depressed 
scheme  will  extend  negative  impacts  from  this  project  into  the  community. 

We  would  like  to  stress  that  saving  the  valued  building  such  as  the  existing 
Roxbury  Crossing  District  10  building  for  the  community  is  not  without 
precedence  in  the  Boston  area.   Many  of  the  City  of  Boston's  former  historic 
public  facilities  have  been  preserved  and  given  to  community  reuse.   To  give 
a  few  examples  we  cite  the  former  Joy  Street  Police  Station  on  Beacon  Hill 
now  that  community's  neighborhood  center,  the  District  16  Police  Station  in 
the  Back  Bay  now  a  part  of  the  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  the  Old  City 
Hall,  and  many  buildings  in  Roxbury  presently  being  put  to  adaptive  reuse. 
It  is  important  to  a  neighborhood's  sense  of  time  and  place  to  retain  buildings 
from  the  past  wherever  possible. 

As  part  of  our  effort  to  save  this  building  and  our  home  we  have  also  initiated 
meetings  with  the  Roxbury  Community  College  to  pursue  areas  where  our  programs 
could  mesh  with  their  educational  programs.  We  feel  that  a  positive  plan  can 
be  developed  which  will  save  the  buildings,  save  our  program  and  still  allow 
for  a  new  community  college. 

In  this  statement  for  the  public  hearing  we  have  concentrated  our  comments  as 
they  affect  us  and  Roxbury  Crossing.  Elsewhere,  as  a  member  of  the  South  West 
Corridor  Land  Development  Coalition  (SWCC)  we  strongly  support  the  position 
of  that  organization  as  spokesmen  for  the  various  community  groups  along  the 
corridor.  We  strongly  endorse  the  fine  work  and  conscientious  effort  of  the 
S.W.C.C.  staff  to  insure  community  participation  and  protect  neighborhood 
interests.   They  have  been  of  valuable  assistance  to  us. 

Traditionally,  it  is  difficult  for  a  drug  rehabilitation  program  to  be  in- 
troduced and  become  accepted  within  neighborhoods.   At  Roxbury  Crossing  we 
have  become  a  part  of  the  community,  developed  roots  and  contributed  to  the 
well  being  of  the  community.   If  our  Third  Nail  home  is  demolished  unnecessaril)' 
by  the  Southweat  Corridor  Orange  Line  relocation,  we  seriously  doubt  if  our 
program  can  survive . 

espectfully  submitted, 

A 


^Ames  v.  amalfitano 

-'  Project  Director  CC:   Elbert  Bishop 
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276  Amory  Street  JamaicaPlain.Massachus^tts  02150,  JA4-3630 
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On  May  12,  1976,  the  Board  of  the  JamaiJsra  Plain 
Neighborhood  House  voted  to  accept  the  following  statement 
regarding  the  Southwest  Corridor  Transportation  project. 

The  Jamaica  Plain  Neighborhood  House  incorporated  in 
1906  has  a  long  tradition  of  providing  responsive  and 
comprehensive  services  to  the  changing  population  of 
Jamaica  Plain.   Taking  its  place  in  the  network  of  settlement 
houses  founded  at  the  tarn  of  the  century, the  Neighborhood 
House  continues  to  serve  an  economically  and  culturally 
diverse  population  of  well  over  1200  clients.   V/e  provide 
a  range  of  children 'sprograms  for  all  ages  which  include  recre 
recreation,  summercamps,  arts  programs,  and  daycare  for 
both  preschool  and  school  age  children. 

At  present  we  oversee  the  operation  of  two  buildings 
both  located  along  the  Corridor  in  South  Central  Jamaica 
Plain.   The  Neighborhood  House  at  276  Amory  Street  has  received 
a  community  development  grant  which  will  renovate  and 
restore  this  facility.   The  Amor'to  Community 
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Center  at  121  Amory  Street  is  located  next  to  the  railroad 
near  Jackson  Sq.  newly  rehabbed  by  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  is  licensed  for  daycare  by  the  state.  The  large 
yard  which  surrounds  the  building  is  the  only  green  outdoor 
playspace  between  Franklin  Park  and  Lamartine  Street. 
We  are  concerned  with  every  aspect  of  this  project  as 
it  affects  the  future  of  our  agency  and  the  hundreds  of 
clients  we  serve.   Currentl  90^^  of  our  school  age  children 
walk  to  our  buildings.  Located  along  Amory  Street  we  ; 
attract  children  from  Center  Street  out  as  far  as  Forest 
Hills.   By  crossing  many  neighborhoods  we  acheive  naturally 
a  racial  and  economic  balance  of  children.  We  are  concerned 
that  this  corridor  could  affectively  creid;e  a  barrier 
too  difficult  and  dangerous  for  children  to  cross.  We  are 
concerned  for  the  safty  of  our  children.  V/e  are  concerned 
for  the  quality  and  integrety  of  our  neighborhood. 
We  have  studied  carefully  the  environmental  impact  statement 
as  the  quality  of  our  physical  environment  sill  be  affected. 
We  are  particularily  concerned  wtth  our  daycare  programs 
and     the  negative  effect  of  constant  noise  on  young 
children. . 
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276  Amory  Street  Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130,  JA4-3630 

Our  Daycare  center  is  set  back  from  Amory  Street  and 
presently  is  an  ideat  setting  for  children,  quiet  and  light. 
We  forsee  the  possibility  of  our  facilities  dominated 
by  high  noise  and  pollution  levels. 

As  a  result,  The  Jamaica  Plain  Neighborhood  House  takes 

a  position  against  the  construction  of  the  Arterial 

Road  from  Jackson  Sq  to  Forest  Hills.  We  bej.ieve  that  this 

road  would  not  serve     our  coflimnnity     and  would   adversly 

affect  the   future   and  goals   of  this   agency^  ift   ov.X'   oomin\iiiii-ty. 

We  strongly  support  the  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line 

Rapid  Transit.   Regarding  the  design  of  the  Depression 

we  believe  that  this  train  system  could  be  built  so  as 

not  to  e*issst  the  same  negative  results  discussed  here 

and  that  in  order  to  be  acceptable  to  our  community  it 

must  not  create  a  dangerous  physical  barrier,  It  must 
ret.'^.ii'^ .  the  intrgrety  if  the  neighborhood  and  it  must  keep 

all  noise  and  pollution  levels  low.  V/e 

beST 

believe  this  would-be  achieved  1»eet  with  a  full  depression. 

If  some  compremise  is  necessary,  the  coramuinJJ  must  be 
invotyed  in  those  deeisions  which  will  affect  our  lives. 
The  Jamaica  Plain  Neighborhood  House  will  continue  to 
work  for  a  future  for  Jamai cU^^Sg^   as  a  model  of  community 
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development,  integration,  and  most  important  quality- 
urban  living  which  «tiE^  include  a  transit  system  sensitivly 
designed  to  inhance  th^ap  qualities. 


submitted  by  Frances  Atherton 
staff;  J. P.  Neighborhood  House 
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THE  TOWN  OF  WALPOLE 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  TOWN  HALL 

EDWARD  F.  AVERI,  Chairman  Walpole,  Massachusetts  02081 

FRANK  A.  FARINACCI,  Clerk  (617)668-0658 

ROBERT  W.  FOSTER 
THOMAS  H.  McCORMACK 
JOHN  F.  CAMPBELL 

June  16,  1976 

RECEIVED 

Mr.  Frederick  P.  Salvucci  '. 

Secretary  of  Transportation  '■.  j(^iN  1  g  ^ni- 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Executive  Office  of  Transportation  &  Construction  vrHCC  OF  THt  bL^.v^.r^i^y  n-: 

One  Ashburton  Place  IHAH^.  &  CON'sr 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 

Dear  Sir 

As  the  public  hearing  on  the  Southwest  Corridor  approaches,  it  again  becomes 
necessary  for  this  Board  to  go  on  record  against  the  proposals  as  presently 
configured. 

The  Town  of  Walpole  is  against  the  demolition  of  the  present  four-track  railroad 
mainline  embankment  between  Back  Bay  and  Hyde  Park  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  It  serves  no  transportation  benefit.    There  will  be  no  significant  improve- 
ment in  transportation  service  to  present  or  future  riders  when  the  project 
is  completed.    In  the  case  of  the  railroad  riders,  there  will  actually  be 
regression  since  the  present  four  tracks  will  be  replaced  by  two  rapid 
transit  and  three  railroad  tracks.    This  is  a  step  backward  for  Amtrak  and 
commuter  rail  regardless  of  the  proposed  upgrading  of  the  Midland  route 
which  does  not  travel  via  Back  Bay. 

2.  Service  to  Back  Bay  station  will  be  interrupted  for  the  duration  of  the  project 
(estimated  at  at  least  four  years. )    Almost  50%  of  commuter  rail  riders  use 
Back  Bay.    It  is  not  inconceivable  that  a  large  number  of  these  riders  would 
seek  more  acceptable  alternatives  (i.e.  auto)  rather  than  put  up  with 
"temporary"  solutions. 

3.  Commuter  rail  to  Needham  would  be  discontinued  temporarily,  if  not 
permanently.    Loss  of  Needham  patronage,  plus  loss  of  those  Back  Bay 
riders  switching  to  other  modes  would  put  the  future  of  the  remaining  com- 
muter rail  service  on  Con  Rail  Boston  area  in  jeopardy.    Rail  service  is  a 
volume  business.    Any  serious  loss  in  this  volume  would  increase  costs  to 
the  point  where  the  remaining  patronage  would  not  support  this  alternative 
to  the  automobile. 


Mr.  Salvucci  -  2  -  June  16,  1976 


4.  The  new  Orange  Line  as  proposed  along  the  railroad  grade  would  be  further 
removed  from  the  communities  which  it  presently  serves  in  Jamaica  Plain 
and  Roxbury.    What  economic  and  transportation  sense  is  it  to  build  two 
similar  modes  in  the  same  corridor  to  compete  with  each  other?    The  prob- 
lems with  the  Haymarket-North  Orange  Line  extension  competing  with  the 
Boston  &  Maine's  Reading  Branch  is  a  case  in  point. 

5.  We  feel  far  more  effective  use  could  be  made  of  the  $391  million  earmarked 
for  this  project  by  improving  and  upgrading  the  existing  embankment  and  by 
relocating  the  orange  line  to  a  route  more  closely  following  its  present 
alignment. 

We  feel  a  sense  of  urgency  on  this  proposal  since  the  present  commuter  rail  lines 

are  being  allowed  to  deteriorate  still  further  in  spite  of  official  pronouncements  of  major 

upgrading  and  investment. 

In  our  opinion,  far  more  transportation  benefit  will  result  in  investing  the  requested 
funds  into  existing  commuter  rail  and  a  more  centrally  located  orange  line. 


Yours  truly 


Edward  F.  Averi,  Chairman 
Walpole  Board  of  Selectmen 

cc:    Senator  Kennedy 

Senator  Brooke 

Representative  Moakley 

Secretary  Coleman 

Mr.  Stowell 

Senator  Timilty 

Representative  Danovitch 

Mr.  Kiley 

Mr.  Gunn 

Boards  of  Selectmen:    Norwood 
Sharon 
Canton 
Needham 


©j^ntral  (Enngregattnnal  Oliiurrij      ^V 

(United  Church  of  Christ) 
85   SEAVERNS   AVENUE.    JAMAICA   PLAIN     (BOSTON),    MASSACHUSETTS    02130 

TEL.    (617)    524-3343 

Minister 

REV.  DENNIS  BAILEY 

3  REVERE  ST.,  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

(BOSTON),  MASSACHUSETTS  02130 

TEL.  (617)  524-4311, 

June  7,  1976 

Dear  Hearing  Committee  on  the  Proposed  Arterial  Road  for  Jamaica 
Plain: 

On  Sunday,  June  6,  1976,  11  a.m.,  Central  Congregational 
Church  held  a  congregational  meeting  to  discuss  the  proposal  for 
an  Arterial  Road  through  Jamaica  Plain  from  Forest  Hills  to 
Jackson  Square  through  the  Interstate  95  corridor. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  pros  and  cons  of  such  a 
road  for  the  community  and  the  church  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
and  voted  that: 

1.  because  the  traffic  generated  by  such  a  road  is  projected 
to  increase  on  the  perpendicular  streets  and  roads  to  the  arterial 
road,  especially  around  our  church  community,  making  it  more 
hazardous  for  children  and  pedestrians  around  Green  St. ,  Seaverns 
Ave.,  and  Elm  Street, 

2.  because  such  a  road  v/ould  generate  more  traffic  in  the 
overall  community  there  v/ould  be  more  air  and  noise  pollution 
than  we  care  to  imagine , 

3-  because  Hufcth  a  road  in  the  southwest  corridor  would 
serve  as  a  greater  barrier  to  help  divide  and  separate  parts 
of  the  Jamaica  Plain  community  instead  of  uniting  it, 

k.    because  we  feal  the  emphasis  should. be  placed  on  the 
establishment  and,  improvement  of  a  much  more  needed  rapid 
mass  transit  system  that  would  much  better  serve  the  needs  of 
the  residents  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  community  and  that  the 
building  of  a  road  beside  or  near  any  rapid  transit  system  would 
only  serve  toidetract  from  the  use  of  the  transit  system, 

5.  and  because  such  a  road  does  not  seem  to  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  need,  the  beauty,  the  use,  and  the  residents  v/ho 
would  live  near  and  around  such  a  road  in  Jamaica  Plain, 

we  at  Central  Congregational  Church,  85  Seaverns  Ave. , 
Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  are  opposed  to  any  arterial  road 
and/or  expressway  through  this  area  called  the  Southwest  Corridor, 
and  that  furthermore,  we  at  Central  Congregational  Church  are 
unanimously  in  favor  of  a  better  rapid  transit  system,  and 
especially  in  favor  of  the  proposed  rapid  transit  line  for  the 
corridor  being  fully  depressed  and  not  merely  semi-depressed. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  membership  of  Central 
Congregational  Church,  85  Seaverns  Ave.,    Jamaica  Plain,  Mass., 

Rev.  Dennis  C.  Bailey,  Minister 


John  Bassett 
26  Searle  Ave 
Brook! ine,  MA 


I  oppose  any  new  arterial  street  that  would  connect  Hyde  Park  Ave  and 
Washington  St.  to  Columbus  Ave. 

I  am  a  carpenter,  Local  Union  #40  (AFLCIO)  and  disagree  with  self  appointed 
sopkesmen  for  the  building  trades  who  say  we  must  build  the  street  so  there 
will  be  jobs.  Noboby  has  ever  asked  the  rank  and  file  whether  they  want 
a  street  through  Jamaica  Plain  -  and  nobody  should.  True,  many  of  us  need 
work.  So  lets  get  started  with  the  rail  corridor  right  away  and  then  we'll 
have  jobs.  If  our  union  officials  came  to  tell  us  that  we  should  all  work  to 
convince  the  state  to  build  the  arterial  street  most  of  us  would  just  laugh 
at  them  -  as  we  have  often  before. 

Finally,  about  the  so-called  "modified  depression".  In  1969  I  think  D.P.W. 
hired  the  architects  collaborative  to  study  joint  development  over  a 
combined  1-95  and  rail  corridor  and  the  possibility  of  a  modified  -5  foot 
to  10  foot  below  grade  -  depression.  Many  of  us  from  the  neighborhood  went 
several  times  to  the  architects  offices  in  Cambridge  -  because  we  were  very 
angry  at  the  modified  depression.  We  saw  it  as  an  extra  barrier  and  of 
course  did  not  like  what  it  did  to  the  cross  streets.  I  am  sure  that  the 
reaction  to  the  modified  depression  will  be  now  as  it  was  then  -  strongly 
against.  If  the  governments  can  agree  to  depress  fully  12  lands  of  highway 
plus  the  rail  corridor,  then  they  can  actually  fully  depress  the  rail  corridor 
only. 


John  Bassett 

(former  resident,  present  house  owner,  work  in  Jamaica  Plain) 


Against  any  new  arterial  street  that  would  go  through  from  Forest  Hills 
to  new  Columbus  Ave. 
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CUMMI NGS  -  POPLAR  -  SEYMOUR 
CIVIC  ASSOCIATION 

7  SEYMOUR  STREET 

ROSLINDALE.   MASSACHUSETTS  02131 

JUNE   BENSON,   PRESIDENT 


June  16,  1Q76 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

5  GO  Arborv/ay 

Jamaica  Plain  Ma   02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

The  members  of  the  Cummins -Poplar -Seymour  Civic 
Association  wish  to  record  themselves  as  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  plan  to  build  a  four-lane  arterial  street 
together  with  a  new  Orange Line  and  Penn  Central  railroad 
to  Forest  Hills. 

Such  a  project  would  be  an  important  asset  to  the 
Roslindale  comminiity,  allowing  Roslindale  commuters,  who 
must  presently  utilize  badly  overcrowded  streets  such  as 
Washington  Street,  or  the  Jamaicaway,  fast  access  in  and 
out  of  Boston. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  our  organization,  that 
the  new  Orange  Line  with  stations  in  the  Back  Bay  and  near 
Huntington  Ave .  will  provide  better  service  than  the  existing 
elevated.  We  strongly  endorse  these  plans  as  a  source  of 
benefit  to  the  people  of  Roslindale. 

Sincerely , 

June  Benson 
President,  Cummins- 
Poplar-Seymour  Civic 
Association 


To:  July  I9,  1976 

Urban  Mass  Transportation  Authority 

Re: 

Additional  statement  to  be  entered  into  the  record,  in  connection  v/ith 
the  Southwes.  Corridor  Project  Hearing  held  on  July  15,1976  at  State 
Diagnostic  Lab  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Boston. 

I  would  like  to  offer  to  the  officials  of  UMTA  who  will  read  the 
testimony  of  the  public  hearing  held  regarding  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Project,  for  their  consideration,  the  following: 

In  the  recently  published  book  "  Hostage  to  the  Devil  "  by  Malachi 
Martin,  pages  2^9  to  520  contain  the  based-  on  -  fact  story  of  a 
young  man,  his  own  personal  crisis  and  the  sad  demise  of  both  his 
parents  in  the  city  of  New  York.  At  the  bottom  of  page  269  the  last 
parragraph  begins  and  ends  three  lines  into  page  270. 
That  parragraph  reads  : 

"  The  old  el  had  been  torn  down;  and  they  were  starting  the  6tii  Avenue 
subway.  Jamsie  stood  for  a  long  time  watching  the  worknien.  A  flood  of 
resentment  took  hold  of  him.  They  were  spending  $65  million  on  that 
subway,  he  had  read  in  the  newspaper.  But  his  own  father  was  dead,  his 
mother  was  an  aging  prostitute,  and  he  had  been  helpless  to  change  any 
of  that.  It  all  made  no  sense," 


I  was  not  aware  of  this  parragraph  when  I  made  my  presentation  at  that 
public  hearing,  I  thought  it  was  ironic  and  yet  felt  it  v/as  still 
another  voice  echoing  v;hat  I  had  said  in  my  "  Case  Against  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Project," 

Respectfully  submitted, 


William  P,  Bernazzani 
6  Kent  Road 
Needham,  Mass,  02192 
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I  am  here  not  only  to  oppose  the  relocation  of  the  ORANGE  LINE,  but 
moreover  to  raise  questions  in  the  public  interest  as  a  private  citizen, 
about  the  propriety  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  Also  to  challenge 
the  decision  making  abilities  of  the  state  and  federal  officials  viho   are 
proposing  such  a  project  at  a  time  when  this  state  and  especially  this 
area  are  in  the  deepest  of  financial  difficulties.  I  offer  as  proof  of 
that  statement,  the  track  record  of  recent  former  state  administrations 
both  Democrat  and  Republican,  who  passed  on  debts  to  the  next  or  incoming 
administrations  to  such  a  point  as  we  find  ourselves  today,  the  victims 
of  deficit  spending,  (see  various  news  articles  attached)  But  v/hat  is  nov/ 
so  much  more  dangerous  is  that  there  are  those  who  are  seeking  to  pass 
debts  on  not  only  to  the  next  administation  but  to  the  next  generation. 

The  relocation  of  the  ORANGE  LINE  and  the  development  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor  are  not  matters  of  the  first  priority.  First  we  must  work  on 
and  achieve  a  healthy  state  economy.  But  this  cannot  be  accomplished  when 
the  federal  government  puts  the  people  of  Massachusetts  in  the  extraordinary 
position  of  using  our  own  money  in  a  way  not  of  our  own  choosing  and  not 
high  in  the  state's  list  of  priorities.  There  are  a  lot  more  pressing 
problems  in  Boston  than  building  a  'U^fOO  million  sunken  railway  corridor. 

This  project  is  being  pursued  not  because  it  is  needed,  but  because  there 
are  federal  funds  available. 

It  is  amazing  to  me  that  the  decision  for  this  project  is  not  to  be  made 

bythe  people  or  officials  of  Massachusetts,  nor  by  the  officials  of  the 

federal  government.  No,  the  decision  will  be  made  not  by  human  beings,  but 

by  the  inherent  nature  of  the  policy  of  federal  funding.  Let  me  offer  an 

example  of  this. 

Just  recently  in  Massachusetts,  Gov.  Dukakis  refused  S5I  million  in  federal 

highway  funds  for  work  which  he  considered  unnecessary.  Cries  quickly  rose 

from  the  news  media  and  labor  leaders  against  the  Governor's  stand.  No  one 

disagreed  with  the  Governor  that  the  work  was  unnecessary,  but  the  reasoning 

was  "the  money  is  there,  take  it','  2k   hours  later  the  Governor  yielded  to 

political  pressure  and  accepted  the  ^51  million  for  this  phony  work. 

So  here  we  have  the  chief  executive  of  the  state,  who  is  admitedly  in 

fiscal  difficulty,  but  has  the  courage  to  refuse  federal  money  for  phony 
work 


But  again  the  inherent  nature  of  this  federal  policy  appealed  to  the 

wrong  side  of  human  nature.  In  this  case  "GREED"  was  the  driver  of  the 

wagon. 

But  there  is  still  another  dangerous  side  to  the  problems  of  federal 

fundingj  and  it  is  illustrated  well  by  a  statement  made  by  Gov.  Hugh 

Carey  of  Nev;  York  on  Dec.  7th  1975  when  he  appeared  on  "Meet  the  Press" 

Gov.  Carey  said,  "Many  of  New  York's  financial  problems  arose  from 

federal  programs  and  grants  that  were  made  to  the  city  and  subsequently 

when  the  federal  funds  were  cut  off,  the  city  and  state  had  to  pick  up 

the  bill  for  those  progrsjns. 

The  MBTA  is  a  deficit  ridden  type  of  operation.  If  these  federal  funds 

help  to  expand  the  MBTA  area  of  operation,  the  MBTA  deficit  will  grow 

as  it  has  every  year.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  state  government  to 

justify  the  acceptance  of  federal  money  to  the  people  of  the  state. 

But  if  those  federal  funds  cause  the  state  debt  to  increase,  then  that 

situation  releases  the  members  of  the  state  legislature  from  one  of  their 

most  important  responsibilities.  Simply  stated  that  principle  is: 

THOSE  'ffiO  AUTHORIZE  SPENDING,  JUSTIFY  THE  LEVEL  OF  TAXATION  NEEDED  TO 
SUPPORT  THAT  SPENDING. 


There  are  hov/ever,  some  specifics  in  the  Southv/est  Corridor  Project 
Papers  with  which  I  wish  to  disagree. 
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State  to  defer  some  debt 


•  DEFICIT 

Continued    from   Page    1 

"We  will  not  use  it  (de- 
ferred payment)  as  a  de- 
'  vice  not  to  look  at  pro- 
'-'  grams     closely,"     Stevens 
]  said. 

J  The  Legislature  has  or- 
!  dered  the  elimination  of 
:  the    medical    program   for 

■  the  working  poor — persons 
who  are  employed  but  lack 

I  the  means  to  pay  medical 
j  bills — on  Jan.  3 1  if  there  is 
'  a  deficit   in  the  Medicaid 
account. 

The   governor   said   last 

*  week  he  would  hav6  a  de- 
'  cision  on  the  future  of  the 
,  working  poor  medical  pro- 
I  gram   and   a   proposal    to 

■  cover  the  deficit — includ- 
:  ing  possible  further  cuts — 

to  the  Legislature  by  mid- 
January. 

,    Dukakis    said    that    the 
,   administration    is    expect- 

•  ing  $30  million  in  extra 
'  revenue    this    fiscal   year. 

Because  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment pays  50  percent 
of  most  welfare  programs, 
t  this  $30  million  could  be 
j  stretched  to  cover  close  to 
.  $60  million  of  the  pro- 
I  jected  deficit.  Without  ad- 
i  ditional  program  cuts,  this 
j  would  leave  more  than  $50 
.  million  to  be  paid  next 
I  year. 

J  Dukakis  has  long  op- 
!  posed  secretly  delaying 
j  payments  of  state  bills 
from  one  year  to  the  next 
as  a  device  to  balance  one 
j  year's  budget. 

Last  year,  when  he 
pushed  for  approval  of  a 
$450  million  bond  issue  to 
balance  the  fiscal  1975 
^..A^^t     Dukakis    said  ■^■■ 


didn't  want  to  reduce  the 
amount  needed  by  carry- 
ing some  of  the  that  year's 
deficit  into  this  fiscal  year. 
He  repeatedly  said  he 
wanted  "to  wipe  the  slate 
clean." 

Stevens's  comments 

confirmed  what  the  ad- 
ministration indicated  it 
might  do  in  the  prospectus 
issued  for  potential  buyers 
of  the  $110  million  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Transporta- 
tion Authority  (MBTA) 
short  term  note  issue. 

In  discussing  the  state's 
current  fiscal  situation, 
Stevens  said  projected 
deficits  now  include: 

—  $9  million  in  AFDC, 
of  which  the  state  must 
pay  half  —  the  Federal 
government  pays  the  rest. 
Stevens  said  two  manage- 
ment programs  were  being 
implemented  to  cut  the 
deficit,  but  he  said  he  '.vas 
not  optimistic  about  elimi- 
nating it.  He  said  the  last 
possible  major  program 
cut  in  AFDC  —  elimina- 
tion of  the  unemployed  fa- 
thers program  —  was  not 
under  consideration  at  this 
time.  AFDC  covers  about 
110,000  families,  granting 
an  average  assistance 
check  of  $305  a  month 
plus  medical  coverage. 

—  $7  million  in  Gener- 
al  Relief,   for   both   assis-  ! 
tance  payments  and  medi-  .' 
cal    coverage.     This    pro-  ■ 
gram  covers  mostly  single 
people  who  are  not  eligi- 
ble   for    AFDC.    It    is    all 
state  money,  with  no  Fed-  • 
eral  reimbursement. 

—  A  minimum  of  $5 
"■^y.lion    in    unpaid,    back 

\ 


Medicaid  bills.  The  $5  mil- 
lion is  what  is  on  record 
now,  but  other  sources  say 
the  figure  could  go  as  high 
as  $20  million.The  Feder- 
al government  would  pick 
up  half  the  total. 

Although    Dukakis    last ' 
year  said  the  $450  million 
bond  issue,  in  addition  to 
balancing       the       budget  , 
would   wipe   out   all   bills 
from  previous  fiscal  years, 
there     are     still     millions  i 
outstanding   because  some  [ 
of   the    bond   money   ear-  I 
marked  for  back  bills  was  ! 
used  to  finance  this  year's  ' 
budget,  reducing  the  site  i 
of    the   tax   increase   en-  j 
acted.  j 

— ^A   $1.6   million    defi-  [ 
ciency     in     the     Mental  ' 
Health  budget  because  the 
Legislature   failed   to   ap- 
propriate money  to  cover 
patient        wages       which  ' 
courts    have    ordered    the  '■ 
state  to  pay.  '  \. 


^ 


—  -.   -^._- 

3           3 

—           B> 

W 

c  n    y. 

^  cr  M 

TT 

^oT  1^ 

<3 

fD 


r;^  S3      O)    "*       ^ 


3^3 


a 


r--- 


rr 

rci  T3 

o3 


'3    r^ 


ro  poZ^  re 

I  »  "=•  "  S  5  fo" 
±.  ?-  TO  «  ?  crc 

I  "*•  —  3  ^  Dl' 
o  =■  ro_  o-  ">'  EX 
„    ™  •<  §  (Tl  P 

:?^   g-is 

;3    =;  3  o-S  ^ 

;  a>    —-a  2  3  5- 

^^      O    3-  3    g 


"3  « 

:  5  s; 


o"  H"  'J    o  .~  I 


=•  —     .  B 


BJ 


(i 


5,5"  ><; 


23 


r^  isrll 


lCTQ  ■—    — 


?5  ^.3     13^ 

•^  ^.-a  1° 
w    ST  <  »  :n:3 

^  J  o  el's  «  ^ 


S  3  => 
re  :r: 

0-5^  re 

§.=  § 

3  2 


O 

^  —  ^'  1  t^  i- 
f^  iir  „    3  re  ^ 

3  E-?  gs^ 


o  re  3  5    S  cr=  °  "> 

„  o  -^  g  H.  2  ""■ "  " 

^        o  12. 
°    3-3    ii 

0?  ?  3. 3 


S  i'   0^    y 

3  a-  3        o     s 
-.  o    3  c  ?r 

■3  °- »  5"a 

2  5-  3  S  ~ 

tu  ■-.  re  3 
re  °    3  "■ 


■-1  li.  re  f-i 
M  3  3  O 

3    3  ^ 


?  S3  a 

I^.ref 

re  3:  -  •  •— 

3  o' ""  c- 

°  ^  —  re^ 
re  ^.  re  -J 


^° 


o  2. 


°3 

S.oa 


0  3"™  a . 


re 


5.= 


gx 


re  „ 
re  o 


re  'J 

0. 5 
5-2 


5"^ 
s  p.  21 

3  p    £U 

3  o  re  =■ 

2.  -,    —  B> 

w  re  3  o. 
■"^re<. 
"§3° 

re  S  c^ 
<2  -  •  3*  re  * 

I  *r  JH  '-t    , 


re  » 


►tI 


"  --  S 


a.£3 


/^  re 
03  »  — 


'^"v^:- 


•< 


■•»  nr.      T-; 


^?A.- 


<^;-- 


o   oi  a;   o   ?; 


3  o  ?  E.O 


o  -^ 


Ol 


V 


O    -1 
rr  f^ 

3  S 


re   CL-a  ^ 

o    — .  o  flJ    -— 

^(TQ    3  '^    3 

"  rt>  _    re    ^ 


en 


re 


—  3 


o 

> 

3- 

■a 

re  -i 
3"  — 

re  ~^ 
-    cr 

3  ° 

o 
■o 
re 

«< 

zr 
o 

n 

3- 

re 

ST 

re 

O 
C 

o 

CU 

3 
o 

^ 

3 

3 
a 
•-< 
o 

3- 
3 

F 

3 
W 

re 

X 

re 

re 

3 

cr 

o 

3 

re 

o 

O 

3 

3 

03       OJ 

-6»   O 

•a 

re 
3 

re 

re 
a. 

o 

3 
Q. 
0) 

3 

ST 

3- 

o' 

re 

O 

c 

CO    3 

f" 

o 

i 

3 

C 

W 

CD 

W 

QJ 

o 

3  <ra 

c 

■D 

"5 

o. 

re 

-■  3^ 

&} 

3 

3 

S  re 

p;- 

E. 

B) 

'*  6  o 

sis 

^  ^   re 

S-  3-  O    - 

(B     fl)      r- 

>^  ^      , 

re   ^-  J 

t^.    Q,    ="      . 

Oreo 

'^    -1    OJ 

M     W     M 

3-re   =^^ 

O    0.2. 


5-^ 


re    ^3 


3  .^    "> 

r»  3     y^ 


"2  =  g. 


'^    Ci    3 


"  (n    C 

5-i  2 

re  BJ 

.M    3"  <  ; 
r  re   ">   ' 

=  re   3*  1 


D,  =r-  r. 
re  BJ  re 
CL  3    £^ 


—  re 
3-3   " 


J-   «.  "  ^    3- 

lu  re     '^  E.  re 

5-  re  M      re   -I   « 

BJ   c  Si- 

3  T  <r 


p    3'  ?i' 


3-  O 


sr-     "    o   o 
re   re   3-  cr  3 


•  ir'  re 


a.  L. 
o_  re 


J^"0    »   ■«    BJ 


6 


D-  BJ   re 


coore,Qi    s^f'^sis 
i-n  a.  «■'<  S 


§3 
w  re 


i  o 


3    1 

ri'   B! 

c  3 


re  -    CD 
^  "-< 

5^re  re  ::; 

3         ^  ° 

w  £.^    « 
—        re   5' 

<<  ^  3  ^ 

i  u,    "    O 

;  I  ^ ::  ^ 

L       B)   re   ►», 

cr  =•  B;    o 

;■  re  ?   ^  1 

i  =  a  "■  ? 
'si  i  " 

■    o  -u 


re   CO  g 


a.^.S.-  ,„ 

►^  "   re   3  „ 

c  S  2-<w  o   - 

3  i"   ^  OQ  B!   re 


V 


re  u- 


S:r'  5   o  re  2 


re   o 


3  a  < 


O      ~      T 


ST  a.  a 


3    <!  P3 


w  X*  <  vi;  re 


re   3'''  - 
o   re  "i-j 


n  5-01  cr  3  13 

r*  en  re    ■"■  r.  r*   ~ 

3-  £  T  o  3-  3 

Si'  3  cl  BJ  re   re 

--   re  re    S£-  CL  B3 

<   „  g  -  re    Q 

g- "  3  g"  5:  i 

„-  o  n.  ,♦  -^  3 

-    3   i"    _,   O-  M 

c  «■  re   w 

B=   §   3   3 
tn  s-  n:  3 

B>     B3 

re"^   7^B  1 


H.  3-  o  ? 

3^  C     .  B) 

B>  T  t"  r 

.2  "^   "  - 

w   ST  G-  re 

•     re  ■£ 


re  ^ 
3    i^ 

cb3 
c  e; 


Bl 


^   re    re    , 


s-^ 


-•  o-v: 

M  -^"^  :; 
3   re    fr_i  3 

«>  r  S'  -., 

o  =•  re  ^ 
re  5  CL  3 
K'^  ?  a 

£i  5-SL3' 
«<  re  c_iw 


— ■  re 


fij   re 


I-,   D.  re   B>  .— 
o   re   B)   -  ■  ^^ 


S   o  3- 
(|3  ^ 


■     ^        BJ   re 

o  Si.s;'?  3 


M  re  T  T 


3     BJ 


DO,".  O   «>  . 

At  1 
arch, 
lough 
:ar.  B 
Bck's 
lowle 
fficie 

S    "    3   -SA 

S^?&?k:S- 

10  n- 
-ten 
e  $5 
oh  i 

'  time  c 
oung  h 
carry  t 
in  a  p 
ansactio 
ed  that 

"2-3  3  = 

2.  o-  2 ;  - 

3    3          2 

i-x  3        re 

.—  B)        r-  re   OD 

it  i 
to  b 
cap 

or  fi 

t>  a,-a  3-  n.  S 

s  ref 
e  cou 
ital  e 
scall 

inane 
nted 
xpen 
977. 

sale, 
ould 
is  fis 
for  ] 
tion 
?ere  i 

S  S  ° 


<  3 
o   -- 

^  3  re 


c  c   3-  BJ  re 
•-I   ^   re"  3   "" 


re    S   ?^ 

1^  -n    —  Oi 


ri'  o  "O 

,  CO  o.  ri« 
n   a>  ^_ 

g  ■"  3 

S  bT  re' 
?"   rt 

5-32 


„  (TO  3  :^.  *»3 


c  fi?  Q.  sr 


3    ^    "^    i 

W   E'  5   re 
• .  rt  re^  re 


3-  3'  o' 


3-  re   w   o  So 


«   3 

^  3 


PTcKg. 

i.w 

—  o 


'  3  .3-  ~  =■  ^ 


2  o 
►-  o 


=€^ 


Cfi 


c^ 


O 


C»5 


»73 


o 


-$.5^.' 


v^ 


State  aid  chances  dim 
for  private  colleges 


By  Nina  McCain 
Globe  Staff 

Prospects  appear  dim 
this  year  for  any  substan- 
tial state  aid  to  private 
colleges,  according  to  Kep. 
Frank  Matrango  (D-Quin- 
cy),  Massachusetts  House 
chairman  of  the  joint  leg- 
islative Education  Com- 
mittee. 

Matrango,  sponsor  of 
one  of  two  key  bills,  said 
that  his  bill  and  the  bill  of 
Rep.  Barney  Frank's  (D- 
Boston)  have  been  com- 
bined and  are  now  in  The 
Ways  and  Means  Commi- 
tee. 

The  bill  would  provide 
state  money  for  direct  aid 
to  students  and  to  colleges 
for  scholarships. 
'  But  Matrango  said  that, 
given  the  State's  fiscal  sit- 
uation, he  doubts  the  bill 
will  be  reported  out  of 
committee  this  year.  Since 
budgets  for  the  Massachu- 
setts public  colleges  are 
either  being  held  steady  or 
cut,  observers  say  it  does 
not  seem  likely  the  Legis- 
lature would  choose  this 
year  to  begin  a  program  of 
direct  aid  to  the  private 
colleges. 

Private  colleges,  repre- 
sented by  the  Assn.  of  In- 
dependent Colleges  and 
Universities  in  Massachu- 
setts (AlCUM),  have  been 
lobbying  for  some  form  of 
aid  since  a  constitutional 
amendment  was  adopted 
in  1974  clearing  the  way 
for  such  aid. 

Frank  Tredinnick,  exec- 
utive vice-president  of 
AICUM,  said  the  associa- 
tion hopes  that  both  the 
Matrango  and  Frank  bills 
will  be  adopted,  even  if 
they  are  funded  only  on 
an  experimental  basis  for 
next    year. 

The  single  bill  which  is 
now  in  the  Ways  and 
Means  committee  is  • 
combination  of  the  so- 
called  STEP  (Student  Tui- 
tion     Equalization      Pro- 


to  three-fourths  of  the  tui- 
tion at  a  private  college  or 
half  the  $1500  educational 
cost  per  student  at  UMass- 
Amherst,  whichever  was 
smaller. 

The  Frank  bill  would  ^ 
provide  matching  grants 
to  private  colleges  at  the 
rate  of  one  state  dollar  for 
every  two  dollars  of  schol- 
arship aid  they  give  to 
Massachusetts        students. 

Another  bill  filed  by 
Rep.  Ann  Gannett  ("".- 
Wayland)  would  authorize 
public  colleges  to  contract  - 
with  private  institituions 
for  the  private  colleges  to 
teach  students  courses  that 
are  not  available  on  the 
public     campuses. 

FILENEI 
POPS  Al 
AND  THl 
BURLINC 


Under  Application  of  the  MBTA  for  a  Mass  Transportation  Capital 
Improvement  Grant  for  Southwest  Corridor  Project  South  Cove  to 
Forest  Hills  Relocation. 

Certification 
1.  Has  offered  adequate  opportunity  for  public  hearings  pursuant  to 

adequate  prior  notice,  and  has  held  such  hearings,  in  accordance 

with  requirements  as  set  forth  by  UMTA. 


I  would  like  to  register  my  disagreement  with  the  above  statement 
of  the  MBTA  that  the  Authority  has  held  meetings  in  connection  with 
this  project,  and  that  those  meetings  qualify  the  MBTA  for  certification. 
I  make  that  charge  for  this  reason: 

The  meetings  which  I  have  attended  were  conducted  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  format  offered  little  opportunity  for  public  discussion  or  follow- 
up  of  any  issues  discussed.  There  was  a  complete  lack  of  continuity 
between  one  meeting  and  the  next.  Problems  or  questions  that  were 
brought  up  by  the  citizens  in  connection  with  this  project  were  given 
cursory  answers  at  the  meeting  and  not   alluded  to  at  the  next  meeting, 
almost  as  though  those  questions  from  the  public  had  never  been  asked. 
Meetings  were  held  in  such  a  manner  as  to  discourage  public 
participation  and  attendance. 


All  the  follov/ing  statements  and  responses  come  from  and  are 

directed  to  the  Application  of  the  MBTA  for  a  Mass  Capital 

Improvement  Grant  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  South 

Cove  to  Forrest  Hills  Relocation. 

The  Exhibit  on  the  MBTA's  Application  is  given  in  part  or  in  its 

entirety,  Vi'hichever  is  needed.  The  response  opposing  the  position 

stated  in  the  Application  Exhibit  follows. 

Omissions  of  any  part  of  the  entire  text  of  any  Exhibit  was  not 

done  for  "  out  of  context  "  purposes.  It  was  done  for  brevity  and 

clarity. 


EXHIBIT  C  -  PROJECT  JUSTIFICATiOX 

The  relocation  of  the  Orange  line  to  the  site  of  the  Penii  Central  e  .ibrail:- 
rnent  is  expected  to  result  in  sicnificant  transportation  benefits  and 
equally  important  economic  and  physical  developiuent  benefits  to  the 
surrounding  community.  This  project  is  doubly  attractive  in  that  it  not  only 
will  offer  gains  to  the  users  and  operators  of  transit,  but  also  will 
initiate  and  foster  economic  growth  and  development  in  a  blighted  urban 
area. 

RESPONSE  TO  EXHIBIT  C  -  PROJECT  JUSTIFICATION 

This  is  absolutly  the  wrong  reasoning  and  is  symbolic  of  the  type  of 
thinliing  by  both  federal  and  state  officials  that  got  us  into  the  fiscal 
mess  we  find  ourselves  today. 

The  cause  of  urban  blight  is  not  transportation,  the  lack  of  it,  or  the 
condition  of  transportation  systems.  The  cost  of  public  transport.-:: tion 
measured  in  deficit  to  the  state  may  very  well  take  away  money  ncjded  to 
rehabilitate  these  urban  areas,  but  urban  blight  is  a  social  and  economic 
problem  not  a  mechanical  one.  To  suggest  that  a  ^IkOO   million  transit 
construction  project  is  going  to  be  the  savior  or  remedy  to  the  areas 
surrounding  the  Southwest  Corridor  is  idiocj'  of  the  highest  order  and 
borders  on  b:.-ing  criminal. 

EXHIBIT  C  -  EIDEKSHIP 

Relocated  Or.:mge  Line  would  cari'y  more  riders.  1930  forecast  55}  600 

passengers. 

RESPONSE  TO  EXHIBIT  C  -  RIDERSHIP 

Project  papers  do  not  address  the  possibility  thrt  just  because  rapid 
transit  service  is  available,  the  public  will  necessarily  use  it. 
I  offer  for  consideration  statistics  released  by  the  I'L'i.ssachusctts 
State  Auditors  office  which  cite  declining  patronage  of  the  MIVTA.  An 
article  v/hich  appeared  in  the  Bocton  Globe  on  Dec.  5',  1975  is  attached 
for  verification  of  this  statemunt.  !\ote  that  "BTA  rid.;rshio  has  gone 
down,  but  in  the  s-^.me  time,  '-BTA  deficit  to  the  state  has  increased. 
The  loss  of  passengers  to  the  META  in  the  Boston  area  is  by  no  Lr.r.ans 
an  isol.^ted  situation.  The  ;;ew  York  City  Trarisit  Authority  shows  in  its 
Transit  Record  a  loss  of  close  to  16  million  passengers  fro..":  197-'+  to  1975. 
(A  copy  of  f'YCTA  Transit  R,;C0rd  is  attached) 
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TRANSIT   RECORD 


August,   1975 


NEW  YORK  CITY  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY— BUS  OPERATION 

Rf.venuk  1'assengkks  anu  1'assknckk  KtVKNUu  By  Lines  for  Twelve  Months  Enhkd  Junk  30,  1975  and  1974 


QUEENS  BUS 


Revenuk    Passkwcebs 
Twelve  Mos.  Ended  June 

Fluihius 

^i.B.Unlc  Neck    ....  1.994,770 

l„icK'.rl  Totten    1,846,J19 

.Vlntolone(a)    ..  U«.4«9 

^fer'^^;:  2;^9^;9i^ 

.^r:!."?"" "7,322 

;.'• -wwoodfb)     ...  3,257,158 

u»  ::'.'■'. M.9« 

i,h  riKc  Shuttle  ....  725,471 
!,  AvcMitFlushing 

ilmldg    492,476 

Jiurdii  Airport   316,709 

«ii  Lewis  Boulevard  976,170 

Jiimici 

uiu-Hollis    287,679 

uio-Cambria    Heights.  4,439,948 
rricic  Doulevard-St. 

Jbm  1,718,626 

rrick  Boultvard   3,754,208 

fricit  Boulevard- 

toeiale    3,956,966 

shin«-l88th  Street- 

uuica 2,673,409 

(tdile-Manhattan 

Eipresj  81,045 

^tD  Blvd.-Manhattan 

Jipres!  50,096 

th  Str«t  594,140 

odi  LewiS'SpripKfield 

lltili, 456,570 


Passencei    Ukvenhe 

Twelve  .Mos.  Ended  Juiu 

1975  1974 


Revenue    Passenckrs 

Twelve  Mos.  Ended  June  3 

1975  1974 


Passenger    P.eveme 

»elve  Mos.  Ended  June 

1975  1974 


2.084.130 
1,856,205 
1.252,742 
1,229.526 
2,185,801 

$573,616 
577,461 
347,478 
355,985 
570,688 

$599,691 
578,235 
376,382 
356,925 
595,832 

765,743 

3.419,851 

2,983.217 

5.834,032 

29,132 

819,199 

237.162 
948,528 
794,203 
1,857,125 
5,607 
235,817 

221,190 
997,579 
826,412 
1,689,820 
4,753 
267,875 

535,363 

327,973 

1,032,508 

126,879 
102,679 

152,210 

140,019 
106,349 
163,822 

266.712 
4,475,887 

92,666 
1,320,782 

85,043 
1,323,936 

1,740,235 
3.858,435 

541,407 
1,117,646 

546,613 
1,146,237 

4,092.958 

1,131,896 

1,169,320 

2,676,191 

806,255 

801,984 

86,824 

81,045 

86,824 

49,472 
622,731 

50,096 
179,292 

49,472 
188,130 

99,145 


Queens  Village 

Q-1     Hillside    Avenue    1,885  327 

2     Hillside    Avcnue-Hollis    ..  2'499'941 

l7\'i"!'.'i'""-;-"?""i,^''''""''     ••  4.681318 

12AL,ttlc    Wk    Parkway    ...  143,237 
17A  Horace    Harding-Spnng- 

field    Boulevard    3  204  991 

I8X  Hillside  Ave.-Manhattan  ^-"''■^^i 

Express 150,215 

ol     havsidc  West- Jamaica 

,,     „  l-'onnection     586,951 

36     Queens    Village-City     Line  2,077,966 

43     Hillside    Avenue    3,104,884 

44A  Union    Turnpike    4,245,902 

75     73rd    Avenue    1156  157 

88     Rego     Park-Oakland     Gar- 
dens   (fr.   9/8/74)    571,088 

Add'l.    Senior    Citizens(c)  4,105,417 

Total     70,458,403 

Unregistered    Fares : 

Senior  Citizens' 

Reimbursement     

One  Halt  (H)  Fare  Pro- 
gram   (fr.    12/16/73)  (d)  1,260,482 

Elementary     School     Fares 

(on  Monthly  Passes)    ..  6,202,520 

U.S.  Post  Office  Fares    ..  70,085 

Additional  School  Revenue 
Payable  by  City  of  New 
York     

Total    Queens    Bus    . .  77,991,490 


1,964,544 

$557,369 

$580,963 

2,546.691 

765,209 

777,340 

5,263.000 

1,425,727 

1.62C.3S3 

128,711 

37,427 

31,798 

552,645 
2,161,348 
3,065,683 
4,236.789 
1,163,464 

142,863 
654.059 
906.088 
1,194,178 
323,712 

128.205 
680.277 
88S.024 
1,178.842 
322.797 



199,880 



3,844,905 

■  — 

-  

71,209,918 

$19,464,271 

$19,664,753 



1,257,282 

1.177,515 

656,610 





6,461,750 
81,684 

170,440 
24,533 

175.775 
28,596 



7,634,740 
$28,551,266 

7,954.810 

78,409,962 

$29,001,449 

MANHATTAN  BUS 


1974 


Revenue   Passengers 
Twelve  Mos.  Ended  June  30 

Ijxe  1975                  

First  and   Second  Avenues 19,162,279 

Madison-Chambers    Streets    1,917,588 

49th-50th    Streets     5,037,649 

65th    Street     3,675.840 

York    Avenue    1.852,572 

Additional    Senior   Citizens  (c)    2,280,786 

Total    33,926,714 

Unregistered  Fares: 

Senior   Citizi^ns*    Reimbursement    

One  Half   OA)  Fare  Program   (fr.   12/16/73)  (d)    1,174,041 

Elementary  School  Fares   (on  Monthly  Passes)    310,126 

Additional    School    Revenue    Payable   by    City    of    New 

York 

Total   Manhattan    Bus    35.410,881 


Passenger    Revenue 

velve  Mos.  Ended  June  30 

1975  1974 


19,057,903 
1.918,438 
5,142,306 
3,735.667 
1.590,964 
2.236,075 

$6,381,449 

621.515 

1,709,303 

1,221,440 

638,889 

$6,324,705 

619.701 

1,743,633 

1,239.772 

5-16,911 

33,661,353 

$10,572,596 

$10,474,722 

608,607 
323.140 

698,490 
8,522 

684,960 
8^790 



784,779 

816,543 

34,593.100 

$12,064,387 

$11,985,015 

SUMMARY  OF  REVENUE  PASSENGERS  AND  PASSENGER  REVENUE 
NEW  YORK   CITY  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY— RAPID   TRANSIT  AND  SURFACE 


Revenue    Passencebs 

Twelve  Mos.  Ended  June 

1975  1974 


30 


Rapid  Transit   (excl.  Rockaway  Division)    1,073,751.521  1,092,258,046 

Rockawav    Division    3,843,609  3,748,483 

Total  Rapid  Transit   (incl.   Rock.-iway  Division)    1,077,595,130  1,096,006,529 

Bus: 

Brooklyn    Bus     249,425.9.S4  247,477,183 

Staten    Is'and    Bu.s    28,448,410  28,294,105 

Queens    Bus    77.991,490  78.409,962 

Manhattan    Bus    35,410,881  34,593,100 

Total    Bus       391,276,735  388,774,350 

Total  New   York    City  Transit   Authority — Rapid  Transit 

and  Surface    1,468,871,865  1,484,780,879 


Passenger    Revenue 
welvc  Mos.  Entled  June  . 


$370,794,983 
3,174,264 


$373,969,247     $384,996,158 


$  87.710.988 
12.616,147 
28.551.266 
12,064,387 


$  88,357,522 
12,216.754 
29,1101,449 
11,985,015 


$140,942,788      $141,560,740 


$514,912,035      $526,556,898 


't  to  «i,o„j  on    Saturd.lys,    Sundays    and    some    Holidays    of    the    Flushing-Bcechhurt    Line  arc   included   with   the   Flu'shliiK-Whilesloiie   Line. 
'  tollcctioiu  on    Sund.iys   ami   some    Holidays    of    llic    Flushing-Rosewood    Une   are  included  with  the   Flushing-Hollis   Court  Blvd.    Line. 
•It  rci  difference  between  fare  Iwx   revenue  of    15((  for  Senior  Citizens  and  rcnular   fare. 
*•  "«'t  (0,  on  page  5. 


EXHIBIT  D  -  REVENUE  FINANCING 

!To  part  of  the  costs  associated  with  this  project  can  be  financed  from 
Authority  revenue.  The  overall  system  prodoces  no  revenue  which  could 
be  applied  to  the  financing  of  the  Project,  The  system  has  operated  with 
a  loss  averaging  over  $20   million  per  year  during  the  past  five  years. 
Only  during  VA12  has  there  been  a  surplus  in  the  past  35  years. 

RESPONSE  TO  EXHIBIT  D  -  REVENUE  FINANCING 

The  MBTA  has  operated  at  a  loss  well  over  the  S20  million  per  year  over 
the  past  five  years  as  is  stated  in  the  above  Exhibit  D.  A  quick  check 
of  the  MBTA's  Income  and  Cost  Service  Statement  (copy  attached)  will 
clearly  indicate  that  the  system's  total  income  revenue  amounts  to 
considerably  less  than  half  of  its  total  operating  expenses. 
However,  what  I  find  so  galling  about  the  MBTA's  statement  under  Exhibit  D 
Revenue  -Financing,  is  this: 

It  is  intimated  by  this  statement  that  the  MBTA  does  produce  revenue 
which  unfortunately  cannot  be  applied  to  this  project.  It  should  be 
. stated  in  words  that  would  not  lead  to  misunderstanding  that  the  MBTA 
produces  a  deficit.  That  expansion  of  this  system  will  lead  to  increased 
deficit  and  increased  indebtedness  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  An 
indebtedness  that  may  very  well  retard  the  social  and  economic  benefits 
which  this  project  paper  so  positively  suggests  will  take  place  in  the 
aftermath  of  all  this  transit  rearrangement. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  MBTA  serves  a  relatively  small  area  of 
this  state.  Yet,  the  MBTA  projected  deficit  for  1976  is  S162  million. 
At  present  half  of  the  MBTA  deficit  is  apportioned  to  the  79  cities  and 
towns  the  MBTA  serves.  The  other  half  is  picked  up  by  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  through  yearly  legislation.  But  that  yearly  legislation 
is  in  no  way  a  guaranteed  acceptance  of  future  deficits.  Already  voices 
are  being  raised  in  the  State  House  against  the  continuation  of  this 
policy.  As  the  MBTA  deficit  grows,  so  will  those  voices  grow  opposed 
to  state  subsidy  of  the  Transit  Authority,  For  it  is  unreasonable  to 
expect  those  who  are  not  served  by  the  MBTA  to  pay  for  the  MBTA. 

Attached  are  articles  from  local  and  Boston  newspapers  indicating  the 
mood  of  many  people  in  this  area  about  throwing  more  money  into 


f  questionable  and  expensive  MBTA  projects. 
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A  projected  $162  million  MBTA  deficit 
for  1976,  an  increase  of  approximately  $22 
million  over  the  past  year's  loss  was 
forecast  yesterday. 

The  staggering  increase  was  estimated 
as  the  MBTA  Advisory  Board,  comprised  of 
representatives  of  79  cities  and  towns,  ap- 
proved a  $230,972,036  operating  budget  for 
the  coming  year  at  a  meeting  in  Boston. 

Half  of  the  $162  million  in  red  ink  will  be 
passed  along  to  taxpayers  in  the  cities  and 
towns  '  for  payment,  providing  the 
Legislature  agrees  to  pick  up  the  other  half 
of  the  deficit  as  it  did  in  1973  and  1974. 

Legislation  supported  by  Gov.  Dukakis 
and  Transportation  Sec.  Frederick  Salvucci 
.  is  awaiting  action  on  Beacon  Hill  asking  the 
commonwealth  to  again  absorb  the  deficit- 
ridden  transportation  system's  deficit  on  a 
50-50  basis. 

The  $162  million  is  more  than  double  the 
MBTA's  deficit  in  1972.  That  year  the  line's 
ret  assessable  cost  of  service  was  $73.4 
million. 

An  increase  in  interest  charges  this  year 
could  push  the  deficit  even  higher,  officials 
conceded. 

Despite  the  projected  $22  million  boost 
for  1976  in  a  single  year,  the  Advisory 
Board's  budget  committee  headed  by  Mayor 
George  McCarthy  of  Everett  contended  that 
on  a  percentage  basis  the  MBTA's  losses 
are  less  than  in  the  past  two  years. 

In  a  report  to  the  Advisory  Committee, 
McCarthy  and  other  members  of  the  budget 
committee  said  the  rcMmmended  1976 
budget  represents  a  6.13  percent  increase 
over  1975. 


This  compares  with  a  10.75  percent 
MBTA  budget  increase  for  1975  over  1971 
and  a  17.31  percent  increase  in  1974  over 
1973. 

"We  set  out  to  implement  a  decrsased 
budget  for  the  first  time,"  the  budget  com- 
mitteee  said.  "We  regret  not  reaching  this 
goal  yet,  but  we  are  close  to  achieving  the 
level  deficit  point  for  cities  and  towns.'* 

Because  of  the  mammoth  MBTA  deficit 
and  the  burden  it  would  put  on  Boston  and 
the  other  78  cities  and  towns,  officials  ex- 
pressed optimism  the  Legislature  would 
assume  half  of  the  $162  millipn  loss. 

The  Legislature  is  also  being  asked  to 
pick  up  half  the  MBTA's  estimated  $140 
million  deficit  for  1975.  The  MBTA  assess- 
ments on  the  cities  and  towns  will  be  paid 
for  1975  next  fall.  The  1976  deficit  is 
reflected  in  assessments  in  1977  to  tax- 
payers. 
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8     The  Patriot  Ledger,  Frl.,  Jan.  9, 1976 


MBTA  Expansion  Halt  Urged 


r 
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MILTON  —  A  call  to  halt  ex- 
pansion of  the  MBTA  was  made 
by  selectmen  last  night.  Letters 
are  to  be  sent  to  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis  and  MBTA  officials  to 
halt  expansion  of  the  rapid  transit 
service  which  they  say  will  in- 
crease deficit  assessments 
against  the  town. 

Selectman  John  P.  Linehan 
said  next  year's  MBTA  assess- 
ment averages  out  to  $250  per 
"man,  woman  and  child"  in  the 
town. 

He  said  that  if  MBTA  users  in 
the  town  were  counted  "the  town 
could  buy  each  of  them  a  new  car 
with  the  money  now  turned  over 
to  the  MBTA." 

To  the  cost  of  the  deficit,  Mr. 
Linehan  said,  must  be  added  the 
actual  fares. 

He  produced  a  travel  poster 
advertising  a  round  rip  jet  fliglit 
from  Boston  to  Bermuda  at  $122. 
"A  person  can  fly  the  700  miles  to 
Bermuda  and  back  at  less  cost 
per  mile  than  on  the  MBTA,"  he 
commented. 

•  Selectmen  chairman  James  D. 
Colt  said  tares  now  are  paying 
only  35  to  40  per  cent  of  the 
MBTA's  costs.  He  told  of  ex- 
periencing delays  in  recent  weeks 
during  commuting  to  Boston.  I 
want  to  travel  the  MBTA,  but  a 
one  third  increase  in  travel  time 
could  force  me  into  an  automo- 
bile," he  stated. 

Mr.  Linehan  added  that  a  secre- 
Ury  in  his  Boston  office  who 
travels  by  bus  from  Plymouth 
complained  about  delays  caused 
by  increased  traffic  on  the  South- 
cast  Expressway. 

"The  MBTA  problems  are  dnv- 
ing  more  people  off  the  system," 
he  commented. 

Selectman  Ralph  L.  Kent  said 
"no  business  would  tolerate  a  silu- 
ation  of  lost  sales  and  customers 
but  increases  in  pay  and  hiring.  I 
understand  they  are  laying  off  at 
Boston  City  Hall  and  rehiring 
them  at  the  MBTA." 
.     Mr.  Colt  said  the  tax  burden  for 


"D 


deficit  assessments  might  de- 
velop into  a  resistance  with  de- 
mands that  new  costs  be  made  up 
out  of  fare  revenues. 

Mr.  Linehan  said  that  the 
"MBTA's  expansion  with  ex- 
tensions to  get  additional  riders  is 
not  stopping  dwindling  patron- 
age. The  extensions  should  be 
stopped  before  the  cities  and 
towns  are  bankrupted  by  the 
MBTA." 

The  reasons  for  dwindling  pa- 
tronage, said  Mr.  Kent,  can  be 
attributed  to  the  service  provided 
and  "fear  of  personal  safety  by 
many  former  downtown  shop- 
pers." ,  ,.  . 
Selectmen  noted  that  the  first 
step  in  converting  town  book- 
keeping functions  to  computer 
data  processing  will  be  taken  this 
Friday  with  the  printing  of  town 
paychecks. 

Mr.  Kent  suggested  that  an 
area  of  the  town  farm  be  used  for 
planting  shrubbery  to  be  used 
elsewhere  in  the  town.  It  would 
become  the  second  town  nursery. 
A  small  area  in  the  DPW  yard 
now  is  used  to  grow  trees  and 
bushes.  , ,.    . 

Selectmen  held  a  public  hear- 
ing on  a  barking  dog  complaint 
brought  by  the  Morante  family  of 
5  Sears  Road  against  the  Cannon 
family,  owners  of  two  dogs  at  70 
Hilltop  St.  Police  Lt.  Domenic  V. 
Guihano  said  more  than  25  tele- 
phone complaints  were  received 
concerning  the  dogs  and  that  12 
police  officers  made  reports  con- 
cerning their  investigations  of  the 
complaints.  A  decision  is  to  be 
announced  at  a  later  dale  by 
selectmen,  they  said. 

Mrs.  Martha  Curtis  of  the  con- 
scrvation  commission  won  ten- 
tative approval  from  selectmen  to 
proceed  with  establishment  of  a 


committee  under  the  state's  new 
growth  policy  development  act. 
The  committee  will  study  town 
land  use  and  help  to  develop  a 
policy  for  its  future  use. 

Selectmen  said  they  would  seek 
to  meet  deadlines  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  consultation 
with  the  planning  board,  and  the 
holding  of  two  public  hearings 
prior  to  the  March  town  meeting. 
Mr.  James  D.  Colt  stated,  how- 
ever, that  the  project  might  have 


to  wait  for  either  a  special  to\ 
meeting  or  the  town  meeting  nr 
March  if  deadhnes  ai-e  not  mri 
A  public  hearing  is  to  be  held 
9  p.m.  on  Jan.  29  by  selectmen 
acceptance  of  five  streets  —  Mi 
inghouse  Lane,  Alfred  Road,  i 
fayette  and  Brierbrook  strec 
and  Barberi7  Lane. 

Selectmen  agreed  to  a  reqi: 
from  St.  Agatha's  parish  to  swi 
voting  on  March  6  from  the  pai 
center  hall  to  the  school  cafete 
The  planning  board  not!! 
selectmen  of  plans  to  hold  a  pii 
meeting  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  t-. 
office  building  on  Jan.  22  to 
cuss  zoning  changes. 
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City  Wise 

MBTA:  W/jere 
does  money  go? 

By  DAN  AHERN 

Last  year  I  voted  for  Mike  Dukakis  because  he  Is  a 
dally  commuter  on  the  MBTA  Green  Line,  a  practice  which 
requires  nen'es  ot  steel  and  more  patience  than  Job  Tfc«se 
are  the  qualities  we  need  in  our  Governor. 

When  he  was  elected,  I  .said  to  my.self,  "No-.v  th  .t  Mike 

«J/..'rjiX  '!i'°  "^  '^"  ^y  "  """P^"  "■•  ='"<^  commute  in 
style.     I  didn  t  expect  that  anyone  making  $40,000  a  vear 

W  S°"'?  continue  to  ride  the  oldest  and  worst  subway  line  in 

rjP ,  North  America. 


..„  ^"^  ^^  °'  '''^  '^^''"'^  executives  or  technicians  eaninc 
540,000  a  year  or  more  ride  in  the  transit  svsiem.  Their  rime 
is  too  valuable  and  their  bodies  too  sensitive  to  be  buffeted 
about  by  the  proletarians  in  the  subway.  Even  the  un- 
derlings ot  the  MBTA,  sweepers  and  clerks  in  the  $16  OOO- 
p.OOO  salary  range,  usually  prefer  to  commute  in  their  own 
late  model  spons  coupes  or  .station  wagoni. 

^      _     So  I  was  surprised  that  the  Governor  continued  to  ride 

,  the  Green  Line,  but  it  does  give  me  one  advantage  —  ea^v 
access  to  the  chief  executive  of  the  state.  I  know  that  every 

,    morning  and  evening  I  can  find  him  down  there  standing' in 

'    a  crowded  car  or  on  a  crowded  platform. 
/  ■         The  other  day  I  got  an  absolutely  fantastic  idea  on  how 

.,  to  bolster  the  Massachusetts  economy,  so  1  dashed  into  the 
subway  to  find  him.  I  entered  at  Arii'ngion  street  whjch  was 

-  -nee  among  the  raunchiest  ot  MBTA  stations  but  is  now 
handsomely  modernized,  if  you  can  overlook  the  dnppirg 

.J     ceilings,  peeling  walls,  crumbling  tiles,  wet  greasy  floors'^ 

'     broken  tumstyles  and  the  escalator  that  works  only  on  Sun- 

;    days  and  legal  holidays. 
,  I  The  overall  decor  is  gray  with  subdued  lighting  A-hich  is 

;    nice  because  it  gives  the  pickpockets  an  even  chance. 

Until  recent  years  Green  Line  service  was  erratic,  but 
BOW  scheduling  Is  computerized  and  it  is  quite  uniformly 

■  poor.  MBTA  has  made  great  progress  toward  the  goal  ot 
having  every  car  behind  schedule  and  overcrowded.  Even- 
tually an  overloaded  Riverside  car  lurched  into  t.Hs  station 
and  screeched  to  a  halt.  Several  hu.ndred  commuters 
charged  at  the  rear  door.  1  put  on  mv  fonthall  helmet,  drove 
through  a  wall  oi  Lord  &.  Taylor  shoppers  and  landed  with  a 
thud  on  the  trollev  flnnr 

Gtandiiig  up.  I  brusned  my  torn  trousers  and  breathed  a 
sigh  of  relief.  This  was  a  profound  mistake.  The  Surgeon 
General  has  warned  us  against  breathing  in  Green  Line 
trolleys.  I  inhaled_a  mixture  of  burning  metal,  perspiring 
flesh,  smoldering  tobacco  and  a  whiff  of  low-grade  mari- 
juana. 

As  the  car  rattled  and  shook  through  the  tunnel,  T  found 
myself  wondering  where  the  money  goes.  The  Green  Line  Is 
the  MBTA's  most  heavily  patronized  service.  This  car  con- 
tained about  300  bodies,  blatantly  oven.'iarsed  at  25-50c  a 
head.  What  did  the  MBTA  do  with  all  tlie  cash? 

Some  MBTA  trolleys  were  bought  new  40  years  ago.  The 
■  others  had  been  salvaged  from  the  junkyards  of  Amenca 
during  the  1950's.  So  the  cost  of  equipment  was  trivial. 

Even  lower  is  the  cost  of  operating  this  ramshackle 
fleet.  The  MBTA  maintenance  program  is  designed  to  keep 
the  employees  well  fed  and  happy.  Cars  are  rarely  serviced 
and  the  heating  systems  are  closed  down  from  mid  Decem- 
ber until  April.  So  the  only  significant  cost  is  paying  the 
conductor  to  sit  up  front  reading  Playboy  magazine." pausing 
occasionally  to  flip  the  switch  that  opens  the  door  or  the  one 

■  that  closes  it  on  the  hands  and  heads  of  the  passengers. 

,  Even  assuming  that  he  is  paid  (wages,  and  benefits) 

I    about  the  same  as  the  Governor  —  the  MBTA  is  still  mak- 

■  mg  big  money  on  the  Green  Line.  Where  does  it  ail  go?  1 

;    was  still  wondering  about  this  when  we  crossed  the  border   i 
into  Brookline.  The  car  flew  along  at  speeds  up  to  S  miles    ; 
I    per  hour  —  and  the  wind   whistled   through   the  broken 
doors  and  windows.  • 

For  a  while  the  brakes  locked  sending  off  sparks  and 
clouds  of  smoke  which  at  loait  provided  an  illusion  of 
warmth.  Later  the  passengers  made  a  bonfire  out  of  debns 
to  the  back  of  the  car. 

I  spotted  the  Governor  sitting  there  in  a  red  ski  mask. 
racoon  coat  and  mukluks  with  his  COM  hockey  stick.  I  told 
him  my  new  idea  to  bolster  the  economy  ot  the  Common- 
wealth and  then  asked,  "Why  the  hockey  stick?" 

He  removed  the  ski  mask  and  was  I  embarrassed.  It 
was  not  the  Governor,  but  Brad  Park. 

"When  do  we  get  to  North  Station?"  he  asked. 

I  started  to  say  that  he  was  headed  in  the  KTong  direc- 
tion, but  we  had  arrived  at  Longwood.  time  for  me  to  alight. 
!  hobbled  three  blocks  to  the  Governor's  house.  His  wife    • 
came  to  the  door. 

"Michael's  not  home,"  she  said,  "he  must  be  caught  to 
B  subway  tie-up". 

"But  service  is  normal  tonight." 

"That's  what  I  mean.  Ncrnu!  i.s  a  tie-up." 

So  I  left  disappointed.  I  walked  hick  to  Boston  because 
It  wa,<i  safer  and  cheaper  tfan  the  MBTA.  And  it  saved  a 
little  time. 

Don  Ahern  ts  an  urban  development  ipecloKit, 


EXHIBIT  F  -  PLANNING 

Noise: 

Two  neighboring  housing  projects  are  ex^josed  to  100  dba  noise  level, 

RESPONSE  TO  EXHIBIT  F  -  PLANNING  (Noise) 

iOO  dba  of  noise  is  not  the  problem  plagtdng  piiblic  housing  projects  whether 

they  be  in  Brcmley  Heathj  New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Chicago,  There  are  many 

housing  projects  around  the  country  that  are  troubled,  not  because  they  are 

located  next  to  railroad  tracks,  but  because  of  the  inherent  nature  of 

trouble  that  coanes  from  stacking  poor  families  one  on  top  a£   the  other.  But 

there  ajre  no  project  experts  measuring  noise  in  those  other  areas  and  why, 

because  there  are  no  federal  funds  available  to  measure  noise  around  public 

housing  projects  Tinless  that  noise  is  associated  with  railroad  tracks  and 

the  expasion  of  rapid  transit  systems. 

To  my  knowle(^  there  have  been  no  demonstrations,  protest  marches  or 

petitions  signed  by  housing  project  residents  objecting  to  the  noise 

generated  from  the.  adjacent  railroad  tracks  and  trains.  This  is  not  to  say 

that  the  ncdse  level  there  is  not  high,  but  it  does  tend  to  sustain  my 

contention  that  there  &re  mor«  important,  pressing  issues  involved  than  the 

abatement  at  noise. 

Yet,   we  are  going  to  spend  millions  on  a  sunken  railway  corridor  so  that 

the  people  in  those  housing  projects  can  still  be  poor  and  deprived,  but 

relatively  free  of  noise  frcm  the  adjacent  railroad  tracks. 

Shame  on  the  purveyors  of  this  deceit.  And  shame  on  those  who  wotild  use  the 

plight  of  poor  people  as  an  excuse  for  their  selfish  intentions. 


I  would  to  stiggest  that  I  have  certain  credentials  that  give  ns  the  right 
to  discuss  noise  and  its  aissociatdon  with  housiJ3g  near  to  railroad  traioks* 

Frcm  the  jraasps  19%  to  19^  I  lived  with  ray  parents  and  faiidJy  at  6  PraailcLin 
Place  in  Ro^indale,  in  a  rear  apartment  that  was  yO  to  50  feet  frcm  the  main 
Bos-HY  railroad;  embankment  at  a  point  100  yards  south  of  the  old  Toll  Gate 
BHjdge  which)  spans  the  tracks  fircra  Washington  St*  to  Ifyde  Pajcic  Ave, 
During  those  years  not  only  were  those  tracks  heavily  traveled  by  passMiger 
and  ccDimercial  tarains,  but  daiily  were  loaded  xd-th.  trains  carrying  military 
troops  said  equipment    needed  for  the  2nd  World  War,  The  caily  memory  I  have  of 
problems  associated  with  living  next  to  the  train  tracks  was  that  it  tended  to 
msiBO  the  laimdiy  a  little  grey  on  wash  day  because  of  the  smoke  froan  the  trains. 
Noise,  sure  there  was  noise,  but  not  seme  thing  that  couldn't  be  tciLerated, 
I  stand  here  todsgr  tnaware  of  any  physical  or  social  retardation  dtse  to  my 
5  years  spent  liviiig^  next  to  and  listening  to  tte  rattle  of  the  trains. 
That  house  stands  today  and  people  live  in  that  rear  apartment.  The  Archdale 
housing  project  is  also  adjacent  to  those  railroad  tracks  about  a  half  mile 
down  the  road,  3^  the  MSSk  at  some  tdiae  in  the  futxjre  extends  a  branch  of  the 
Orange  Idne  along  those  same  trades,  will  it  be  necessary  to  spend  another 
$400  mUlion  for  another  sunken  railway  cdrridor  to  achieve  noise  abatement! 
Exactly  how  far  does  the  MBIA.  intend  to  cariy  this  sunken  railway  corridor 
philosopiflr! 

Geargid  Gershwin  wrote  •*  Rapsody  in  Blue  •*  which  is  a  tribute  to  the  city  and 
its  noise  which:  he  gLorifiies  in  musical  f  orm»  Be  understood  that  the  city 
wovQidii't  be  the  city  without  its  noise,  I  understand  that  also  and  aco^t  it 
as  I  accept  the  Ocean's  roatr,  or  is  it  possible  the  resdtJants  of  seacoast 
towns  are  being  injured  by  the  pounding  of  the  surf? 


I  think  it  is  important  for  the  officials  of  UMTA  who  will  make  the 
decision  on  funding  for  this  project  to  consider  these  points: 

A  lot  of  the  demand  for  this  Southv/est  Corridor  Project  is  coming 

from  the  sector  that  stands  to  gain  financially  from  it. 

There  is  a  total  lack  of  demand  from  the  public  for  this  project. 

There  is  serious  concern  about  whether  such  huge  sums  should  be  spent 
to  construct  a  rapid  transit  system  which  all  available  statistics 
show  will  end  up  serving  the  same  number  of  commuters  or  less. 

Many  people  see  a  problem  vifith  state  government  floating  Bond  Issues 
to  cover  bills  it  cannot  pay  and  construction  it  cannot  afford, 
especially  v/hen  those  Bond  Issues  become  due  some  time  in  the  future 
under  another  administration. 

At  previous  public  hearings,  the  Southwest  Corridor  Development 
Coordinator  made  the  statement  that  there  are  plans  to  build  a 
transit  system  that  will  last  100  years. 

Many  people  are  worried  that  the  debt  for  that  construction  and  the 
yearly  deficits  incurred  by  the  operation  of  that  system,  will  also 
last  100  years, 

I  believe  v;e,  both  citizens  and  public  officials,  have  a  responsibility 
not  to  leave  the  next  generation  an  overwhelming  financial  debt. 

Attached  is  an  article  by  Patrick  J.  Buchanan  expressing  the  viev/  of 
many  people  on  the  subject  of  mass  transit. 
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I  believe  that  those  federal,  state  and  MBTA  officials  v/ho  arc 
proposing  this  project  and  the  expenditure  of  these  huge  sums  of  money- 
have  a  duty  to  answer  to  the  public. 

I  and  many  othei-  people  who  will  not  appear  at  this  hearing  because  as 
they  put  it  "  I'm  just  not  good  at  something  like  speaking  in  public  " 
but  who  nevertheless  are  concerned  about  the  issues  I  have  brought  forth. 
We  would  request  an  official  response  from  the  proper  federal  authorities, 
to  all  the  issues  I  have  challenged  in  the  MBTA' s  Southwest  Corridor 
Project  Application  to  UMTA. 


This  city  and  this  state  can  survive  v/ithout  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Project  and  can  live  with  an  elevated  Orange  Line  along  Washington  St. 
But  this  city  will  not  survive  unless  it  faces  up  to  its  real  problems. 
On  July  9th  Health  Education  and  Welfare  (HEW)  refused  $16  million  to 
the  Boston  School  Dept.  to  aid  in  the  burden  of  costs  of  desegregation. 

$400  million  for  a  sunl^en  railway  corridor,  for  noise  abatement  ? 


I  submit  this  case  against  the  MBTA's  project  to  relocate  the  Orange  Line 
al^a:    Southwest  Corridor  Project 

o 
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William  P.  Bernaszani 
6  Kent  Boad 
Needham,  Mass.  02192 


TESTIMONY  OF  ELBERT  BISHOP  J^"  6S 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT  COALITION,  INC. 

27  DUDLEY  STREET 

ROXBURY,  MASSACHUSETTS  02119 


Southwest  Corridor  Environmental  Impact  Analysis 

for  the  Proposed  Relocated  Orange  Line 

and  Arterial  Street 


MBTA  -  DPW  Joint  Public  Hearing 
July  15,  1976 


The  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  has  been  an  active  voice  in  promoting 
the  development  of  land  and  mass  transit  in  Boston's  Southwest  Corridor  and 
its  impacted  neighborhoods.   Coalition  members,  some  fifty  organizations  in 
Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain  and  the  South  End,  have  sought  to  work  cooperatively 
with  federal,  state  and  city  officials  to  realize  a  Southwest  Corridor  of 
maximum  benefit  to  our  communities  and  the  region.   We  seek  a  development 
effort  which  maximizes  redevelopment  of  our  communities,  which  maximizes 
transit  patronage  and  which  promotes  the  economic  health  of  the  region. 

When  we  began  this  citizen  effort,  we  understood  that  the  Orange  Line, 
Amtrak  and  Commuter  Rail  would  be  depressed  to  avoid  significant  barriers 
between  our  communities,  that  adequate  replacement  service  be  provided,  and 
that  residents  could  avoid  displacement  by  benefiting  from  jobs,  contracts 
and  influence  over  future  development.   It  was  only  under  these  conditions 
that  the  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  would  be  acceptable. 

We  find,  however,  that  the  Commonwealth's  preferred  alternative,  a 
"modified  depression"  of  tracks  through  the  Corridor,  falls  short  of  our 
common  goals  and  expectation.   We  have  much  work  to  do  in  the  coming  weeks 
to  re-establish  the  substance  of  these  goals. 

Specifically,  the  SWCC  Board  and  members  seek  the  following  commitments 
prior  to  the  filing  of  a  capital  grant  application: 

A.   A  Full  Depression  of  All  Tracks  Through  Southwest  Corridor  in  Rox- 
bury and  Jamaica  Plain.   By  every  environmental  measure,  a  Full 
Depression  is  less  severe  on  adjacent  communities  than  a  partial 
depression  would  be.   It  will  involve  no  extensive  disruption  of 
local  street  traffic,  no  additional  takings  of  land  nor  creation 
of  spreading  blight,  and  will  mean  more  for  property  values  and 
future  development.   Foregoing  the  extra  construction  dollars  will 
mean  the  loss  of  another. 9,000  jobs  to  Boston  residents.   The  SWCC 
has  made  its  preference  knox.m  to  MBTA  Chairman  Robert  Kiley  and 


Secretary  of  Transportation  Fred  Salvucci  and  has  called  on  t ':  err.  ^o 
demonstrate  those  places  in  the  Corrr'.dor  where  a  Full  Depression 
would  be  less  than  adequate  for  future  development.   SWCC  has 
indicated  its  willingness  to  work  with  the  Commonwealth  to  resolve 
this  issue  prior  to  the  filing  of  a  capital  grant  application. 

B.  No  four-lane  Arterial  Street  through  Jamaica  Plain  from  Forest  Hills 
to  Jackson  Square.   This  road  is  not  planned  as  a  local  street,  will 
do  nothing  to  remove  commuter  traffic  from  neighborhood  streets  and 
will  induce  more  commuter  traffic  into  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and 
the  South  End.   The  SWCC  also  supports  limiting  the  Arterial  Street 
through  Roxbury  to  four  moving  laneis. 

C.  Support  the  Contractors  Association  of  Boston  which  seeks  a  set- 
aside  of  30  per  cent  of  the  dollar  value  of  these  contracts  for 
minority  contractors  with  community  screening  of  positions  created 
within  the  MBTA  to  implement  this  demand. 

D.  Support  the  position  of  the  Community  Task  Force  on  Construction 
that  50  percent  of  the  jobs  on  the  project  in  the  minority  community 
and  30  percent  of  the  jobs  on  the  remainder  of  the  project  in  the 
city,  trade  by  trade,  should  go  to  construction  workers  of  color; 
further,  that  50  percent  of  the  jobs  in  the  white  areas  of  the 
project  should  go  to  residents  of  those  communities. 

E.  Finally,  a  new  memorandum  of  understanding  will  be  signed  to  streng- 
then community  participation  in  any  future  engineering,  design  and 
implementation  phases  and  to  assure  community  sign-off  on  new  land 
disposition  decisions. 

We  have  been  encouraged  over  the  past  few  weeks  by  the  spirit  of  support 
provided  by  our  friends  and  well  wishers;  it  is  to  retain  their  confidence 
in  our  shared  vision  that  we  will  pursue  these  goals  until  they  are  served. 


We  have  also  been  encouraged  by  state  and  city  demonstration  of  cooperation  in 
assisting  residents  in  the  evaluation  of  the  alternatives  under  consideration 
here  today. 

In  closing,  we  want  to  focus  on  the  fact  that  the  Southwest  Cojridor  is 
the  most  important  transportation  facility  in  the  region.   A  large  share   ^■"^5/''**'^,' 


•^y  c. 


of  its  costs  reflect  the  needs  of  inter-city  travellers  and  suburban-  commuters. 
As  we  look  at  the  exciting  potential  this  project  can  bring  to  distressed 
Boston,  we  should  find  that  there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  considerations  of 
local  residents  which  a  Somerville  or  a  Cambridge  would  claim  from  new 
transit  cannot  equally  be  extended  to  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain.   Surely, 
anything  less  would  amount  to  a  denial  of  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

The  SWCC  will  have  available  for  your  review  a  detailed  critique  of 
the  Environmental  Impact  Analysis  with  detailed  recommendations.   We  thank 
you  for  this  opportunity  to  summarize  our  concerns. 
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S.W.C.C.  Position  on  Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing     6>(^"0p  ^^ 

ON  JULY  15,  1976,  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY  AND  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  WILL  HOLD  A  PUBLIC  HEA.RING  ON  THE  BUILDING  OF  THE 
SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  (12N  -  5  p.m.  AND  7-11  p.m.,  305  SOUTH  STREET,  JAMAICA  t°LA1N) . 
THIS  HEARING  WILL  SOLICIT   PUBLIC  COMMENTS  ON  THE  RELOCATION  OF  THE  MBTA  ORANGE 
LINE  FROM  WASHINGTON  STREET  TO  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  AND  THE  LOCATION  OF  A 
TRENCH  THROUGH  THE  SOUTH  END,  ROXBURY  AM)  JAMAICA  PLAIN  TO  ACCOMODATE  SOME  800 
ORANGE  LINE,  AMTRAK  AND  COMMUTER  RAIL  TRAINS  PER  DAY.  THE  HEARING  WILL  ALSO 
COVER  A  PROPOSED  SIX-LANE  ARTERIAL  STREET  REPLACING  EXISTING  COLUMBUS  AND  TREMONT 
STREETS  BETWEEN  JACKSON  SQUARE  AND  STERLING  STREET  CONNECTING  A  NEW  FOUR  LANE 
STREET  FROM  FOREST  HILLS  TO  JACKSON  SQUARE  (THE  ARTERIAL  STREET)  WITH  A  NEW 
FOUR  LANE  CROSSTOWN  ARTERIAL  BETWEEN  COLUMBUS  AVENUE  AND  THE  SOUTHEAST  EXPRESS- 
WAY.' •  FOLLOWING  POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PUBLIC  HEARING,  FROM 
JUNE  22,  1976  SOUTHWEST  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESIDENTS  AND  ORGANIZATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES  HAVE  REVIEWED  THE  COMMONWEALTH" S  PROPOSAL  TO  BUILD  A  "MODIFIED 
(PARTIAL)  DEPRESSION"  OF  THE  TRACKS  THROUGH  THE  CORRIDOR.   FOLLOWING  IS  THE 
POSITION  OF  THE  SWCC  ADOPTED  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  HEARING  ON  JULY  15,  1976: 

Building  Boston's  Southwest  Corridor  is  more  than  an  urban  transportation 
project;  it  will  provide  important  regional  benefits  for  suburban  commuters  as 
well  as  inter-city  Amtrak  riders  as  well  as  become  a  model  for  how  we  restore 
and  revitalize  decaying  sections  of  our  central  cities.   The  measures  we  take 
or  fail  to  take  here  will  be  closely  scrutinized  for  indications  of  the  potential 
for  physical  and  social  renewal  of  our  cities- elsewhere,  without  the  massive 
disruption  associated  with  urban  renewal. 

It' is  instructive  to  recall  the  original  understanding  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor:   that  the  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  is  acceptable  only  if  the 
tracks  are  fully  depressed  to  avoid  another  barrier  between  our  neighbors; 
only  if  an  adequate  replacement  service  is  provided;  and  only  if  residents  can 
benefit  from  the  project  through  jobs,  income,  contracts,  and  influence  over 
future  development.   It  is  necessary  that  we  are  satisfied  that  each  of  these 
elements  is  present  if  we  are  to  endorse  the  Southwest  Corridor's  impact 
analysis. 

In  a  project  as  complext  and  as  important  to  Boston's  future  as  the  South- 
west Corridor,  we  urge  the  broadest  possible  interpretation  of  environmental 
impact  to  include  these  and  other  elements  as  criteria  for  the  support  of  all 
interested  parties. 

After  thorough  review  of  the  Commonwealth's  Preferred  Alternative  for 
Building  the  Southwest  and  its  Environmental  Impact  Analysis  (short  of  a 
detailed  engineering  evaluation),  the  SWCC  endorses  the  following: 

A.   A  Full  Depression  of  All  Tracks  through  Southwest  Corridor  in  Roxbury 
and  Jamaica  Plain.   By  every  environmental  measure,  a  full  depression 
is  less  severe  on  adjacent  communities  than  a  partial  depression  would 
be.   It  will  involve  no  extensive  disruption  of  local  street  traffic, 
no  additional  takings  of  land  nor  creation  of  spreading  blight,  and 
will  mean  more  for  property  values  and  future  development.   Fore- 
going the  extra  construction  dollars  will  mean  the  loss  of  another 
9,000  jobs  to  Boston  residents.   The  SWCC  has  made  its  preference 
known  to  MBTA  Chairman  Robert  Kiley  and  Secretary  of  Transportation 
Fred  Salvucci  and  has  called  on  them  to  work  with  SWCC  in  establishing 
those  places  in  the  Corridor  where  a  full  depression  would  be  less 
than  adequate  for  future  development.   SWCC  has  indicated  its  willing- 


ness  to  work  with  the  Commonwealth  to  resolve  this  issue  prior  to  the 
filing  of  a  capital  grant  application. 

B .  No  four-lane  Arterial  Street  through  Janaica  Plain  froin  Foresr  Hillc; 
to  Jackson  Square.   This  is  not  planned  as  a  local  street,  will  do 
nothing  to  remove  commuter  traffic  from  neighborhood  streets  and  will 
include  more  commuter  traffic  into  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and  the 
South  End.   The  SWCC  also  supports  limiting  the  Arterial  Street 
through  Roxbury  to  four  moving  lanes. 

C.  Support  the  Contractors  Association  of  Boston  which  seeks  a  set- 
•  .     side  of  30  per  cent  of  the  dollar  value  of  these  contracts  for 

minority  contractors  with  community  screening  of  positions  created 
within  the  MBTA  to  implement  this  demand. 

D.  Support  the  position  of  the  Community  Task  Force  on  Construction 
that  50  percent  of  the  jobs  on  the  project  in  the  minority  community 
and  30  per  cent  of  the  jobs  on  the  remainder  of  the  project  in  the 
city,  trade  by  trade,  should  go  to  construction  workers  of  color; 
further,  that  50  percent  of  the  jobs  in  the  white  areas  of  the 
project  should  go  to  residents  of  those  communities. 

E.  Finally,  a  new  memorandum  of  understanding  will  be  signed  to  streng- 
then coimnunity  participation  in  any  future  engineering,  design  and 
implementation  phases  and  to  assure  community  sign-off  on  new  land 
disposition  decisions. 

The  SWCC  and  Southwest  Corridor  neighborhoods  have  been  encouraged  by  4;he 
Commonwealth's  willingness  to  work  out  these  issues  and  fully  expect  their 
resolution  with  the  support  your  testimony  can  provide. 

If  you  support  a  Southwest  Corridor  which  is  of  benefit  to  all  of  our 
communities  we  urge  you  to  testify  in  favor  of  the  project  on  July  15th  and  suppor 
the  positiontof  the  SWCC.   If  you  cannot  appear  in  person  please  write  Robert 
Kiley,  Chairman,  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority,  A5  High  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  before  August  1,  1976  and  let  your  feelings  be  known.   A 
more  detailed  analysis  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  is  available  by  calling, 
617-4^7-0035.   Ask  for  Elbert  Bishop,  Dee  Primm  or  Polly  Russell. 


July  23,  1976 


Mr.  Robert  Kiley 

MBTA 

45  High  Street 

Boston,  MA.    02110 

Dear  Mr .  Kiley : 

The  Neighborhood  Coalition  of  Jamaica  Plain  herewith 

transmits  its  written  testimony  dealing  with  the 

Southwest  Corridor  project. 

Respectfully  submitted 


Donald  Blake 

Pres  ident 

Neighborhood  Coalition  of 
Jamaica  Plain 


NEIGHBORHOOD  COALITION  OF  JAM/gCA  PLAIN 

WRITTEN  TESTIMONY  ON  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PROJECT 

I.    BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  ON  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  COALITION 
OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

The  Neighborhood  Coalition  of  Jamaica  Plain  (NCJP)  is  a  grass 
roots  umbrella  organization  made  up  of  neighborhood  associations 
businessmen's  groups,  non-profit  agencies  and  individual 
members.   Membership  in  NCJP  is  open  to  any  Jamaica  Plain 
resident  or  group.   Group  membership  requires  a  verifiable 
list  of  membership  (minimum  of  10  members  required) .   The 
officers  of  NCJP  are  elected  at  an  annual  convention.   Each 
neighborhood  associations  electsa  voting  member  to  the  NCJP 
board  as  well.   Member  neighborhood  associations  range  in 
size  from  10  to  250.   There  are  over  400  individual  registered 
members . 

The  NCJP  was  created  by  neighborhood  residents  in  response 
to  the  need  for  an  open,  partisan  grass  roots  organization 
capable  of  working  effectively  on  issues  important  to  the  life 
of  the  Jamaica  Plain  community.   (See  appended  article  from 
JAMAICA  PLAIN  CITIZEN  on  origins  of  the  NCJP.   Member  neigh- 
borhood associations  have  had  up  to  250  people  actively  parti- 
cipating in  meetings  and  activities  related  to  community  issues. 
A  copy  of  the  bylaws  is  attached  as  is  a  list  of  the  member 
organizations  of  NCJP. 
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II  NCJP  WORK  ON  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  ISSUE 

Officers  and  members  of  NCJP  have  been  attending  the 
state  sponsored  meetings  on  the  Southwest  Corridor  project 
environmental  studies  since  the  process  began  last  fall.   The 
working  committee  attendance  records  attest  to  the  consistency 
of  NC JP ' s  participation  as  well  as  that  of  NCJP ' s  member  organiza- 
tions . 

THE  NCJP   transportation  committee  has  been  studying 
and  working  on  the  SOUTHWEST  Corridor  project  since  the  com- 
mittee's inception  in  November  1975.   In  February  1976  NCJP 
sponsored  an  informational  meeting  on  the  proposed  arterial 
road  from  Jackson  Square  to  Forest  Hills.  The  meeting  was 
attended  by  over  200  Jamaica  Plain  residnets,  featured  presenta- 
tions by  John  MacRae  of  the  F.R.  Harris  consultants  and  Polly 
Russell  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition.   Atits  March 
meeting  the  Board  of  Directors  of  NCJP  voted  to  take  a  pos  i- 
tion  against  the  construction  of  the  arterial  street  from 
Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Square  and  in  favor  of  the  full 
depression  of  the  relocated  Orange  Line. 

An  all  volunteer  run  petition  drive  resulted  in  over 
1600  Jamaica  Plain  residents  signing  petitions  in  support  of 
NCJP ' s  position  on  the  arterial  street  and  the  depression  of 
the  new  Orange  Line. 
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III  ARGUMENTS  IN  FAVOR  OF  FULL  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  RELOCATED 
ORGANGE  LINE 

The  following  are  the  arguments  in  .support  of  NC JP  '  s 

position  of  full  depression  of  the  rnlocatod  Orange  Line. 

1.  Barrier  Effect  -  The  neighborhoods  6f    Jamaica  Plain 
have  long  been  separated  by  the  railroad  eirlbank 

The  elevated  structure  coming  down  with  the 

relocation  would  also  have  a  very  positive  influence.   However, 
NCJP  does  not  wish  to  see  the  "barrier  effect"  maintained 
by  a" semi-depressed"  Orange  Line  which  would  limit  access  and 
separate  neighborhoods  visually  and  psychologically.   Full 
depression  of  that  line  is  needed  to  unite  neighborhoods  long 
separated  by  the  embankment. 

2.  Taking  s  -  The  state's  modified  -depressed  proposal 
would  require  additional  takings  of  homes  and  businesses  in 
Jamaica  Plaxn.   NCJP  isopposed  to  additional  takings.   Enough 
hardship  was  caused  by  takings  for  1^95  and  the  fully  depressed 
alternative  can  be  built  without  further  takings. 

3.  Sx3 reading  of  Bliglit  -  The  additional  takings  and  barrier 
effect  of  the  semi-depressed  altenative  would  increase  chances 

of  the  spread  of  blight.   The  line  of  blight  milst  be  held  and 

removed,  not  moved  further  and  furtlier  into  the  ne  ig?iborhoods  . 

4.  Disruption  of  Traffic  Flow  -  Access  and  traffic  flow 

would  be  made  more  difficult  by  the  overpasses  required  by  the  state's 
modified  depressed  alternative.   Pedestrian  access  is  important 
in  Jamaica- Plain  since  many  people  do  not  own  cars.   Senior 
citizens,  for  example,  would  have  to  walk  up  and  down  "hills" 


_4- 
crated  to  pass  the  "modified  depression"  instead  of  being 
able  to  walk  on  level'  ground  with  the  fully  depressed  tracks. 

5 . Noise  -  The  semi-depression  would  result  in  higher 
levels  of  noise  pollution  than  the  full  depression.   We  question 
the  method  of  arriving  at  the  EIA's  estimate  of  62  dba.   Instead 
of  the  average  noise  level  it  would  be  relative  to  project 
the  peak  levels  and  frequencies.   NCJP  argues  that  the  noise 
level  of  the  modified  depression  would  be  worse  than  the  EIA 
says  it  would . 

6.   Economic  Impact  -  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
difference  in  construction  work  between  the  semi-  and  fully 
depressed  alternatives  is  9000  construction  jobs.   This  amount 
of  work  would  be  a  boon  to  the  state,  city  and  neighborhoods' 
many  unemployed  workers. 

7.   Other  arguments  - 

a.  The  semi-depression  would  limit  the  flexibility 
of  development  that  may  be  desired  by  the  neighborhoods  because 
(1)  air  rights  development  would  be  limited;   (2)  possibility  of 
future  decking  would  be  limited. 

b.  Under  the  fully  depressed  alternative,  catenary 
wires  would  be  installed  without  an  EIA  while  one  would  be 
required  in  the  semi-depr®sed  alternative. 
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IV  DISCUSSION  OF  ARGUMENTS  GIVEN  IN  FAVOR  OR  THE 
SEMlj^DEPRESSION 

1.  Cost  Argument  -  The  state  argues  that  the  full 
depression  would  be  too  costly.   NCJP  '  s  arguments  against 
the  position  are: 

a.  The  consultants  used  the  highest  groundwater 
level  as  a  base  for  estimating  costs  of  fully  depressing  the 
Orange  line,  that  is,  they  used  the  worst  possible  case.   In 
fact  the  groundwater  level  varies  and  using  the  highest  level 
as  a  base  would  overestimate  the  costs  of  full  depression. 

b.  The  original  project  (1-95  with  tracks  on  median) 
was  projected  to  cost  $600  million.   The  full  depression 
would  cost  less  than  the  original  $600  million  corrected  for 
inflation . 

2.  "The  details  can  be  worked  out"  -  The  state's  South- 
west corridor   coordinator  has  said  that  if  the  modified 
depression  is  included  in  the  capital  grant  application,  that 
details  could  be  worked  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  neighbor- 
hood.  NCJP ' s  position  is  that  the  neighborhood  should  be  in 

the  position  of  having  funds  available  for  the  full  depression 
and  cutting  backin  some  places  if  the  impacts  are  acceptable 
to  abutters . 

3.  Disposal  of  Extra  Dirt  -  One  person  testified  that  the 
modified  depression  should  be   uilt  since  the  full  depression 
would  result  in  much  more  dirt  being  hauled  through  the 
neighborhood  on  trucks.   We  would  like  to  point  out  that  plans 
call  for  hauling  dirt  out  by  rail  and,  therefore,  the  argument 
is  negated . 


IV.    NCJP'S  POSITION  ON  THE  PROPOSED  ARTERIAL  STREET  IN 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 


NCJP  opposes  the  construction  of  the  arterial  street 
from  Jackson  Square  to  Forest  Hills.   The  reason's  for  this 
position  are  : 

1.  Barrier  Effect  -  The  same  argument  applies  here  as 
with  the  modified  depression  of  the  Orange  Line:   The  arterial 
street  would  serve  as  a  barrier  between  neighborhoods  that 
need  to  be  united.   Access  (for  antos  and  pedestrians)  moving 
east-west  in  the  community  would  be  imparled  by  the  street, 
its  traffic  and  signal  lights. 

2.  Air   and  Noise  Pollution  -  The  increased  traffic 
caused  by  the  arterial  would  increase  air  and  noise  pollution 
in  Jamaica  Plain.   The  EIA  states  (p.  5-68)  that,  without  new 
air  pollution  controls  on  cars  or  a  transportation  control 
plan  in  Boston  that  works,  the  arterial  will  cause  carbon 
monoxide  levels  to  exceed  the  maximum  air  pollution  standards 
in  several  places  in  Jamaica  Plain.   Also,  carbon  monoxide 
]a^els  at  Green  and  Boylston  Streets  would  be  more  than  tripled 
by  1980.   Noise  pollution  would  be  increased  by  the  arterial 
as  well.   While  noise  increases  are  shown  in  the  EIA   for  the 
"build  arterial"  alternative  we  questions  the  methodology  used- 
NCJP  believes  the  noise  level  with  the  arterial  would  be 
higher  than  that  projected.   For  example,  no  study  was  done 

on  the  noise  impact  of  eight  intersections  along  the  arterial 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  where   there  would  be  increased  noise  at 
these  locations  due  to  shifting  and  accelerating. 


3 .  Increase  in  Traffic  -  The  36,000  cars  carried  daily 
by  the  arterial  (p.  5-8,  EIA)  and  the  changes  in  traffic 
patterns  caused  by   the   arterial   would  Viave  a  very  detri- 
mental effect  on  the  neighborhood.   We  would  like  to  touch 
on  several  points. 

a.  No  study  was  done  on  trucks  and  the  arterial; 
even  though  many  truckers  have  said  it  will  become  a  major 
truck  route . 

b.  Residential  streets,  perpendicular  to  the 
arterial,  will  see  hav   increases  in  traffic   and     congestion. 
This  applies  to  the  Brookside  Neighborhood,  the  Sumner  Hill 
Neighborhood,  the  Stoneybrook  Neighborhood,  the  South  St. 
Neighborhood  and  the  Spring  Park  neighbor  liood.   (p  5-8,  EIA). 
These  perpendicular  streets  would  be  used  by  commuters  to  get 

to  and  from  the  arterial.   The  mot?iodology  used  in  traffic 
projections,  we  feel,  undei' states  this,  even  thougli  increases 
are  shown.   No  projection  was  shown  for  Green  Street  between 
the  arterial  and  Washington  Street, even  though,  logically,  there 
would  be  a  great  increase  in  traffic  there  with  the  arterial. 

4.  Safety  -  The  arterial  street  would  be  a  safety  hazard 
for  children  (p  6-31,  EIA) .   Jamaica  Plain  is  a  residential 
neighborhood.   Its  future  strength  lies  in  its  ability  to 
attract  and  keep  families.   Building  a  road  that  would  be  unsafe 
for  children  would  hurt  tremendously. 
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5.  INconsi.  stency  with  TrarsLt  Policy  -  The  stated  policy 
of  Massachusetts  is  to  increase  tranit  ridorship.   Building  a 
road  for  commuters,  right  next  to  a  now  transit  line,  contradicts 
this  policy . 

6.  ..  Local  Decision  Making  -  Secretary  of  Transportation, 
Salvucci ,  has  publicly  stated  that  the  arterial  street  issue 
in  Jamaica  Plain  would  be  decided  locally --that  Jamaica  Plain 
residents  would  have  the  major  voice.   Therefore,  we  ask  that 
the  following  testimony  of  outside  groups  on  the  arterial 
would  be  disregarded: 

1 .  Water  Ryan 

2.  HarryO'Donnell 
3  .   J  .  F  .  D  a  V  o  r  e  n 

4.  Larry  Sullivan 

5 .  Fred  Hansen 

6.  Don  Berry 

7.  JoeScliwartz 

8.  William  Kane 

All  of  the  above  are  rexsresentatives  of  trade  unions  or 
contractor's  associations.   We  are  not  against  such  groups 
but  we  are  in  favor  of  the  state's  lionoring  Mr.  Salvucci's 
commitment  that  local  peoplewould  decide  the   Tamaica  Plain  arterial 
atr ee t  i  ssue . 

7 .  Undesirable  Development  Fostered  by  the  Arterial  - 
The  amount  of  land  for  development  in  Jamaica  Plain's  segment 

of  the  Southwet  Corridor  is  essentially  the  same  with  or  without 
the  arterial  street.   However,  the  street  would  attract  the  kind 
of  development  considered  undesirable  by  NCJP,  that  is,  auto 
oriented  commercial  development,  such  as  fast  food  outlets, 
gas  stations,  etc. 
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V.    COMMENTS  ON  ARGUMENTS  PRESENTED  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE 
ARTERIAL  STREET  .. 

1.  !iomri  par.sona  teytifylnq  arqued  thjit  the  arterial 
would  relieve  traffic  from  the  local  r e s idcntial  s tree t s  . 
On  this  argument  we  wish  to  comment  as  follows: 

a.  traffic  on  east/west  residential  streets  would 
be  increased ; 

b.  Alternatives  to  the  arterial  should  be  considered; 
such  as : 

(1)  upgrading  the  Seaver  St/Columbus  Ave. /Blue 
Hill  Ave.  corridor.   This  already  is  an  arterial  and  is  not 
as  heavily  residential  as  the  proposed  route  of  the  Jamaica 
Plain  arterial. 

(2)  plans  being  formulated  by  a  group  of  local 
residents  (contact  Mr.  Stuart  Robbins)  to  relieve  local 
streets  without  an  arterial  should  be  considered.  Also,  it  must 
be  realized  that  Washington  St.  without  the  elevated  structure 
would  and  could  carry  much  of  the  traffic  now  borne  by  Amory 

and  Lamartine  Streets  if  the  arterial  is  not  built.   This  situation 
can  be  equated  with  the  developments  of  a  parallel  situation 
on  Main  St,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

2.  Testimony  that  the  arterial  would  generate  construc- 
tion jobs.   It  is  true  that  construction  work  would  be  generated 

by  the  road.   However,  the  neighborhood  would  suffer  the  -  consequences 
for  many  ye.ars.    An  alternative  approach,  which  would  generate 
more  construction  jobs  would  be  to  fully  depress  the  Orange  Line. 
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3.  It  was  argued  by  some  persons  testifying  that  the 
arterial  road  would  be  good  for  the  neighborhoods'  economy. 
However,  as  stated  above,  it  is  likely  that  the  kind  of  develop- 
ment stimulated  by  the  road  would  bo  auto-oriented  and  undesirable. 

4.  The  argument  was  presented  that  the  arterial  shotdd 
be  built  as  a  substitute  to  the  current  blight  and  to  prevent 
undesirable  development,  such  as  heavy  industry.   However, 
this  fails  to  take  into  consideration  the  following: 

(a)  there  is  essentially  the  same  amount  of 
land  for  development  with  or  without  the  corridor; 

(b)  once  the  ]5eriod  of  uncertainty  is  over 
desirable  development  or  open  space  park  land  could  take  place 
on  corridor  land; 

(c)  heavy  industry  would  be  much  more  likely  to  be 
attracted  with  the  arterial  road  (for  truck,  acceSs,  etc.) 

5.  Some  residents  testified  the  arterial  would  solve  the 
access  problem  for  emergency  vehicles  on  other  local  streets.   We 
question  whether  this  is  a  real  problem--no  fire  or  police 
department  testimony  on  this  as  a  problem  was  heard  even  though 

a  representative  of  the  Mayor  "spoke  for  all  city  departments." 

6.  Testimony  was  given  by  representatives  of  five 

groups  who  have  not  participated  in  the  state  meetings  (we 

request  that  attendance  records  be  checked)   We  also  question 

whether  in  fact  these  groups  have  real  constituencies  or 

memberships.   Therefore,  we  request  that  testimony  of  the 

following  groups  in  fevor  of  the  arterial  be  disregarded,  and  be 

considered  as  individual  testimony  as  we  do  not  question  the  right 
of  individuals  to  testify. 
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1.  Lamar  tine  Boylston  Civic  Assn. 

2.  Lamar tine/Ather ton ,  Mozard  Civ.  Assn. 

3.  Ward  11  Civic  Assn. 

4.  ABCD  Civic  Assn. 

5.  Forest  Hills  Public  Improvement  Comm. 
VI.    NEW  MEMORANDUM  OF  AGREEMENT 

We  wish  to  express  our  support  of  a  new  written  agreement 
between  the  community  and  the  state  v/hich  v/ould  include  neigh- 
borhood "write  off"  for  state  controlled  development  parcels  in 
the  Southwest  Corridor  of  Jamaica  Plain.   Our  specific  proposal 
would  have  each  parcel  identified.   The  neighborhood  directly 
abutting  this  parcel  and  receiving  the  most  impact  from  the 
development  of  the  parcel  would  participate   in  any  develop- 
mental plans  and  have  a  final  "write  off"  or  approval  of  the 
land  use.   The  exact  geographic  periphery  of  each  parcel 
affected  could  be  negotiated  prior  to  the  completion  of  any 
agreement  between  the  community  and  the  state.   This  formalization 
of  guideles  procedures  and  the  actual  geography  of  the  affected 
areas  would  enable  the  state  and  the  community  to  participate 
in  a  functional  process  which  would  benefit  the  occupants 
and  abutters  of  the  impacted  areas.   Thus,  any  particular 
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neighborhood  would  have  a  method  or  vehicle  to  express  their 
particular  concerns  .as  to  the  disposition  oi!  any  state 
controlled  developable  property.   We  would  like  to  submit 
a  specific  proposal  upon  approval  of  this  concept  by  the 
state,  and  request , herewi th  an  official  response. 


APP_END^X 

MEMBER  GROUPS  WHICH  TOOK  POSITIONS  AGAINST  THE  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
ARTERIAL  IN  FAVOR  OF  FULL  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  ORAVJGE  LINE 

Jamaica  Plain  Tenants  Action  Group 

Parkside  Neighborhood  Association 

Jamaica  South  Neighborhood  Association 

Fordham  Court  Tenants  Association 

Stoneybrook  Neighborhood  Association 

Hennigan  Community  School   Council 

Jamaica  Plain  Wide  Health 

Hampstead  Road  Neighborhood  Association 

Brookside  Family  Life  Center 

Chestnut  Avenue  Block  Club 

Boynton  Street  Neighborhood  Association 

Ecumenical  Social  Action  Committee 

Lawndale  Neighborhood  Association 

Jamaica  Street  Block  Club 

Over  400  individual  members 

MEMBER  GROUPS  WHICH  DID  NOT  TAKE  A  POSITION  ON  THE  ISSUE: 

Jamaica  Hills  Association 

Centre  St.  Businessmen's  Association 

Egleston  Square  Business  Men's  Association 

Jamaica  Plain  Kiwanis 


,'o  t.ho  Ad-rioc  Coalition  of  Jamaica  Plain  rioiyliborhoodG  and 
Residents : 


Article  II  -  Section  1  of  thei:;o  nropoGcd  bv-lc-'.\;s  establishes 
the  boundariciH  of  what  our  orooofjed  organization  would 
consider  to  be  Ja^^iaica  Plain  and  tliu.'s  './ithin  its  concern. 

If  you  were  to  eall:  the  boijndaries  of  the  section  of 
Boston  v;e  call  Jamaica  Plain  <ind  v^ander  within  those  boundaries 
what  would  you  r.eo? 

Vou  v/ould  see  a  bautiful  j^ond ,  an  arboretum,  beads  i"  <-bo 
emerald  rosary  of  Olmstead  Park:  and,  an  ugly  elo"atf<d 
structure  and  dilapidated  trolleys. 

Fine  old  houses  and  expensive  new  ones  and  abandoned 
ones  and  ones  in  the  final  staqes  of  neglect. 

And  now  lighting  and  loarkiiig  lots  and  iunk-fillo-u  ones. 

'\       And  who  woulci  you  meet?  Old  rbsidonts  who  count  their 
presence  here  in  <]onorat.i  ons  ami  new  ones  who  do  so  in 
months. 

People  wliose  native  tongue  is  Spanisli  or  Greek  or  almost 
a/~,y  other,  American  Blacks  and  newly   arrived  Blacks  from 
tlie  Is  lands  . 

The  question,  tiien,  that  tlie  iJy-Lav;s  Commitfoo  addressed 
itself  to  was  i-^hetner  or  not  it  criuld  create  a  set  of 
by-laws,  guidelines  really,  for  an  orga  n  i- ;^at  ion  which  could 
represent  a  commurv  i.ty  so  div<ir.'jn  in  its  racial,  ethnic, 
economic  and  political  being  that  that  diversity  seemed 
to  be  the  only  common  tliread  running  tli rough  it. 

Me    vlon't  Jcnow  if  we  have  succeeded.  Tiane,  as  it  doos  v/ith 
all  man's  efforts  to  better  iiis  environment,  will  tell. 

'Je  hope  v/e  liave  created  a  structuro:  witliin  which  the 
v.ltimato  strengtli  of  the  Com'iiunt;  iv  will  establish  itself; 
and  that  strength  is  the  fact  that,  despite  our  differences, 
in  the  final  instance,  our  problems  arc  »eally  the  same. 

"Respectfully  su).i..-ii  t  ted ,  the  ay-bav/s  Committee  of  the 
Ad-;ioc  Coal  ti  on  of  Jamaica  Plain 


!Jeil  riavage 
E 1  e  a ;'  o  r  '  F  e  a  c  o  c  -: 
Geri.y  Leon 
Jack  Plunkott 
P.onald  Il'afer 
P^ichard  Norton 


j'Iclene  Learv 
John  :lcClure 
Vivienne  Tho:iir, 
David  VJliite 
Ph  i.  1  i  p    -J  ].ock 
Kathy  J'jrine  ■:;  sy 
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TJior"'!    ohcij  1    bt;    four    ':ate;',orli:r,    ol    i-1oi:vbor;-/i}i];    in    tl)o 
ui'i^^ari,!  ;iat  ;i  on  : 

I.     ].';!(lj.vi' iual    U:ii'!\h'-:Viiii[>    (.-■onr- i  r.;r  I  a;',    nj"    tiiose    wiio    m.->i.' 
;''.;;;;   i';nl:r;    witliin    ill':    .1  i  :..  i' c  vo  I     Ijrrjnd.i  r'i.c;.;    oi    tlK^ 
'Jr".-',.jri  :.  ,:',.iL  i  on    arvi    !-..,iV';     ;l;:.ii.;i  :1    Li'<j    ■■";., ;,o    of    18    ycMi'T, . 
oucii    In  .liv  i/Jual    11.' ■•Iicr';,    :j|;,'lt    havf    -I:li<j    right    to 
vol',-;    at    any    ai-.d    a  IJ.   ■Gc'.,.;r',vi.    ,-ie<?tin^];s    of    tlic 
Oi'fiani;iation   .,nu    to    ho.].i.l    ori.'ice    in    tin.:    Oi\j;ani  zatioti 
and    to    I)'.:   ;;"ic:iiber3    oi    cno    iixccntive    Cojiiiaittee. 

b.  ilei.f^hborhood    an  1    Tcn-?ntc.   AGSociationr.    consisting 
of    any   valid    y.roui)   v/itii    "cen   or   more   luemberE    in   goo^I 
.>-:  t. ail  ling    OT\'j,.ani?,cd    to    vork    for   and    ripri">.r3ent    tno 
interest    of    any    recognizable    noi.dibci'Uood   or   tenants 
groiij-i   within    the    Ijoundaries    of    tJiis    ori];am"  za  t.ion. 

Each   nejnber    in    j.'iood    standing   of   every    oucn 
Neigifboriiood    a.nd    'i'enaiits    Ar;;5ooi  a  i.  i'ln   v/hich   Ig    affiili- 
atcU   witli    this    Ore  iniz-.j  Lion  .slia].!    Iuvjg    one    vote    at 
;^ach    and    ever'y    Gener-al    Keetin  ■;    of    thi^    OrfTani '/.ati  on 
■And    Ghall    be    entitled    to    r.rjid    one    deIo;j,ate    to 
tl-.e    Board    of    Dir'ee  to.riG ,    to    hold   office    in   the 
Organization    and    to    be   laeinbers    of    tiie    Executive 
Committee    and    tiie    Staudinj;^    Committeer.    of    the 
Or;f,..iniza  ticjii . 

c.  Ejs.inesG   AggocI  rtlons .    Each    sucli   A^-;30cia  tion , 
for:;iefl    for    tlic    promotion   of    tlie    interests    of    the 
bu,'-;iness    commuiiity   vjithin   the    ])Oinidaries   of   this 
Oi'.j.aniz.ation,    :.Eial.l    be    entitled    to   membership    .' n   the 
0P!>ai5ization   and    shall    liave    one    vote    at    any   and   all 
Genei'al   J-Icetings   of   tlie   Organization   and    siiall    ))e 
entitled   to   hold   office    in   the   Oiyjani;:ation  and   to 
be    iri'ii'Lbers    of    tiie    Executive    C'Jiiimittce. 

d.  Other   oryan,  izations ,    whether   public    or    private, 


or  me. 


f...a-'    Ln.e    r^.ecific    purj.>ose    of    fulfillmj    a 


need    not    inconsistent    v/ith    tlie    jnirposes    of   this 
Organi3:?.ition   as    set    forth    in   Article    III    of   these 
By-Lav;s    vjithin    the    boundaries    of   this    organization, 
siiall    be    entitled    to   members, ;ip    in   this    oriyani- 
zation   and    to    one    vote    at    eacli   and    every   General 
rieeting    of   the    Onaganiz..' ui'jn ,    to    hold    office    in   tlie 
Or.y.inization   and    to    be   members    of   tlie    Execi.'.tive 
Cojri.iiittee  . 

e.  Mo    lei'son   who    is    not    a    resident    witJiin    the 
boundaries    of    this    0 t:\iy.uiiza.t ion    shal]    be    entitled    to 
vote    at    any   meetings    of    thi;;    Or^^anization ,    its 
r3'.'ard   of    Direelops,    Executive   Ccm-imittee   or   Standing 
C'.'.  :imitteer; . 

f.  do    person,    rega  l' Jlcss    of    tii'^    category   of    his 

mt  lai  c-rship  ,    shall    !,)e    cni,  irtej    to   more    than   cnc;    vote 
at    any    Gener'al    i-Icet.ij- gis    of    ttii::;    Organi/.atiori . 


Sec  :ign    1    ■-    Dugl.    nhall    be    tr:\:    ($j0.oO)     :..:.■... ^ily  '   fcr    c.^cJi 

A:..; .-.;  iTtion    aiiw    o^.aci"!    ^;r';^.lrl  i.  ;•  ri:  ion    lLO    ''U-iiriuJ    in 
Arc  ic  :.■>;;    IV,    G-iCtion    1    (d);     l:u'o    ($:>.r)n)    annually    for 
e<:ic;>    J Jid-i.vidual    'lo-i'ihev  arKl   on'-    ($l.nQ)    annually   for 
eacli   irioi'uber   of    ilc.i  j,hL.oi:  jioo  I    '_ind   'I'f.'nanLs    AsGociations 

Section    2    -    Da>:G    arc   due   and   ^^ayable   at    least   ten    (10)    days 
befor.i   tJio   Amva-il    Convention. 

Section.  3    -   Tiie   fxecutive    CcnuiitLee   ;uay ,    in    it3   discretion, 
v;aive    ttie    p.-iyrnent    of   dues    for   one    year    for   any 
raenibcr,    except    thar    any    subsequent   waiver   of    said 
.dies   :uu3t    be    approved    by    tbe    Hoard    of    nirectoi'S. 

ARTICLE    VI      MEETINGS. 

Section    1.  -'  Gerier.i.1    ileetinga 

a.  There    shall    be    two    (2)    Gener'al   Hect:in;^G    of   the 
Organiiviti  on    annually;     the    first,      to    be    desijrnated 
the   Annual   Convention  ,    siiall    be   held   .it   a   time   an(] 
pdaco   chosen   by    tlio   i3qard   of    Directors,    on   the   thir'd 
Saturday    in    SeptGiiil:'.er   of    eacii   year. 

b.  Tiie    second   General   )4eetin,;;,    shall    he   cabled   at   a 
time   and    place   chosen   by   tne    Ijoard   of    Director's,    on 
the   thirds   S.itur'day   of   Aprdl   of    each   year. 

Section    2    -    Spec^ial   iieetings.    Siiecia].   iieetinrj;s   of   the    entire 

•  Meuibership   of    the   Or'^anization  niay   be   called   at   any 
.  ti'iie    by   unaniiiious    consent   of   the   Executive   Conimittoe 
wi.th    tne   ai^.jroval   of    tii2   Board   of   Directors    by   a 
majority   vote   of    thor;e    present    and   voting.;    by   the 
Board   of    jifec  tcri'S    by    a    vote    of    two-thirds    (2/3) 
of   the   menlvcrs    present    and   vot-ing;    or   by   petition 
of   ln(,livi(hial   riem]:)ership ,    provided   the   nuinber   of 
Individual   Mejnb(5rs    so    pc:titioniri;i   constitutes   a       ', 
number   at    least    twenty-five    ('/b%)    percent   of   the 
nu.mber   of    Individual    Henibers    pr'csent    and   voting    at    tl" 
last    oroceedinji   Goieral    neetiii;; . 


;;'■:?.■;  I:  loi;    !=     •    The    .v.    ■■^1    r.  <     .13  u 'oc  :> -"'o    ■ru'     1.1''    i"::?cut.'.^,   ■    Cv.  injaittca 
;oi-i.:Jj.    cj-;'..i>'   n[     ufi    A,'C;i:'a    i  or     L:i';    /\'ir;uai    Conv. 'ii  c:;.w:i , 
con:;  i.<U;;:'in;';    c-i  t'-i  fu  ^  1  /    arr/    an  ■;;;,';;',  i^^'S  ■  fo'"    that 
Ar^onf'la    xt    in.,    'r(:■r:<■^i••'r,■ri    iro::i    u'ia:    ' \<:i.\uev-.    ■.){:    tho 
Or^v.ini  Z'Vt;;i,o!i .,    .m-]    c.ii.i;;''j    i.TiC    A.^.-'rvli    l.o    uo    .for' war  dec!   to 
all   ;:Kv-!l")r'r''::;    of    l:lie    wv;3ani.;^at i ■■)'"!   at    Icaat    fiTteen 
(1!"))    '■.lays    [jr'ior   to    t.l'.e    '''.nna.t.1   Convention. 

Section   6     •   Any    iteias    ofleroa    ny   any  mcrnbar    fo   tho:;   Or.t^aniza- 
tion      whicli   iiavc    not:    boon    inclufiea   on    L'lC   A,^^enda 
or    liava    not    L<_r:n   ar^la.'d    upon    by   tiio    i;ioiiibci's    of    tiio 
Orvyan  L/:atiovi    at    tbo    Ann  .a].    CojivcnL;i.'')n.,    alia.fl    bo 
talcon    u[)    under   tho    lieahin:',    o'^    ,Jav/   iJuriincias    at   the 
next    meV.'tin;2   of    the    Boavd    of    Fjiroc tora . 

Section    7    -■Any   Ir. dividual   Hembor      '-,[    the    Or!^1nization   '-'iio    w.i^lies 
to    attend    the   Annual    Convent .i.on   .md    vote   must 
pre-r'e;.];ister   vrith    the   i'iora]ior;.;nip    Corn;nittce    v/ithiri    tlie 
period    of    i;iihe    pr'ior      to    the    Con"ontion   as    the 
i'lehdjor'ship    Coini:iiLtae   i;iay    require. 

Section    8    -    Eacn    Neij/Jiboriiood    AL:i-.oeiatioii   aruJ   Tenants    Croup 

sj^ll    nubiuit    to    the   Mei^bership   Commit  tee    at    least 
thJ.rty    (311)    daya    priojf.'    to    tho   Annual    Convention, 
a    list    of    thoL^<e   meinlmra    of    it  J    Orp;ani:ia  t  i  on   who 
wish    to    attend    and    vote'ar    the    Annual    Coiivention 
alc-nf^   with-  the    n.urie    of    its    dele;j,ate    to    the    hoard   of 
Directors . 


Section    9    -    Tlie    f.usiiiess   A;-.soei.ations    and    other'   oriv:ini7,a  t.ions 
vjhic["i   .Are    :iie;u::;iorr::    of    the    Oi.';;^ani/;ation      anci    wish 
to    attenl    aii.J    vote    at    tiie   Annual    C'^nvcn  t  ion ,    sJuill 
submit    the    nauie    ot    tJieir'   deJ.e:>.it:e   ■■:..{:    Ic  ist    thirty 
(30)    days    prioi?    to    t',\o.   date    ot    the   Ann'ual    Coaventioa. 

Geetion   10--    Any    .I'esifhjiit    of    Jamaica    Plain    or   oldier^    person   or 

oi'i'ani;'ation      having;    bLu^iLness    \;Ltiun    tin;;    jux'isdic-- 
tion    of    the    Or    jani/.at  icui    wiio    may    not    l;e    r-eja'csented. 
at    the   Annual    Convention,    m.:r/    submit    to    the    3oar<l 
of    iria.-'ec  toi's    of    tlie    Or';v:arir.',a  tion    in    wnitlir',    air/ 
i-'Cquest,    pt>Oj;'JSa]    ov    information    they    wisn    aX    least 
fourtr^en    (l'()    if.iyr;    p-iior   to    tlte    Anrnial    r'.-,nv(.intion  ^ 
and    if    the    board    ol'    Oireetor,;    .J(;eidcs    tliat    sucii   ctta. 

oi'   jisittei'S    so    sui);iii-t.  ted    nvc    of    i!,'ij-,(-;j:'t    and    moment 
said    ;aatter   or  ;!Mttr.rs    shall    l)'.-    inel'aJel    in    tr^e^ 
Agerida    tor    tiie   Arniual    Convent  i'.-n    'inder    tiiC    ;;cadin,f^,   of 
j'lew   3u;.;iness,    except    that    any    :,:uf-'h   matter    or  matters 
not    so    iucluddd    shall  ;-)e    taken   u;i   w/y."  ■:'.:'    'rlcvi   business 
at    the/ next    i'eruJ.-ir   meetiu:;,    of    tne    Boar  1    oT 
.Oii:'c;ctors  . 

Sactiea-i    11-    Tlie    ("(n'l 'o.-.^pund  i )";  ^;    Secfcd.iry    ;hi.ill    eiuse    to    be 

include'.!    in    tne   J'.rnaiea.    I'.la.in    Citi;'.i:;n    and    ajiy    other 
,publ  ii.'.'i  tion.-.    thi;    ;h,;cr<:  taay     t.;ems    .),eee;.;s,;a''y   a    summary 
'of    taia    /"li-'f-iele    o t     th^;    by- bra:.;    in   tlie    last    edition 
'of    said    i,'ai)cir    thirty    ( '5n)(.!-:tv:.;    iMvLor'    to    ['a;    date    .for 
tJie    Canvcjvt  ion ,    and    ,aiy    suia-e'Mi<ait    additja)nr,   the 
Seca.p1-.:ir/    i.b;'eiaS    necessar'y  .  i:).r   .ipi  iropL'i.i  t':' . 


Section  1  •■  The  Of f icerr-  of  tlie  i)rf^;-ini2.'itiori  :.-:)all  b-j  a 

Pr^csickint  ^  Vicc-Pi"OGx  l'-:nt,    ReGordin  ■;  Secretary, 
Corrcsporidini";,  Scocrotaryj  ami  Tr'eaaur"::!r . 

Section  2  -  The  ;lutics  of  the  Officci-s  shall  be  as  iollows: 

President:  v/hose  duties  shall  be  to  preside  at  all 
Gcnerdl  rteot  iu;;?,s ,  an:.l  meet  in..' s  of  the  Board  of 
Dir-ectors  and  Executive  Coaimit^ee  and  to  perform 
auch  other  duties  as  are  . Included  in  any  assignments 
to  him  by  rhe  Bo.rrd  of  Directors. 

Viec-Pr'esident  who  shall  pcrfor;a  the  duties  of  the 
Presxdent  in  the  evenl  of  his  absence,  resip;nation , 
inability  to  perform  iiis  duties  or   removal  from 
office,  until  a  new  President  is  c;^.  ricted\and  sworn, 
and  shall  perfor'u  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
delegated  to  hi:u  by  Ldie  President  or  the  Board 
of  Directoi\s. 

Record  in/;;  Secretary  wlio  shall  have  tlie  duty  of 
kee~iTin\r  the  minutes  of  all  meevLings  of  the  Organii:a- 
tion,  an'l  shall  in  ;;/3ncral  perfoi-^m  all  duties  incide; 
to  tljc  office  of  recordin.;  secreatry  including  the 
'   .       custody  of.  all  property  of  tlie  Organization. 

Correspondin'T  SecroLary  who  shall  liave  the  duty  to 
be  responsible  for  all  coi-resijondence  directed  to  or 
emanatin;-',  from  tlie  OT-^anization ,  and  shall  be 
responsible  for  infoi'ming  all  members,  committees 
and  other  interested  parties  of  any  and  all  regular 
and  special  meetings  of. the  Organization  and  of  the 
Annual  Convention  as  called  for  in  these  By-Laws. 

Treasure}-!  ^''^'^  sliall  have  chai-'ge  and  custody  of  all 
Fu~nds 'ajid  securities  of  the  Organi^.ation  and  shall 
deposit  such  funds  in  tlie  name  cjf  tJie  Organization 
in  such  banks  and  other  depositorie;^  as  shall  be 
selected  by  the  Board  of  Dir'eetors.  Tlie  Treasurer 
shall  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept,  complete  and  correct" 
records  of  accounts;  exhibit  such  records  at 
reasonable  times  and  upon  tlie  ivsquost  of  any  Officer 
or  mejnber  fo  the  Board  of  Directors.,  and  sliall 
render  a  statcuuent  of  financial  condition  of  the 
Organization  upon  retniest  at  any  meeting  of  the 
Organisation.'  sb.rill  prepai'c  and  file  any  forms 
required  by  any  taxing  ov   or  superv.ising 
Governmental  Ag,ency;  iri.iy  Ixj  rciiuired,  in  the 
.Discret  i-on  o.L  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  provide 
bond  or  surety,  the  cost  of  sucli  bond  or  surety  to 
.be:  absoi'bed  l;y  the  Or'gani.'i;ationif  so  r'equ;i.red,  shall 
.  disperse  all  funds  requir-ed  by  check,  except  that 
cash  d.isburser;ients  up  to  the  amount  of  fifty  ($50) 
may  J^e  u:.;ed. 


Sec:tio2i    3    ~    All    Ox  f  J.cev:    nhall    b-;    ovlcctec    ''or-   tcr'inn    r<r   q]-(q 

year   or  until    t^ieir'    ■jiiccoGGor-s   are   ■lully    elected 
and    qualified.    No    Ofxicor    Uiiall    sr;r"/e    Vuc  more   than 
thre--;    C  T; )    Guccecsivc    oin.-yr-ir    tei-'m;;    in    >iny    oua 
offic;^.    j'fo   pcPGon   may    hold    two(2)    o'c-  more   offlccG 
at    ijlK3    samo    t:imr.. 

ARTICLE    i:.-:      BOA'dJ    OF    DI  RECTO  xG 

Section' 1    -    There  "'Jhall    cxir.t    in    the   Or;^^'.ni2aLion   a   Board   of 

Directors    consist  in;:,   ol:    on^:   menbor    from    each   of    tlie 
iiioiaber 'rIei;i;libGrhoo  1    and    Tcr;ant    Acr.ociations      the 
meij.i.'ers    of    tns    tixecutive    Coiriniittee    and    the 
chairper'Gon   of    each    Standin;-;    Committee. 

Section    2    ■■    Eacn     >a;:iber   o^'   the   board    of    Dix'octors    sliall    have 
one   vr)te    at    any   and    all   ,neetini_;.s    of    tne    lioai^d. 

Section's  •■•  The  Board  of:  Directors  shall  meet  montl'f.fy  and 
at  any  (JLhcx'  ti;ne  they  deem  necessary  for  the 
conduct    of    ti'icir    bi.u^inesr. . 

Section   H    -   The   Rdnrd   of    Directors,^  in,  •iddition   to   any   other 
powers    ra'anted    to    Lai  em  'by   these    By-Laws,    m  ^y 
appoint    as   iriany    vrarkini;,  ^cximinittees ,    other    than 
the    Standinj!;    Committees.,    as    it      deeia;3    jieeeSGary 
to    the   conduct   of    its    business.    Such   commiL-tceG 
siiall    be    ope  a   xo   all    the    i-lembersiiip . 

ARTICLF,    X        EXI:CUTIVE    COdi-ilTTEE 

Section    1    -    Tliere    siiill    exist    in    the    Orf!:aniz  rtion 'an   Executive 
Cori;;iiL  tce^consictin'-    o  I:    tiie    Offieors.;    Cluair'laersons 
of    Lhe    Stan>ii!b-.r,    Commit  (tpcs,  arj'l    three  inembers    elected 
fro, a   ..liaon;;,    tlie    Membersliip   of    tlie   Annual    Convention. 

Section    2    -    It    shall    b''    ti/e    duly   '')f    tiie    Executive    Committee    to 

supervise    the    day- t:o-(.lay    business    of    trie    Orgariization , 
to    pre]:;are    an   a.f^cnria    f^cxr   CMch   irioeting    of    tlie 
Board    of   Director's.,    tfic   de-tails    of    wiiich    sliall 
be    sent   out    to    each  memi^er   of   ti.e   Board   of    Directors 
at    least    seven    ('/)    days    pr'ior   to    sucli  meeting, 
to    carry   out    tlie    directive;;    of    the    Boai'd,    of 
Dii-ectors    aiid    to    ].h3    ;,enr'r.illy    r(:-:S[->or)::  i  dile    to    it    r'^o 
the    well-peing   and    effectiveness    of    the    0r2,ani2ation. 


Section   1    -    Any   meinL.p.r   oi    the    executive    Coi:i;aittee   :n.iy    r'C?;ip;n 
at    nny   t  i.ine    by    ;';i''in'r    notice   oi    such    intent    in 
writ  in,",  'to    the    Hoar'd    or    ')ir'ee  Lorr.  ,    .'Juch    r"'"'.i)^natien 
Klvitl    take    eifcct    ui>;jn    rMceii/l:    o  F    r'^uch    notice    or   at 
a    iatut.'   date    ;.;nef'.;  fie-l    t;.er'eiri  .    In    tJie    event   of 
sucii    '•■'i2Ci;],ndtion    t'r'oi:;   .:in/    office,    -.■xeeivl:    th'.; 
Pi^esidency   ru.'    Stauvl  Ln^i,    Cc'iiiir'i ;:  l-e'--    Chair,    tlie    3oard 
of    lii.ree  l"Oi':j    rjaali    .Ti.'l    l.iie    vacancy    unl:il    tjie 
nex  r    sehedulc^d    eiecLioi    for    that    office. 

Section    2*  -   Any  jnembcr   of   th.e    Executive    Comnuttee  may   Ik-'    I'btnoved 
by    the    'idoption    of    a   TCGolutioii    to    Idiat    effeci'    by 
two-til irds    (2/3)       of   the   jneiribei'S    of    the    BoaTv]   of 
Directors,    and    sucii    reiii'wal    sh.."ill    be    subject    to    tlie 
approval   of   a   inajority   vote    of    those   rTie;nbers    present 
and    votm.'y  of    tne    He.'ibership   of    the    Organization. 

Section    3    --   Any  ineinher   of    tiie    Board   of    Dii'ojtors   may    be    suspenfled 
from  ;iie,;ibersj-iip    in    tlie    Or;';anizat"i  on    for   a    period 
of    tiine    or   exjielied    fro,ii.    it    for   vau3e.,    :..uoa    as 
violation   of    tiie    By-Laws    of    this    O7''!';ani7,ation   or 
conduct    pre;judiei,il    to    tJie    ],n:'St    intei^'i-.sts    of    this 
Orfj,anixat"-ion .    ouch    suspension   or   expulsion   shall   be 
by   a   vote    of    bv70=  trnii'ds    ^2/3)    of    ti"ie   nifiaber's      pre:;ent 
and    voting   at   a    Gpeci.al    '4eetin::i   of    i:he    !ie;nl)ersl"ii[' 
called    for    suc'ii    ,-iirpose. 

Sectioii   It    -   No   clee'.ed    pulilie   official   may   be   a   me;nber   of   th« 
Executive    Coiiij.ii L"  Lee  ,    a   r.tanc2j.n:_);    Co,amittefj    oi'    the 
Board    o^    jireet"ors.    Any   mu.vujer'   of    Lh^j    Executive 
Coriiialttee,    -JLaniin;;,    Committee    or   Board' of   Directors 
vf:io    fi.les    ['or   noraxna '.ion   or    election   to    a    public 
office    stiall    iiaiiied  Lately   resi.p;n   from   ttiat    Board 
or    Coiii;ii  'it tees  . 


ARTTCl.Z    All      STAi'lDOIJG    COMrllTTEEa 

Section   1    -   Thei"'e    sliall    be   three    stajidin";    comirii  ttees  : 

Nominating   and    Elections;      leinl.iersliij) :    and    Community 
Issues.    Each    Stand  I.nn-^    Connnittes;    V7ill    li.iv    a   minimum   O: 
■five    and    a    rnaixi'num    of    nine    rrie^nhers .    ileaibers    of   the 
Standinr]",    Committees    siiall    t'C    electee!    from    the   meinbers 
of    the    Bonrd    of    Directors     it    the    f i  rs,t    ;:!..:etiai-^   of 
the    hoar'i    f  ollov;i  no      'the    Annual    Crmvent  ion . 

iecl  ion    2     -    The    dutier:    of    the    StandiiVT    coinia  i  ttees    shTll'be   as 
follows 

.Nominations    and    Elections    Corami.  t  t'"e :    Sli'ill    have    trie 
iju't"'/    to    estalvlish    ■niileli.nes     uid    t,i  ■ocieedn  I'^^s    for 
all    elections:  to    receive    aad/or   ai.ake    nem  i. 'lations 
for    sueli    elections    .ind    to    provide    the    necessary 
ballots    to    cuieervise    r;u  i.(.l    i.'leetionrs    ..intl    to    validate 
a.ll    r'-e'";ults    of    clecf:;ons. 


llr^nlTersiiip   Comi'.iil:  tr-:,-- :    Sli.ill    hu\''';    tiu:    •Juty    l.o    receive    aiv 
review   rill.    apn'i  :i.c  :ition:3    for   .•vrp'iieir'f.hir)   in      the 
Orr^m  i,/:at  Lon    "irri    te    reeC'Loerrl    the    nccen''- -inee      or 
rejediori  "of    sucii   ainjl.  i.c,:iv  imiG    to    t):'"^,    3o,ir':l   oJ:    Direc- 
tors,   to   .-li.l    and    .ussint    in    thr<    ev^<-nti.on   of         }iew   nei";ii- 
borliooj      oi'-'v.ii;. i ',a  I:  i  \nn    t  li  it    i;'.  i  .'.'j'lL    be'::')ini:;   !rienii")errj 
of    the    Or'<>in  izat  ion    .an't    to   nion  Ltor    L";ie    continued 
viabilif   of     i.l.]^    ■:<2] ':;lil,)Or'hoo  1     rn-l    T'-'n.-inl;:-.      A'-;soeia  cions 
as    their   continnecl    e  i  [  ee/iiiv;-    iixistcnce    "ri.'-.ht    effect 
Lheir    eli-.ilbil  i  ty    tor'  T;ii;-nh,-;  rslviji    in    tin::    OiT/^nizAtion . 
_C^mmur:itv    Issues    Covi'.iit  t ..._^' ■    'Jli.-ill    have    the    diity   to    be 
'concerned    w'th   any    ero]  osal ,    r;c]-;eine    lew -.a'nendments 
or    exceptions    to    exis'.in;;    .le'-7s    or    r-ernila  t,i ''ns ,     ,    or 
any   otlier   inatters    which    it.    rieoiis    t<5   affect      the 
Corrununitv  .^    to    renort   monthly   to    the    Gcarcl    of    Director's 
as    to   the   things    ii;s   dnti.es   cans'-'    it   to   be    concerned 
with)    to    represent    en"    cause    to    be    eci^T'csented    before 
any    board;    a;.p.!;ney   oe   oiher    i'eT;;.iTatoj'y    body    the    view- 
point  of    fhie    or;v:ini?,ai."ion . 

It    shall    be    incunilTcnt    on    this    (>;'nirni  ttec-    to 
l'^■JGor:1mcnd    t'o    the    ooar'i    of    Direetord    the    eeeation   of 
such   worlciiv.";    crjirn^Lttees    .is    i.t    deci.'U-;    necessary    for    the 
carrying    ont    crfl    its    duties. 

ARTICLE  :£r_n  automomy  (^f  MJ";M!ir;R  organizations 

Section    1    -   ThiC   Or'ganizatinn    sl'iall    no  f    have   any  right   or   pov/cr   to 
Gxoceisc    contT^ol    over    l>'ic:   niana^eui'nrt    of    tiu;   affairs 

'jf    any    '•:].:>'■]  nyr   orfi;arii'-,ation  . 

Section    2    ■•    Tiie    Oripi  nisation    shall    eneonra;.i,e    the    formation   of 

new   orgai-ii7,al:  ions    whence    needed    withi.u    its    'lur isdict ion 
and    shsll    assi':;t    in    sueli    formation   and    in   the   process 
of    s l:riin)Vthen ii)^  tieui.ber   opfvinizations  . 

ARTICU;  _XIV      RELATIOMShIP   TO   AGl-^IICT  ES  ,    PU'VLIC   AiJD   PRIVATE 

Section  .1    -    The    Organization    recognize;;    trie   many    ijublic    agenci-.-.s 
Federal;    State   and    City,    tdiat    are    nf)W    in    (rxistence 
or  may   be   created    in   the    future   which   are   concerned 
with    .lav/s  ,    regulatioj-is  .J    ind    resooris.ibilit  ies  .^    the 
execcise    of   VA/fiich    fundamentally   affect    tlie    life    of 
t ]"! e    Co rn ' n u n i t  y «    T 1 : e    0 r g a n  i  z n t  i  '•-> 7 1    [■-■  1  e d g n s    1 ): ; ;    c o o r . e r a  t  i ;; ' ]\ 
vjith    such    agencies  in    the    jjursuit    of    tiie    ')r;'gani?,ation '  s 
g.oals    for   the   Coniraun  i.tv   arid    -will,    througli    xts    proper 
coiTiiaittces  ,    heiii)    such    agencies    informed    of    the   wishes 
■jf    the    Organisation    and    )''e rider   any  .assis  tance    it 
can    in   tlie    iinpl  ementaticm   of    idu^sc   goals. 

Section    2    -    The    Orgajrisatit-Tn   recogn  i.'>;es    V(?ry    oftentiiat    f"  ^ 

attainruMit      of    its    go  lis    and    the    goal;;,    of    its   memb-^r 
opgantzd  Lion;>   v-ii.ll   require   t'he   resources,    na  npowoT' 
'ind    expertise   of   rirdivate   agen<ri.(ss.    The   Or'gani.'-'.ation 
sh.ill,    iMvler    tlr?.    ter.niir  of    its    Cornor.it';^    O^arter, 
sponsor'    siicili   aja-.nei;'S    as    it    fi;'0;;i    ti;oe    to    time    de';-;m;i 


i.  0 

rr^cc: :r;ary   to    carry   o'at    that    ch-irter.    Tl'iC-;    Or<^aniza- 
Lion    c;h'i'!l    cooperate    •/i.L:!)   all    i)rival:e   a;'^o;nc.ies    i;i   the 
Comniun  Lt.v..,    whotlier    £!)0!::'-ore'l    hy    it    oi'    iry'c -,    in   tiic   atta"' 
.'ler.t    ol"    t'.ieir'   .Miutu-il    ;y.ia];;    for   tiie    Comjnuiii  l;y . 

ARTICLC__XV    nvECWTIi")M    nr   CiiECKS   A'^'D   PA?!:v?;^     -    a'JDIT 

Section    1     -    Exeeivt    .i.c   council    -nay    <-^enepally   or    In    jjarticular 

caocG   av:  t  iiorize    the    eyecii  i  ion   tMer'eo.r    in    "^Oimo   othe  r 
jiiannoi^,    all    check:;,    chMiLO    and    othof    financial   obli  ■ 
,<T,ation3   uiade .,    a.ccej.vt  .■>.;   .m-l    eiijorc"']    by   tir-    Boat'd 
shall    be    yi'n'ie.i    by   the    (:  in-;  a  surer   ot    in   hir.    nicknass 
or   absence    by   the    Pr,;.'-i.lcnl:    of    the    fjoard . 

Section    2    ■■     Unless    the    Council    shall    fithervjise   provide. j    all    coni:- 
racts   or   agreoj-ients   of   any   nature   whatsoever   and   a'l  1 
"iortr,a'?;e5  ,,    leases,    deech:  ,    trvinrjf  ers ,    and    other   con- 
veyances   of    tne    real    or    personal    property   of   tlie    Coun - 
cii    sh;ill    be    executed    by    tv;o    (2)    persons,    one   of 
whom    shall    be    tlie    President,    or   a    Vice    Ih.'e'sident , 
and    the    other   of    vdior.i    sivall    be    th.e   Treasurer   of    RE- 
cordin;":,    Secretu'^y. 

(I'lIL'^lL^JiY-'-.  GENERAL   PKOCEEDURTJC 

Section    1     -    "Roberts    Ruler;    of   Order"     iJ-iaH    cover   ii]   all    instaiioea 

not    covered    ijy    the    iiy-lavJS. 

ARTICLEJ<VII    AMENedihlTS 

Section    1    -    Anv    proijoaed    amendments    to    the    By-Laws -of    the   Orj^- 

c|.ni?.ationrnust    be    sub;iiitt'ed    to    the    Board   of   Director's 
whicli   will    in    turn   sut.vrilt    it   to   t>ie   next    General 
i'lectlnf';   of   tjt':;   lie:uberrMj  I  p   with    tiieir   reco;nrriendai:ions , 
v/hicli   may   aec'-'pt    c^r    r'oject    it    l)y   a   vote    of    tv7o -tliirds 
(2/3)    of    the    ir;eniJ)c»"S    [^resent   and    voting.    Prior   to 
its    bei.i,y    to    a    vote;    l)e-!"ore    a    meetin-.-;,   of   the   lioidjC-eshi v> 
any    proposed    By-bav/s    oraendjaent    :n\\r,t    be   nr-iilefi   out 
to  .tlie   ^-leneral    UeTdjc^rslviii    at    least    15    days    before 
date   calt-C':!    for    sucti  raee tin'-', . 

Section    2     •    The   A.nni.ial    Convrnition    shall,    t.ike    up,    d'-d-iate,    anrl   vote 
uoon   any    orooosed   ainendinaut    to    Llia    Bw-dinws    th.it    has 
been    suiunitted    to    the'    ;v>,rrd   of    lyi  r^"e  tors    by   at    least 
five    (S)    votirp'?;    raerilK""s    o.f    tl'.i;:    I-Ir-nbershi  p ,    In    time 
sufficient    to    b^;-    j.nclud(-d     in    ti-'    e.il.l    of     ilie    Annual 
ConveutioM    ravi    A'];eiid.a    Cri  I  l.M     \'r,r^    jn    Article-  VII, 
Section    'l(h).    Any   amendi-n'  :d::    s.')    peesente:)    shell    take 
affect    ini:ne;li.i.  tely    lipon    the    ai-proval   of    twcv-tiiLrds 
<(2./3)    of    the    ifel  e':,a  t'^s    ]-.resent    and    votin';    at    said 
■  Aiinual    (''onvention . 
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OO.lLi r;U;r'   0\'   i!i:;if;:::;0.'JK;OD.... 

iri'/it.o;;    .''11    oi    .T.:mi    ica   Plnii:    to    itr, 
'"W-'COnd   r!_oij^lfo_orhoo;'l    i'icoi;i.!i; . 

'-On   Jul;'    9,    over   100   rcrji(l.-;ut;;    ol'    -lu.ir'ica    ['lai.n 

[';athoro'J.    rt    the   -W^arjrd?.   Cni:ii'    nity    '.'.caool    aiir" 
resolvd   "TO  VOUh   A    iffi"   lii :: /]:;LT,A   OlJd/vr  JZATlOil,    ■ 

TOTnLLY"  i; ';j"'ni:.;r;i':'i\,Ti\/i' ,   :^l!0()l,;';\;;;.:Il!G  all  of 
jai:aic  ■,  ri.AT^.'i***** 

Jauaica   i'lai.n    in    in  vj.  l,i.)i  ■;   yon    to   partic.ipatG 
in    Glia];)i]ip;   our   nnv/   orf';ani£:ation. 

Help    plan   av.    ny)cn   am!    rOjjroGonlative    election 
for   al],   organi^.atinna   and   rcGid(>!i  1;;:;   of   Jai.iaica 
Plain. 

Join    tilt:    T-ylav/a   Coi.initloe    -    not    the   piiri  orierj 
and   i)rocoJnror.   of    the   o.i.'/;;an  u'at.ion. 


l.'lial,   arc    '.lie   prol)l'..'r,ic    In    ymu'   noipihboriiood? 
Hov;   can    \ic   v^orl':    toc-oUicn    l.o    .';:;li/c    thoac   prcJilor.ia'; 
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Dato:         Wednesday,    Ju]j_  23,    1971; 

Tir.io:  7jJ>0    ;'.i,. 

Place :      %I£L'^irii'Lj/i).'ii''i"''iit'?Z_:'iLl^'lPJi 

corner  cf  Child  ''.t.  and  Centre  .'it. 
in  tlu'  Amli  l,oi-iui,i 
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Inforrnation    and    Lranapor tabion :    ^),''h~P.'}'y> 


FRED  O.  BLISS 

25  PARKINSON  STREET 
NEEDHAM,  MASS.  02192 


July  13,  1976 

Dept .  of  Transportation 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

re:  July  15,  1976  Meeting 

I  am  opposed  to  the  depression  plan  for  relocating 

the  trackage  from  Forest  Hills  to  South  Station  because: 

1.  The  existing  embankment  provides  an  excellent 

time-tested  base  for  trackage; 
trackage 
^  2.  Upgrading  the  existing/would  be  far  less  expensive 

than  the  proposed  depression  plan; 

3.  Arguments  regarding  the  continuing  division  of 
the  in-town  neighborhoods  by  the  existing  roadbed 
are  specious  because  the  proposed  protective  fencing 
required  for  a  depressed  roadbed  would  still  continue 
the  divisive  factor  of  the  roadbed;      and 

4.  Despite  environmental  reports  regarding  decibel  levels, 
nothing  short  of  relocation  of  the  trackside  tenants 

is  going  to  solve  that  problem. 


Very  truly  yours. 


^ne^  ^i&?rM/i&/i/ii^eau/i/  eJ^ ^iyM^aMacmUelUy 


/CO  j\aJuiw  S^Meely,  ^66^^  02//4 

Ii?.rch  28,  1975 

Dr.  "Jalter  omith.   President 
Roxbury  Coimionity  College 
P.oxbury,   I'lassachusetts 

Dear  Dr.    Snilth : 

I  a.n  writing  to  express  the  nature  o"  our  cojrjTiitment  to  the 
location  or  the  nevi  campus  at  Roxbury  ''^O'liiiunity  College  upon  property 
controlled  by  the  Department  of  Public  'Tories  between  Roxbury  Grossing  and 
Jackson  oquare  in  Roxbury. 

The  Commonwealth's  Secretary  of  Transportation  and  the  Department 
of  Public  'forks  and  our  Southwest  Corridor  Goordiria,tor,  share  a  desire 
to  convey  lands  fomierlj''  taken  for  the  now  demapped  Interstate  Ilijjhi-iay 
95  for  the  construction  of  your  facility. 

This  proposed  conveyance  would  be  at  no  cost  because  we  feel 
that  it  would  be  in  the  public  interest. 

However  the  transfer  of  title  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Public  VJorks  Coimnission,  and  the  Governor  and  the  Attorney'-  General  as 
required  by  law;  also  the  Department  plans  to  retain  an  easement  or  the 
Fee  Simple  to  a  strip  of  land  being  approxijnately  15  feet  wide  that  may  be 
required  for  a  pending  arterial  hijhway  at  this  location. 

The  Department  is  in  the  process  of  preparing  a  plan  showing  the 
proposed  location  of  the  strip  of  land  in  question  and  the  parcel  to  be 
conveyed  to  your  college  for  your  review  and  corariient. 

Secretary  Galvucci,  rir.  Pangaro  and  I  are  quite  an>:ious  to  move 
fon-7ard  quickly  with  this  development  particularly  in  vievx  of  the  wide 
spread  support  for  this  worthwhile  project  within  the  community.  Please 
be  assured  of  our  cooperation  and  immediate  attention  to  this  matter. 


-  / 


> 


lo* 


Very  truly  yours. 


%^"h    ^ 


J- 


■\^^^(^ 


ArclMltti:'""-  jn((  Planners 

'iS*  Mai  Iborouyh  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 021 15 
617  267  9385 


JUL  1  5  1975 


MEMO:  13  July  1975 

TO:  S.W.  CORRIDOR  COALITION 

FROM:  SAI 

SUBJ:  RCC/MODIFIED  DEPRESSED 


As  requested,  this  memorandum  will  list  the  criteria  for 
buildability  of  the  proposed  Rcc  Site  as  it  relates  to 
road  and  rail  construction  within  the  Corridor. 


SITE  AREA 

Historically,  Mass  Community  Colleges  have  been  built  in  non- 
urban  areas  on  sites  of  40  or  more  acres.   The  Massachusetts 
Regional  Board  of  Community  Colleges  has  expressed  the  con- 
cern that  the  proposed  corridor  site  is  not  "size  comparable" 
with  this  past  experience.   The  three  site  variations  being 
evaluated  by  the  Architects  provide  12.5,  17.5,  and  21  acres, 
respectively.   Each  variation  assumes  the  v;estern  site  boundary 
to  be  the  existing  right-of-v/ay  of  Columbus  Avenue  between 
Roxbury  and  New  Heath  Streets . 

CRITERIA 

THE  BOUNDARY  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ARTERIAL  BETWEEN  ROXBURY  AND 
HEATH  STREETS  MUST  NOT  EXTEND  FURTHER  EAST  THAN  THE  EXISTING 
LINE  OF  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

PROPERTY  TAKINGS 

RCC  is  committed  to  a  "no  taking"  position  regarding  all  owner 
occupied  properties  and  a  "minimum  taking"  position   to 
community  owned  properties. 

CRITERIA 

LAND  FILL  AND/OR  ALIGNMENT  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  PROPOSED 
ARTERIAL  MUST  NOT  REDUCE  THE  BUILDABLE  AI^A  OF  THE  RCC  SITE 
SUCH  AS  TO  FORCE  EXTENSIVE  COMMUNITY  0V7NED  OR  OWNER  OCCUPIED 
PROPERTY  TAKINGS  FOR  COLLEGE  USE.   IF  EXCESS  CONSTRUCTION 
COSTS,  SUCH  AS  EXTENDED  FOUNDATIONS  AND  RETAINING  WALLS  ARE 
REQUIRED  TO  ACHIEVE  THE  EXISTING  BUILDABLE  AREA  WITHOUT 
TAKINGS,  SUCH  COST  MUST  BE  BORNE  BY  THE  ARTERIAL  CONSTRUCTION. 
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SITE  ACCESS 

RCC  is  committed  to  provision  of  vehicular  access  from 
Columbus  Ave.  (west)  only,  with  limited  vehicular  contribu- 
tion to  Centre  Street  and  other  right-of-ways  within  Highland 
Park  (east) . 

CRITERIA 

VEHICULAR  ACCESS  TO  PARKING,  STUDENT  DROP-OFF,  AND  COLLEGE 
SERVICES  FROM  THE  COLUMBUS  AVE.  (WEST)  MUST  BE  MAINTAINED 
AT  ALL  TIMES  DURING  THE  ARTERIAL  AND  RAIL  CONSTRUCTION. 
IN  ADDITION,  THE  CONSTRUCTION  PROCESS  SHOULD  NOT  HAMPER  THE 
NORMAL  FLOW  OF  VEHICULAR  AND  PEDESTRIAN  MOVEMENT  TO  AND  FROM 
THE  COLLEGE  DURING  OPERATING  HOURS. 


The  above  conditions  must  be  met  in  both  depressed  and 
modified  depressed  alternatives.   The  modified  depressed 
alternative  offers  a  design  opportunity  for  a  direct 
pedestrian  tie-in  from  the  sidewalk  level  of  the  proposed 
arterial  to  the  first  occupied  level  of  the  proposed  College. 
Lower  levels  are  devoted  to  parking. 


cc:  T.  Pangaro 
W.  Smith 


T^W-o^  S^v^^iW  L  t/i  ■'/■■^•'i-'lf 
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TESTIr^NT  OF  SENATOR  EDWARD  W-  BROOXE  AT  Tii£  PifBLIC  HEARING  '\ 
0?i  CAPITA!  GRANT  APPLiC\TION  ?0R  SOUTHWl^ST  CORTlIiXJR  L£yBLO?-  -^ 
;f^l^  £^2>'iCT  -  •Ii-^Y^lS.^mo 

I  aa  delighted  to  Jiave  this  opportunity  to  express 
35y  Gntiiuslasa  For  lie  Southwest  Corridor  Uevelopaent  Project. 
I  aa  coBvinci&d  that  the  plauning  and  cor*  struct  ion  of  the 
Conridor  can  offer  tlis  entire  natioTi  a  sodel  for  dQaling  with 
setroj^iitan  groirtii  and  revitalizatiDa. 

Tlis  Southwest  Corridor  is  ao  highway  nor  evea  a 
laiscfid  transportation  package.   It  is  a  ssicrocosa  of  our 
aetropoiitan  cosaiaiiti«?s,  s  vital,  ecological ly  sound  part 
of  The  Boston  €n¥ironaant\:^  And  I  tliink  it  is  im^rtsnt  to 
appreciate  wh^t  we  liavs  laid  forth  in  this  application - 

Of  course,  ther«  Is  t^e  important  economic 
contribution  Boston  can  anticipate  as  a  result  o£  the  fresh 
flow  of  workers  and  goods  to  and  frosj  the  ceatrsl  city. 
Tnis  is  criticsl  to  sstablisliing  tk   SOimd  basis  for  creating 
jobs  and  aoviTig  products  in  this  T^etTopoiis.  The  lits  of 
Bostoii,  like  that  of  other  older  cities,  depends  on  sucli 
continued  mobility  and  easy  access. 

But  ke  are  also  stabiliaing  is^portant  residential 
ncighborhoodB^   A  strong,  liveable  Roxbury  and  .Tasaica  Plain 
are  essential  if  the  city  is  to  function  as  a  place  people 
can  sake  their  hOiS$.   West  Roxbury  SJ)d  Back  Bay  are  na  less 
affected;  the  Corridor  will  provide  importaLat  services  and 
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asai&nixies  to  insuTe  nha  contiBiisd  attractiveness  o£  these 

dalight-fiil  areas. 

Ta  fact,  the  gsaius  o£  the   project:  is  that  it 

will  bijdld  an  ^infrastructure^  on  which  the  city  can  deTsIop 

sound  investacnts  for  a  long  and  healtliy  futUTs.  Closely 

T^iat^  to  tills  achisyemeut  is  the  fact  tiiat  tiic  CorridDr 

itsBlf  is  not  a  pl3.QB   or  a  set  Qt   buildings,  but,  ralher, 

a  living  link  between  out   ceaaumities,  Ttiia  means  tliat  the 

suburbs,  as  well  as  th&   iimsr  city*  neighborhoods^  wili  liave 

OfiW  tics  to  a  variety  of  urban  activities.  To  me^   and  to 

f^osieo  FR.OK\  TO 

aany  otliers  wJio  immmm!ii!mmmim^m>&   the  city  1B*r  the  subtrrbs, 

this  will  bavB  special  poignancy*   My  xoots  in  Massachusetts 

were  put  down  in  RD3ijiiryj  tiic  nsigbi>DrliDDd  perhaps  M)3t 

affected  \>y  th^   Corridor  and  its  controyeraias^  Sq  I  aa 

sspecially  aware  of  taa  artificial  barriers  thrown  up 

between  such  coiaaunities  and  tht   jaetropolitaa  ring.  And  I 

certainly  welcoaie  gTOwtli  which  brings  Greater  Sostoaians 

togothcr  more  easily  and  naturally. 

A  project  having  such  proaise  will  heco^eie  a  modal 

for  tne  way  we  rebuild  all  of  astropolitan  Asierica.   The 

power  of  the  Pro j set  idaa  is  that  it  rccogniacs  the  organic 

nature  of  the  living  city.  It  fortifies  the  complex  iriter- 

relationships  among  buslaess,  cultural,  and  personal 

activities-   It  gives  new  freedosns  through  new  oppoTtunities 
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while  liindiiig  us  ever  isiott  closely  together.  The  CoTxidor 
Project  will  give  us  a  more  nuaaae  enTiroii^^nt  in  wnicii  we 
can  isi¥€5t  our  energy  and  wealtl^  for  y^ars  to  coae. 

For  sQse  soi^tiis,  I  liavc  been  working  with  ail 
parties  to  tiie  planaiag  process  ia  order  to  c3cpt;ditB  fuadiag 
aaid  the  actual  start  of  coastructioa,   I  aa  aware  that  there 
are  still  soae  isEsortsat  substantive  issues  to  be  resolved. 
For  exaijple,  I  sl^are  tlie  conccra  of  the  Corridor  Coalition  tiiat 
tke  design  and  contours  of  the  areas  adjacent  to  the  transpor- 
tation corridor  be  so  constructed  as  to  entrance  the 
eaTiroimeat  of  the  a^e^  residsnts  snd  ussrs.  Furthersors, 
I,  too,  would  waat  to  be  sure  that  that  land  is  so  prepared 
as  to  offer  the  ^ost  attractive  devslop^ent  opportunities 
for  coiasmiaity-Telated  projects  such  as  low  and  moderate 
incoaie  housing  and  recreation  spaces.   A-s  I  understand  it, 
the  N3TA  and  the  State  Department  of  Transportation  have  been 
aost  rcceptlYs  to  the  substantive  and  procedural  proposals  of 
the  Coalition,  and  we  can  expect  garly  resolution  of  the 
outstanding  qisestieas.  It  seeps  to  me   that  this  fact  alone 
illustrates  to  the  -Hation  and  to  the  Secretary  of  Transportatlori 
how  Greater  Bostonians  have  vorked  together  for  years  on 
these  tough  and  coarplicated  issues  in  order  to  cosie  up  with 
this  excelleat  proposal- 
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I  trust  that  this  sasae  spirit  of  coopsTation  can 
extend  throughout  tlie  coairsg  stages  of  tJis  Corridor's 
dsvelop^eat.  There  are  going  to  bs  thousandb  of  jobs  to 
enrich  th$  life  of  niiis  city.  Clearly  tlicre  is  already 
wifortunata  controversy  over  sliaring  these  benefits.  But 
I  aa  conviaeed  that  we  caa  devise  ^  systea  in  whicii  black, 
white,  OTientai  and ^tsanisli- speaking  workers  ca.n  worlc  side 
by  sida  on  this   great  addition  to  their  own  cqa^unities. 
Indeed,  Wft  must   resolve  tills  matter  f3.irly^  Our  Tcccnt 
tragic  int^TTacial  stTifa  ±n  this   city  is,  ia  truth,  caused 
moxa  by  nniversal  econoaie  bardsbips  which  15  expressed 
perversely  1b  otheT  symbolic  issuss.  All  tbe  impacted 
co]^aimitics  need  these  jobs  for  their  residents*  We  can  and 
aust  sse  thst  all  get  their  fair  sh^ire  if  ^'e  arc  to  rcbiiild 
oyr  1>eioved  city- 

I  expect  to  continue  working  both  to  get  this  grant 
approved  expeditiously  and  to  encourage  tac  supporters  of  this 
Project,   T  ha.Ye  Teceived  a  nuaber  of  letters  from  leaders  o£ 
the  business  coiaaimity  as  well  as  £fom   important  and  respected 
non-profit  grotrps*   I  would  ask  your  psTmission  that  these  be 
inserted  in  yoirr  record  with  ay  statesieat.   In  conclusion,  I 
cannot  reiterate  too  strongly  hoy  important  I  believa  the 
CoTTidor  Project  to  be  and  how  isucb  I  look  forward  to  wor]\ing 
toward  its  completion.   Tbank  you. 


ftlCHAHn  AETHXTH  BiCH»3>ss«ai!< 


26    Bm^Si    &Mid 
Btt}<£^ll£im,Mms.  02146 


J4a«  24,  IS 


^muAGT  K&ntrS  ^r^is* 


Ussr  S^ismiif  Sr««i^z 


1  wsild  like  t0  «3i^af«**  ^  Iss^felt  b*ii»l'  ia  t^  »ital  ases^ity 
easajisi^  tfeigai^  m«  ^latbtnrat  ceT?l«ie«'  ^ra^&^t  t©  coi^etl^  *b  a 
vitally  !i«ee««Bfj  pa*t  ef  th*  llutam  j»l«BBi2»£  foif  G«i*t«r  Sestaa. 

Sifitoiy  am  4dk$iffi    "  aad  is  bMH    i^s?±fi^  -  tMt  tlu>s9  citi«e  srhisfe 
lias*  prepsrly  dsrelepfed  tfeei*  tr^tspertatisKi  fscil4ti*a  &&ii  ^sa  kept 
^«i  iE  tiffie  witSi  tfe*  tJjbM,  ar©  ^«  mtst  iikwly  te  sij^Fe  ia  tlie©* 
tx^rlB^  <bi7s  far  ^ai^^    e@3MaKiii«£, 

B&@t^  MaA  bam  ferts&ete  la  hairiii^  &  fis«  hsss  trsmp&t^ttHts.  s^etflit 
4«t«lep«d  w^l  bfefoT«  t^  rest  of  tiie  oyuatxy.     AerasrdiBgiy,  ih9 
^H^atim^  $f  the  Scmtfef«rt  Corrt^?    4fi  ia  ?Es^amIMl5d  e|i^rtimi^ 
to  pi^isrid*  tsmzusit  «&«!?«  it  i&  l^edlj  ^«i«4i|sd^     sad  is  iade«d  s& 
iHB^isiflBt  tl»i  will  p^  off  Msidsoselj  is  ^hs  «od  e&^adsLe  eti^sDj^ 
f Q^-  t^  «atiTe  a2«ft. 


#1^  c«niijtl  gdod  uisBtws^ 


Actoi  tw  Boston  ^  ''^  "^ ' 

p^Timufiity  DeveJt:^:Hiient 

iT'V'^  150   tMts«>iT   STHEET.  BOSTON.  MAS3ACHliS£ TTS  fr/ll  l 

**  *V_.-»       TEUPHtwiE:  ARtA  COO£  tSJ/l  S7  6O0Q 


Jtme  24,  1976 


Hon.  Edward  V.  Brooke 
2005  0¥K  Federal  Building 
Boffton,  Maasacfausetts     02203 

Dear  Senator  Brooke: 

This  ie  to  ixiform  j(m  of  Action  for  Bosl^on  CQisffi.inity 
Developaseat's  strong  suppai^  of  tJie  planned  rsdevelojffiifiijt 
of  the  Southwest  Corridor.     We  see  it  as  a  vmique  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  ixsproved  tran^ortatlon  to  the  S^jth  Sid, 
Rfifsbury  aM  Jmsfiica  PlfiiR,     Theas  trensport^ticai  ii^ove- 
sents,   in  turn,  %#ill  geiierste  gigriificaiiit  opportunities  for 
econ^Bic  snd  physical  developsent  in  the  i^acted  nsl^LboiiiDods^ 

Ths  proposed  traneportsties  construction  ia  the 
ScHithwest  Corridor  wcRild  preside  any  Quabar  of  badly  needed 
CDnstmctiox}  jobg.     iTte  construction  activity,  thrdi^  the 
miltiplier  effect,  vo«ld  lead  to  the  creation  of  a  significaiit 
number  of  ^obs  in  Qth&r  imiuEtries*     During  the  course  of 
this  developsentj   it  will  be  iitportajnt  to  tal?e  meaningful 
steps  to  insure  full  and  fair  participation  isj  minorities  and 
other  neighhorhood-hased  Isjsinesaes,     Similarly,   equitable 
participation  for  minority  workers  in  the  construction 
projects  mist  be  insured. 

The  cosmanities  which  are  in  and  those  ^^tiich  border  on 
the  Soythwest  Corridor  will  benefit  ©ore  than  juat  economically 
frqsi  the  developsient  of  the  Corridor.     New  housing  oppor- 
tunities* new  educational  opportunities,   and  new  recreational 
opportunities  will  resiHt  frcaa  the  developaient  of  the  Corridor 
and  will  contribute  to  a  i^a^ed  iegprovaaient  in  the  quality  of 
life  in  these  C(^mmitieg. 

Sificerely, 


Robert  K«  Coard 
Executive  Director 


RKCsBsa* 


Or.  EtTWAfio  4.  e.00»*.  fififf^i^fPt:  MAftV  iAHE  ENGLAND.  MO..  Vfctftw^**?*:  AIANITa  haHoimG,  Vfct  flvsSAWf 
VEBJiON  K.  S>ORT,  VSa*  ft«ii6f»sv  VIVIENMETHO«S0«.  Vi**V*i«i(/tV  STANLEY  N.  WILLIAMS.  Viat  fimxMnij 
?.tK«iGLASCOCMR*i«€,C>8rt-.-  HGBiKf  H.GAROtMEa.  ?nB«siff»r.-  HOBtRT  M.  COARD, ejt«ii£;n»D(**eccV. 
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ROOM    2400 

225   FRANKLIN   STREET 

BOSTON   02II0 
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June  17,  1976 


Senator  Edward  VJ.  Brooke 
Room  2003 

JFK  Federal  Building 
Boston,  MA  02203 

Dear  Senator  Brooke: 

I  am  informed  that  an  initial  grant  of  $39-7  million 
has  been  released  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Transportation  to 
get  the  Southwest  Corridor  construction  underway,  and  that 
the  next  step  is  a  public  hearing  on  the  Capital  Application 
which  is  scheduled  for  next  \vreek. 

As  a  resident  of  Canton,  MA  whose  vjcrk  is  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  accordingly  dependent  upon  transportation 
along  the  Southwest  Corridor,  I  would  like  to  be  i^ecorded  as 
v;hole-heartedly  in  favor  of  the  project. 

Apart  from  ray  personal  commuting  situation,  it  seems 
to  me,  as  a  citizen  born  and  raised  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
that  the  opportimity  to  eliminate  the  elevated  rapid  transit 
is  one  that  deserves  the  support  of  all  interested  in  the 
vjelfare  of  the  City  and  the  Metropolitan  area.   When  I  first 
started  v;ork  as  a  lawyer  in  New  York,  I  used  to  ride  the 
3rd  Avenue  El  to  the  office.   The  contrast  between  3i"d  Avenue, 
not  to  mention  the  neighboring  territory,  in  those  days  and 
today  is  indeed  striking. 

For  many  years  I  have  been  interested  in  the  activities 
of  the  Boston  Citizen  Sem.inar  sponsored,  as  you  know,  by 
Boston  College  and  the  occasion  for  me  to  write  this  stems 
from  a  suggestion  from  John  Galvin  who  is  active  in  that 
organization. 

Sincerely, 


FDC/jds 

cc  John  T.  Galvin 


7      r 

F.    Dougi^s   Cochrane 


CITY  BANK  a  TRUST  COMPANY 

Z»  COUHf  5!«6tf    •   BOSrOH.  WASSACHU5LI  TS  9i»a«       Ti:i.CPt40HC  (SlTj  74I-JS3a 


June  U,  1976 


Hot  Ecfeword  W  ^tjofce 
Urtffed  Shifts  5cT»*e 
421  Rm^!I  Semofe  OfTlce  fi!<% 
We^ir^ttsi  DC    2CK510 


Rfii    S0uf-i1Nt^es^  C^rritter  Project 


Dasr  Ed: 


I  vtmf\d  !l^  yoM  to  know*  S  whotehecrtecBy  ^ippwt  thfe  Sovthwe^ 

As  you  kfiow,  Mi^sock^tts  tes  been  hit  hord  ecofiofnically  In  the 
psaS  tew  veers*    Out  tmemfilisyment  Is  higher  fhort  tho  nettfoitti  overage 
aftti  our  faxas  sfe  higher  tkrn  tti  is^hsr  ports  isf  the  ccuntry*    Maac- 
Gh<.^Ht$  neetfe  to  iri^rove  its  ecpfwsnic  c5impt6  tmd  otJroct  nev^ 
bisin«S$  f^  the  bettcmtent  of  the  pec^le. 

The  Soutfiw^f  Corrida  H  on  important  pnpject  v#hich  ^ill  provide 
de^eroti^!-/  r^fil^d  \(hs,  improve  transpoftotion,  make  Bo^fon  more 
flttracfrive  to  Indistiy^  atid  at  the  same  time  Kelp  beautify  the  city, 

I  kf¥3m  ttet  yoy  wil!  contlnye  to  ¥^ork  towonfe  cfchainirig  the  Federal 
fwKfc  M^sochusetts  nee  A  to  undertake  this  protect. 

Sesf  pereesva!  n^fds. 


RE/ik 


Ci'^^/^kA^ 


BOSTON 

CITIZEN 

SEMINAR 


%l^ 


770  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
June  28,    19?6 


SEMINAR  PLANNJNC 
COMMlTTEf 

fs^c-n  Cjfei.  li 

DOfVAkl  J,  B^iky,  f>*| 
Atbeft  i  Ke<',«v 

Rr^  )  r*tM-!j(M  vvwiKi.  5  J 

S^JtI*^t  H    ftsill 
\Vt!!»ii-S-.   A.  5C^^iI■> 
^V.itfim  i.  !•{?«<■!•.  if.,  tSO- 

VViiitjifn  H  ^iJ(n.-.jn.  {r. 


lloiK>rable  Sdsard  W.  Brooke 
Uoited  States  Seoate 
B^cns  2003 

JFK  Fedt^r^l   ^ildiag 
Bostcm:,   MA.     01203 

Deer  Senator  Broofeei 

I  aSB  sritlaa  to  be  r^^rdsd  3s  strtmgly  in  favor 
of  tike  eoQstri^tion  project  In  BostoH  fenown  as  the  Soattwest 
Corridor,     It  is  desi^srately  needed  to  help  ispeed  rapM 
trranad.?:  and  atid  in  tlK  rehabilitatiasl  of  a  lasfge  sectioQ  of 
the  City.     It  is  also  ia^rtaztt  beceu8€r  it  will  provide  thousands 
of  t^porary  and  pen^nent  j[obs  at  a  tisse  rfi^n  ^^  are  T^^ading 
Itttle  stout  our  local  econoBy  that  is  Twt  wiKillj  n^ativc  — 
i^e^,    five  sore  Bay  State  fixias,    ^a^loyin^  25CH)  persons  and 
doiag  huttdreda  e£  alllit>as  bf  dallata  iiorth  of  bual^teas^  ate 
pl.aimiag  to  ao?e  all  or  part  of  their  operations  out  of  the 
State, 

Perhafja  you  aaw  la  the  Sew  ^O]^,  S^^S  ^^  ^^^* 
Friday  a  pa^  oae  atory  anaomstclng  the  foraatloa  of  a  coalition 
to  fight  for  tim  regeoeratloa  of  the  ecoisoHy  la  our  region. 

Th*  pT«M€85   cited  were  high  uTl€@ipl079i«nt,   obssoletc   tratisporta- 
ticra  ayateBS   (thfc  "V  ivcm  Soath  Cavs  to  Foreat  HHla  aucely 
qtsallfleis)  eatrgy  shor tagea,  alo**  economic  developaent  ajcui  high 
living  coata.      Clbe  story  apeclflcally  Bfcaitioned  the  closing  of 
TOHlt?nry  bss^a,  a^i  aimatmcEaafsit  i&ide  regularly  la  Haasacbusetts 
:mA  the  teat  sf  Uew  Fjtgtflflft  for  the  last  severel  yePTK.) 

fhe  article  eHphaslKed  that  although  the  aeven 
states  in  th©  coaiitiOT*  have  22  percmt  of  the  o&tloa.' a  popula- 
tion,   thtiy  received   in  1975  only  14   percent  of   the   f^eral    aid 
for  airport  developfient  and  only  15  percent  of  federal  higla^ay 
es|heiuLLCur  ea . 


BoTKn-able  Ediiardl  W.  Bsooke  -  2  -  Jufie  28,  1976 


It  setasa  to  m&  that  with  tbe  fedcEral  graut.  ol  §300  aliilon  or  bote 
d«e  ta  as  far  ti*  coaateuetlDa  in  tbe  Southwest:  Cottider  we  can  be^n,  at 
Xc95t  in  a  assd&st  way.  to  redress  tW  irfialasste  of  f^eral  attention  to 
Our  cfiglotL.     1  hope  you  will  »ec  to  it  that  the  red  t«p«  is  cat  stK&y  aad 
that  we  get  this  WCWiey  socm. 


Sinrerely  yours. 


ir^[4-U^ 


Jotm  X.   Gaivln 

S^tLoar  Planroiua  CtMMittAfi 


F.  S.     It  waA  the  tonseaeus  of  the.  400  civic  leaders  who  attended  our  must 
te£.&it.  BoBtoa  Citlzsi  S«siiT>ar  that  they  unaal«oy«ly  supported  the 
Southwest  Corridor  prx>jcct-     I  aa^uiK  you  have  heard  froa  several 
of  thea  IsdlTldaally^- 


^*»^'--^         sO^i,!^. 


State  Slr^es  S«*  awl  Tnjjst  (km^Tarr^- 
P.  O.  &o%  331 

Boston,  MassiKtKBette  Q21d1 
{617)  TK-       5071 


June  28 »    1976 


^00«  2003 

JTR  P«d«r«l  Buildicg 

Bostem*   MAfiS.    02203 

Dftar  Ssmatsxr  Broc^e: 

M  mm  ^hs  is  very  mueh  intsr«tit«d  is  @ostc«i  and  its 
•cwnoeic  asid  social  vit49tlity»  I  h«ftrtly  en^nse  year  effort 
OQ  b«hftl£  e»f  tbe  Southwest  Corridor  project. 

Itfl  Gvo|>X9ti€zi  will  reiao^e  a  trera^n^tis  blight  in 
Boston  ia  thf^t.  the  Wauebiagten  Street  overhead  liiie  will 
ceoAtft  dG4m«     7ti6  constjmetion  of  this  i^ew  line  faopefnlly  will 
only  be  tbe  first  st«|>  ia  «Kt«!iding  tii«  ''T"  to  ^ut«  128 
vhidh  will  therefore  relieve  susfc  of  the  vehicular  sjngestien 
frffii  tlto  Sontbt^at. 

B«ti^ftsi  tMs  wmt  project  and  the  extension  of  the 
■Sed  Moe"  t©  Bout*  3  in  South  Quiaey#  &  terrific  traffic 
bari3en  will  b«  n»li*v»d  o»  tha  Southaaat  E^raaei^ay^ 

I  asGourage  yoa  to  see  this  patoject  througli  and  hc^>e 
tha  Dttpartaaant  of  TranfiportatlGOi  finda  tbe  neceBBary  scaiies 


Vic«  Prasidant 


ilO  UKilT  STUHG  IS  ka  i  a 

1 A  VO  C'i-:NT]^  A I^  SQU  A  H  K  C  '  A  M  ii  l<  1  ]  )l  ~.  K 


22  June   1976 


((il7i  ■l':i-2-:s:^:::i 


Senator  Edward  W.  Brooke 

Room  2003 

JFK  Federal  Building 

Boston,  Massachusetts        02203 


r;0  JUN  i97f 
rfl.  J  UN  1:V 


Dear  Senator  Brooke: 

At  the  good  suggestion  of  John  Galvin  for  the  Boston  Citizen  Seminar,  I  am  v/riting 
in  support  of  the  capital  application  for  the  Southv/est  Corridor.     I  also  write 
as  a  member  of  the  advisory  group  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  planning  effort. 

As  the  major  rail  route  into  Boston,  the  corridor  is  vital  to  the  economy  of  the 
metropolitan  area.     In  the  past,  the  benefits  of  this  functional  necessity  have 
been  offset  by  the  blighting  effect  which  the  railroad  embankment  has  had  on  the 
areas  of  the  city  through  which  it  has  passed.        The  design  for  the  corridor 
OS  approved  by  the  Southwest  Corridor  Working  Committee,  with    a  fully-depressed 


railway    is  important  for  the  future  health  of  the  city.    Having  reviewed  the 
excellent  work  of  the  planning  consultants  in  great  detail,  |  can  assure  you  that 
a  compromise  on  this  point  will  leave  a  barrier  between  neighborhoods  as    damaging 
as  the  present  one  . 

The  project  should  be  done  and  it  should  be  done  well  .    1  hope  you  will  give  it 
your  full  support . 


Sincerely, 


Robert  S  .  Sturgis 


V 


So^Cfi^ti^ti'  '^cima/itc^c  ^CHtte  (^wic  ^^^t^ciatcoH 


217   LAMARTINE   STREET     •     JAMAICA   PLAIN,   MASSACHUSETTS   02130 

ALBERT  W.    BUCHWALD 
PRESIDENT 


July  10,1975 

Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro,  Coordinator 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain  Ma   02130 

Dear  Mr .  Pangaro : 

We  in  the  Boylston-Lamartine -Centre  Civic  Association 
feel  strongly  that  that  the  best,  interests  of  our  community 
can  only  be  protected  only  if  a  new  M.B.T.A.  line,  Penn  Central 
railroad,  and  an  arterial  street  are  built,  and  built  quickly,  as 
far  as  Forest  Hills. 

After  witnessing  the  destruction  of  so  many  homes  and  the  dis- 
location of  so  many  families,  followed  by  years  of  neglect  of  the 
vacant  land  in  Corridor,  this  new  project  presents  an  excellent 
opportxmity  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  neighborhood,  give  us 
better  M.B.T.A.,  police,  and  fire  service,  and  drastically  cut 
down  the  number  of  cars,  with  all  their  pollution,  noise,  and 
dangers  to  children,  along  Lamartine  Street. 

Our  organization  representing  homeowners  and  residents  most 
directly  affected  by  what  goes  on  in  this  corridor  wholeheartedly 
supports  the  plan  for  rapid  transit  with  the  parkway  or  street. 


ALBERT  W.  BUCHWALD 
President 


'^/y^r'  •^'■^-^'^^    ■Ji>^'^ 
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Thomas  F.  Bowers,  Jr. 
15  Grayfield  Ave 
West  Roxbury,  MA 


I  support  a  new  Orange  Line. 


Madeline  E.  Bradley 
37  Oakview  Terrace 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


To  the  Committee: 


I  was  listed  as  willing  to  speak.  However,  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
precluded  my  staying  for  the  completion  of  the  hearing.  I  wish  to  be 
recorded  as  a  life  long  resident  of  Jamaica  Plain  in  strong  opposition 
to  an/arterial  highway.  I  do  support  a  totally  depressed  public  trans- 
portation system  to  replace  the  orange  line,  with  a  further  suggestion 
that  peripheral  parking  facilities  at  the  geographic  and  political 
boundries  of  the  City  of  Boston  be  provided  to  impede  automotice  traffic 
increase  to  the  core  city.  The  property  which  was  taken  in  Jamaica  Plain 
would  then  provide  space  for  pleasant  family  housing  and  enhance  and 
improve  the  residential  nature  of  our  area. 


01^ 


1^ 


July  9,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
500  Arborway 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

For  many  years  Jamaica  Plain  has  suffered  the  effects  of  crime, 
decay,  and  urban  blight,  the  physical  deterioration  of  homes  and  pro- 
perties, and  the  exodus  of  residents  and  businesses  to  the  suburbs. 
All  of  this  has  been  compounded  by  the  destructive  impact  of  land- 
clearing  that  occurred  in  preparation  for  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  1-95  expressway.   While  the  devastation  to  our  community  has 
been  great,  we  now  have  the  opportunity  to  rebuild  Jamaica  Plain  in  a 
manner  that  will  improve  the  urban  environment,  renew  the  vitality  of 
our  community,  and  put  an  end  to  the  steady  loss  of  middle  income  re- 
sidents and  the  tax  base  that  they  comprise.   This  can  only  be  ac- 
complished by  the  construction  of  the  new  Orange  Line  and  Amtrak  fa- 
cility with  an  arterial  street  to  Forest  Hills.   By  implementing  such 
a  plan,  public  transit  will  be  upgraded,  public  safety  will  be  improved, 
our  neighborhoods  will  be  made  more  livable  with  less  traffic,  and 
noise  on  our  streets,  and  the  vacant  desolation  of  the  Corridor  will 
be  ended  with  the  land  put  to  productive  use. 

The  Rocky  Spring  Vale  Civic  Association  wishes  to  record  itself  as 
wholeheartedly  in  favor  of  the  new  Orange  Line,  railroad,  and  parkway. 


Sincerely, 

C- 

ENNETH  C.  BI 
RESIDENT, 
ROCKY  SPRING  VALE  CIVIC  ASSOCIATION 


KCB/kr 


vy  :.n  ci'it. 


ROTARY  CLUB  OF  HYDE  PARK 
POST  OFFICE  BOX  68 
HYDE  PARK,  MASS.  02136 


July  15,  1976 


Dear  Mr,  Pangaro, 


On  behalf  of  the  Hyde  Park  Rotary  Cliib,  I  would  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  with  respect  to  the  proposed  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line 
along  the  southwest  corridor. 

In  principle,  we  favor  this  project  of  upgrading  the  rapid  transit 
service  to  the  commimities  directly  and  indirectly  affected.     In 
particular  we  see  some  possibilities  arising  out  of  this  project  which 
might  have  some  benefit  for  the  Hyde  Park  area. 

Obviously  the  present  Elevated  structure  is  of  limited  value  to 
Hyde  Park  because  an  extension  to  Cleary  Square  and  Rte,  128  would  be 
iii^jossdble.     But  with  the  relocation  of  Rapid  Transit  service  along 
the  southwest  corridor,  the  possibility  of  extending  rapid  transit 
service  to  Cleary  Square  becomes  an  attractive  and  viable  alternative 
in  the  futxrre. 

Such  capital  expenditures  that,  of  necessity,  will  have  to  be  made 
in  Hyde  Park,  not  only  would  create  jobs,  and  provide  badly  needed 
improvement  of  Rapid  Transit  service  for  the  Hyde  Park  community,  but 
we  can  also  envision  the  encouragerrent  of  commercial  and  residential 
investment  along  the  xjhole  length  of  the  southwest  corridor  which 
would  be  beneficial  indeed. 

Although  the  extension  of  the  Orange  Line  to  Cleary  Square  and 
Rte,  128  is  not  a  part  of  the  present  proposal,  the  relocation  of  the 
Orange  Line  at  least  makes  this  possible  sorae-iriiere  down  the  road. 

For  this  reason,  we  favor  the  present  proposal,  and  hope  that  long 
range  planning  would  incorporate  sort^  thought  to  the  possible  ex- 
tension of  rapid  transit  to  Hyde  Park, 


Yours  truly, 

Walter  R,   Collins, 

President  of  Hyde  Park  Rotary  Club 


The  Rev,  Haul  B«     Bresnahan 

Rector,  Parish  of  Christ  Chirrch  (Episconal) 


Q/a 
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July   15,    1976 


I 


Southwest  Corridor  Development 

8  Asticou  Road 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen : 

We  are  very  much  opposed  to  replacing  the  train 
service  from  Needham  to  Boston  with  any  other 
form  of  transportation. 

We  are  quite  content  with  our  train  service 
and  cannot  see  spending  millions  of  dollars 
to  give  us  something  we  do  not  want.   If  we 
wanted  to  commute  by  MBTA,  we  would  have  done 
so  long  ago. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mildred  V.  Oilman 

18  Allenwood  St. ,  West  Roxbury 

Elinor  L.  Briggs 

196  Maple  St. ,  West  Roxbury 


MORGAN  MEMORIAL   ^    UNITED  METHODIST 


tUURCH 


333  TREMONT STREET,  BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS 02116 U.S.A.  16171357  5777 


'AT IONS 


June  29,   1976 


The  Board  of  Directors 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

45  High  Street 

Boston,  MA  02110 

To  Menibers  of  the  META  Board  and 
other  interested  persons: 

At  long  last,  after  costly  delays,  all  parties  have  studied  all  kinds 
of  impacts  on  the  Southwest  corridor  and  the  time  for  action  has  now 
arrived I 

We  support  vour  application  for  a  capital  grant  to  construct  rail  fa- 
cilities, both  rapid  transit  and  railroad,  in  the  Southwest  _  corridor. 
The  proposal  in  our  estimate,  is  a  balanced  program,  providing  much 
needed  transit  access  to  downtown,  as  well  as  convenient  transportation 
within  the  neighborhoods  and  development  of  additional  local  parks, 
housing  and  open  space. 

Please  proceed  with  all  delibrate  speed  to  accomplish  this  long  awaited 
project. 

If  possible,  we  v*io  are  located  in  the  South  Cove  area  would  like  to  have 
a  turn  around  extention  of  the  orange  line  and  the  South  Cove  Station  com- 
pleted during  the  first  phase  of  construction,  to  enable  shuttles  of  pa- 
trons in  the "downtown  area,  thereby  increasing  access  to  the  theaters,  the 
Tufts-j^ew  England  Medical  Center,  The  new  Quincy  School,  Mass  Pike  Towers 
and  the  Church  of  All  Nations. 

Your  consideration  of  this  final  comment,  however,  should  in  no  way  deter 
from  proceeding  rapidly  on  the  entire  project^ 

cc:  Anthony  Fangoro 


BRADFORD  H.  BRYANT 

Minister  of  Youth: 
JOHN  W.  EDGAR 

Honorary  Staff  Member: 
BISHOP  BENNIED.  WARNER 

P.O.  BOK  1010,  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  West  Africa 


Reverend  E^adfoi 


Pastors-Internes: 

WALTER C.  DILG.JR. 
JAMES  GRAY 
JODYL.  STILES 
WESLEY  D.  WILLIAMS 
JANK.  YARLOTT 


JONATHAN E  CHASE,  JR 

Organist 


LINDA  EDGAR 

Choii  Direclor 

MRS.  CANDACE BROWN 

Difector,  Urban  Living  Project 

LENA  R.  FOGG  IE 

Church  OHice  Secrelarv 

JOHN  A.  ALLESSI 

Cuntodian 


G . A .  bQpn  1*0 
1310133  Green  St. 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I'm  in  favor  of  the  arterial  highway  to  be  constructed  on  the  west  side  - 
but  better  than  that  would  like  to  see  the  whole  original  S.  West  Corridor 
build  as  if  was  first  approved.  It  is  a  known  factor  that  95  is  needed  to 
get  traffic  through  the  city  though  S.  West  Expressway  is  not  sufficient 
to  accommodate  all  the  traffic  going  through  the  city.  But  the  important 
thing  is  to  stop  talking  about  and  get  started  immediately.  We  need  the 
jobs,  we  need  the  people  to  work,  and  we  definitely  need  the  road  and  to 
take  down  the  monstrosity  that  presently  exists  on  Washington  Street.  So 
lets  stop  talking  and  take  some  action  and  not  let  some  small  faction  groups 
slow  down  this  impoetant  development  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  Jamaica  Plain. 


John  M.  Case 
35  Lehigh  Rd 
Wellesley,  MA  02181 


Rather  than  having  a  hearing  to  discuss  the  subject  of  "curtailment", 
how  about  an  "expansion"  and  an  accompanying  fare  reduction  (to  get 
back  some  of  the  lost  traffic  -  which  your  figures  will  show)  to  make 
rail  service  more  competitive  with  buses  and  streetcars.  The  idea  is  to 
provide  overall,  integrated  service  so  that  the  public  is  for  once 
being  served. 


-a/> 


brac<: 
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Janet  Chaffee 
12  Amory  St 


I  oppose  the  arterial  highway  because  it  will  bring  noise  and  fumes 
and  pollutions  by  people  bring  in  my  house  who  are  outside  and.  .  . 


Til'-  •r«»%%\\^  in/  r 


Director  of  Transportation 
Wilfred  C.  Chesebrough 


-^^3^ 
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20  HEATHER  DRIVE,  NORWOOD 
TEL.  769-1754 


July  15,  1976 


My  name  is  Wilfred  Chesebrough  and  I  live  at  20  Heather  Drive 
in  Norwood,  Massachusetts.   My  presence  here  and  this  statement  are 
authorized  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Norwood  whom  I  serve  as 
Director  of  Transportation  and  Designee  to  the  MBTA  Advisory  Board. 

The  Town  of  Norwood  joins  other  adversely  affected  towns  in 
opposition  to  this  Southwest  Corridor  project.   Furthermore,  we  find 
it  appalling  that  this  disruptive  plan  is  being  put  into  effect  so 
ruthlessly  at  the  expense  of  so  many  people.   They  do  not  need  another 
state  inflicted  burden  to  add  to  the  rapidly  escalating  load  they  al- 
ready carry. 

Consider  first  that  the  project,  in  its  present  form,  has  lost 
the  claimed  social  benefits,  to  the  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain  com- 
munities that  were  to  be  achieved  by  depressing. 

Then  consider  the  financially  precarious  position  of  the  MBTA 
and  the  heavy  tax  burden  it  now  inflicts  on  its  member  towns  and  the 
state. 

Now  consider  the  MBTA  record  of  achievement,  a  dismal  dirge  of 
overspending,  missed  deadlines,  and  technical  failures,  that  show  no 
signs  of  improvement. 


-2- 

Nonetheless,  the  state  and  the  T  are  charging  ahead  in  this 
Southwest  Corridor  scheme.   Somebody's  priorities  are  out  of  order. 

I  do  not  believe  that  those  who  live  and  work  in  metropolitan 
Boston  should  sit  idly  by  and  watch  the  priceless  railroad  corridor 
be  converted  into  a  dusty,  noisy  strip  mine  for  a  period  of  several 
years  while  blight  and  deterioration  infest  more  neighborhoods  in 
Boston. 

If  this  scheme,  this  horizontal  Hancock  Building,  was  being 
inflicted  on  Boston  at  the  behest  of  the  suburbs,  the  cries  of  pro- 
test should  be  loud  and  acrimonious.   And  justifiably  so! 

Obviously,  this  is  not  the  case. 

I  do  not  accept  that  there  is  no  alternative  plan  just  because 
the  proponents  of  this  massive  boondoggle  cannot  or  will  not  think  of 
one.   There  are  too  many  valid  contributions  that  have  been  curtly 
dismissed.   The  participative  process  has  been  subverted. 

We  must  find  a  cheaper,  less  destructive,  and  faster  program. 
This  thing  we  have  before  us  today  is  no  solution.   It  is  an  unending 
series  of  unsolved  problems,  a  transportation  tar  pit  that  will  keep 
the  bureaucrats  and  other  remote  observers  happily  engaged  as  long  as 
the  money  holds  out.   For  those  of  us  who  get  stuck  with  it,  the  out- 
come is  not  so  optimistic. 

Wilfred  C.  Chesebrough 


0510)  ^'^ 


AtMJLT  MEDICINE 

DENTAL 

EDUCATION 

rZr™  BROOKSIDE  PARK 

s^aITeLces  family  life  CENTER 

SPEECH  AND  HEARING  3297  Washington  street,  Jamaica  plain,  mass.  02130     tel.  (cit]  522-4700 


June  22,  197 6 


Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing 

c/o  Anthony  Pangara 

South  Street 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro, 

This  testimony  before  the  Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing  held  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  on  June  22,  1976,  is  presented  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Cloherty, 
Center  Director  for  the  Brookside  Park  Family  Life  Center  on  behalf  of  the  Policy 
Board  of  the  Brookside  Park  Family  Life  Center^  Of  which  the  following  officers 
are:  Ellen  Hafer  President,  George  Hiuat  Vice-Iresident,  Carmen  Garcia  Treasurer  and 
Fred  Bunnell,  Secretary. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Charles  E.  Cloherty      / 
Center  Director 


CC/sb 


A  NEIGHBORHOOD  HEAITH  CENTER  ASSOCIATED  WITH 


THE  PETER  BENT  BRIGHAM  HOSPITAL 


i       AND       j^jggiggSk    THE  CITV  OF  BOSTON 


STATEMENT 


The  Brookside  Park  Family  Life  Center  is  a  comprehensive  neighborhood  health 
center  located  in  the  east ern  portion  of  Jamaica  Plain  at  3297  Washington  St., 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  /The  services  provided  by  the  Family  Life  Center  include 
ambulatory  health  and  social  services,  including  the  following:  adult,  and  child 
medicine,  obstetrics  and  gynecology,  dental  services,  mental  health  services, 
speech  and  hearing  services,  social  services.   These  services  are  provided  by 
primary  health  care  providers  including  internists,  pediatricians,  obstetricians, 
nurse  practitioners,  dentists,  hygenists,  psychiatrists,  psychiatric  nurses  and 
other  support  health  care  staf f\J  Services  are  provided  to  a  registered  cliental 
of  17,000  individuals,  9^%   of  whom  live  in  Jamaica  Plain.   During  the  current 
year  we  will  provide  approximately  36,000  patient  visits  in  all  of  the  above 
services. 

Since  its  inception  the  Policy  Boards  of  the  family  life  center  has  been  working 
to  improve  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  through 
corrective  ambulatory  care  and  primary  care  and  preventive  health  and  social 
services.   The  philosphy  of  the  Family  Life  Center  is  to  improve  the  entire  well 
being  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  population,  including  social,  mental  and  physical 
health. 

For  the  above  reasons  the  Policy  Board  feels  that  it  is  mandatory  that  it  make  a 
stand  on  the  proposed  construction  and  development  along  the  Southwest  Corridor. 
Previous  testimony  has  been  submitted  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and 
presented  at  previous  hearings  concerning  the  construction  and  development  of  I  95- 
The  Policy  Board  of  the  Family  Life  Center  is  opposed  to  any  road  construction 
through  Jamaica  Plain.   Among  the  reasons  for  this  position  include  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  clients  who  receive  services  of  the  Family  Life  Center  are  from  both 
sides  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  and  the  construction  of  a  road  would  impose  a 
physical  barrier  which  would  prevent  them  from  easily  getting  to  the  Family  Life 
Center.   This  conflicts  with  the  purpose  of  having  neighborhood  health  centers 
which  is  to  have  health  care  which  is  easily  accessable.   In  addition,  road  construc- 
tion as  it  has  been  previously  testified,  would  have  a  severe  impact  on  the  health 
environment.   During  the  construction  phase  there  certainly  would  be  disruption  but 
more  important^  xne  continued  adverse  impact  from  pollution  caused  by  automobile 
traffic.  There  has  been  previous  testimony  at  several  similar  hearings,  illustrating 
that  lead  levels  in  children  is  related  to  automobile  traffic.   To  raise  this  threat 
at  a  time  when  we  are  spending  millions  of  dollars  controlling  and  testing  for  lead 
poisoning  would  have  a  cancelling  out  effect.   In  addition,  at  a  recent  medical 
meeting  papers  were  presented  demonstrating  that  the  automobile  was  a  leading  cause 
of  injury  and  death  in  the  United  States.  Building  additional  roads  which  would 
encourage  the  increase  use  of  vehicles  when  alternative  means  are  available  also 
seems  contridictory  to  efforts  being  made  in  the  health  care  field. 

Based  on  those  above  reasons  I  would  like  to  reiterate  that  the  Brookside  Park 
Family  Life  Center  Policy  Board  is  completely  opposed  to  any  road  construction 
in  the  Southwest  Corridor.   Concerning  the  issue  of  raised  or  depressed  transit, 
I  will  refer  to  my  previous  comments  concerning  the  division  of  Jamaica  Plain. 
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It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Policy  Board  thatiany  construction  i^  undertaken  that 
will  either  continue  or  maintain  a  physical,  dividing  barrier  psMM^,  such  as  the 
raised  transit  will,  Llwai  Uxn  Du'imI  n"i  g^.  nppnspR  i;tJ^^^a^--'^^Trrigt^np-t-inn . 


In  conclusion,  the  Board  would  like  to  he  recorded  in  support  of  construction 
performed  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  which  will:  l)  Increase  the  ability  of  residents 
to  get  from  one  side  of  Jamaica  Plain  to  ■Wi_e  other.   2)  Not  increase  or  encourage 
automobile  traffic  but  infact  discourage/Taiad  3)  Provide  space  for  housing  and 
economic  development.   The  Board  believes  that  this  will  enalbe  the  residents  of ,  ."  O 
to  increase  their  health  and  well  being -'Blftt  socially ,  mentally  and  phsyically. 


R.  Britton  Cqlbert 
1010  Brush  Hill  Rd 
Milton,  MA  02186 


MBTA  - 


As  a  supporter  of  public  transportation  I  would  like  to  go  on  record  that 
I  support,  use,  and  encourage  others  to  use  all  forms  of  public  trans- 
portation. Furthermore,  I  encourage  the  expansion  of  service,  for  the 
Franklin  local  as  well  as  the  Penn  Central  Line.  Public  transportation 
is  the  way  of  the  future  that  is  available  to  us  now. 


Talephona 

Hamilton  468-1877 


Battista  Clemenzi   Plastering  Co.,   Inc. 

C^ylaslering     L^onlraclors 
86  MEYER  ROAD,  HAMILTON,  MASS.     01936 

June  1^,  1976 

Anthony  Pangaro,  Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 

Executive  Department 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02130 

RE:  MARKET  DEVELOPMENT  -  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PROJECT 
SOUTH  COVE  TO  FOREST  HILLS  RELOCATION 

Gentlemen; 

We  emphatically  support  the  advancement  of  the  above 
captioned  project.  We  feel  that  this  is  an  extremely 
Important  project  and  wish  we  could  write  more  to  help 
this  cause. 

Very  truly  yours, 

BATTISTA  CLEMENZI  PLASTERING  CO.,  INC. 


JBC/ovc 


Action  for  Boston 


^%€i^  Action  tor  Boston 
^JJjM  Community  Development 

^wMM^BUm         lY^f^  150   TREMONT   STREET,    BOSTON,    MASSACHUSETTS   02111 

MM.  W^m^         Al    *V>«        TELEPHONE;    AREA   CODE    (617)    357-6000 


July  16,  1976 


TESTIMONY  OF  ROBERT  M.  COARD 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
ACTION  FOR  BOSTON  COMI'IUNITY  DEVELOPT'lENT 


Action  for  Boston  Community  Development,  as  Boston's 
official  anti-poverty  agency,  represents  eleven  service 
neighborhoods  in  the  City  of  Boston.   Amongst  those  neigh- 
borhoods are  the  South  End,  Roxbury-North  Dorchester, 
Parker  Hill-Fenway,  and  Jamaica  Plain.   Accordingly,  we 
are  extremely  concerned  about  what  happens  in  the  Southwest 
Corridor.   Our  constituents  number  an  estimated  75,000 
throughout  the  City  and  35,000  in  the  Corridor. 

ABCD  has  consistently  supported  development  of  the 
Southwest  Corridor.   Most  recently,  it  has  expressed  that 
support  in  a  letter  from  me  to  Senator  Edward  Brooke,  a 
copy  of  which  is  attached  to  the  testimony  that  I  am  submitting 
today.   I  do  not  want  to  repeat  what  appears  therein,  and  I 
am  here  today  mainly  to  emphasize  ABCD's  support  for  a  number 
of  points  raised  by  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  and  others. 

V/e  support  the  full  depression  of  the  relocated  Orange 
Line.   The  tenants  of  the  affected  housing  project,  all  of 
whom  are  constituents  of  our  Agency,  would  only  be  the  most 
direct  losers  if  a  semi-depression  alternative  is  chosen. 
Considerations  relating  to  future  development  in  the  Corridor 
also  make  this  an  undesirable  idea.   I  believe  it  to  be  worth 
nothing  that  two  successive  State  Administrations,  those  of 
Governors  Sargent  and  Dukakis,  have  promised  those  who  live  in 
and  adjoining  the  Corridor  a  fully  depressed  relocated  Orange 
Line.   Those  promises  should  not  now  be  reneged  upon. 


Dr.  EDWARD  J.  GOON,  President;  MARY  JANE  ENGLAND,  M.D.,  Vice  President;  JUANITA  HARDING,  Vice  President; 
VERNON  K.  SPORT,  Vice  President;  VI VIENNE  THOMSON,  Vice  President;  STANLEY  N.WILLIAMS,  Vice  President; 
F.  DOUGLAS  COCHRANE,  Clerl<;   ROBERT  H.  GARDINER,  Treasurer;   ROBERT  M.  COARD,  Executive  Director. 


Testimony  of  R.M.  Coard  ABCD,  Boston 


Also  of  deep  concern  to  us  is  recognizing  the  economic 
benefit  of  Corridor  development  to  those  who  live  and  work  in 
those  communities  located  in  the  Corridor.   Specifically,  v/e 
strongly  support  the  commitment  to  set  aside  30°'^  of  the  dollar 
volume  of  construction  contracts  in  the  Corridor  for  minority 
contractors.   We  also  strongly  support  the  setting  aside  of 
50?/  of  all  construction  jobs  in  each  neighborhood  for  residents 
of  that  particular  neighborhood.   People  who  live  in  the  South 
End,  Roxbury-North  Dorchester,  Parker  Hill-Fenway  and  Jamaica 
Plain  must  benefit  economically  from  the  development  of  the 
Corridor.   These  set-asides  appear  to  be  a  responsible  way  of 
insuring  that  the  economic  benefits  of  development  accrue  to 
residents  of  these  communities. 


The  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  has  set  forth  several 
other  reasonably  technical  requests  relating  to  such  issues 
as  sign-offs  on  land  disposition  and  a  re-negotiated  memo- 
randum of  understanding  relating  to  citizen  participation.   V/e 
support  those  points  as  well. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  consideration. 


Attachment 


Action  for  Boston 


July  16,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Central  Transportation  Planning  Staff 

27  School  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Tony: 

Please  find  enclosed  herewith  the  testimony  of 
Action  for  Boston  Community  Development's  Executive  Director, 
Bob  Coard,  in  connection  with  the  Southwest  Corridor. 
Unfortunately,  members  of  your  staff  and  I  v/ere  unable  to 
arrange  a  mutually  convenient  time  for  me  to  present  this 
testimony  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Coard.   Accordingly,  I  am  now 
forwarding  it  to  you. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  soon,  I  am 

Very  tK^ily  yours, 


Claude  G.  Lancome 

Director 
Social  Services  and 
Economic  Development 
Department 

Enc . 
CGLrmr 

cc:   Mr.  Albert  Bishop   Executive  Director   S.lv.  Corridor  Coalition 
Mr.  Robert  Coard    Executive  Director   ABCD 


Dr.  EDWARD  J.  GOON,  President;  MARY  JANE  ENGLAND,  M.D.,  Vice  President:  JUANITA  HARDING,  Vice  President; 
VERNON  K.  SPORT,  l//ce/'res/c/enf;  VI VIENNE  THOMSON,  l//ce /'rex/yenf;  STANLEY  N.  WILLIAMS,  Vice  President; 
F.  DOUGLAS  COCHRANE,  Cleric;  ROBERT  H.  GARDINER,  Treasurer;   ROBERT  M.  COARD,  Executive  Director. 


natherine  A.  Conroy  HS  Merrill  Lynch 

^^^"  y^  Pierce  Fenner  &  Smith  inc. 


A,ii,inal  Institutional  Unit 

■  7.357-1344 

R5  High  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021  1 0 


July  9,  1976 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

I  wish  to  be  on  record  as  saying  I  think 

it  would  be  a  sad  mistake  to  close  the 

Back  Bay  Station  and  stop  the  Needham  Commuter 

Trains  —  I  have  ridden  these  trains  for  a 

period  of  20  years,  and  wish  to  protest 

the  depression  plan. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Catherine  A.  Conroy 
10  Orange  Street 
Roslindale,  Mass.  02131 


Page  2  na  Cooper       7-15-76 

2/    That  along  this  Route  128  Corridor,   only  one  transit  system  -- 
the  Orange  Ljne  Extension  --be  constructed.     To  even  consider  constructing 
a  separate  system  --a  so-called  'super-commuter-rail',   with  an  investment 
of  almost  $40  million  dollars,   to  serve  only  a  few  thousand  riders,    seems  to 
me  a  gross  mismanagement  of  the  public  monies.     To  even  think  of  developing 
two  separate  transit  systems,   commuter  rail  for  the  rich  and  Oinangc  fc^ne 
ellectrilied  mass  transit  for  the  poor  --  both  to  travel  side  by  side  along  the 
same  route  and  to  almost  the  same  destination  --  thia  fools  immoral.-  / 

3.  That  the  real   rights  of  the  urban  dweller  living  along  the  transit  system 

be  protected  and  that  a  concern  for  serious  environmental  impact     be  demonstrated 
by  ensuring  that  the  system  is  fully  depressed  and  that  the  embankments  adjacent 
to  the  corridor  are  levelled. 

4.  That  half  the  jobs  on  the  project  be  reserved  for  resident  of  the  communities 
along  which  the  transit  will  pass  and  that  at  least  30%  of  the  dollar  value  of  the 
construction  contracts  be  set  aside  for  minority  contractors;  and  30%  of  the  jobs 
are  filled  by  minority  workers. 

5.  That  there  will  be  no  construction  of  an  "arterial  road"  through  Jamaica 
Plain,,  nor  other  opportunities  for  the  obiquitous  auto  to  make  further  inroads  into 
city  living  space. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  this  open,   ongoing,   public 
process,  ft  provides  opportunities  for  private  citizens  such  as  me,   to  be  exposed 
to  professional,   transportation  planners  and  for  the  technicians  and  planners  to 
become  sensitive  to  community  needs  and  to  neighborhood  values. 


eTATJSK^T  0?  ;?R,  'ynOMAS  D.COIiRJvA^  Ki:  THE  x;^M/nF¥  FUBT.IG  HEARIivi'J 
ON  THE  SO^Th'^ST  COHHIDOR  PRCJECT.     JULY  15^1976. 
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and  hava  fo-c  !ieve:-cal  ysjars  bean  a  wesbax"  of  pr.vs/ate  and  puoiuc  g-coups. 
coacfitrnsd  .ioont  th<3  South^fost  Gori^x^Icr.  These  ;^rc;-aps  iiiclude  the  A3'5c:;ia.'" 

Crisis,  thc-3  JHTG  ^d  tbs  m?C* 

A  deSiida  sgo^  trhea  I  vras  ai.^xsr.i-d  to  a  p-a:cish  tmoso  t■o^ryidarAss  ir.nlude 
pa;?t  af  tas  etrrldor/  soate  people  froa  tl:i!3  sj-iring  of  -^oimmiitifiB  ailong  the 
ee^ritjd.-ffs  atjd  ©ccifca  advocat(sa  in  goverasentj  isft^r  lens  hovixm  of  d.3.s-j:y3=55.oa 
and  sttidy,  ^l^otdecl  te  talcsa  icisk- 

The  y:i.m  "^bb  to  reject  the  con'/sntioaal  vT5.t7doss  t-bc-.t  tlggar  &ad  l)£v:.tia? 
bighi^ys  a.?-©  i>?D«d  ft/s  Qv-^'ftm^a  goesS.  x'or  iir'bs'.a  coHai'iiitios  ss  a  foc<;s  for 
tihat.  -^.itas  pliivsaaaKj  ealisd  crespias  flllgsit  (vfhil«;  othess  -mlled  it  thalc 
hoaes  asi^i  ri'iji.'^h'boK.hGOiM) j  geod  for  subts^-bc-iat  ci^^sss  -io  th's  city;  good  fc-v 
\si3Blnma  aftd  indasstry  eb  a  s«jiQ5?ator  of  jo'iss  assd  d'.j\'slop>fant..     At  ths-t  t.li.-.?, 
:?««?  I'j'jxs's  a;3-c5-i'ig  Kfesther  thas©  ens^called  bsnRf it/s  ^/a^o  s,  oao  or  iyo  way 

W.it  totfic  tim  risk  aad  an  issucueil  coaiitica  of  :la-t<5:c©sts  dsvelopesl  ihi/^i 
led  to  a  'c&-:.ti5a['  pla^aaiag  p*:&r;es^3»  That  prosossj  in  turyi,  results-;!  xn  tAs 
faxFlghted  ^iaIaEie«d  tirivcsportatioii  pdicy  of  th«  £r-;rge.-;t  .!i&'5lai>-)-(-tr'?,%i&!5.i 
Tadajf  ?i  <S.rj;,;i:.de  latsjr*  x?®  ars  s-pproKebiag  t.heia:a'm''.?aat;-it3.Qr.  at'  that  p&ilay 
ia  t«irss  csf  *>:.  rsvis'9d  t-y:-;^!^^^^^-^^!^^,  plsi^  for  t-I-ii?  Sc-utbt^esi  Cioii-r;l©er  ic.rait 

the  EdBitted  ooste*     I"!^  hastakea  al^vQgstLes-  toa  'Lsag  S:.c  rsvsoli  tb^  ati:£vi5  ^s 
ass  et  todt?.y,     Mev  tesritox-y  1e  s©i?ig  cb^rted  i-i  ■:;?3!:i:i?;s  ck  j'i.snBlsg  »nd.  ;jtsi'eti-- 
cipj:..tj£gj  fii^d  tl^e  ^roesse  h:H^  bssi-i  ^^^j^inmrdy  Isn^thy  $Xid  totally  3at5^sx>-l)j(^  -'r-t^ 

imva.   r  asf  3is©«  beem  at  tiass  teJFjp&sd  ti>  sftog-tsui  the  };>a^tlGliff!'t5-;.y  I'seoea;-^ 

■doti'iyl  at  iisi-«aJ  tri-sS  to  ^aw  o«,t  ths:  px-occ&s  fi  Irlt  tcsc  -j-'^^j'  la  os&a;-  ■&•:> 

ha-yi?  ixsan  "feee^sfoi&^a^ts  in  cosf2iuule«.tioa  arid  ntea-^^ss  cf  j-Qs6.tir>n  ruoi-;^;  <;••:«?  <-Tay. 
A3J!.  <■!'  thS.B  -U  ti>  bs  e.'Kpe-'i^t®!  a»d  5,3  his&lthjfe  K.U.  lat  i-y  s-ilX  lc«i?i;  frc-iJi  i.i 
jiffi  this  prf-'OiiSs  ia-  ae©yght  t^  ©©.sspXiitioB  aissd  other©  are  irdt.iated. 

tltc-  fimds  a;se?jtnsary  feci'  tne  i'iirt&i  etiifjes  of  tfc,f.s  pjojeot.  ;fe  ytriea  "cc:  i.^ovs 
tosiXs^da  ooiip3;,isrtio;i  JSoUi&t  ci'sr  coja;rn.tr!,it/:l-es  arid  i;-iir  jsag'lca  ca::?  'bssgjjt  to  y^^X^c-i 

;stx«c  a  Ij^vbitacieS  •isf^.jsepaivta.tioK  fs^t^jis  tb^h  GK^ii^siees.  bath  ■ocsi'  eco-^caic  lav^ 


Even  at  this  late  d&te,  however,  same  serious  concerns  have  besn 
raised  about  ssfveral  aspects  of  the  picesent  plaRj  i.s.  the  depch  of 
the  depreesiony.  the  arterial  road  through  Jaraaica  Plain,  and  ths 
commitment  to  sulastantial  a£f iraatlve  action  hiring  policies  withiii 
the  ccanffixmitxes  impacted  "by  construction. 

I  have  been  assuerd  that  subnission  of  tha  aplication  for  funds  I 
will  not  JQopairdise  continuing  dialogue  about  these  isaues*  and  it  is  I 
cmthat  basis  that  I  am  supporting  eulxaissicn  of  the  aplicatioR-  | 

I  baliGve  the  question  of  thedep^^essioa  is  a  key  one»    Fas  ten 
years  we  have  l»®n  talking  about  the  preservation  and  developaeirt  oS 
these  neighborhoods.  1^.at  is  what  we  took  the  risk  for.  That  is  why  «is 
have  alloi^ed  aaiJthaa:  decade's  delay  in  construction  of  aoaethlng  along 
the  cea:rid«r»     It  would  be  a  travesty  of  this  process  as  well  as  of 
sisapla  Justice  if  at  the  last  hoinr,  we  coaprosiisM  our  goals  to  s&vs  a 
few  dollaa^  or  to  simplify  the  enfiaesring  process.     I  targe  coatinuiiig 
discusil^n  to  2?eaeh  a  confi«asi23  on  this  issae* 

The  sarae  priaeiples  apply  to  the  artsi^isX*     ^'hat  aro  ten  yeart's  of 
struggling  and  planning  vorth,  5f  ths  «ad  resxjlt  is  a  hl^a-aay  that  is 
soaewhat  eiualier  but  will  have  jjotentially  the  same  adverss  iKpacts  o-a 
the  coEjaisaity  that  i-eaistsd  its  now  aborted  predecessor? 

The  isBtjQ  of  hiring  practices  being  raised  in  several  coffl?aon5.tie5 
is  a  coB^BJf  and  potentially  divisive  ons  that  deiaanda  the  best  efforts 
of  iRea  aad  women  of  good  Hill  on  all  sides  ss"  the  issue.  We  must  contiriT^s 
to  txy  to  find  a  oosip'oais©  e^  ccnsensuo  befors  positions  i:arden  and  a 
stalemate  is  reaehsd. 

'Po^y  is  a  long  asaitod  and  eseiting  day  for  many  people  who  havs 
participated  ita  all  osr  pari  of  the  aicd^aous  task  ws  set  otsrsej-ves  tc  ten 
yeass  aije*     ¥e  should  be  proiui  of  that  process ,  proud  of  oar  areas  of 
agawaeKtentj,  r^speetfal  of  one  aaoth^c's  differences,  and  optiEistic  about 
our  ability  to  resolve  tbea. 

Sesisag  tha^,  th^edesal  govemiEeat  -^ili,  I  hope,^  make  available  the 
ftmds  needaad  to  bring  ths  paeojeet  to  coapletion, 

Thaak  you* 


AREA    CODE     617     482-5060 

CABLE  address'GENINVEST" 


GENERAL  INVESTMENT  &   DEVELOPMENT  CO. 

lOO      FEDERAL     STREET     •     BOSTON,    MASSACHUSETTS      021I0 

July  15,  1976 

Mr.  Anthony  Pingaro,  Coordinator 
Southwest  Corridor  Development 

Re:   Southwest  Corridor  Project 

Dear  Mr.  Pingaro: 

We  would  like  to  go  on  record  as  being  adamantly  opposed 
to  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  which,  among  other  things,  would 
discontinue  commuter  train  service  to  the  Back  Bay  Station. 

In  this  day  when  public  transportation  is  seeking  to 
gain  credibility  with  the  public,  this  action  contemplated  by  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Project  will  do  more  harm  than  good.   Not  only 
will  it  create  inconvenience  to  many  commuters,  but  also  it  will 
result  in  a  severe  financial  burden  to  the  individuals  concerned, 
who  will  have  no  alternative  but  to  resort  to  the  automobile  for 
transportation  to  their  place  of  employment. 

It  will  also  present  an  economic  burden  to  businesses, 
such  as  our  Windsor  Gardens  apartment  community  in  Norwood,  who 
rely  very  heavily  on  the  accessibility  of  public  transportation 
as  an  attraction  to  potential  residents  in  the  Town  of  Norwood. 
There  are  over  100  Windsor  Gardens  residents  who  use  the  Windsor 
Gardens  station  for  commuting  to  work,  a  large  percentage  of  whom 
terminate  at  Back  Bay.   We  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  effort  promot- 
ing public  transportation  from  Norwood  to  Boston  and  many  of  our 
residents  depend  upon  the  service  now  being  provided.   At  a  time 
when  we  should  all  be  expanding  our  efforts  to  reduce  automobile 
usage,  this  is  a  major  step  backwards. 

In  summary,  we  feel  that  the  liabilities  of  the  South- 
west Corridor  Project  outweigh  the  potential  benefits.   Plans  for 
its  implementation  should  be  discontinued  forthwith  and  the  Back 
Bay  Station  should  continue  to  remain  open  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  people. 

Very  truly  yours, 
<  Russell  N.  Cox,  Chairman 
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July   22,    197( 


Mr.  Anthony  Pingaro 
Southwest  Corridor  Project 
Asticon  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Pingaro: 

As  you  are  aware,  I  attended  the  hearing  on  the  Southwest 
Corridor  Project  held  at  the  Massachusetts  Diagnostic 
Laboratories  on  the  evening  of  July  15,  1976.   However, 
due  to  the  number  of  speakers  and  the  fact  that  the  three 
to  five  minutes  speaking  limit  was  waived,  I  was  unable  to 
comment  on  behalf  of  my  company  and,  in  particular,  on 
behalf  of  our  residents  at  Windsor  Gardens  at  Norwood. 

Therefore,  enclosed  please  find  a  statement  from  Mr.  Russell 
Cox,  the  chairman  of  General  Investment  &  Development  Co., 
which  company  owns  and  operates  Windsor  Gardens  at  Norwood; 
we  would  wish  the  enclosed  statement  to  be  made  part  of  the 
public  record. 

Very  truly  yours, 

WINDSOR  GARDENS 


Timothy  H.  Fife 
Manager 


THF:bac 
Enclosure 
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July  15,  1976 


To  the  Hearings  Officer  of 

The  Combined  Public  Hearings  on: 

A.  Transit  Capitol  Grant  Application 

B.  Highway  Location  and  Design 
For  the  Southwest  Corridor  Projects 

For  nearly  thirty  years  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest 
Hills  have  had  to  face  the  uncertainty  and  suffer  the  consequences  of 
government  indecision  regarding  the  Southwest  Corridor,   It  was  in 
19^8,  the  year  that  I  was  first  elected  to  represent  Jamaica  Plain 
and  Forest  Hills  in  the  Massachusetts  House,  that  Governor  Robert 
Bradford  presented  his  comprehensive  Master  Highway  Plan  for  the 
Boston  Metropolitan  area.   Under  this  plan,  the  proposed  1-95  South- 
west Expressway  would  have  bypassed  Jamaica  Plain  instead  it  would 
have  been  built  down  Blue  Hill  Avenue  in  Dorchester  to  connect  with 
the  Neponset  Parkway.  At  the  same  time,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  James 
Michael  Curley,  advocated  the  demolition  of  the  Washington  Street 
elevated  and  its  replacement  with  an  open  cut  subway  running  to 
Forest  Hills.   The  Mayor's  position  was  wholeheartedly  supported 
by  our  late  and  beloved  Archbishop,  Richard  Cardinal  Gushing,  who 
hoped  that  his  Cathedral  would  again  see  the  light  of  day.   While 
the  proposals  to  remove  the  El  came  to  nothing,  the  plans  for  a  South- 
west Expressway  were  drastically  altered  to  the  detriment  of  the  people 
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of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills,  my  district. 

In  1960,  Department  of  Public  Works  Commissioner  DiNatalie  in 
the  Administration  of  Governor  Foster  Furculo,  annoiinced  that  the  route 
for  the  proposed  1-95  expressway  had  been  reconsidered,  and  it  was  their 
decision  that  an  eight-lane  elevated  highway  should  be  built  on  the  site 
of  the  New  Haven  R.R.  embankment  through  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills. 
This  action  was  followed  a  year  later  by  the  decision  of  Mayor  Collins 
to  create  a  major  transportation  corridor  through  Jamaica  Plain  and 
Forest  Hills,   The  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  however, 
were  completely  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  outrage  that  was  being  thrown 
against  them.   I  paid  for,  personally,  the  circulars  and  the  ads  to 
alert  the  people.   As  a  result,  they  fully  understood  that  the  building 
of  the  expressway  would  mean  that  families  would  be  forced  out  of  their 
homes,  local  businesses  destroyed  and  a  monstrous  barrier  would  be 
erected  to  divide  our  community.  We,  the  people,  organized  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  highway.   In  1962,  meetings  were  held,  in  which  I  participated 
at  Hyde  Park  High  School,  the  Timilty  School,  and  the  Roslindale  Municipal 
Building  to  express  community  sentiments  against  the  highway.   Unfortu- 
nately, we  lost  and  the  decision  to  go  ahead  was  made.   Members  of 
my  community  continued  to  struggle.   I  succeeded  in  inserting  in  the 
General  Laws  Chapter  724,  the  Acts  of  I969,  a  law  which  mandated  that 
all  construction  in  the  Corridor  be  depressed,  rather  than  elevated. 
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to  reduce  noise  and  prevent  a  massive  barrier  from  being  placed  in 
the  middle  of  our  community. 

The  original  cost  of  the  highway  takings  and  some  preliminary 
work  was  over  30  million  dollars,  but  the  toll  taken  was  not  only 
economic,  but  human  and  environmental.  Land-taking  for  the  express- 
way entailed  the  dislocation  of  1,500  families,  the  destruction  of 
hundreds  of  homes  and  businesses  and  the  ruination  of  our  local 
neighborhoods.  Although  plans  for  the  highway  were  finally  terminated 
by  Governor  Francis  W.  Sargent  in  1971,  the  damage  had  already  been 
done. 

For  over  a  decade  now,  the  Southwest  Corridor  has  remained 
vacant  and  desolated,  a  drain  on  the  city's  tax  base,  a  source  of 
creeping  blight  to  the  community,  and  a  haven  of  arson  and  vandalism 
for  our  youth.   The  opportunity  has  now  arrived  to  rebuild  Jamaica 
Plain,  Forest  Hills  and  the  entire  Southwest  Corridor  area  in  a 
way  that  will  upgrade  public  transportation  increase  public  safety, 
maintain  the  value  of  our  homes  and  improve  the  attractiveness  of 
our  neighborhoods.   Therefore,  I  wish  to  record  myself  completely 
in  support  of  the  proposal  to  construct  a  new  M.B.T.A.  Orange  Line 
Amtrack  Railroad  and  arterial  street  to  Forest  Hills,  With  a  strong 


THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

House  of  Representatives 

Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 

State    House.   Boston 


-4- 

REP.  JAMES  J.  CRAVEN.  JR. 


request  that  we,  the  community  have  a  definite  say  in  the  design  of 
this  entire  project,  in  order  to  protect  the  safety  of  all  of  our 
citizens  that  I  represent.   The  transportation  problems  of  our  area 
are  complex,  but  this  project  will  offer  a  solution  that  will  cor- 
rect the  most  severe  and  long-standing  among  these.  Under  this  pro- 
posal the  Washington  Street  elevated  structure  and  the  Amtrack  Rail- 
road embankment,  two  noisy  eyesores  that  have  long  been  symbols  of 
the  decay  of  the  inner  city,  will  be  finally  removed.   In  there  place 
a  modern,  depressed,  rapid  transit  and  railroad  line  will  be  constructed 
in  the  Corridor.  With  stations  at  Forest  Hills,  Green  Street,  Boylston 
Street,  Jackson  Square,  Roxbury  Crossing,  Northeastern  University, 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  Back  Bay  and  South  Cove,  this  facility  will 
provide  commuters  with  better  local  service,  improved  downtown 
distribution  and  a  faster,  quieter  and  more  comfortable  ride.   Also, 
it  is  important  the  M.B.T.A.  provide  adequate  substitute  service 
along  Washington  Street  to  replace  the  El.   Moreover,  designs  for 
the  new  Forest  Hills  station  include  new  terminal  and  storage 
facilities  for  streetcars,  decked  over  for  recreational  purposes, 
thus  guaranteeing  that  trolley  service  will  continue  on  the  Arborway 
Green  Line.   Even  commuter  rail  patrons  can  look  forward  to  additional 
railroad  stations  at  Forest  Hills  and  Ruggles  Street. 
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It  is  vitally  important,  if  we  are  to  have  a  balanced  trans- 
portation system,  that  this  project  include  the  extension  of  the 
arterial  street  with  a  greenhelt  and  bikepath  to  Forest  Hills.  A 
road  is  already  scheduled  to  be  constructed  as  far  as  Jackson  Square, 
Under  the  no-build  plan  for  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  Amory 
Street  is  to  be  extended  to  Williams  Street.   Not  to  build  the 
arterial  street  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  will  result  in 
a  massive  increase  in  the  number  of  cars  and  heavy  trucks  on  our 
local  streets  particularly  Amory  Street,  Washington  Street, 
Lamartine  Street,  Centre  Street,  South  Street,  Call  Street,  Forest 
Hills  Street  and  the  Jamaicaway.   To  build  the  street,  on  the  other 
hand  will  cause  a  substantial  decrease  in  the  amount  of  traffic 
congestion,  noise,  air  pollution  and  safety  hazards  on  these  streets 
and  in  our  neighborhoods.   The  benefits  of  building  such  a  street 
are  enormous.   They  include: 

*  Increasing  property  values. 

*  Beautifying  the  area  with  a  greenbelt — extending  and 
protecting  Olmstead's  "Emerald  Necklace"  -  our  precious 
parks  system  through  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills.   This 
project  could  build  a  park  between  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
and  Franklin  Park. 
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*  Depressing  greenbelt  parkway  under  Boylston  Street,  Williams 
Street  and  other  streets  to  protect  our  school  children  and 
all  the  residents  when  crossing  the  new  parkway 

*  Making  local  businesses  more  accessible  and  thus  more  viable. 

*  Making  land  more  visible  and  thus  more  marketable. 

*  Improving  police  surveillance  in  and  surrounding  the  Corridor. 

*  Increasing  the  speed  of  police,  fire  and  ambulance  service 
throughout  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills,  most  importantly 
increased  safety  for  my  people. 

*  Reducing  the  number  of  other  trucks,  delivery  vehicles,  moving 
vans  and  other  service  vehicles  on  our  residential  streets. 

*  Improving  service  on  the  Arborway  line  by  cutting  down  con- 
gestion on  Centre  Street  and  South  Street. 

*  Making  homes  and  businesses  along  Washington  Street  more 
attractive  by  reducing  traffic  and  removing  the  elevated 
overhead  structure. 

*  And  transforming  Amory  Street  and  Lamartine  Street  into  local 
streets  for  neighborhood  residents  only. 

*  Providing  increased  overall  safety  for  our  children,  elderly, 

in  fact,  all  our  citizens. 
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Not  to  build  the  road,  however,  leaving  the  vacant  land 
available  for  massive  industrial  use,  massive  house  projects,  oil 
tank  farms  or  state  institutions  would  be  nothing  short  of  despicable, 
betraying  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  who  have  waited 
so  long  and  suffered  so  much  at  the  hands  of  their  government.  The 
government  has  made  a  contract  with  my  people  and  so  far  has  failed 
to  fulfill  it,  and  my  people  deserve  better. 

We  have  now  been  told  that  it  is  virtually  inevitable  that 
the  project  will  be  built  semi-depressed  rather  than  fully  depressed. 
While  I  personally  would  prefer  a  fully  depressed  line,  I  recognize 
the  limitations  of  economic  reality,  in  that  to  fully  depress  the 
line  would  mean  the  expenditure  of  nearly  600  million  dollars  of 
the  taxpayers  money  and  would  entail  numerous  delays  and  difficulties 
in  construction.  With  10,000  construction  jobs  at  stake  and  unemploy- 
ment as  high  as  it  is,  I  urge  that  this  long  awaited  project  be  gotten 
londerway  immediately  as  the  first  step  in  the  rebuilding  of  Jamaica 
Plain,  Forest  Hills  and  this  entire  area  of  Boston. 

Some  will  be  opposed  to  this  project,  some  for  honorable 
reasons.  There  exists  however,  a  small,  self-serving  minority. 
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whose  origins  are  from  outside  of  our  commumity,  vrho  have  a  vested 
interest  financial  and  political,  in  seeing  that  this  parkway  or  in 
fact  the  entire  project  is  not  built,  in  seeing  that  the  land  is  not 
used,  in  seeing  that  the  problems  of  our  community  are  not  solved. 
This  vocal  clique,  who  make  up  in  noise  what  they  lack  in  numbers, 
attempt  to  portray  themselves  as  representatives  of  the  people.   In 
that  they  are  guilty  of  the  most  arrogant  fraud.  I  urge  that  those 
in  positions  of  authority  in  the  state  and  in  the  federal  government 
to  listen  to  the  true  voice  of  the  people  -  that  of  the  homeowners 
and  life-long  residents  who  strongly  support  this  entire  project. 
The  slow  death  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  must  be  halted. 
We  must  once  again  have  a  community  as  safe  and  as  quiet  and  as 
pleasant  to  live  in  as  we  once  had.   I  have  one  interest,  that 
I  have  had  all  ray  life,  namely,  THE  BETTERMENT  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
AND  FOREST  HILLS. 


C  yjAMES  &w^RAVEN,  JR.  v3 
State  Representative 
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LEAGUE  OF  WOMEN  VOTERS  OF  BOSTON  STATEMENT 

PUBLIC  HEARING  HELD  ON  JULY  15,  1976 

MASS  TRANSIT  CONSTRUCTION  FROM  SOUTH  COVE  TO  FOREST  HILLS 

The  League  of  Women  Voters  of  Boston  strongly  urges  approval 

of  the  proposals  for  the  Southwest  Corridor,  provided  they  are  in  concert 

with  the  needs  of  the  residents  of:    South  Cove,   South  End,  Roxbury, 

Jamaica  Plain,  Forest  Hills,  Hyde  Park,  Roslindale  and  West  Roxbury. 

The  development  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  provides  the  City  of  Boston 
with  an  opportunity  to  economically,   socially,  and  environmentally  rebuild 
an  urban  core  section  of  the  City. 

Mass  Transit 


We  recommend  transit  facilities  be  constructed  which  will  include 
depressing  three  railroad,  as  well  as  two  rapid  transit  tracks.     If  construction 
can  be  done  from  both  an  engineering  and  economical  basis,  we  feel  the 
tracks  should  be  totally  depressed   --  either  via  tunneling  or  overhead  grating. 
If  this  is  not  possible,   we  opt  for  a  modified  depressed  accommodation. 

With  electrified  power  supply,  extreme  precautions  are  necessary 
along  the  track  right-of-way  to  protect  children,  animals  and  users  of  the 
transit  system.     Thus,  the  transit  corridor  should  be  made  environmentally 
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With  the  depression  of  transit  and  rail  facilities,   aesthetic  consideration 
can  then  be  given  to  noise  attenuation,   shrubbery  plantings,   safety  requirements, 
and  architectural  detailings;    thereby  considering  the    needs  of  abutters, 
the  handicapped  and  elderly,   users  and  workers  of  the  M.B.  T.A. 

We  suggest  that,  when  the  realignment  is  completed,   serious 
examination  of  transit  alternatives  be  considered  for  residents  of  the  South  End, 
Roxbury,  North  Dorchester  and  Mattapan. 

Back  Bay  Station 

Proposal  "C" 

The  Boston  League  recommends  the  use  of  buses  -  as  outlined  in 
Proposal  C  -  as  a  means  of  connecting  the  Back  Bay  Station  with  South  Station. 
This  appears  to  us  to  be  the  most  flexible  way  of  providing  commuter  service 
through  the  heart  of  the  City.     Bus  routes  could  be  scheduled  to  tie  into  major 
shopping  and  working  areas;    i.e.,   from  the  Prudential  Center,   the  Gardens 
and  Commons,   passing  Tremont -Washington  Streets,   into  the  financial  district, 
and  finally  to  South  Station.     Express  service  may  be  a  possibility  during  peak 
commuter  hours. 

Arterial  Street 


The  arterial  street  segment  from  Ruggles  Street  to  Jackson  Square 
proposed  in  the  plan  to  be  "three  lanes  in  each  direction  separated  by  a  raised 
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H        median"    should  be  constructed  to  provide  for  maximum  usage  for  all  residents 
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of  the  Corridor.     The  segment  from  Jackson  Square  to  P'orest  Hills  should  be 
built  with  a.  minimum  amount  of    eminent  domain  acquisitions,   and  with  such 
controls  as  to  keep  it  from  becoming  a  substitute  for  a  major  highway. 
The  opportunity  to  improve  the  flow  of  traffic  -as  well  as  provide  for  sidewalks, 
cross-walks,   signal  lights  at  intersections,   landscaping,  bikepaths  and  lighting    - 
is  essential.  . 

Green-Belt 


We  commend  the  use  of  green  belts  -  incorporating  bikeways  - 
extending  the  Olmsted  Park  System  out  through  Forest  Hills. 

Parking 

As  an  encouragement  for  commuters  to  use  mass  transit,   we  feel 
adequate  (but  not  imposing)  parking  facilities  be  constructed  at  Forest  Hills 
and  at  Ruggles  Street,   in  order  to  eliminate  the  use  of  residential  streets  as  a 
commuter  parking  domain.     A  marriage  of  the  automobile  with  mass  transit 
is  important.      A  policy  decision  not  to  increase  parking  demand  at  new  stations 
is  supported  by  the  League;    however,  the  League  stresses  the  importance  of 
suitable  transit  alternatives  for  commuting  purposes. 


continued  .  .  . 
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A  viable  and  balanced  transportation  system  within  the  Southwest 
Corridor  will  assist  the  industrial  and  comm.ercial  development,   thereby 
economically  helping  the  Corridor.     An  important  facet  is  the  need  to  incorporate 
workers  on  the  project  from  the  immediate  neighborhoods  in  concert  with 
union  regulations.     It  is  our  hope  that  unions  and  neighborhoods  can  get  together 
to  find  a  common  basis  for  agreement. 

A  prime  need  for  the  City's  tax  base  is  to  increase  job  potential 
wherever  possible.     The  Southwest  Corridor  development  could  be  such  a 
catalyst  to. provide  employment  opportunities  during  construction,   and  thereafter 
in  the  manufacturing  and  service  industries,   to  those  living  within  the  Corridor. 

The  League  of  Women  Voters  of  Boston  begai|n  its  study  of  the 
transportation  situation  in  1971,  and  has  been  actively  involved  through  the 
years  in  supporting  the  concept  of  a  balanced  transportation  plan     and 
neighborhood  participation  in  the  Southwest  Corridor.     Thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  present  this  statement. 


Barbara  Creedon  Beverly  Mitchell,   President 

Transportation  Chairperson  League  of  Women  Voters  of  Boston 


Ed  Croty 
Biltmore  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


My  house  is  within  100  yards  of  the  corridor.  I  have  hoped  for  and  worked  for  this 
project  for  nearly  7  years.  At  this  time  I  am  extremely  disappointed,  to 
the  point  of  outrage,  at  two  features  of  this  present  plan  that  seem  to  me 
betrayals  and  contradictions  of  the  project  which  was  promised  and  for  which 
I  worked.  One  of  these  faatures  is  the  "half-depression"  of  the  rail  lines 
which  without  any  question  should  rightfully  be  fully  depressed.  The 
second,  and  even  more  serious  breach-of-faith  (and  good  sense)  is  the  proposed 
"Arterial  Street"  which  poses  severe  environmental  consequences  to  my  neigh- 
borhood and  which  undermines  the  yery   purpose  of  mass  transit.  My  requests 
are: 

1.  full  depression  of  rails 

2.  no  arterial  street 


John  P.  Craven 

71  Eastland  Road 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  02130 

July  15,  1976 


Federal  Hearings  Officer 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  02130 

Dear  Sir: 

As  a  home  owner,  resident  and  one  who  is  active  in  various  church, 
civic  and  social  organizations  in  Jamaica  Plain,  I  strongly  urge  the  con- 
struction of  the  Arterial  Street  all  the  way  to  Forest  Hills. 

Without  this  street  our  neighborhood  wo\ild  be  swamped  with  heavy 
traffic  much  to  the  detriment  of  our  area.  This  same  heavy  traffic  would 
also  create  a  great  deal  of  danger  to  our  children.  To  those  people  who 
say  that  this  land  should  be  used  for  construction  of  industry  and  housing 
projects  one  only  has  to  look  at  the  vast  areas  of  vacant  land  in  Boston 
and  also  the  thousands  of  vacant  housing  units  to  know  that  this  would  be 
wrong. 

Again,  I  urge  you  along  with  my  neighbors  to  please  protect  our 
neighborhood  and  build  this  street. 

SincerelyTN 


/^L^^r^A^- 


n  P.  Craven 


MASSACHUSETTS  c/,,.,i,-HCJcr 

TRANSPORTATION  ^  ^ '^^^'^'^     ' 

AUTHORITY  f^'y^A^ft.     ^"' 

Board  o(  Directors 

45  High  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  021 10 

FOR  IMMEDIATE-  RELEASE  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  9,  197  6 


MBTA  ASKS  $313,418,498 
U.S.  AID  FOR  PROJECT 
IN  S0UTHV7EST  CORRIDOR 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
(MBTA)  today  authorized  the  filing  of  a  federal  aid  application  for  a 
$313,418,498  capital  grant  to  assist  in  constructing  rail  facilities,  botli 
rapid  transit  and  railroad,  in  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

The  Authority  proposes  to  relocate  about  4.7  miles  of  the  existing 
Orange  Line  from  just  south  of  Essex  Station,  through  a  now  South  Cove  Tunnel 
to  a  new  right-of-way  on  the  Authority-owned  railroad  main  line,  and  on  to 
Forest  Hills  where  a  new  station  would  be  built.   There  would  be  eight  otl'ior 
stations  on  the  new  rapid  ■  transit  line  -  at  South  Cove  (to  be  built  as  part 
of  the  separate  South  Cove  Tunnel  project),  at  Back  Bay,  Massachusetts  Avc-.-iue, 
Ruggles  Street,  Roxbury  Crossing,  Jcickson  Square,  Boylston  Street,  and  Grccni 
Street.   Three  of  these  stations  would  accommodate  intercity  passenger  trdin 
riders  and  all  would  have  facilities  to  assist  handicapped  persons  in  using 
public  transportation. 

The  Authority  proposes  to  replace  the  existing  four-track  railroad 
line  with  five  new  tracks,  three  railroad  and  tv.'o  rapid  transit,  occupying 
the  common  right-of-way.   At  Forest  Hills,  the  railroad  would  diverge  off 
to  the  Providence  Line  and  to  the  Necdham  Branch.   Under  a  separate  projccc, 
the  Authori.ty  proposes  to  maJce  improvements  to  the  Needham  Branch  by 
.installing  a  second  set  of  tracks.   At  some  fiifcure  date,  tb.e  Authority 
would  dete.rmine  whether  to  continue  Needham  Branch  commuter  service  or  to 
convert  the  line  to  an  extension  of  the  Orange  Line. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  Southwest  Project  is  $391, 773 ,, 123 . 
TliC  MBTA's  20  percent  local  share  of  $78,3  54,62  5  would  be  funded  under 
bonding  authorization  granted  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

A  public  hearing  on  the  federal  aid  application  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
June  22,  at  the  State  Diagnostic  Laboratory,  305  South  Street,  Jar.iaica  Plain. 
The  hours  for  the  hearing  are  1  to  5  p.m.  and  7  to  about  11  p.m. 

^       IF  YOU  ARE  UNABLE  TO  ATTEND  THE  HEARING,  PLEASE  WRITE  TO  :  ^ '-'^^^^^ 
MANAGER  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PROJECT  /3^       ^^f^^ 

MBTA  -^yAH-An-j/J-i^' 

5  00  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass  02130 


'^y/xo-y, 


\ ' 
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ALAN    PAUL    DANOVITCH 

1  ITH    NORFOLK   DISTRiCT 

94  ALBEMARLE    ROAD 

NORWOOD.   02062 

TEL.    762-S7I4 


DISTRJCT   OFFICE: 

38   GUILD    STREET 

NORWOOD.   02062 

TEL.    762-9052 

762-3677 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE  ON   RULES 

STATE    HOUSE.    BOSTON 


HUMAN   SERVICES 
AND    ELDERLY  AFFAIRS 


June  21,  1976 


Mr.  Frederick  P.  Salvuccl 

Secretary  of  Transportation 

Executive  Office  of  Transportation  &  Construction 

One  Ashburton  Place 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


RE:   four-track  railroad  mainline 
embankment  between  Back  Bay 
and  Hyde  Park 


Dear  Mr.  Salvuccl; 


I  wish  to  be  recorded  In  favor  of  the  arguments 
stated  In  a  letter  to  you  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of 
the  Town  of  Walpole  of  June  16,  1976  (see  enclosure). 

I  also  feel  that  your  proposal  Is  extremely  serious 
and  if  passed  would  be  a  great  disservice  to  many  com- 
munities using  the  rallllnes. 


With  kind  regards,  I  am 


APD: jmd 
Enclosure 


Sincerely, 

Alan   P.    Danovitch 
State   Representative 


RECEIVED 


1 1 M  9  0  iQ^r: 


OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
TRANS.  &  CONST. 
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BOSTON   PUBLIC   HOUSING   TENANTS   POLICY   COUNCIL^    INC. 

99   Bedford  Street 
Boston      MA       02111 


CITY-WIDE  ELDERLY  TASK  FORCE 


June    24,     197  6 


Mayor   Kevin  H.    White 

Boston    City  Hall 

1    City    Hall  Square 

Boston      MA  02201 

Dear   Mayor    White: 


The    City-Wide    Elderly    Task    Force    voted   at    its    last   meeting 
to    go    on    record   as    opposed    to    the    construction   of   the 
proposed  arterial    road    that   will    extend  from   Forest   Hills 
to    Jackson    Square. 


The    arterial    road   will    feed   cars    into    the    South    End. 
roads    in    the    South    End    are    already    overtaxed. 


The 


The    ar  Le/'ia  I    road   will    he    a    con:;  tant    danger    to    the    children 
of    the    community .       The    resul  tant    air    and   noise    pollution^ 
bisection    of    the    communi  ty    by    yet    another    highway    and    in- 
creased  number   of   cars    drawn    into    the    ai'ea    can    only    be 
de trim  en tal  . 

The    proponed,    highway    will    run    right    by    12b   Amory    Street^    an 
elderly  .building ,    housing    over    250    senior   and   handicapped 
residents .       The    residents    should   not    be    subjected    to    the 
foul    air   and   noise    that   accompanies    a    highway . 

If    the    new    highway    is    built y    approximately    26,000    additional 
can;    wil  I    he    enticed    int(.>     the    Jamaica    Pia.in-Sou  th    End    area. 
These    area;;    nf    thr    City    are    dense  ty    populated    by    Senior 
Citizens . 


TiiLKPHONE;      5i|2-0520 


Mayor   Kevin    H.    White  Page    2 

June    14,    1976 


In    the    affected   neighborhoods    over    1,000    elderly    residents 
live    in    developments   managed   by    the    Boston    Housing   Authority 
atone.      Due    to    impaired   health   and/or   age    the    elderly   are 
more    vulnerable    to    pulmonary    illnesses ,    oardio -vascular 
impairments ,    and  anxieties   which   are    excerbated  by    aarbon- 
monoxide    fumes    and   noise   pollution . 

The    City-Wide    Elderly    Task   Force    supports    the    efforts    of 
the   City    to   further  mass    transportation.      New   highway   construc- 
tion   can    only    weaken   mass    transit    usage. 

Sincerely , 


.<^.r^'i//  -c'^\./^>-/^^^7 


Lawrence    Denbow 

Chairman 

City-Wide    Elderly    Task    Force 


copies    to:       Governor   Michael    S.    Dukakis 

The    Commonwealth    of  Massachusetts 

Frederick   Salvucci 
Secretary    of   Transportation 

Robert    Kiley 
Chairman   MBTA 

Robert    Vey 

Boston   Redevelopment   Authority 

Anthony    Pangaro 

Southwest    Corridor    Coordinator 

Phi  I i p    Bradl ey 
SEP  AC 

Maureen    Shaffner 
Commission    on    the   Affairs 
of    the    Elderly 


^IPV^TTER   TO  RAIL   COMMUTERS    —    Jul\^^^_2Q7fi 

|he  big  Public   Hearing  which   will    afford   you   an   opportunity    to   reqistcr   vour 
protest  against  curtailpient   of   any   of    the    train   service   you   now  have   will      c 
held  at   the   State   Diagnostic    Laboratory,    305   Soutli   Street,    Jamaica   Plain    {nCr 
Forest  Hills   Station)    on   July   15    -    1   p.m.    to    5   P.M.    and    7   P.M      to   11    ?  M        ff 
you  cannot   attend,    but  would    like   your   opposition   to    this   depression   piaA   that 
jeopardizes   commuter   rail    service  made   a  matter   of   public   record   a    short  written 
statement  prepared   by   you   can   be   read   by   someone  who  will   be    there        Plca-o   siqn 
your  name  and   address   and    leave   at   Information   Desk   at    the   South   Station   or   the 
Back  Bay  Station. 


July  9,  1976 

Sirs: 

May  I  go  on  record  as  opposed  to  the  "Depression  Plan" 
or  anything  that  will  jeopardize  rail  service   ,  as  it  new 
stands. 

Respectfully, 


Jos.  F.  Dineen 
9  Winter  Terracpfe, 
Westwood,  Mass. , 


» 


617-3Z3-2Z41 


Robert  E.  Dickinson 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

ID   SPRING   VALLEY   RDAD 
WEST   RDXBURY,    MASS.    D2132 


June  18,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

The  Connnonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Executive  Department 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02130 


Dear  Tony: 

Re:   Capital  Grant  Application  -  South  Cove  -  Forest  Hills 

As  a  resident  of  West  Roxbury,  and  a  member  of  the  Transportation 
Committee  of  the  West  Roxbury  Advisory  Council,  I  am  writing  to  express  my 
strong,  personal  support  for  the  Orange  Line  relocation  project  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  arterial  street  from  Forest  Hills  to  the  Southeast  Expressway. 

Unfortunately,  I  will  be  in  Colorado  on  Jxme  twenty-second,  but  I  hope 
my  letter  could  be  read  into  the  record  at  the  Hearing. 

The  present  elevated  railroad  embankment  slices  the  heart  of  the  area 
making  cross  travel  difficult.   The  new  semi-depressed  lines  and  arterial  street 
would  join  the  divided  area  and  allow  much  better  and  easier  travel  in  the  area. 
This  reduction  of  confusion  will  stimulate  local  residents  and  businesses  to 
improve  their  property. 

The  new  project  will  also  allow  the  ugly  elevated  structure  to  fall, 
bringing  light  and  hope  to  the  Washington  Street  area. 

For  us  in  West  Roxbury,  we  see  it  as  the  first  major  improvement  in 
our  ability  to  get  tb  town  since  the  Jamaica  Way  and  Veterans  Parkway. 

Since  the  strengtb  of  our  economy  is  dependent  upon  its  transportation 
system,  we  see  this  as  a  first  step  toward  new  life,  hope  and  growth  for  the  area 
serviced  by  the  Orange  Line  to  Forest  Hills. 

As  a  citizen,  taxpayer,  and  one  long  involved  in  community  affairs,  may 
I  urge  Urban  Mass  Transit  Authority  grant  the  Capital  Gran^.iApplication  and  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Transportation  move  forward  ra^dly  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  arterial  street  from  Forest  Hills  to  the  Southeast  Expressway. 


Sincerely  yours,  RECETVEC) 


ROBERT  E.  DICKINSON 


Copy  to  Secretary  of  Transportation 
Transportation  Committee, 
West  Roxbury  Advisory  Council 
The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 


JUN  ^0  1976 

SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
DEVELOPMENT  COORDINATOR 


0  j  c  /.  i-  /C.    c.  /   A  ce  c<^.€c.  /y 


July  13,  1976 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

After  I  graduated  from  law  school,  my  wife  and  I  moved  from  Boston 
to  Walpole.   In  selecting  this  location  for  our  home,  considerable 
emphasis  was  placed  upon  transit  facilities  because  we  believed 
it  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  public  and  ourselves  not  to 
drive  automobiles  into  the  city  each  day.   At  the  time  we  decided 
to  live  in  Walpole,  we  were  greatly  influenced  by  the  availability 
of  rail  and  bus  service  to  the  Back  Bay  area;  these  included  a 
fairly  reliable  Penn  Central  and  a  very  comfortable  Bonanza  Bus 
Company.   I  often  boasted  of  these  features  when  describing  my 
home,  its  location  and  its  benefits.   Since  that  time,  Mr.  Sage, 
the  owner  of  Bonanza,  has  had  his  rights  and  responsibility  for 
his  Providence/Boston  local  run  transferred  to  the  ABC  line,  which 
along  with  being  far  inferior  to  Bonanza  has  subsequently  raised 
its  fares  and  reduced  its  service  along  this  route.   So  I  can 
readily  identify  with  the  residents  along  the  Needham  line  and 
sympathize  with  them  in  their  struggle  to  avoid  any  impairment 
of  their  present  rail  service.   I  also  have  a  oersonal  interest 
in  that  line  since  it  is  used  frequently  by  my  wife  and  myself 
for  traveling  between  Back  Bay  area  and  my  family  in  West  Roxbury. 

Unfortunately,  this  controversy  presents  me  with  a  dilemma.   Being 
a  conservationist  at  heart,  and  concerned  for  the  environment, 
most  anything  proposed  in  the  name  of  "mass  transoortation"  instinc- 
tively wins  ray  personal  seal  of  aporoval.   True,  that  seal  of 
approval  and  the  "correct  change"  can  get  you  a  ride  on  the  MBTA 
(should  you  have  the  desire  and  the  courage) ,  but  that  seal  could 
also  get  a  vote  and  additional  support  for  any  elected  official 
who  merits  it. 

It  is  the  spectre  of  MBTA  service  and  expense  that  causes  my 
dilemma.   Sure,  I  want  improved  mass  transportation,  but  not  at 
the  cost  in  dollars  and  emotions  of  having  the  MBTA  replace  the 
present  system.   Having  been  a  26-year  resident  of  Boston,  more 
particularly  Jamaica  Plain  and  the  Back  Bay,  I  was  a  frequent  user 
of  the  Arborway,   Dudley  Street  Station  and  Forest  Hills/Everett 
Lines,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  most  every  other  MBTA  bus  and 
rail  lines.   Having  experienced  that  system  and  its  performance, 
I  must  side  with  retention  of  existing  commuter  rail  service, 
rather  than  place  any  hope  in  the  rarely  fulfilled  proposals  of 
the  MBTA. 


-2- 


My  choice  is  not  based  upon  a  love  of  the  present  rail  system, 
because  by  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  is  it  a  joy  to  use. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  dilapidated  and  unpleasant  to  use. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  relatively  faithful  and  the  service  is 
courteous.   So,  my  choice  is  based  upon  selecting  the  lesser  of 
two  poor  options.   True,  the  existing  commuter  rail  service  is 
in  dire  need  of  improvement  but  I  would  not  vote  for  any  improve- 
ment if  the  MBTA  is  to  deliver  it.   As  mentioned  earlier,  I  have 
lived  with  the  MBTA  (formerly  the  MTA) .   The  label  changed  but 
the  service  did  not.   Except  for  a  few  bright  spots,  the  facilities 
are  poor,  the  operation  is  expensive  and  courteous  service  is  non- 
existent. 

Please  allow  me  to  raise  another  question  for  you  to  ponder  on 
cost  considerations.   Although  I  am  not  versed  in  marketing 
research,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  sufficient  interest  along 
the  Needham  line  to  support,  financially,  the  additional  burden  on 
the  perennially  defecit  ridden  MBTA.   I  would  want  convincing, 
reliable,  and  trustworthy  data  to  the  contrary,  before  I  would 
even  begin  considering  conventional  MBTA  service. 

I  realize  that  this  is  not  a  forum  in  which  to  seek  redress  or 
correction  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  MBTA.   I  merely  cite  a 
few  of  these  horrors  as  reasons  for  avoiding  substitution  of 
conventional  MBTA  rapid  transit  service  for  the  present  commuter 
rail  system. 

Very  truly  yours. 


<^to     ^ ^  0"O^Wy^.- 

J6rfies  A.    Doogan  (j 

1?9  Bullard  Street 

Walpole,  Massachusetts    02081 


JADrmjo 
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Central  Improvement  Association.  Inc. 

120-122   Chestnut  Avenue 
Boston.   Massaohxtsetts  02130 

DIHKCTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  ASSISTANTS 

LEO    K.   DOWNEY  ELLEN    SMALL 

AUDREY    ANAGNOS 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor 

Development  Coordinator 

8  Asticou  Road  '•  ;   / 

Boston,  Mass.  02130  'N'' 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro; 

We,  of  the  Central  Improvement  Assoc, 
Inc.  would  very  much  like  to  see  the  pro- 
posed.four  lane  arterial  street  continue 
on  from  Jackson  "Square  to  Forest  Hills. 
This  street  in  our  opinion  would  relieve 
the  heavy  congestion  of  traffic  that  now 
travels  through  Centre,  Lamartine,  Amory 
and  Washington  Streets.   Also,  the  arte- 
rial street  would  reduce  the  hazards  to 
children  that  now  have  to  cross  the  above 
mentioned  streets. 


Leo  K.  Downex=,- 
Pres  i  den t 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  SAFE  STREETS  COMMITTEE 


C.   JOSEPH    DOYLE.   CHAIRMAN 
ATTY  JOHN   J.    LAWLESS,   COUNSEL 


175  SCHOOL  STREET 
JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MASSACHUSETTS  02130 


June  15,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Ma 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro; 

At  a  time  when  the  greatest  public  works  and  transportation 

project  in  the  history  of  our  community  is  being  contemplated, 

involving  the  expenditures  of  millions  of  dollars  of  the  taxpayers 

money,  and  entailing  consequences  that  will  affect  the  future 

of  Jamaica  Plain  for  decades  to  come ,  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain 

deserve  and  are  entitled  to  a  final  product  that  will  cause  the  least 

disruption  to  their  daily  lives,  guarantee  maximum  safety  for 

themselves  and  their  families,  provide  the  best  public  transportation 

available,  protect  the  value  of  their  homes,  maintain  the  character 

of  their  neighborhoods,  and  improve  the  quality  of  the  urban  environment, 

Our  organization,  whose  extensive  membership  comprises  representatives 
from  all  areas  of  Jamaica  Plain,  firmly  believes  that  these  goals  can 
be  accomplished  only  by  rapidly  proceeding  with  the  construction  of 
a  depressed  rail/transit  facility  with  a  four-lane  arterial  street 
extending  as  far  as  Forest  Hills.   The  advantages  of  such  a  project, 
in  reducing  vehicular  traffic  on  our  local  streets,  upgrading  public 
transit,  increasing  public  safety,  improving  the  economic  conditions 
of  our  community,  and  in  protecting  our  neighborhoods  from  the 
disruptive  and  unwholesome  intrusion  of  major  industrial  development, 
are  both  numerous  and  apparent. 

The  Jamaica  Plain  Safe  Streets  Committee  strongly  supports  the 
proposed  rail/transit  facility  including  the  arterial  to  Forest  Hills, 
as  a  necessity  for  Jamaica  Plain,  so  that  the  peop  e  of  our  community 
may  enjoy  a  safe  and  attractive  environment  in  which  to  live. 

Sincerely  yours, 


"^  ■^^^LSL.hJ-i 


C  Joseph  Doyle 
Chairman 


Sir: 

My  name  is  iijC M DlZ_ )  (f'"/''VO  •  ^  have  been  authorized  to 
speak  at  this  Hearing  for  Kathleen  E.  Driscoll  who  is  an  attorney. 
I  shall  read  her  statement  which  she  wishes  to  be  made  a  matter  of 
public  record. 

TO  THE  OFFICIALS  PRESIDING  AT  THE  MBTA  AND  MDPW  PUBLIC  HEARING 
ON  THE  CAPITAL  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  RELOCATING  THE  ORANGE  LINE. 

Sir:    I  was  a  regular  daily  commuter  on  the  Worcester  to  Boston 
Penn  Central  train  until  it  was  discontinued  in  October  of  1975  by  order 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.   Thus  ended  all  commuter  train 
service  between  Worcester  and  Boston  -  the  Penn  Central's  goal  for 
many  years . 

When  I  first  began  commuting  in  1966,  we  had  two  trains  going  to  Boston 
daily.   After  a  couple  of  years,  one  train  was  dropped,  leaving  us  with 
just  the  remaining  one.   Then  began  a  concerted  and  determined  effort 
by  Penn  Central  to  eliminate  the  last  train  and  rid  itself  of  passenger 
service. 

During  the  next  few  years  until  it  finally  convinced  the  ICC  to  cancel 
the  remaining  train,  Penn  Central  did  succeed  in  driving  away  a  sizable 
proportion  of  the  coimmuters  by  means  of  the  abominable  service  it 
offered  on  this  one  train,  for  example  an  unspeakable  railroad  station 
in  Worcester,  a  filthy  dirty  train,  frequent  breakdowns  on  worn-oat 
equipment,  regular  late  arrivals  back  in  Worcester  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
no  air-conditioning  in  the  summer  and  inadequate  or  no  heat  in  the  winter, 
and  on  and  on. 

In  spite  of  these  tactics,  however,  a  faithful  corps  of  twelve  of  us 
held  out  until  the  train  was  cancelled,  preferring  the  train  as  bad  as 
it  was  to  busses  or  automobiles. 

I  urge  you  not  to  allow  your  train  to  be  eliminated  as  ours  was  for  I 

firmly  believe  that  of  all  the  forms  of  transportaion,  trains  can  be 

the  most  efficient,  the  cleanest,  the  most  comfortable  and  by  far  least 
damaging  to  the  air,  the  land  and  its  resources. 


/.A      /  l~J^'      Kathleen  E.  Driscoll 
M^t^/f/-"^--^-  118  Vernon  Street 


118  Vernon  Street 
Worcester,  Mass.  01610 


Jan  Dubinsky 
24  Kenton  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


No  one  chooses  to  bicycle  on  the  Jamaica  Way  or  on  or  adjacent  to  Route  9. 
How  can  a  bicycle  path  be  built  alongside  a  36,000  car  a  day  road? 


Linda  Duhms 

13  Mt.  Vernon  Ave 

Bill  erica,  MA  01821 


I  support  the  Jamaica  Pond  Association  proposal  for  a  new  Greenbelt 
Parkway.  Let's  help  rebuild  Jamaica  Plain  the  right  way. 


I  support  the  proposed  new  MBTA  Orange  Line. 


FELIX  EMSE  JR. 
158  COPELAND  DRIVE 
MANSFIELD,  MASS. 
02048 


/N  MP    OtfT    OF   T^i0    CtTfF^  . 

OF  TH^  ct^Y  4ub  r/^  -r^AcM^ 


MR3.    THEODOrtE  J.    FanDEL 
SIX   ALDWORTH    STREET 

JAMAICA    PLAIN 
MASSACHUSETTS      02t30 
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Chester  G.  Fenton 
6  Biltmore  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  am  a  homeowner  in  the  area  imparted  by  the  proposed  Orange  Line  relocation 
and  arterial  street.  I  strongly  support  the  relocation  contingent,  however 
on  full  depression.  I  strongly  oppose  the  arterial  street.  This  road  will 
negatively  impact  on  mass  transit  ridership,  increase  local  auto  usage  of 
Jamaica  Plain  Streets,  increase  pollution  levels  and  generally  result  in 
a  deteriation  of  the  quality  of  life  in  Jamaica  Plain. 


foLc 


Charles  E.  Foley,  D.  M.  D. 

\2e  wydmino  Avenue 

Needham,    Mass.     02193 

TEL.  444-aai 3 


May  30,    1976, 

My  Dear  Mr.  Pangora, 

1  am  writing  to  you  concoxmiJilg  the  Notice  of  Combined  pub- 
lic Hearings  concerning  the  Extension  of  the  Orange  Line  • 
This  notice  eppeared  in  the  May  27,1976  Issue  of  the  Need- 
ham  ^Mass.^Timeso" 

The  people  of  Needham^Roslindale  and  West  Roibury  are 
appareatJy  satisfied  with  the  excellent  cooperation  by  the 
Service  provided  by  the  Penn  Central  or  is  it  now  Conrail? 

There  also  exists  a  railroad  right  Of  way  through  Cafflbridge 
and  Arlington  to  the  town  of  Bedford  over  the  tracks  of 
the  B&  MJi.R.  Norwood  and  Walpole  are  well  served  by  the  R.R. 
at  presents 

1  am  all  in  favour  of  Public  Transportation.  1  have  used  it 
for  aany  yeersjyly  plan  is  $9  Improve  what  already  exists. 
Why  tear  up  the  towms  of  Arlington, Lexington  and  Bedford 
when  Service  is  already  potentially  there. 

I  Improve  the  existing  lines, feed  them  by  bus  and  spend  the 
millions  on  cleaning  up  the  City  Areas,  What  the  people  need 
is  Jobs,  They  will  work  if  given  a  chance. 

Thank  you  for  listening  to  my  suggestion  but  why  duplication 
of  an  existing  ,  well  managed , courteous  Service  ? 


Most  respectfully  vourg,   ^ 

Charles  E.  Foley,  D.M.D.  ;A.AUL 
2  copies 
1  Mr.  Pangora 
1  File, 
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42  Hillshire  Lane 
Norwood,  Massachusetts 
July  13,  1976 


To:    Public  Hearing 
July  15,  1976 


I  uso  the  Penn  Central  Railroad  daily  to  commute  to  my  job  in  Boston 
and  I  am  very  definitely  opposed  to  any  plan  that  jeopardizes  commuter 
rail  service. 


to     Mfii'^      /^  '76 


Ait 3 S 16^     HILL     I^L^nynNc.  CoMmi%  s/6v\. 
To   'K'L    So\iV^vjetT  Conn.\\:>6n.   U*xq  ptutUfMtwr 

Co/^LiTio^.  X    S  vff'orCT   ALL  oF  TKt. 

CPPoftT  M^nc    flu   j^i,      S.  U.C.C. 

I     II  I  ml 

/^IC4      PUl^      A^O      ^    l/^v^t<,     //y   l^o)lBuJlL 
ijllL      fleccA^i     ^     focus    pd/NT  fo/l    7^£. 
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Rif^nt iiyiT/^Ti VI o    To  l^i      S yjc C  , 


League  of  Women  Voters 

NEEDHAM 


i'^^ 


of  Needham 

MASSACHUSETTS 


July  15,   1976 

TSSTIMONY  IN  SUFFORT  0?  POIiEST  HILLS-SOUTH  COVE  PHOJ^CT,  A3  PA-HT  0?  SOUTH  JEST 
COHRIDOH  DEVELOFMSWT,  by  Jean  Pox,  Prssident,  League  of  Women  Voters  of  N-:edhajn 


The  League  of  i^romen  Voters  of  Needham,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lea.:^'ie  of 
iifomen  Voters  of  Massachussetts,  supports  a  state  wide  public  transportation  system, 
accessible  to  all,  that  provides  access  to  jobs,  housing  and  services  vrniie  creating 
minimum  disruption  of  the  environment.   Specifically,  the  Ileedham  Lea-,-ue  of  iomen 
Voters  supports  the  forest  Hills-South  Cove  project.  Combining  the  railroad  and 
rapid-transit  tracks  in  a  depressed  right-of-way  provides  the  opportunity  for 
both  improved  regional  transportation  suid  for  improved  air  quality  and  noise  abatemont 
in  the  immediate  axea  of  Forest  Hills.  Our  support  is  contingent  upon  satisfactory 
engineering  solutions  to  such  problems  as  may  be  encountered.  Me   applaud  the 
project's  goals  of  providing  increased  railroad  and  transit  service  to  the 
metropolitan  area,  while  protecting  the  local  community  environment. 
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Clark  Frazer 
SEPAC/SECOT 


SECOT  Position  for  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Public  Hearing  -  July  15,  1976 


The  South  End  Committee  on  Transportation  supports  the  relocation  of  the 
Orange  Line  (from  the  Washington  Street  Elevated  )  to  the  alignment  pro- 
posed in  the  Capital  Grant  with  a  full  cover  in  the  South  End  from  the 
portal  to  Massachusetts  Avenue  station.  The  Washington  Street  light 
rail  replacement  service  to  Dudley  must  be  fully  funded  and  under  con- 
struction prior  to  termination  of  elevated  service. 


The  SECOT  supports  construction  of  an  arterial  street  between  Ruggles 
Street  and  Jackson  Square  which  does  not  exceed  six  traffic  lanes,  is 
consistent  with  local  needs,  and  which  is  designed  to  give  priority  to 
pedestrian  and  transit  movements  to  and  from  the  transit  stations  and 
along  the  corridor. 

The  street  designs  proposed  in  the  EIA  are  more  suitable  for  high 
speed  through  traffic  than  local  traffic,  are  grossly  out  of  scale  with 
their  surroundings,  offer  severe  barriers  to  pedestrian  and  bicycle  move- 
ments and  do  not  give  priority  to  transit  access  at  stations.  Therefore, 
the  street  designs  must  be  completely  revised;  "free  right  turns"  must  be 
eliminated,  intersections  must  be  made  smaller,  pedestrian  routes  must 
be  straightened,  loops  at  stations  must  be  eliminated,  exclusive  transit 
right-of-way  must  be  provided  where  transit  priority  is  required  to  pro- 
duce a  favorable  modal  split  and  to  minimize  operational  costs.  The 
proposed  station  designs  will  in  general  produce  excessive  traffic  impacts 
unless  redesigned.  Although  the  stations  as  drawn  appear  to  give  priority 
to  automobile  access  over  transit  and  pedestrian  access,  projected  usage 
states  that  transit  access  and  pedestrian  access  exceeds  automobile  access 
at  all  proposed  stations.  Therefore,  the  stations  must  be  redesigned 
(during  the  engineering  design  phase)  with  priorities  of  access  given  to 
pedestrians  and  transit.  Station  designs  based  on  modern  prototypes 
developed  for  new  rapid  transit  systems  to  automobile-dominated  suburbs 
are  unsuitable  in  design  and  scale  for  medium  or  high  density  urban  areas 
(where  predominant  travel  patterns  must  remain  transit  and  pedestrian- 
oriented  to  preserve  the  community).  Parking  at  most  Orange  Line  stations 
will  only  serve  to  increase  traffic  on  local  residential  streets  and  will 
not  serve  the  community  in  any  constructive  way. 


The  South  End  Committee  on  Transportation  is  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  the  arterial  street  south  of  Jackson  Square  to  Forest  Hills.  Additional 
automobile  traffic  generated  by  that  facility  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  aims  and  goals  of  the  transit  project  and  with  various  South  End  and 
other  street  reconstruction  projects.  The  additional  traffic  would  be  a 


disbenefit  to  all  other  traffic  existing  in  the  corridor  and  would  have 
a  large  marginal  negative  impact  on  existing  streets  to  the  north  and 
south.  "Adequate"  traffic  capacity  would  have  unacceptable  impacts  on 
adjacent  residential  and  local  commercial  roads  and  residential  side 
streets,  and  would  encourage  the  growth  of  undesirable  truck  traffic. 
Automobile-oriented  strip  development  and  encourage  the  blighting 
disuse  of  urban  land  for  parking  rather  than  viable  development. 

The  Back  Bay  station  development  must  take  into  account  the  prox- 
imity of  a  regional  transportation  facility  to  a  high  density  urban 
residential,  and  commercial,  historic  district.  Parking  impacts  can  be 
eliminated  by  conversion  of  existing  recently  constructed  commuter 
facilites  to  Amtrak  parking  and  the  replacement  of  older  parking  struc- 
tures and  blighting  open  lots  with  residential  and  commercial  development 
to  buffer  the  station  from  the  neighborhood,  provide  local  and  regional 
services  and  employment  and  to  improve  the  visual  quality  of  the  area. 

Parking  must  be  provided  for  Amtrak  because  of  the  inevitability  of 
use  of  local  streets  otherwise.  Amtrak  users  from  the  west  (via  Mass. 
Turnpike)  could  save  as  much  as  ten  minutes  by  driving  to  and  boarding 
at  Back  Bay  station.  Thus  the  intention  to  divert  parking  to  South 
Station  will  in  part  fail.  The  street  designs  at  Back  Bay  station  must 
provide  for  better  pedestrian  continuity  from  South  End  to  Back  Bay 
(Dartmouth,  Clarendon  and  Columbus,  Berkeley  St),  better  access  to 
Back  Bay  station  from  Copley,  Clarendon  St,  South  End  and  to  the 
Prudential  Center  (where  no  access  exists  now)  conflicts  between  station 
users  and  other  traffic  must  not  force  traffic  into  the  South  End. 

Commuter  rail  service  must  be  discontinued  along  the  Corridor  during 
construction  to  avoid  expensive  construction  delays.  Resumption  of 
commuter  rail  service  beyond  Route  128  to  Needham  appears  to  be  economically 
unjustified  since  less  acceptable  but  more  frequent  bus  service  on  an 
existing  unjustifiable  facility  (the  Massachusetts  Turnpike)  with  equal  running 
times  can  be  supplied  at  substantially  lower  cost.  Commuter  rail  service 
using  the  main  line  to  Providence  should  be  electric  as  soon  as  Amtrak 
electrifies.  The  Stoughton  branch  should  be  electrified  or  be  a  RDC  shuttle. 
Amtrak  and  local  service  should  be  coordinated  and  joint  tickets  sold. 
The  Franklin  branch  service  can  remain  self  propelled  rail  cars  until  or 
unless  large  service  increases  required.  Ventilation  shafts  for  diesels 
are  much  more  difficult  to  accoustically  baffle  that  WAMTA  or  BART  which 
are  electrified  rapid  transit  rather  than  diesel  powered  railroads. 

Bus  service  details  will  have  to  be  considered  in  greater  depth  prior 
to  opening  the  relocated  Orange  Line  because  some  of  the  assumed  services 
do  not  appear  to  be  viable,  crosstown  needs  must  be  studied  in  detail. 

Construction  phasing  needs  to  be  examined  in  more  detail.  It  will  not 
be  possible  to  block  pedestrian  access  traffic  as  proposed  in  the  South 
End  or  to  block  Mass.  Ave. 


Endand 
Xife 


NEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  ,     501   BOYLSTON  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02117        617  •  266-3700 


JAMES  A.   GALLAHER 
Director   -  Public  Affairs 


July  20,  1976 


Mr .  Anthony  Pangaro 
Development  Coordinator 
Southwest  Corridor 
8  Asticou  Road 
Boston,  Mass.   02130 

Dear  Tony: 

I  was  pleased  to  learn  recently  that  the  Greater  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  come  out  in  support  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor  Development  Plan,  as  discussed  at  the  Chamber's 
Urban  Affairs  Group  and  Transportation  Committee  meetings. 

New  England  Life  joins  the  Chamber  with  our  endorsement  of 
the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  as  we  believe  it  will  sub- 
stantially improve  commuter  rail  and  mass  transit  service 
in  Greater  Boston  and  will  bring  needed  jobs  to  our  area. 
We  recognize,  however,  that  during  the  construction  phases 
of  the  project  some  commuters  may  be  inconvenienced.   For 
this  reason,  we  plan  to  cooperate  fully  with  the  MBTA  and 
appropriate  city  and  state  agencies  to  help  ensure  the 
continuation  of  adequate  and  reasonable  transportation  for 
our  associates  who  are  affected  by  the  Plan's  implementation 

May  I  extend  our  best  wishes  for  the  continued  success  of 
your  efforts  on  behalf  of  improved  transportation  in  Greater 
Boston . 


Sincere, 


J  ame;S  ,  A  .  Ga  1  le.  her 
JAG : vnp 
cc:   Mr .  MacKay 


Mrs.  William  B.  Gately 
SIX  aldworth  street 

JAMAICA    plain 
MASSACHUSETTS      02130 
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Richard  H.  Giandomenico 


I,  Richard  H.  Giandomenico,  owner  of  Kilgarriffs  Cafe,  131  Green  St, 
Jamaica  Plain,  am  heavily  enfavored  to  all  plans  related  to  the  new  Southwest 
Corridor  project.  However,  I  do  see  a  few  problems  that  does  come  to  my 
direct  attention  of  my  existing  business.  First,  under  the  moderately 
depressed  plans,  the  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  tracks  provides  a  problem 
where  in  turn  the  new  road  coming  over  the  tracks  will  be  coming  down  at  an 
complete  indifferent  inconvenient  engineering  plans  in  front  of  my  building. 
I  will  draw  a  small  picture  to  show  you  my  problem  and  interruption  of 
business  that  will  be  involved. 


The  new  bridge  and  street  will  not  come  to  the  existing  street  level  when  it 
comes  down  in  front  of  my  building.  I  have  talked  to  Mr.  Pangaro  about  this 
and  I  am  making  the  engineers  aware  of  my  problem. 

One  other  way  to  eliminate  this  is  to  lower  the  tracks  more  under  the  plans  you 
now  have  and  in  that  way  the  street  would  be  (in)  a  level  position  as  it  now 
is. 

I  know  there  is  a  width  problem  at  this  location. 

I  would  appreciate  in  the  future,  before  anything  else  is  done,  that  we  do 
meet  and  we  do  clear  up  any  problems  of  interruption  of  business  and 
inconvenience  are  cleared  up  to  make  me  assured  of  a  future  for  my  business. 


e'l 


Fhances  T.  Gill 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

73   WHITCOMB   AVENUE 
JAMAICA   PLAIN.    MASSACHUSETTS  02130 

TEL.     (617)    522-2228 


June  21,    1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangeiro,  Coordinator 

MBTA  500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 

Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  to  be  on  record  as  Ising  in  favor 
of  building  the  Parkway  up  to  Forest  Hills. 

The  traffic  patterns  in  Jamaica  Plain  are  presently 
impossible  with  an  excess  number  of  vehicles  using  streets  like 
Centre  Street,  Washington,  the  Jamaicaway,  etc.   Centre  Street 
is  especially  chaotic  with  delays  caused  by  and  to  streetcar 
traffic.  The  condition  will  be  considerably  v/orsened  if  the 
Parkway  is  stopped  at  Jackson  Square  with  a  consequent  dumping 
of  traffic  on  our  local  streets. 

The  Greenbelt  to  Forest  Hills  will  make  our  streets 
what  they  were  intended  to  be  -  local  streets.   Property  will 
be  upgraded.   Streets  will  be  safer.   If  the  area  from  Jackson 
Square  to  Forest  Hills  is  used  for  industrial,  commercial  and 
residential  purposes,  this  will  further  increase  vehicular 
traffic  generated  by  this  type  of  land  use. 

I,  therefore,  strongly  urge  this  commission  to 
render  a  decision  in  favor  of  extending  the  Parkway  to  Forest 
Hills. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Frances  T.  Gill 
FTG;s 


TESTIMONY  OF  MARVIN  E,  GILMORE,  JR. 
GENERAL  MANAGER 
COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION  OF  BOSTON,  INC, 
25  RUGGLES  STREET 
ROXBURY,  MASSACHUSETTS  02119 


Southwest  Corridor  Environmental  Impact  Analysis 

for  the  Proposed  Relocated  Orange  Line 

and  Arterial  Street 


MBTA  -  DPW  Joint  Public  Hearing 
July  16,  1976 


COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION  OF  BOSTON,  INC. 

25  Ruggles  Street 

Roxbury,  Massachusetts  02119 


THE  COMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  DEVELOPMENT  COORDINATOR 


The  Conmunlty  Development  Corporation  of  Boston,  first,  would 
like  to  thank  the  Public,  Private  and  Canmunity  Organizations  involved 
in  the  Southwest  Corridor,  for  an  opportunity  to  express  our  viewpoint . 

The  Community  Development  Corporation  is  a  non-profit  industrial 
development  organization  serving  the  Southwest  Corridor,  particularly  in 
the  Roxbury  Community.  In  an  effort  to  combat  the  current  and  severe 
unemployment  in  Roxbury  (16.7^),  CDC  is  developing  an  urban  industrial 
park  (30  acres)  at  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  the  proposed  Arterial  Street. 
This  new  CrossTown  Industrial  Park  will  provide  permanent  jobs,  re-use 
what  is  now  vacant  and  underutilized  land  and  strengthen  Roxbury 's 
industrial  base.  , 

CDC  is  seeking  to  attract  both  minority  and  major  firms  that 
will  employ  local  minority  workers.  Other  jobs  in  the  Corridor  should 
be  guaranteed  by  set-aside  minority  contracts  for  the  minority  workers 
and  contractors c 


CDC's  industrial  park  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor  re-use  plan,  and  CDC  totally  supports  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Project  and  Its  anticipated  results  -  temporary  and  permanent  jobs, 
aesthetic  inprovement  of  the  entire  area  and  new  transportation  facilities, 
that  will  provide  easier  access  and  mobility  for  our  communities  and 
businesses . 

CDC  as  a  mariber  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  Is  encouraged 
by  the  Coalition's  efforts  to  assist  the  State  and  City  in  developing  a 
Project  that  can  offer  maximum  benefits  to  the  surrounding  communities. 
These  joint  efforts  of  government  and  community  groups  should  be  continued 
to  ensure  a  development  plan  that  will  harmoniously  serve  the  social, 
economic  and  environmental  objectives  of  all  these  parties.  A  new  "Memorandum 
of  Understanding",  directed  at  the  upcoming  stages  of  final  design  and  con- 
stmictlon,  would  guarantee  that  this  cooperation  continues. 

CDC  supports  this  continued  cooperation  to  resolve  the  remaining 
issues  of  design  and  implementation  for  the  transit  improvements  and 
development  projects.  CDC  will  work  with  the  Coalition  and  the  State's 
Coordinator  to  achieve  designs  that  will  both,  protect  the  integrity  of  each 
community  and  not  cause  delays  in  funding  or  conplete  abandonment  of  development 
projects. 

Thusfar  cooperative  planning  for  the  Corridor  has  been  effective. 
CDC  looks  forward  to  making  the  Southwest  Corridor  plan  a  reality. 


spectfully  SHbmi 

fvin  E.    Gilmore,Jr. 
Ju/Ly  16,   1976      ^ 


Crosslown  Industrial  Park 


BOSTON'S  NEW  CROSSTOWN  INDUSTRIAL  PARK,  AVAILABLE  FOR  OCCUPANCY  IN  1977 


BOSTON'S  NEW  CROSSTOWN  IN- 
DUSTRIAL PARK  offers  the  most 
convenient  and  personally  tailored 
industrial  development  in  New 
England. 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION  will  be  de- 
signed to  suit  the  needs  of  your  com- 
pany. 

LOCATION  in  the  Market-Place  of 
New  England  gives  your  company 
proximity  to  downtown  Boston, 
Logan  Airport  and  the  Harbor. 

ACCESS  to  the  Southeast  Express- 
way facilitates  automobile  and  truck 
traffic. 

^ASS  TRANSIT,  through  the  MBTA 
l^ystem,  provides  convenient  access 
for  an  extensive  labor  force. 


MANPOWER  Placement  and  Train- 
ing is  available  through  the  City  of 
Boston  to  begin  or  supplement  your 
labor  force. 


Distribution,  Light  Manufacturing  or 
Commercial  Space  is  available  for 
your  large  or  small  business. 


The  CrossTown  Industrial  Park  is 
being  developed  in  association  with 
the  Economic  Development  and  In- 
dustrial Corporation  of  Boston, 
Michael  Westgate,  Executive  Direc- 
tor. 


For  more  information  contact: 

Community 
Development 
Corporation 

of  Boston,  Inc. 
Marvin  E.  Gilmore,  Jr. 

General  Manager 

25  Ruggles  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02119 

617-442-2114 


TOWN    OF    NEEDHAM 

r/IASSACHUSETTS 
PLANNING     BOARD 


XoKMAN   A.  HoMSY,  ■^"Atfrrmtm 

GkoROF.  X.  GlUNTA,   h^tv  Chairman  ■«n4-Gif*'k- 

r.LLEN'    M.    CaXAVAX 

ROHFKT    H.    SkAMAX 

Stanley  R.  Tippett 


k(X)M  20,  'low  N  Hall 
Xf.eiiham,  ma  02192 
617-444-5100 

Thomas    W.    Fennessev,   Planning   Directn 
Jean  S.   Hilton.  Principal  Clerk 


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 
SUBJECT : 


Executive  Office  of  Transportation 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Planning  Board 
Town  of  Needham 

July  15,  1976 

Proposed  Southwest  Corridor  Development 
Boston  to  Forest  Hills 


The  Needham  Planning  Board  wishes  to  record  its  unanimous 
opposition  to  the  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  from  Forest 
Hills  to  Boston  as  proposed  in  the  Environmental  Impact  Analysis 
dated  May  1976  by"  Frederic  R.  Harris,  Inc.  until  the  related 
Environmental  Impact  Analysis  by  C.  E.  Maguire,  Inc.,  is  com- 
pleted, and  a  determination  has  been  made  by  State  and  local 
officials  concerning  the  future  mode  of  transportation  for  the 
Town  of  Needham  from  Needham  to  Boston. 


'V     :•  y — ;    i/  '  ■ ; 

Jeorge   N.'-Giunta,    Chairman 


^>-C^  r)^ 


West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council 
Roslindale  Improvement  Association 
Roslindale  Association  for  Community 

Development 
c/o  West  Roxbury  Little  City  Hall 
CentPg.  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 
June  21,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Project  Manager 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

500  Arborway 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02130 

RE:  Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing 
June  22,  1976 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

The  above  named  organizations  are  in  full  support 
of  the  MBTA's  Application  for  $313+  million  in  capitol  funds 
from  the  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Administration  for  the 
Southwest  Corridor  projects'  Relocated  Orange  Line  and  Rail- 
road Improvements  between  South  Cove  and  Forest  Hills.   This 
project  will  significantly  aid  in  transportation  to  our  com- 
munities.  We  believe  that  the  minor  inconvenience  for  a  few 
thousand  rail-riders  during  the  construction  phase  will  be 
more  than  off-set  by  the  long  term  benefit  to  the  current 
36,000  Orange  Line  riders. 

Because  we  believe  so  strongly  in  the  transit 
project  which  is  the  subject  of  the  Public  Hearing,  we  have 
taken  it  upon  ourselves  to  circulate  fliers  and  to  collect 
signatures  in  support  of  the  project.  To  date  we  have  collected 
more  than   ^^*t?   signatures  and  forward  them  herewith  to  you. 

This  support  is  from  people  who  now  use  the  severely 
dilapidated  Orange  Line;  they  are  from  people  who  live  in 
Boston  (West  Roxbury,  Roslindale,  Jamaica  Plain,  etc.),  as  well 
as  from  elsewhere  throughout  the  region  (Dedham,  Needham, 
Canton,  etc);  they  are  from  people  who  want  the  Elevated 
demolished  quickly.   Please  accept  them  as  an  indication  of 
the  depth  of  support  for  the  project. 

-^.--STnperely,, //)  *  ^ 
n     v: ^^^ 

Robert  Godino 

for  the  West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory 
Board,  the  Roslindale  Improvement 
Association,  and  the  Roslindale 
Association  for  Community  Development 


^\ 


Robert  L.  Godino 

West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council  & 

Member  of  Southwest  Corridor  Steering  Committee 


The  West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council,  a  body  of  50  residents  elected 
from  each  precinct  in  West  Roxbury,  has  directed  me,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Transportation  Committee,  to  speak  in  support  of  the  Capital  Grant  applica- 
tion as  it  relates  to  the  MBTA  Orange  Line  Relocation. 

Our  reasons  for  such  support  are  based  on  the  necessity  of  planning 
a  capital  improvement  project  which  has  a  community  advantage  as  its  major 
reason  for  development  to  sincerely  reflect  that  advantage  in  the  construc- 
tion proposals  which  are  offered  as  alternatives  for  final  approval. 

The  embankment  of  the  Penn  Central  Railroad  at  the  time  of  its  con- 
struction, over  100  years  ago,  served  as  a  major  cause  of  the  suburban  Boston 
development.  This  development,  however,  has  long  passed.  Our  plans  now, 
like  our  forefathers,  will  exist  for  perhaps  the  next  100  years.  The 
embankment  has  become  a  coimiunity-dividing  barrier  by  its  prominence  alone 
as  well  as  a  blight  on  the  neighborhoods  it  travels  through. 

If  no  work  were  proposed  along  this  route  we  would  have  little  to 
comment  on.  This  is  not  the  case,  however.  A  mass  transportation  project 
costing  $391  million  has  been  proposed  to  benefit  transportation  service 
and  the  environmental  condition  of  the  surrounding  community.  The  project 
has  alternate  plans,  some  of  which  do  not  benefit  the  community  as  much  as 
others.  It  is,  therefore,  advised  that  only  those  plans  be  supported 
which  fully  benefit  those  it  was  intended  to  benefit.  We  must  answer  the 
obligations  we  have  assumed  by  involvement  in  meetings  during  the  past  10 
years.  The  West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council  supports  the  full  depression 
of  the  relocated  Orange  Line  because  a  partial  depression  will  be  similar  to  the 
embankment  which  is  present  now. 

The  plans  submitted  regarding  Forest  Hills  station  is  of  material 
importance  since  it  is  not  presented  in  an  acceptable  form. 

The  plans  for  parking  availability  at  Forest  Hills  must  not  attract  the 
continued  use  of  automobile  commuters  to  travel  from  their  homes  throughout 
West  Roxbury.  Off  street  parking  available  now  and  after  the  relocation  is 
approximately  for  625  cars.  That  number,  in  our  minds,  is  enough.  The 
Forest  Hills  Station  should  not  be  built  with  more  parking  space  for  many 
other  reasons. 

The  coordination  of  on-going  meetings  to  extend  Orange  Line  service 
along  the  Needham  Branch  Line  to  a  route  128  parking  garage  will  be  con- 
cluded after  2  1/2  years  this  fall. 

The  prospect  that  this  extended  service  will  attract  many  of  the 
automobile  commuters  from  Forest  Hills  to  leave  their  vehicles  at  home  is 
expected.  Therefore,  the  expense  of  a  large  terminal  seems  excessive  to  us. 
The  need  of  a  parking  facility  at  Forest  Hills  will  be,  in  our  mind,  adverse  to 
the  concept  of  attracting  higher  revenue  to  reduce  the  MBTA  deficit. 


The  future  plans  for  revitalization  of  commuter  service  through 
Roslindale  and  Hyde  Park  to  a  128  Parking  Garage  will  also  diminish 
the  need  for  a  large  parking  facility  in  Boston. 

The  reference  by  the  application  to  plans  regarding  the  mass  trans- 
portation service  are  altogether  too  vague.  The  trackage  of  the  "new" 
Needham  Branch  must  be  laid  one  time  only.  That  means  that  a  two  track 
electrified  railway  with  appropriate  stations  built  to  a  route  128 
parking  garage  is  the  only  plan  for  transportation  improvement  which  the 
West  Roxbury  community  can  support. 

The  reasoning  is  obviously  because  only  the  extension  of  Orange  Line 
rapid  transit  will  provide  a  connected  service  which  will  stop  at  all 
stations  from  Route  128  to  Wellington  Circle.  The  commuter  rail  is  a 
frivolous  means  of  retaining  a  private  transportation  service  which  will 
not  serve  the  Boston  community. 

The  arterial  street  proposals  from  Jackson  Square  to  Forest  Hills  as 
submitted  do  not  meet  our  approval. 

Some  of  the  reasons  are  the  same:  The  City  of  Boston  is  currently 
developing  plans  to  drastically  reduce  the  street  use  within  the  downtown 
shopping  area.  If  plans  for  expansion  of  the  arterial  road  way  is  developed 
the  commuting  vehicles  will  become  even  greater  congestion  and  polluting 
problems  than  they  are  at  present.  The  greatest  availability  of  convenient 
roads  will  adversely  affect  the  concurrent  attraction  of  the  MBTA  for 
higher  income  revenue. 

Specifically,  the  Chairman  of  the  West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council 
supports  FHl  full  depression  with  arterial  roadways  from  the  Southest 
Expressway  to  Jackson  Square.  We  oppose  the  construction  of  Forest  Hills 
station  as  a  functioning  termination  point  because  of  prior  commitment  by 
the  State  and  MBTA  which  indicated  that  the  Forest  Hills  to  South  Cove 
construction  would  be  completed  at  the  same  time  as  the  extension  service 
to  route  128  parking  garage  in  1980. 
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CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIES  off  MASSACHUSETTS,  Inc. 

20  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  Moss.  02109 


STATEMENT  BY  CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIES  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.  INC.  ON  THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ANALYSIS  FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 

Given  at  public  hearing.  Boston.  Massachusetts.  July  15.  1976 

Ten  years  ago.  before  the  environmental  policy  laws  existed,  and  before 
public  participation  in  government  decision-making  was  welcomed,  the 
Southwest  Corridor  was  a  wide  swath  of  land  stretching  from  Route  128 
IN  Canton  all  the  way  into  the  Southeast  Expressway  in  Downtown  Boston. 
At  great  human  and  financial  expense,  the  corridor  had  been  cleared  of 
hundreds  of  homes,  businesses  and  other  properties,  and  the  government 
was  advancing  a  plan  to  put  the  corridor  to  use  by  constructing  a  huge 

COMPLEX  OF  highways  AND  RAIL  FACILITIES. 

Today,  not  very  much  has  changed  except  for  the  introduction  of  environ- 
mental LAWS  and  citizen  PARTICIPATION.   ThE  CORRIDOR  REMAINS  AS  IT  WAS 
TEN  YEARS  AGO.  A  CLEARED-AWAY  NO-MAN's  LAND  OF  DIRT  AND  WRECKAGE.  USELESS 
TO  THE  CITY  IT  BISECTS  AND  TO  THE  CITIZENS  IT  WAS  TO  SERVE.   ThE  GOVERN- 
MENT STILL  PLANS  A  MASSIVE  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITY  THROUGH  THE  CORRIDOR. 
ALTHOUGH  THE  EMPHASIS  WILLNOW  BE  ON  TRANSIT  RATHER  THAN  HIGHWAYS.  AND 
STILL.  TEN  YEARS  FROM  THE  TIME  WHEN  THE  LAND  WAS  CLEARED.  EVERYONE  IS 
WAITING  FOR  SOME  SORT  OF  WORK  TO  BEGIN.  FOR  THE  CORRIDOR  AT  LAST  TO 
REGAIN  ITS  USEFULNESS. 

It  is  not  UNREASONABLE  TO  STATE  THAT  CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION  KILLED  THE 
ORIGINAL  EXPRESSWAY  IDEA.  AND  IT  IS  NOT  UNREASONABLE  TO  SPECULATE  THAT 
CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION  MAY  YET  KILL  THE  NEWEST  TRANSIT  PLAN.   ThIS  CAN 
HAPPEN  IF  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS  LACK  THE  VISION  TO  UNDERSTAND  THAT  IT 
IS  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  EVER  PLEASE  EVERYONE.  AND  IF  THEY  LACK  THE  FORTITUDE 
TO  FINALLY  SAY  "no"  TO  GROUPS  WITH  UNREASONABLE  DEMANDS  WHO  ACT  AS 
THOUGH  THEY  POSSESS  A  VETO  POWER  OVER  PUBLIC  POLICY  AND  THE  GREATER 
NEEDS  OF  THEIR  STATE. 


Environmental  Impact  Analysis  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  ~  P.  2 

What  we  have  in  this  Southwest  Corridor  plan  is  a  network  of  programs  and 

PROPOSALS  that  IS  WORKABLE  ENOUGH  TO  MEET  THE  GREATEST  NEEDS  OF  THE 
GREATEST  NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE.   ThERE  IS  MASS  TRANSIT^  THERE  IS  COMMUTER  RAIL. 
THERE  ARE  ROADWAYS.  THERE  ARE  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENTS.  EDUCATIONAL  FACILI- 
TIES. HOUSING.  PARKS.  BIKEWAYS.  ETC..  ENOUGH  TO  MEET  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE 
CONSENSUS  OF  PEOPLE  INVOLVED.  AND  TO  FINALLY  PUT  THIS  WASTELAND  TO  USE. 

But  THE  Southwest  Corridor  plan  cannot  please  everyone.  No  proposal  of 

THIS  SCOPE  ever  COULD.   AnD  IT  IS  TIME  THAT  RESPONSIBLE  STATE  OFFICIALS 
recognized  this  and  STARTED  SAYING  "NO"  TO  THE  GROUPS  WHO  STILL  HAVE 

axes  to  grind.  unless  this  happens.  boston  will  be  left  forever  with 
this  useless  and  ugly  scar  ripped  across  the  face  of  the  city. 

Our  own  organization.  CIM.  is  not  entirely  pleased  with  the  Corridor 

PLAN:   WE  SUPPORTED  THE  ORIGINAL  EXPRESSWAY.   SaY  "NO"  TO  CIM  AND  LET 

this  work  begin. 

The  commuter  rail  advocacy  people  are  not  pleased:  they  want  trains 

INSTEAD  OF  TEMPORARY  BUSES.   SaY  "NO"  TO  THEM  AND  LET  THIS  WORK  BEGIN. 

The  NEIGHBORHOOD  POLITICIANS  ARE  NOT  PLEASED:   THEY  HAVE  A  MILLION 
RESERVATIONS  ABOUT  THE  LOCATION  OF  SOME  OF  THESE  FACILITIES.   SaY  "NO" 
TO  THEM. 

The  anti-transit,  anti-railroad,  anti-highway,  anti-housing  and  anti- 
development  PEOPLE  ARE  ALL  NOT  PLEASED.   SaY  "no" . 

It  is  doubtful  that  any  public  works  project  in  the  HISTORY  OF  America 
has  ever  had  more  citizen  participation  overkill  than  this  one.  Mr. 
Pangaro  lists  133  hearings  and  meetings  on  this  project  since  August 
of  1973.  an  average  of  one  every  six-and-a-half  days.  so  let  no  one 

come  FORTH  TO  CLAIM  THAT  HE  WAS  EXCLUDED.  OR  THAT  HE  WAS  NOT  GIVEN 

AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  BE  HEARD.   EVERYONE  HAS  BEEN  HEARD.  EVERYONE  HAS  HAD 

AN  OPPORTUNITY.  EVERYONE  HAS  HAD  INPUT. 

At  THE  END  OF  THE  CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION  PROCESS.  THOUGH.  COMES  THE  TIME 
WHEN  DECISIONS  ARE  MADE  BY  THE  OFFICIALS  WHOSE  JOB  IT  IS  TO  MAKE  DECI- 
SIONS.  And  WHEN  DECISIONS  ARE  MADE  ON  CONTROVERSIAL  ISSUES.  SOMEONE 
HAS  TO  WIN  AND  SOMEONE  HAS  TO  LOSE.   NoW.  AS  WE  REACH  THE  END  OF  THE 
PLANNING  PROCESS  FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR.  LET  US  RECOGNIZE  THIS 
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BASIC  FACT  AND  MOVE  AHEAD  INTO  THE  CONSTRUCTION  PHASE  OF  THE  PROGRAM. 
If  we  lose  sight  of  this  basic  FACT^  we  may  never  arrive  at  the  CON- 
STRUCTION PHASE  AT  ALL. 

In  CONCLUSION^  CIM  would  like  to  STRONGLY  ENDORSE  THIS  SoUTHWEST 

Corridor  plan^  and  to  strongly  urge  the  government  officials  here  to 
exercise  leadership  in  making  the  decisions  necessary  to  get  this 

PROGRAM  MOVING.   If  THEY  SUCCEED^  THEN  IT  WILL  HAVE  BEEN  DEMONSTRATED 
THAT  CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION  CAN  BE  A  HELPFUL  AND  PRODUCTIVE  FACTOR  IN 
GOVERNMENT  DECISION-MAKING. 

If  THEY  FAIL^  THOUGH^  IT  WILL  BE  DEMONSTRATED  THAT  CITIZEN  PARTICI- 
PATION CAN  ONLY  DELAY  AND  OBSTRUCT^  AND  THAT  THIS  PROCESS  IS  AS  USELESS 

AS  THE  Southwest  Corridor  wasteland  that  will  remain  as  its  memorial. 
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June  22,  1976 


Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 
Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
8  Asticou  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  Kass. 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro, 

V/e  are  writing  to  z'ou   to  give  our  support 
for  the  proposed  reconstruction  of  five  miles  of  existing 
railroad  right  of  way  through  the  South  End,  Roxhury,  and 
Jamaica  Plain  to  pro^S-ide  for  the  relocation  of  the  existing 
elevated  Orange  Line  as  well  as  improvements  to  the  railroad 
line.   Also  to  include  eight  new  rapidtransit  stations  and 
related  facilities. 

We  feel  t^ie  I.IBTA  federal  aid  application 
should  be  granted  as  this  railroad  and  transit  project  has 
been  well  planned,  and  will  provide  a  transportation  system 
that  will  contribute  to  the  growth  and  development  of  tiie  area. 
Also,  v/e  would  like  to  see  an  extention  of  the  Orange  Line 
from  Porest  Hills  through  to  Readville  on  the  already  existing 
tracks  of  the  mainline  railroad  bed. 

The  Iviass.  Dept.  of  Public  V/orks  Jilans  for  an 
street  to  run  parallel  to  the  transit  corridor  from 
treet  to  Jackson  Squnre  and  then  to  Forest  Kills 
meet  with  our  approval.   This  would  seem  to  be 
back  the  195  highway  we  thought  we  had  stopped, 
seriously  affect  the  Porest  Hills,  Jamaica  Plain 
ndale  areas  by  bringing  thousands  of  additional 

areas  unable  to  cope  v;ith  them.   Instead  of  a  new 
efforts  should  be  made  to  improve  our  existing  roads. 

Sincerely, 


arterial 
Ruggles  S 
does  not 
bringing 
It  would 
and  Rosli 
cars  into 
highway , 


/ ) 
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Henry  J.  Hanley 
200  Raleigh  Ave 
Pawtucket,  R.I.  02860 


I  would  like  to  state  my  opposition  to  curtailment  of  any  train  service 
between  Boston,  Mass.  and  Pawtucket,  R.I.  For  the  past  five  years  I 
have  taken  this  route  over  20  rides  per  month  since  I  work  in  Boston  and 
live  in  Pawtucket.  Any  curtailment,  especially  in  the  6:03  a.m.  from 
Pawtucket  and  the  5:10  from  Boston  would  be  a  serious  inconvenience  to  me. 


1r-' 


4  Marbury  Terrace 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  02130 


July  13,  1976 


To  whom  it  may  concern: 

We  would  like  to  be  put  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of 
building  the  arterial  street  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  area.  In  our 
estimation,  it  would  relieve  some  of  the  traffic  congestion  present 
in  our  residential  streets. 

Completion  of  this  project  should  lessen  the  number  of 
"short  cuts"  we  are  faced  with  and  until  the  public  is  educated 
about  the  need  for  using  public  transportation,  we  must  face 
reality.  The  automobile  is  here  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

The  installation  of  a  new  Orange  line  should  aid  in  the 
reduction  of  vehicles  on  our  streets,   but  the  numbers  will   not 
decrease  significantly  enough  to  warrant  a  no-build  decision  on 
tbe  arterial   street. 

However,   a  combination  of  the  two  systems  would  allow 
the  Jamaica  Plain  community^ave  a  balanced  transportation  plan. 


Matthew  F.   Hanney 
Elaine  F.   Hanley 


Leslie  Harris 
88  Lambert  Ave 
Roxbu ry,  MA 


I  feel  that  all  tracks  should  be  totally  depressed.  The  arterial  street 
would  not  serve  our  community  and  would  be  a  burden  on  us  as  it  would 
bring  an  unwanted  increased  flow  of  traffic  and  congestion.  This  is 
primarily  directed  towards  the  J. P.  end.  The  Roxbury  Crossing  end  should 
be  redone. 


^'■'4aga^^aa:feL<a^s&aaazaMaiii!!3tME^taaK^j^^^^  ~::«/:;-":ig^.ry,.-r,ifc;ar.;,r'';.--- 


P.  O.  Box  67 


CONTRACTING  CO.,  INC. 


1 


Jamaica   Plain,   MassachuseHs     02130 


524-4555 


June  23,  1976 


Mr,  Anthony  Pangaro 

M  B  T  A 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

My  family  and  I  represent  the  ownership  of  ten  properties  on  Pond  Street, 
Goodrich  Road  and  Lakeville  Road  in  Jamaica  Plain,  with  a  total  value  of 
half  a  million  dollars. 

To  relieve  the  serious  traffic*-  problem  on  the  Jamaicaway,  Pond  Street 

and  Centre  Street,  we  must  have  the  roadway  to  Forest  Hills.  It  is  imperative 

that  it  be  done  to  save  value  and  lives. 

Sincerely, 

Erling  A.  Hanson 
49  Pond  Street 


7  CHESTNUT  SQUARE       —       JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MASS.  02130 


MICHAEL    J.     HAYES,    PRESIDENT 


June  15,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

As  plans  are  being  finalized  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  rapid  transit  and  railroad  line  in  the  Southwest  Corridor 
through  Jamaica  Plain,  our  community  organization  believes  that 
the  way  this  proposal  can  bring  about  the  least  harm  and  do  the 
most  good  to  our  area  is  if  the  railroad  and  rapid  transit  line 
are  constinacted  along  with  a  Greenbelt  Parkway  to  Forest  Hills. 
Under  that  plan,  not  only  would  our  neighborhood  and  all  of 
Jamaica  Plain  benefit  from  better  M.B.T.A.  service,  but  there 
would  be  a  reduction  in  traffic  and  noise  on  our  streets,  and 
improvement  in  public  safety,  and  an  increase  in  property 
values. 

We  are  completely  opposed  to  any  plan  that  would  leave 
considerable  areas  of  the  corridor  available  for  industrial 
use  or  housing  projects.   We  believe  the  protection  of  our 
homes  and  the  safety  of  our  children  can  be  best  served  by 
both  rapid  transit  service  and  a  parkway  all  the  way  to 
Forest  Hills. 

Most  importantly  our  membership  has  voted  for  imm.ediate 
construction  action  to  clean  up  this  dangerous  eyesore  that 
exists  throughout  our  community.   We  believe  the  modified 
depression  plan  together  with  the  construction  of  the  arterial 
street  to  Forest  Hills  is  best  for  our  community. 


Sincerely, 

xMichael  J?  Hayes' 
President 


g  5  c  I   \    \  O'^  '^^f^^"^^      Hubbard  Street 

+3  ^Vr  Ol^^  '^^^  Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

%\t^'^  J^ly   15,    1976 

CQ   g    C  TD 

<dce2    To  the  Honorable   Gentlemen  from  Washington: 
^  aJ  E  © 

JJ  ^  O  13 

Eo^  Since  writing  the  attpched  report,  expressing  my  reasons  for  favor- 

o="  ©  c  ing  Option  1  -  Leaving  up  the  Embankment  -  I  have  had  the  privilege 

p  a)  5  °  °^  meeting  with  Mr.  Pangaro,  Members  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Civic 

c-G  Association,  Mr.   Frank  Hegerty,  President  of  the  Jamaica  Plain 

'o'^'H©  Community  Council,  and  others,  at  which  time  Mr.  Pangara  pointed 

rart=  ^  out  In  full  detail  the  advantages  of  adopting  the  Modified  Depressedr. 

<S)  sTu  Alternative,  rather  then  Leaving  up  the  Embankment. 

•H  l>it, 

®^^*"Mr.  Pangaro  was  very  informative  as  he  told  us  why  the  Modified 
•H  n  aj  rH  Depressed  Alternative  would  be  beat  for  our  community,  and  he  very 
^  ©^ '^. patiently  answered  our  many  qqestions.   We  surely  deeply  appreciated 
I^S^ro^his  kind  cooperation. 

0  4J    ^05 

^^Hc+j-oAs  a  result  of  the  information  which  he  gave  us,  I  now  wish  to  be 
«  .,  o^§  recorded  in  favor  of  the  Modified  Depressed  Alternative,  but  I  am 
>  CD  TJ  •H  submitted  herewith  to  you  my  original  report  just  the  same,  and  I 
cdS'roHTjhope  ^oTi  enjoy  repding  it. 

cfl  C  aJ  © 
n  o  ts  fj 
<  c  ra  :3  In  closing  I  would  like  to  say  thot  all  we  wish  and  pray  for  in  the 

•°  f^  ©S  Boylston   Station  area  is  "peace"  and  "tranquility"  as  we  used  to 
r^*-^®^^have  before  1-95  every  came  into  the  plctur-e.   Since  then  we  have 
•-p©^4:>been  distraught  and  very  depressed  with  the  harrassment  and  dissension 

^  ^P^  caused  by  agitators  who  have  come  into  our  neighborhood  and  oversteppe 
^       their  bounds, 

'       ^M§Effi!S!^0  ^O^S  ^^T  ^Lpectfullyt  ^""W^SM^f^VTl^Jil^^^^ 


8  Hubbard  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusf^tts 
(5214-1428^  or  i4.UI|-0110) 

June  22,  1976 


To  the  Honorable  Gentlemen 
from  Washington: 

As  a  very  "old-time  resident"  of  the  Boylston  Station  area  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  I  am  very  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
present  not  only  my  personal  views,  but  also  the  views  of 
many  other  residents  in  this  community,  regarding  the 
Southwest  COdi*ridDr  Analyses. 

Because  we  have  had  our  homes  here  for  many,  many  years,  and 
because  the  Governor,  the  Mayor,  the  BTPR,  and  other  officials 
have  stressed  "COMMUITITY  PARTICIPATION,"  and  because  we  hsve 
been  faithful  in  our  attendance  at  very  meeting  possible, we 
feel  that  our  views  should  be  given  priority  consideration 
by  you  treasured  gentlemen  from  Washington  as  you  are  about 
to  make  the  "final"  decision  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  here. 

We  are  definitely  in  favor  of  "keeping  the  embankirient  where 
it  is,"  and  adding  the  necessary  tracKs  for  transportation. 
We  of  this  neighborhood  hnve  regarded  this  etnbankiment  as  a 
"treasured  landmark"  through  the  years,  and  it  will  always 
be  remembered  as  such  whether  it  is  removed  or  not . 

With  your  kind  permission,  I  would  like  to  quote  fomr  the 
Environmental  Analyses  many  erroneous  criticisms  regarding 
the  embankment  which  must  have  been  made  by  "outsiders"  or  "nei 
comers"  in  the  neighborhood.   I  quote  - 

"Due  to  its  imposing  size  anu  narrow  openings, 
the  embankment  "Dooms  as  a  physical  barrier  between 
communities."   This  statement  is  absolutely  false,  ■f'or 
the  embankment  has  never  been  considered  a  "barrier," 
nor  a  "Chinese  wall"  dividing  the  community.   Through  the 
years  we  have  had  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  embank- 
ment, whose  friendship  has  extended  over  the  so-called 
"wall."    The  parishioners  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church 
and  the  Boylston  Congregational  Church  can  attest  to  this 
fact,  especially. 

Let  me  quote  further  from  the  Analyses: 

"The  existing  embankment  is  a  major  generator  of 
noise  in  the  area.   The  primary  cause  is  the  noise 
emanating  from  train  wheel  diesel  engines," 

The  "noise"  referred  to  has  never  bothered   residents  who 
lived  right  beside  the  embankment,  and  they  would  still  be 
living  there  had  they  not  been  cru©liy  '  displaced  because 
of  the  proposed  Southwest  Corridor,  which,  after  they  were 
"thrown  out  from  their  homes,"  was  never  built.   I  think  think 
former  residents  should  be  given  the  opportunity  to  retufn 
if  they  wish  to,  and  the  State,  or  Government,  should  rebuild 
their  homes  "free  of  charge  "  to  make  amends  for  wh^t  they 
have  suffered. 


^g.ry^> 


Let  me  quote  further  the  remarks  made  regarding 
the  embankment  in  the  Environmental  Analysis: 

"The  bridges  will  have  to  be  widened  and  sound 
barriers  installed,  and  the  embankment  will  then 
give  the  appearance  of  a  22  to  25 'foot  high 
structure,  which  will  make  the  span  visible 
from  a  greater  distance,  and  therefore,  will 
loom  in  the  landscape  as  a  dividing  feature." 

We  would  tjev«i»  mind  the  appearance  of  a  "high 
structure."  for  we  are  used  to  them  in  the 
city  now,  and  we  would  never  mind  if  the  span 
was  visible  from  a  greater  distance,  and  loomed 
in  the  landscape  as  a  dividing  wall.   It   ^ 
would  be  a  welcome  sighf  to. us.  v  -t^i^^ii-ir^ 

Again  let  me  quote  more  criticisms  regarding  the 
widening  of  the  embankment  and  bridges,  etc.,  etc., 
etc. 

"As  the  width  of  the  barrier  increases,  the 
enclosed  space  becomes  "tunnel-like."  Ty^is 
raises  pedestrians'  fears  of  personal  safety  and 
passage  to  the  other  side  is  increasingly 
discouraged. " 

This  is  an  absurd  supposition,  for  we  have 
had  two  tunnels  in  this  area  for  years,  and  no 
one  was  ever  afraid  to  go  through  either,  until 
"vandalism"  took  over  in  the  nighborhood,  and 
caused  the  feftr.    If  these  tunnels  are  built, 
we  should  be  assured  of  protection,  and  proper 
lifyhting..    With  any  new  project  in  the  neighborhood 
""protection"  should  b  e  guaranteed,  for  al '-hough 
we  never  needed  it  before,  we  surely  do  now. 

Let  me  quote  again  as  follows: 

"The  amount  of  land  used  by  the  widened  embankment 
would  preclude  planning  for  muchrjiore  than 
essential  landscaping,  vrhereas  the  preferred  alterna- 
tive creates  useable  open  land  which  would  be 
used  for  land  development  and  recreational  oppof- 
tunites . " 

We  certainly  do  not  want  any  more  "playgrounds" 
in  our  area,  for  the  two  or  three  we  have  had  have 
^'oeen  destroyed  by  V§fl?^sl^  within  a  month  of  their 
construction.    Tress,  benches,  and  apparatus  haye 
been  actually  "torn  apart"  and  whenever  iaippi** 
have  been  present,  there  has  been  no  -auporvloion ,"(" 
and  we  have  Lad  to  continually  call  the  police  to 
take  care  of  the  many  confrontations  which  have 
occured  during  the  evening  or  early  morning  hours 
by  "outsiders"  who  have  caused  trouble  and  littered 
the  playground  almost  every  night. 


^. 


However,  the  MDC  do  not  have  enough  police  to  take  care 
of  these  agitffifocs .    We^aick  and  tired  of  hnving  had  to  stand 
all  the  deterioi-*trion  which  has  resulted  since  1-95  was  not  built, 
and  no  one  hps  realized   whit  we  have  gone  tlrirough.   We  have 
been  harrassed  continually  by  "outsiders"  who  have  tried, and 
are  trying, to  take  over  our  community.   I  would  like  to  invite 
all  the  officials  at  this  meeting  and  the  Governor  and  also 
the  Mayor  to  live  in  this  wasteland  for  a  while  to. see  if  they 
would  not  feel  as  we  do.  y ov.— *,-tK*^  —^a*-^  IT  *«k««j.  ^iJilg  ^ 

About  a  year  ago  the  embankment  was  defaced  by  outsiders  as 
they  put  atrocious  paintings  there,  without  even  consulting 
the  abutters.     These  paintings  were  authorized  by  the  MBTA, 
through  Mr.  Frank  Morgan,  one  of  their  executives.   He  gave 
permission  to  Mr.  Parrell  of  the  Youth  Activities  Commission 
to  put  them  there  .    T?iey  were  done  by  boys  qs  a  deterent  to 
their  possible  vandallstic  tendencies.    (What  will  they  give 
them  to  do  next !  !  !  !) 

Since  then  more  defacing  has  taken  place  near  the  railroad 
bridge,  in  various  colors,  and  just  lately  a  huge  lettered 
inscription  has  been  painted  on  the  bridge  to  the  left  of  the 
embankment,  which,  reads  "Community  Before  Commuters.   No  Arterial',' 
This  was  a  professional  job  done  at  night  by  those  who  are  against 
t^^^ebuilding  of  the  arterial  street.   We  know  who  some  of  them 
w©**<5,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  punished,  and  we  think  they 
definitely  should  be  as  they  destroyed  personal  property.    We 
are  wondering  how  much  longer  we  have  to  st^nd  this  interference 
in  our  community  by"outside  agitators,"   The  whole  embankment 
is  now  a  monstrosity,  and  we  feel  we  are  justified  in  asking 
that  all  the  paintings  be  sand-blasted,  and  the  embankment  be 
restored  to  the  "treasured  landmark"  it  used  to  be,- and  still  is. 
Even  though  there  is  a  possibility  of  it  being  torn  down,  we 
know  this  would  not  be  done  for  possibly  two  years,  and  we  feel 
it  should  be  taken  care  of  immediately.    We  have  felt  like  a 
"sllip  without  a  sail,"  for  despite  all  our  efforts  to  "get  actionj' 
we  have  failed. 

So  far  as  our  decision  to  keep  the  embankment  up  is  concerned, 
we  are  still  skeptical  about  the  possibility  of  building  the 
alternative  "over  Stony  Brook,"  as  there  is  no  definite  assurance 
that  it  will  not  again  "overflow,"  as  it  did  in  I877,  according 
to  an  authentic  report  appe^^ring  in  a  record  at  City  Hall. 
There  is  also  authentic  information  that  the  embankment  x>fas  con- 
structed at  the  turn  of  the  century  for  the'*protecion  and  safety 
of  the  people,"  and,  most  of  all,  to"prevent  flooding  from  an 
"overactive  brook." 

There  is  absolutely  no  justification  for  expending  tlie  exhorbitant 
amount  of  public  money  for  tearing  down  the  embankment.   The  rail 
corridor  and  depots  are  already  there.   The  only  additional 
engineering  requirement  is  the  modification  and  refinement  of 
the  ralj  system  to  accommodate  "Rapid  Transit"  and  "Amtrak" 
from  Boston  to  New  York.   There  is  sufficient  clearance  of  land 
to  accommodate  vehicular  traffic  running  parallel  to  the 
rail  corridor. 


If  this  travesty  is  allowed  to  be  carried  out,  it  will  violate 
the  safeguards  that  have  been  promulgated  pertaining  to  noise, 
dust,  air,  and  water  pollution,  flooding,  and  other  ecological 
impacts,  and  we  who  have  lived  here  for  years  do  not  want  to 
take  the  chance  if  nos sibly"losing  our  homes  ,  'fend  being  drowned" 
ourselves,  and  neither  do  we  want  to  be  "left  in  a  dust  bowl 
for  yenrs." 

At  one  tiT"e  the  railroad  bed  was  on  the  street  level,  but  because 
of  train  aocidenta,  loss  of  life,  and  "flooding,"  it  was  deemed 
necessary,  pruuent,  and  wise  to  construct  an  embankment  of  earth. 

This  logical  and  far-sighted  engineering  decision  has  accommkdated 
the  movement  of  supplies  and  troops  in  war,  and  also  passenger  and 
fright  traffic  without  accident  or  flooding. 

Taking  down  the  embankment  would  also  be  an  annoyance  and  incon- 
venience to  the  community,  and  also  a  wilful  waste  of  money,  for, 
according  to  the  analyses,  it  will  cost  only  about  167.-  million, 
which  is  about  half  the  cost  of  the  suggested  alternative,  326.9 
million,-  and,  further,  leaving  the  embankment  up,  so  far  as  the 
job  time  is  ooncerned,-  will  only  take  36  months,  whereas  the 
suggested  depressed  alternative  would  take  )_|.8  months. 

We  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  use  the  difference  in  cost  to 
remove  the  "hazardous  elevated  structure"  on  Washington  Street, 
which  not  only  is  a  menace  to  the  community,  but  a  great  hazard 
to  those  who  take  the  chance  of  using  it.    DON'T  FORGET  THAT 
THE  MONEY  TO  BE  USED  IN  THIS  PROJECT  IS  INDIRECTLY  "OUR"  MONEY, 
AND  WHY  WASTE  IT ! ! ! 

In  closing,  regarding  the  retainment  of  the  embankment,  let  me 
quote  from  a  letter  written  by  the  Jamaica  Plain  Cfvic  Association, 
under  date  of  October  10,  1973j  to  Mr.  Claude  S.  Brinegar,  Secretary. 
~,    S~.    Dept .  of  Transportation,  Federal  Highway  Administration, 
Washington,  D.C. 

"For  the  past  twelve  (12)  years  our  Community  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  demolition  of  homes,  churches,  schools,  and 
business  establishments,  utilizing  the  law  of  "Eminent:  Domain" 
in  order  to  construct  a  2^-mile  corridor,  a  linkage,  to  an 
interstate   highway  identified  as  "Route  1-95." 

Studies  upon  studies  have  been  made  and  duplicated,  surveys 
upon  surveys  have  been  conducted  and  discarded,  a  moratorium 
was  declared  by  the  Governor  after  the  above-named  destruction 
had  been  completed,  all  of  these  at  the  public's  expense 
and  inconvenience." 

Since  then  there  have  been  more  and  more  studies,  but  now  we 
hope  there  will  not  be  another  one,  for  we  feel  we  have  had  enough 
of  them.   kHnat  we  want  is  "ACTIOtJ."   Vie   hope  you  gentlemen,  -  the 
honorable  Decision  Committee  from  Washington  will  feel  we  are  justi- 
fied in  deserving  what  we  seek. 


So  far  as  the  construction  of  an  "arterial     ,  

street"  between  Jackson  Square  and  Forest  Hills  ,  *^  ^***'' 
I  am  100  per  cent  for  it,  as  are  others  in  this 
neighborhood.    For  many  yen  rs  Latnartine  Street 
has  been  a  "regular  parkway,"  whereas  it  originally 
was  Just  a  residential  street.   We  want  it  returned 
to^s'tri(5^y  residential  street,"  as  we  have  been 
used  to  a  "quiet  and  peaceful  neighborhood." 

The  traffic  on  Lamartine  Street  is  hazardous 

at  the  present  time,  and  although  we  have  ajppealed 

for  relief  ,'>"^ga in  there  has  been 'no  action. 

Older  folks  and  children,  especiplly,  in  this 
area  are  "afraid"  to  cross  the  street,  and  at  inter- 
sections, the  situation  is  most  dangerous. 

We  also  feel  that  the  arterial  street  is  necessary 
to  take  the  heavy  traffic  from  Armory,  Wa±ington, 
and  Centre  Steets.    If  this  street  is  built- as 
we  sincerely  hope  it  will  be,"  it  will  remove  the 
heavy  traffic  from  all  these  streets,  and  there  will 
be  no  more  traffic  going  in  or  out  of  Jackson  Square 
than  there  is  novj.    On  Centre  and  Washington  Streets 

parking  Is  permitted  on  both  sides,  which  is  a  great 
hazard  to  everyone,  especially  when  emergencies,- such 
as  fire  or  illness^  occur,- the  engines  cannot  get 
to  the  troubled  spot,  nor  can  the  ambulance  drivers. 
At  the  present  time  the  police  cannot  meet  emergencies 
because  of  the  heavy  traffic  also  on  these  streets. 

Many  thousand  less  cars  will  be  traveling  on  the 
streets  listed  in  the  attached  clipping  if  the  arterial 
is  built,  and  it  is  only  common  sense  to  realize  hovj 
badly  it  is  needed,  and  has  been  in  the  past.   The 
residents  in  Jamaica  Plain  know  only  too  well  what 
the  congested  situation  is,  and  has  been,  and,  in  my 
particular  area,  I,  too,  am  well  aware  of  hovr  very  much 
we  need  the  proposed  "arterial  street^" 

We  hope  the  authorities  will  grant  us  whot  we  vrinh, 
and  fully  understr.nd  we  are  justified  in  asking  for 
their  kind  cooperation,  especially  as  the  Governor,  the 
Mayor,  and  the  S.W.  Corridor  Co-ordinator ,  etc.  have 
always  sought  "community  participation,"  and  we  h^ve 
tried  to  give  it  100  per  cent.   After  all,  who  knows 
better  what  is  necessary  and  needed  in  a  neighborhood 
than  the  "residents"  themselves! 

Thank  you  all  for  the  chance  to  present  my  views l 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  personal  thanks  to  Mr.  Pangaro, 
Mr.  Wofford,  Mr.  Salvucci,  and  all  those  v/ho  have  so 
kindly  cooperated  with  us  during  the  manj  meetings  we 
have  sttended  through  the  years.  It  has  been  a  pleasure 
to  have  met  with  them. 


Sin  cer  eTy^,    ^ — 
CUa..«^«fTc_  V-\i**^    Charlotte  F.  Heerde) 
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Our  fervent  hope  is  that  in  the  future  "agitators"  will 
be  kept  out  of  our  neighborhood,  and  that  we  may,  again, 
be  able  to  "live  in  peace  and  hsrmoney"  as  we  did  before 
these  intruders  harrassed  us.   CFH 


TOWN   OF   NEEDHAM 

MASSACHUSETTS 


Office  of 
BOABD  OF  SELECTMEN 


July  15,1976 

I  am  Henry  D.  Hersey,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Needham 
Board  of  Selectmen,  and  Chairman  of  the  sixty-five  cities 
and  towns  out  of  the  seventy-nine  cities  and  towns,  members 
of  the  MBTA  Advisory  Board. 

I  am  speaking  for  many  of  the  towns  in  the  southwest 
corridor  directly  affected  and  the  members  of  the  Advisory 
Board.   They  have  been  very  outspoken  against  the  south- 
west corridor  public  transportation  development  as  proposed 
in  the  capital  grant  application  to  the  Urban  Mass  Trans- 
portation Administration,  Washington,  D.C.  for  the  relocating 
of  the  OrangS  Line  and  improving  Amtrak ' s  right  of  way  and 
arterial  street  location  and  design. 

Therefore,  I  wish  to  be  recorded  with  these  affected 
towns  as  opposed  to  this  proposed  mode  of  public  trans- 
portation as  unacceptable  to  these  towns  and  economically 
unsound. 


W:wu:X.IJ:a.. 


Henry  D.  Hersey 7 , Chairman 

MBTA  Advisory  Board 

For  the  65  Cities  and  Towns 


Margery  P.  Mines 
35  Alden  St 
Dedham,  MA 


I  object  to  any  changes  in  service. 


GEARY  W.  HILL  ^^   / 

2  SAIKT  MARK  STREET 
JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MASSACHUSETTS 
02130 

FORDHAM  COURT  TENANT  ORGANIZATION 
MEMBER 

TO;  Department  of  Public  Works 

Massachusetts  Bay  Trasportation  Authority- 
Dear  People, 

I  hereby  state  that  I  am  apposed  to  the  construction 
of  an  arterial  street  through  Jamaica  Plain.  lam  not  apposed  to 
the  relocation  and  complete  depression  of  the  M.B.T.A.  Orange  Line, 
and  support  that  project. 

My  reasons  for  this  are; 

I.  As  a  young  adult  in  my  community  I  have  plans  of 
fathering  and  raising  children  in  my  community.  But  this  can 
only  be  done  if  my  children  can  be  safe  here!  I  ask  you  how  safe 
will  children  be  with  the  projected  36,000  cars,  trucks,  and  buses 
racing  through  thiar  back  yard,  25  feet  from  thiar  back  door?  How 
will  the  ofTirfilBsions  from  these  vehicles  keep  my  children  safe? 
How  will  the  noise  levels  from  this  traffic  keep  my  children  safe? 

II.  As  i  am  not  in  the  same  income  bracket  of  those  pro- 
posing, and  those  polotitions  supporting  this  arterial  street  I 
don't  own  a  car  and  frequently  walk  the  streets  in  Jamaica  Plain,  . 
as  it  is  presently  their  is  a  great  amount  of  danger  in  crossing 
the  four  streets  I  must  just  to  get  to  Forest  Hills,  with  the  added 
36,000  cars, trucks,  and  buses,  brought  in  by  this  arterial  srteet 
it  will  be  impossible  to  cross  to  Forest  Hills,  and  increase  the 
likiyhood  of  pedestrians  being  struck  down  in  there  own  community, 

III.  I  don't  want  to  be  resposible  for  the  costs  of  re- 
moving snow,  litter,  sweeping  this  street,  or  the  cost  of  repair 
maintenance,  all  of  which  I  have  heard  no  projection  for. 


IV.  I  see  a  total  lack  in  common  sense  in  rebuilding 
and  relocating  the  M.B.T.A.  and  puting  an  arterial  street  right 
next  to  it.  This  street  would  in  fact  discourge  the  use  of  the 
new  M.B.T.A. 

V.  I  refuse  to  pay  out  300  million  dollars  to  build  an 
arterial  street  for  those  who  work  on  Boston  jobs,  so  they  can 
get  the  hell  out  of  my  community  faster  and  without  having  to  go 
near  our  small  businesses.  Why  should  I  pay  the  outragous  300  mil- 
lion dollars  so  that  outsiders  can  drive  thair  gasburning,  airpol* 
uting  fancy  cars  right  through  my  community  WITH  MORE  COMFORT? 

I  WON ' T  !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

WE  WON ' T !!!!!! ! 
SO  DON  •  T !  ! 


WHEREPOR,  I  DEMAND  that  you  do  not  build  the  proposed  arterial 
street.  And  relocate  the  M.B.T.A.  completely  depressed. 


NEPONSET   CONSERVATION  ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED 

June  21,  1976 

Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

8  Astlcou  Road 

Boston,   Mass.,  02130 

Statement  for  the  public  hearing,  June  22,  1976 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro 1 

I  wish  to  endorse  the  plans  that  have  been  developed 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  and  the  Improvements 
In  the  local  transportation  facilities  that  are  so  essential  to  the 
economic  viability  of  this  area.   I  hope  that  the  feasible  amount  of  rail 
lines  depression  will  not  remain  a  barrier  between  the  local  communities. 

However,  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  Importance  of  providing  some 
kind  of  green  strip  through  this  area.   If  commercial  and  Industrial  con- 
siderations displace  all  forms  of  esthetic  improvements  we  are  guaran- 
teeing the  construction  of  a  future  depressed  area.  We  must  not  repeat 
some  of  the  recent  monuments  to  low  cost  housing  that  have  become  areas 
In  which  no  local  residents  could  possibly  have  civic  or  personal  pride. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Waldo  H.  Holcombe  (Pres.) 
180  Canton  Ave. 
Milton,  Mass.,  02187 


Dedicated  lo  the  Conservation  of  the  Neponset  River  Watershed 


Will iam  P.  Hourihan 
19  Pond  View  Ave 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


We  wish  to  go  on  record  to  support  the  fully  depressed  version  of  the 
rapid  transit  line  and  the  new  Orange  Line  extension  from  Jackson 


Square  to  Forest  Hills, 


(/  '  BOSTON  REDE^/ELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

STATEil^lENT  ON  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ANALYSIS  FOR  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 

PRESENTED  BY:   ROBERT  T.  KENNEY  '  _y 

BRA  DIRECTOR  '^■ 

-^7  JULY  15,  1976 

The  proposed  program  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  represents 
one  of  the  largest  single  public  investments  ever  to  be  made  in 
the  City  of  Boston.   The  magnitude  of  the  problems  to  be  addressed 
is  also  large,  and  deserving  of  bold  solutions.   In  the  main,  we 
believe  the  general  preferred  course  of  action  described  in  the 
Environmental  Impact  Analysis  can  be  made  acceptable  with  significant 
modifications  and  can  be  implemented  without  unnecessary  delay.   We 
hope  that  the  decisions  resulting  from  this  hearing  will  clear  up 
all  esseential  elements  so  that  any  compromises  in  the  future  will 
be  relatively  minor  and  not  hold  up  the  realization  of  long  awaited 
transportation  and  land  use  improvements. 

The^ Process 


The  investigation  of  alternative  transportation  alignments,  as 
part  of  the  Boston  Transportation  Planning  Review  and  the  planning 
process  that  has  culminated  in  the  Southwest  EIA  document,  appears 
to  have  been  adequate.   The  level  of  analysis  of  alternatives  appears 
to  match  the  degree  of  accuracy  of  the  data  which  was  available  and 
which  was  developed  for  the  project.   Assessments  of  both  the  imme- 
diate beneficial  and  detrimental  effects  of  a  major  transit  relocation 
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of  the  type  proposed  are  presented  and  weighed  against  the   alterna- 
tive of  rebuilding  the  system  in  a  subway  along  its  present  alignment. 
We  are  pleased  to  see  such  assessment  and  can  now  feel  more  confident 
that  planning  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  was  not  just  planning  by 
edict. 

Replacement  Service 

One  point  that  has  been  brought  out  by  this  assessment  is  the 
clear  need  for  viable  replacement  service  for  the  South  End  and 
Roxbury  areas.   The  idea  of  replacement  service  presents  itself  as 
the  next  pressing  issue  to  be  resolved  if  a  relocation  of  all  Orange 
Line  services  as  well  as  demolition  of  the  elevated  is  to  be  accom- 
plished.  The  MBTA  should  proceed  with  all  deliberate  speed  with  the 
development  of  the  replacement  service  concept  and  the  evaluation  of 
feasible  alternatives.   It  is  our  feeling  that  early  implementation 
of  replacement  service  is  required  to  avoid  loss  of  transportation 
service  for  those  transit-dependent  people  living  in  the  Dudley  Station 
area  and  northwards  who  rely  on  access  to  downtown  via  the  Washington 
Street  elevated. 

The  replacement  service  investigations  as  well  as  the  design 
process  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  should  also  include  any  or  all  im- 
pacts to  those  residents  abutting  the  Midlands  Division  alignment. 
The  necessary  use  of  the  Midland  Division  as  an  alternate  route  for 
commuter  and  inter-city  rail  traffic  during  construction  as  well  as 
its  possible  use  as  an  alignment  for  future  transit  service  involve 
possible  detrimental  environmental  impacts  such  as  increased  noise. 
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These  issues  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  all  those  affected 
along  the  alignment  and  other  interested  parties  so  that  a  good  solu- 
tion can  be  found. 

Until  an  alternative  for  replacement  service  is  selected  and 
an  implementation  schedule  established  for  such  service  it  is  felt 
that  branched  service  on  the  Orange  Line  should  be  held  open  as  an 
option-   Branched  service  with  the  Orange  Line  running  both  on  the 
elevated  south  to  a  terminal  point  at  Dudley  as  well  as  the  relocated 
alignment  to  a  terminal  at  Forest  Hills  should  serve  the  short  interim 
period  until  adequate  replacement  service  is  ready  to  be  implemented. 
Branched  service  with  an  at-grade  crossing  and  junction  south  of 
Essex  Station  presents  numerous  operational  and  scheduling  problems 
as  well  as  detrimental  effects  on  the  frequency  of  service  for  both 
branches.   But  as  I  have  mentioned,  we  should  not  abandon  those  city 
residents  and  bus-iness  persons  from  Dudley  northwards  to  worsened 
transportation  service. 

The  Proposed  Street  between  Jackson  Square  and  Forest  Hills 

One  of  the  more  controversial  issues  in  the  planning  process 
for  the  Southwest  Corridor  is  whether  or  not  an  arterial  street  should 
be  built  between  Jackson  Square  and  Forest  Hills.   The  question  has 
been  raised  as  to  whether  a  new  street  is  needed  in  this  area,  and  if 
built,  what  effect  such  a  street  would  have  on  the  surrounding  neigh- 
borhoods.  In  judging  whether  this  particular  segment  of  street  should 
be  built  or  not,  one  must  recognize  the  overall  objectives  being  sought 
and  then  compare  these  to  what  objectively  can  be  foreseen  as  the 
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actual  consequences.   The  stated  pruposes  of  building  this  portion 
of  the  arterial  street  is  that  it  would  provide  relief  to  the  problem 
of  heavy  through-traffic  on  local  streets  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  would 
provide  connections  to  existing  and  future  development  throughout  the 
corridor. 

Traffic  analyses  predict  that  relief  will  be  afforded  to  existing 
radial  streets  in  Jamaica  Plain  while  volumes  will  increase  on  some 
cross  streets.   Lamartine  and  Amory  Streets  which  combined  now  carry 
14,000  vehicles  per  day  will  receive  the  greatest  benefit  with  an 
almost  total  elimination  of  through-traffic,  leaving  a  residue  of 
over  3,000  primarily  local  vehicles.   Centre  Street  and  Washington 
Street  also  receive  significant  relief  from  the  amounts  of  traffic 
which  they  must  handle  with  difficulty  today.   If  the  arterial  street 
is  not  built,  all  of  the  streets  mentioned  would  be  called  upon  to 
handle  similar  or  only  slightly  greater  amounts  of  traffic  in  the 
future'.   In  either  the  build  or  no-build  case  there  is  a  clear  need 
for  a  comprehensive  and  more  detailed  study  of  street  circulation  in 
the  whole  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  residential  community. 

The  benefits  gained  in  the  redistribution  of  through-traffic  in 
this  area  should  not  induce  more  people  to  drive  to  the  Boston  core 
overall,  but  will  attract  more  through-trips  into  the  corridor.   The 
proposed  connection  is  a  street,  not  an  1-95,  and  should  not  be  viewed 
as  an  express  highway.   When  one  examines  the  projected  figures  for 
total  vehicular  miles  traveled  in  the  southwest  for  future  years  there 
is  only  a  small  increase  in  vehicular  traffic  for  the  build  versus  the 
no-build  alternative.   Established  Federal,  state  and  local  policies 
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and  regulations  are  directed  towards  a  stabilization  if  not  reduc- 
tion of  urban  area  traffic  and  also  stress  the  concept  of  transporta- 
tion systems  management.   This  policy  seeks  to  achieve  an  optimum 
balance  and  overall  increase  of  efficiency  in  the  use  of  mass  transit 
for  the  transportation  of  persons  and  the  street  system  for  the 
transportation  of  goods  and  services.   A  decision  has  to  be  made  as 
to  whether  the  arterial  street  in  Jamaica  Plain,  combined  with  street 
improvements  between  Jackson  Square  and  Ruggles  Street,  is  needed  to 
provide  complementary  roadway  improvements  to  serve  mass  transportation 
facilities  and  land  development  in  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

We  have  noted  the  traffic  relief  to  certain  radial  streets  and 
an  increase  in  volumes  on  some  cross  streets  if  the  arterial  street 
is  built.   In  addition,  the  street  imposes  a  spatial  change  in  land 
development  opportunities,  resulting  in  a  potential  loss  of  up  to 
16  dwelling  units  and  a  potential  gain  of  about  60,000  square  feet 
of  non-residential  development  and  about  110,000  square  feet  of  open 
space. 

The  final  decision  to  build  or  not  to  build  the  arterial  street 
must  take  into  account  the  sentiments  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  community 
who  must  judge  the  pro's  and  con's  from  their  own  perspective.   As  is 
both  the  rule  and  good  practice' in  conduct  of  public  hearings  of  this 
kind,  the  decision  should  not  be  made  until  all  testimony  has  been 
received  and  digested. 


Rail/Transit  Profile 

I  now  wish  to  address  the  issue  that  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  considers  the  most  serious  aspect  of  the  proposal  for  the 
Southwest  Corridor,  that  of  the  new  rail  transit  alignment  and  the 
modified  depressed  profile.^  Certainly  it  can  be  seen  from  the  in- 
formation presented  in  the  EIA  document  that  any  proposals  limited 
to  the  present  railroad  embankment  at  its  present  elevation  would 
only  serve  to  reinforce  the  barrier  effect  this  massive  wall  has  had  on 
the  surrounding  communities  for  such  a  long  time.   The  loss  in  develop- 
ment potential  in  the  corridor  as  well  as  the  negative  impacts  to 
security,  noise  abatement  and  visual  character  caused  by  an  embankment 
which  could  be  6  to  10  feet  higher  as  well  as  wider  than  the  present 
structure  are  totally  unacceptable  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  people 
living  in  the  southwest.   For  this  reason  the  majority  of  the  planning 
effort  for  this  project  has  been  spent  on  the  fully  depressed  rail/ 
transit  profile.   This  profile  was  considered  the  only  viable  alterna- 
tive that  would  satisfy  the  transportation  objectives  and  provide 
the  beneficial  effects  to  the  surrounding  areas.   Unfortunately,  late 
in  the  process  it  was  assumed  by  some  that  the  costs  associated  with 
building  the  fully  depressed  scheme,  which  involved  costly  construction 
below  the  existing  ground  water  table,  were  excessive,  and  possibly 
not  cost  effective  from  a  transportation  point  of  view  in  the  eyes  of 
the  funding  agency,  UMTA.   The  modified  depressed  scheme  was  then 
hastily  developed  to  avoid  costly  ground  water  interference  by  only 
partially  depressing  the  rail/transit  alignment.   This  scheme  necessi- 


tated  severe  topographical  changes  such  as  raising  the  elevation  of 
most  of  the  local  streets  crossing  the  rail/transit  alignment.   Little 
time  was  left  in  the  tight  schedule  of  the  project  to  properly  present 
the  modified  scheme  to  the  working  committee  of  local  agencies  and 
community  participants.   As  a  result  the  solicitation  of  the  commit- 
tee's comments  and  the  resolution  of  major  problems  in  the  scheme 
could  not  be  accomplished  in  time  for  final  inclusion  in  the  EIA. 
document.   We  are  told,  however,  that  the  modified  scheme  represents 
the  worst  case,  that  is,  the  highest  profile  the  rail/transit  would 
take  on,  and  that  at  problem  locations  the  profile  would  be  lowered 
by  an  appropriate  amount  to  reduce  the  need  for  extensive  retaining 
walls  and  to  ease  the  detrimental  impacts  on  the  surrounding  areas. 
We  have  now  reached  a  point  where  much  more  detailed  engineering  data 
on  the  exact  ground  water  elevations  and  the  existing  subsurface  soil 
conditions  as  well  as  the  requirements  of  existing  and  proposed  de- 
velopment must  be  gathered  before  design  decisions  and  detailed  cost 
estimates  can  be  made  for  .alternatives  at  the  critical  locations  along 
the  alignment.   The  modified  depressed  alternative,  as  now  presented, 
is  deficient  in  a  niomber  of  critical  locations  and  requires  major 
adjustment  to  lower  the  profile  before  being  acceptable.   We  believe 
that  the  depression  must  be  tailored  in  the  engineering  process  to 
both  reduce  cost  to  acceptable  levels  and  be  functionally  and  en- 
vironmentally sound. 
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The  following  is  a  brief  description  of  those  critical  locations 
along  the  modified  depressed  alternative  that  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  has  identified  as  requiring  major  adjustment  in  the  rail/ 
transit  profile: 

McBride  Street  -  Williams  Street  Area  -  The  modified  depressed 
alternative  as  shown  severely  impacts  present  city  plans  for 
conversion  of  the  present  Boston  Gas  building  and  the  surrounding 
property  into  a  new  Southwest  II  High  School.   Presently  proposed 
profiles  on  both  McBride  and  Williams  Streets  would,  require  ex- 
tensive retaining  walls  or  viaduct  sections  that  would  divide 
the  school  from  the  atheletic  facilities  as  well  as  present  im- 
possible problems  to  general  access  and  servicing  for  the 
school.   Proposed  grade  changes  would  also  severely  impact  the 
neighboring  residential  community  to  the  west  of  the  alignment. 

Green  Street  Area 

This  area  exhibits  the  highest  ground  water  elevations 
along  the  rail/transit  alignment.   Lowering  of  the  profile  in 
this  general  area  is  required  to  avoid  impacting  the  existing 
Johnson  Playground  to  the  west. 

Jackson  Square  Area 

Proposed  profile  elevations  in  this  area  should  be  lowered 
to  eliminate  the  detrimental  effects  to  the  existing  Bromley 
Heath  Housing  Project  and  the  associated  Albert  Street  playgound 


area.   Present  profiles  would  result  in  the  necessity  of  large 
retaining  walls  adjacent  to  several  existing  buildings-  and  would 
cause  difficult  grade  transitions  for  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  playground  area  over  the  proposed  transit  station.  ' 

Ruqqles  Street  -  Mission  Hill  Extension  Area 

A  lowering  of  the  r^il/transit  profile  is  absolutely  necessa: 

in  this  area.   If  the  modified  scheme  were  constructed  as  proposet 

the  resulting  vertical  alignment  at  existing  intersecting  streets 

would  be  intolerable.   The  proposed  large  transit  station  and  the 

proposed  open  space  decking  at  the  housing  project  would  present 

as  much  of  a  visual  barrier  as  the  present  railroad  enbanlonent . 
Additionally,  there  are  a  number  of  locations  which  require  minor 

adjustments  in  lowering  the. profile  in  order  to  be  acceptable. 

By  accepting ^fhe  general  profile  adjustments'  just~out lined 

as  the  absolute  minimum  alterations  required  of.  the  modified 

depressed  scheme,  I  feel  that  the  objectives  of  the  transportatio; 

improvements  will  not  be  compromised  and  we  will  be  well  on  the 

way  to  eliminating  many  of  the  detrimental  impacts  that  would 

I 
have  been  presented  to  those  abutting  the  rail/transit  corridor. 

Innovation  and  careful  attention  to  detail  will  be  required  in 
the  development  of  the  final  engineering  plans  and  the  implementa- 
tion of  this  massive  project  so  that  a  cost  effective  solution 
may  be  achieved. 


Conclusion  . 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  regards  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Environmental  Impact  Analysis  to  be  comprehensive  and  fundamentally 
sound.   We  have  shown  our  strong  desire  to  assist  in  the  implementation 
of  needed  improvements  both  in  transportation  and  development  in  the 
corridor  by  offering  to  undertake  the  final  design  work  for  the  cross-  • 
town  arterial  street.   Although  the  cross-town  street  may  be  the  first 
visual  improvement  in  the  corridor,  surely  by  continuing  the  cooperative 
spirit  shov^?n  during  the  drafting  of  this  docximent  we  will  be  able  to  go 
beyond  determining  if  the  proposed  facilities  meet  established  environ- 
mental standards.   The  question  all  concerned  parties  should  now  turn 
to  is  how  can  this  basic  plan  be  implemented  to  contribute ■ to  the  impro 
ment  of  life  of  all  those  who  live  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  and  also 
adequately  serve  regional  objectives.   The  BRA,  as  the  City ' s  planning 
and  renewal  agency,  expects  to  participate  fully  in  all  phases  of  the 
design  and  construction  of  transportation  facilities  and  development  of 
land  uses  to  meet  these  objectives. 


WARD  19  CIVIC  CLUB 


660  CENTRE  STREET 
JAAAAICA  PLAIN,  MASS.  02130 

THOMAS    J.    HUGHES,    JR. 
PRESIDENT 


July  9,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
500  Arborway 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro 

As  long-time  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  actively  involved  in  the 
affairs  of  our  community,  the  members  of  the  Ward  19  Civic  Club  firmly 
endorse  the  construction  of  a  depressed  rapid-transit  and  railroad 
line  with  an  arterial  street  as  far  as  Forest  Hills.   We  believe  the 
benefits  of  this  project,  in  reducing  traffic  congestion,  noise,  and 
safety  hazards  on  our  streets,  improving  public  transportation,  in- 
creasing property  values,  and  in  eliminating  such  urban  monstrosities 
as  the  elevated  structure  and  the  filthy  railroad  embankment  clearly 
justify  the  cost. 

We  are  completely  opposed  to  any  plan  that  will  have  the  present 
land  vacant  and  desolated  or  any  scheme  that  would  make  it  available 
for  industry  or  in-fill  housing.   The  time  has  come  to  rebuild  Jamaica 
Plain  the  right  way,  with   semi-depressed  transit,  the  railroad,  and 
an  arterial  street. 


Sincerely,  p. 


}t 


THOMAS  J  i/ HUGHES 

PRESIDENT, 

Ward  19  Civic  Club 


TJH/kr 


irc!a  tlie   rciiii  Ce:ai:rcii   ali^j-iizeiit .      I   an  opea.rin^   o.:  beiiali    oi;   t.ie   Lit... 
.uotolph/  ooutli  End  Task  Force, 

"Slie   3u.   Dotolpli/  Sout:!  i]nd  Taslc  i'orce   repreoei^its    foi.r   ii'iiev    city 
iioishborhoods   or   ove_'   5,000  people   living  v/iuliin  a  dense   one  iialf  nile 
ct'^eecli   01    tiie   ali£>rinent   from  -oac:c  Bay   station  to   Carter  pield. 
Our  Taslc  -^'oi-ce   originated   in  tlie   Pall   of   1975 »  '^'•■'e  uiidertoolc  zi\   ex- 
tensive   investigation  of  hov;  noise   and  frecj.ueucy   of   the   proposed 
transit   line  aligned   in  the   Peim  Central   r-o-v;  serving  Aiatraic  and 
CoEunuter  ^^il  v.-ould   affect   our   cGrjniaiit.y .      "^oday  v/e  v/ish  to   chare 
v/ith  you  who  we   are,    oujt  nany   issues   and   their  satisfacto3?ureGoli;- 
tion,    as   expressed   in  cur  support   of  the   project. 

Our  underlying   concern  v;as   to   preserve   the   Quality   of  life  wnich 
v/e   feel  i.ial-zes   our   comr.iunity  very   special,      V/e   are   a  diverse   society 
of  families   and   individuals,    old   aiid  yoiung,    la.boi\rer.;S   a.nd  profes- 
sionals,   generation   of  South  Snders   grov/iiig  up   on  .the    sane  bloclc  G.nd 
of  nev7   corners,    of  "Blacks,  17hites,    Spanish,    Orientals,    Indians    in  a 
balance   tnat   allov/s    our   children  to   v;alk  to    school,      '-^ur  varing   life 
styles    suggests   the    spectnm   of   reasons   to   be   attr;-.cted  to   the    con- 

nunity   though  many    come    Si-vo.   nos'c    stay  beceaise    of   t.-is    unioue    social 

I 
fabric . 

Por  yea.rs  v;e  have  v/orked — at  tines  s'i:ru;,£led — towards  a  beL-T:er 

quality  of  life,   ?riv?-te  invesLnent,  State  and  Federal  pro."tyai-,is  ccuplec 

v;ith  citiaen  pa.rticipation  have  reversed  the  tide  of  housin--  de- 

teriorati;:-n,  have  tvjied  eupty  lots  into  green  space,  have  provided 

for  s 0 evil' it V  and  privacy,   -^ut,  as  you  :.:ignt  Sc.y  to  a  guest  ontcrhig 

n::.ve  visions  of  that  not  yet  built.   To  unaerc-oand  our  c;.noGr'-s  we 


anl:  yoa  -to  loci:  beyond  \/-ha-c  no;/  exist g  :,.r.;,.  realii^o  our  luiTui.- "  _l^^cL 
{jOcls.   The  Deeiaint^ly  abandoned  lots  abutting  tnc  r-o-v/,  once  ooc- 
quality  liouain^-  nov;  denolished,  reproGenoS  ^)roaiL;e  lvoo..  ^nouioe  I'or 
low  and  noderate  incone  housing.  Me   need  build  tnese  nui-.credG  of 
hoiising  ujiits  to  complete  our  community.   The  fine  pa.rlc  abuttin^  the 
r-o-v; — dedicated  just  last  month — is  in  constant  use,  \je   need  to 
have  healthy  and  safe  usage  of  it.   And  too,  \re   have  ^zopes  for 
continued  rehabilitation  of  the  existing  housing  stocic. 

And  v/e  ask  you  to  realize  ^that  our  p-;.st  efforts  ha.ve  provided 
opportunities  for  housing,  transportation,  open  space  and  other 
services  in  relationship  v:ith  each  other  and  other  cormunities.  At 
a  rainimun,  v;e  expect  that  plaiining  being  carried  out  ..y  the  Ltcte 
and  supported  by  the  Pede:.al  governnent  v/ill  respect  the  past  public 
and  private  invesTiiient  and  ovjr   local  intentions  to  conplete  o\,u"  plan- 
ning goals  • 

Our  task  force  felt  that  800  trains  per  day,  an  increased  fre- 
quency of  10  tines  toda^^s  traffic,  said  transportation  could  be 
built  but  in  co^lict  v;ith  our  goal's.   The  noise  v/oiild  preclude  fed- 
eral and  State  financing  on  the  parcels  abutting  the  r-o-v; — that 
says 'no  vacancy' to  lov;  and  moderate  incone  households,  private  investnen 
v/ould  not  be  considered  prudent,  open  space  not  healthy c  I-Ioreover, 
the  visual  continuity  of  our  historic  setting  v;culd  be  disrupted. 

Because  v/e  v/ished  to  support  the  pro;ject  \;e  developed  standards 
v/hereby  transportation  needed  by  other  coiiiinuni-cies  could  be  a.ligned 
through  our  neighborhoods  v.-ithout  serious  environr.iental  inpact . 
A.Lthough  1  hnov/  Ai^itrah  by  the  vibration  in  :.;y  throat  anu  Ch  by  its 
clic'.;  clach,  1  ca.-'not  separate  v;ut  any  one  ■:.u.n"ticul;-..r  noi:;.o  fron 
■J--'.,  entire  h.ijf.ct ,   It  is  but  ^-.c  c::viroiL  .cnt  v/i^.i:,.  v;;_ic;..  \;o  live 
:  .nd  one  oi'Vironnent  \/i\;h  v/:;.ic_;  \:o   feel  yo,.  sh...  .  lo  jg  c^::cc:.'ned .   In 


jeiiei-al  \/o   feel    i-i;    ec^entc^l    -'u'.i:x-G   rovic'./   oi    -^..i    0----^-c   Li^  c-    .•     .      ■•• 
co-.tiluervVo-- ,/:n  ;.:.n  c.lroacl--   du-irjacted   r-o-v;.      D:^ociric;'.ll;,    our    Ll.:;vc;j      --c 
;.'.G   ioIIo'./e:    :.iinii.'.uTi   of   takiiif/c  ,    :-.oisc   :-ot   to    iL-'Goi-fc-r   cr :ivj--:j:  j  :  o^' 
outside   at   tr'.e  ncarect   reside. _ce;    vibratiou  to   \je  as    closo   to    In— 
^perceptible   as   possible;    designs   to   be   ccnpatiblo  v;ith   cur  arciitec- 
tual  heritage   and  the    small   sca.le   of  our   -.omcs   ai'-d  neighborhood - 
security   and  privacy  of   the   residents  to  be  naintained;    and  the 
entire   system  to   be   designed   ccr.plete   in  s-ndoi    itself,    so  that 
its    success    in  meeting  our  stcurdards   do  not   rely  u_.on  e;-:tensivo 
naintenance   or  design  of   equipnent.      Our  standards  v/ere  neet. 

Thus  v;e  support   the   relocation  of  the   Grange  Line  given 
that    (1)    our  cciu-.i-.nit;>'    is   providcu  v/ith'adeq.uate   environmental  pro- 
tection.     The  project    description   in  the    Capital  Grtuit — given  four 
chojiges  which  v/iEll  be    explained — clji©s    just    that,      It   resolves   the 
noise   fron  Bach  Bay   station  to  Ilass,   Ave,    bv   coverin^-  tlie    --^-o— v;  v;itb 
a  structure,      s^i/   \:>e-xnr^  no  nigxier   tnan  Z  feet  uhes.  viev/ed  from  the 
street   this   structure  v;ill  crnifom  viith  the   small  scale   of  the 
houses,      -by  providing  adeq.uate   lajrtscaping,    xroy.— sgrrtTs^r^   fences,    bricl: 
facing  as   v/ell  as    other  materials   and  amenities   to  make    it   visually 
pleasing   and    com:;ranity  acceptable    it   v/ill   conform  \/ith'  our  architc^ctur; 
heritage   and  v;ill  vi|^ally  enlicaice   the   streets   aoutting   the   r-o-v/. 
the  noise   from  the   trains   and   turnpike   in  the   nGi.;nborhood  abutting 
the   3ac]c  Bay   station  v/ill  be   treated  v.-it:i  acoustic  baffles   to   ac- 
hieve   a   iioioo   level   lov/er  t)ian  v/hat   2iov;   ex.'..st"s.      It    sec.as    on_ly   rea- 
r;o:i.able   fox-  us   to    s2s^6rtre34; ' ^tet^ci  ac.ustical   protocti.on   instead   of   oocii- 

.:.ngC      ili     ■U..C     n  n-rn    ■  .,  >vf^^ — y>»i  - 1  '-     n  -•     -l-lrir^— .(^„..-  ;■,-!--;- ■.t-'I,, — C^;, ■  j-iyrf  ^^  f  Or      'uhC      .1  O.llO'.h  . '.   ,"      u  .  ir  J  O 

locationo :    from  Bach  Bay  static:   to   Yarmo..:bh   ot ,    Brv^m  ^.Ibeo.T.iarle 

-/n .    to   hasG.    Ave.    station  and  v/herever  v/indov/s    intoi'soct   v;it  :    g-'C 

,,  .    -.       .      -  i'--' 

cjvcor,       x"G    ic    ""uO'oally  una.cce2)'j:-.ole   "jo  m.ve  -ii^^jxi-L  noice    leans    i; .   sucn 


a  v/ell   pla-Jied   design.      Acceptable  noioe    cojitrols    can   oe  \-io-x.-lzQd   out 
in   the    deGign  piiaae, 

V/G   support   the    relocation  given  tliat    (2)    ta!;ing   of   lane   alon'- 
the   East    side   of   the    r-o-v;   is   no   ..;oi"e   "uhan  the   four  feet   doci'iiented 
in  the    C.  pital  Grant   and  xiie   8  i5rfi=ia^^  lihev/ise   docuiiented,     l/o   renain 
a  little    sore   about    losing  any  housing   and   expect   relocation  assistance 
and   compensation  to   be   generous. 

Me   support    the    relocation  given  that    (3)    future   design   of   the 
cover,    stations   and   arterial   streets   are    in  agreement   v;ith  the    coia- 
raunity.      To   this    end  v/e  \-rlll   be    submitting   in  v/riting   a  ."jei:iora:idujn 
outlining  v/hat  v/e   fkiel   is  3,dequatc   citizen  participation. 

Me   support   the   relocation  given  that    (4)    our  houes   ai*«— k^?*?^© 

are   not   adversly  affected  by   construction  or   operaiiont-'of  the 

Orange^liine ,      She   forth   item  wliich  v/e   request   to  be   iiifeisaS**   in  the 

Capital   G-ant    is   a  pre-construction  survey  o 3"  buildings   abutting  the 

r-o-v/  and   buildings    structurally  attached   to   the   abutters. 

Me   support   the    relocation  ^f/p/L^/^f^/^.  given  that    (5)    good 

in   a  t.  j: 
dov;ntov/n  conniecting  high  -capacity  replacement    service    is   built/// 
manner   on 

V/ashington  St.    and   our   existing   Green- Line   hrborv/a^.-  service    is  mai:.T- 

tained   and   appropriately   improved c 

Throughout   the   Public  ncaring  many  individuals   from   cur   c...i;.. unity 
thu'c  have    collectively   srjent   tjiousands   of  ....o-.-.rs   a. .ulycing   tnis    "oro- 
ject  v/ill    come   and   speak  on  the   varied  v;ays   that   tlie   proposed,   tran- 
sit  v/ill   affect    our   lives   2-,-  hours   a   day.      For  your   coiivenie:ico   in 
collaboration  our   soctiori  1   au   submitting  tne   list   of   individ.uals . 
Observe  v/uo   v/e    I'.i-e    -^lx-.   ^,ou  '/ill   see    the    vcr^/  special    co:m.:i'.nity   v/o 
represent;    listen    uc   vz-ut   v/e    so   strongl;/   believe    in  and   ,o.--  v/ill 
co:;iore'iend   our    .:ecas,    oi'.r   g^^als    our  rational  foj'    t.ie   standards    es- 
tablished  and   v;hy  ^/e    cnthusiasticaj.ly   s,:._jort    juo    ro-locauio^.   o-    >■■    '       J 


TO:  Anthony  Pangaro 

FROM:      Fenway  Project  Area   Coiranittee 
DAT?;:       July    15,    1976 

RE:  FenPAC   Statement    for    the   Orange 

Line   Relocation  Public  Hearing 


Fenway  Project  Area  Committee 


1 ' 


The  Fenway  Project  Area  Committee  supports  the  proposed  Orange  Line 
Relocation  project,  but  only  under  the  following  conditions: 

1.  The  project  must  include  an  adequate  acoustical  cover,  either 
temporary  or  permanent,  on  both  sides  of  the  intersection  of  the  project 
and  Massachusetts  Avenue  in  the  Fenway.   The  Environmental  Impact 
Analysis  currently  shows  these  areas  uncovered,  thus  generating  severe 
environmental  impacts  on  four  adjacent  urban  renewal  parcels. 

parcel  5  and  Parcel  7  directly  abut  the  proposed  project.   According 
to  the  current  Fenway  renewal  plan,  they  will  accommodate  approximately 
150  units  of  mixed  income  housing  to  replace  housing  units  already  de- 
molished by  past  renewal  activities.   Construction  of  the  proposed 
project  without  adequate  cover  would  effectively  render  these  parcels 
undevelopable  for  their  intended  purpose. 

Parcels  5  and  9  are_  adjacent  to  6  and  7.   Four  hundred  units  of  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  are  scheduled  for  these  parcels  with  construction 
to  begin  in  the  fall.   Lack  of  an  adequate  cover  would  seriously  compro- 
mise the  environment  of  future  elderly  tenants. 

2.  FenPAC  must  be  directly  involved  with  the  design  and  design  approval 
process  of  both  the  proposed  Mass.  Ave.  and  the  Ruggles  St.  stations 

as  well  as  other  elements  accessory  to  the  line  in  the  Fenway  area. 

With  respect  to  the  Mass.  Ave,  station: 

The  station  must  be  compatible  with  both  the  character  and  structural 

stability  of  the  surrounding  buildings. 

The  MBTA  should  make  provision  for  joint  development  of  the  air  rights 
at  and  near  the  station. 


FenPAC  would  also  like  to  have  more  documentation  of  the  consequences 
of  the  so-called  "piston  effect"  at  the  station  platforms  and  what 
'    feasible  steps  may  be  taken  to  counter  it  after  the  construction  of 
an  acoustical  cover  at  the  Mass.  Ave.  intersection. 


'Anthony  Pangaro  -2-  July  15,  1976 


With  respect  to  the  Ruggles  St.  station; 

Station  design  must  incorporate  adequate  bus  loading  and  unloading 
space  and  more  passenger  walk-in  corridors.   According  to  statistics 
given  by  the  EIA,  55%  of  the  station's  users  will  arrive  by  bus,  25% 
on  foot,  and  15%  by  auto.   FenPAC  questions  whether  the  current  station 
schematic  design  reflects  these  statistical  proportions. 

Station  designs  should  also  include  provisions  for  a  future  connection 
with  the  circumferential  transit  system  that  has  been  proposed  for  the 
Ruggles  Street  corridor. 

3.  FenPAC  supports  construction  of  the  proposed  arterial  street  from 
Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Square  as  a  necessary  element  in  the  city's 
arterial  street  system.   FenPAC  has  long  fought  traffic  incursions 
into  residential  and  parkland  area,  but  has  come  to  realize  that  until 
a  workable  arterial  pattern  exists,  Boston's  neighborhood  streets 
will  continue  to  suffer  inappropriate  traffic  loads  and  the  City's 
famous  Emerald  Necklace  park  system  will  continue  to  deteriorate. 

In  order  to  prevent  through  traffic  from  filtering  through  Forest 
Hills  neighborhoods  to  reach  the  proposed  arterial,  FenPAC  asks  that 
the  feasibility  of  a  direct  link  from  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Parkway  to  the  proposed  arterial  be  seriously  investigated. 

The  EIA  statement  must  include  daily  traffic  volume  charts  for  all 
parkways  and  major  streets  in  the  Fenway  for  both  the  no  build  and  the 
build  alternatives  on  the  Jackson  Square/Forest  Hills  arterial. 

4.  FenPAC  should  participate  in  the  planning  for  all  construction 
sequencing  that  would  affect  the  Fenway  area.   Specifically,  construc- 
tion of  the  Mass.  Ave.  station  must  not  completely  block  traffic 
circulation  on  the  avenue  at  any  time.   Spoil  removal  must  be  done  by 
railroad  hauling.   The  use  of  trucks  to  haul  500,000  to  3,000,000  Bef^uMi<-< 
yds.  of  this  material  through  the  Fenway  neighborhood  would  be  totally 
unacceptable . 

5.  Under  no  circumstances  does  the  Fenway  community  want  the  reloca- 
tion and  redesign  of  Ruggles  St.  to  create  an  "ad  hoc"  vehicular  inner 
belt  with  increased  traffic  flow  through  the  Fens  area. 


Robert  Walsh 
Deborah  Fawcett 
Janet  Hunkel 


July  16,1  -176 

'"  r,'  tie  in:  ■''rrbei-'t  Jnr'.'-n.--r  of  the  Roxbury  ''■'■altl-Service  Center 
T  ,-,  ^  '"Dr.,^,  of  '-'nnint  -Idvocefcy , Hous j.ng  Rnd  Director  of  the  Trp.oh 
"o-;.i'v;-:-.[     F'-rr!. 

7'^rr  lere    lo   w^Lfj    you   ^•v^-re    0/    tie   ute    of   property  without 
pe-^nl  ■  :^l"r     ■■'T-    r^ny    re^--'-r"^    Lo    ■^'.e    'ri'e^^n    ^'.nd    the    rdoed    insult    ,?nd 
d.'.::r;?^,';ect   for   the   pe;:)pl3  vho   live    in   tbo    :ii'oi.      Some    of   these 
viol  ■•"^:^^ ..  ■  ■■■    ■""■';-,'.    l''.^     ■;'.;;    T^-;!".  tjIh,^: 

1  .    Driyivi-  of    '-v^z}-'   -ii'-:':   to   pl-nygrouds,    lioraes,    !\nd  Businesses, 
"     '     J  t  c  . 

Z.    Utilii'-i^   pv^  - '■    for   tr-^risf erring   stations   for   duinpsters 
-nd    -^thor    Tr-'sh. 

3.       J."  3  "'"■■":;;;    '0.,;-    'rildi-i^s    h-'if   x-ny    '^'nd    ;^oiri^^    fron    1     '  o';T"-^'?':3 
before    conplstion    fC;l:ese    j^re    dr.ngerous    to   our   children  But   also   cshs 
l\r^  z::Vd.3 ,    encnnn^ge   P.rt    infestptions   and  dess-^.s©. 

l[,      Lr^avlrg   of   Abandon   Automobles; wakes   fin©  housing   of  rats 
to    apresd    desesse. 

All   of    these    things   happen   beer-use    of  no   l?.w  enforcement   of  City 
ordinances   Stste   and   Federal   Codes   and  all   other   rules   and  regulations. 
These    l^w  enforoeroent   Inspectors  -    '     get   paid  each   and   every  week 
to  Rx-aoute    tbesa .  d-uoies  uthrit   pre    supose,   to  be   Fulfilled. 


/ 

t 


/^(5x    Ma      o^Ic^l) 


Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center's  position  on  the  ;?outhv;est  Corridor 
Project  (Public  Hearing,  July  15,  1976). 


The  Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center  (R^'SC)  has  always  supported  what  it 
has  determined  to  be  beneficial  prograirs  to  the  Roxbury /North  Dorchester 
community.   The  Southwest  Corridor  Transportation  Project  is  one  such 
program.   As  a  member  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  (SV'CC)  ,  and 
participant  on  the  working  coirjnittee  of  the  Southi>?est  Corridor  Develop- 
ment Coordinator,  the  agency  has  had  an  opportunity  to  both  observe 
and  comment  on  the  ideas   and  plans  which  have  emerged  in  this  planning 
effort. 

As  a  result  of  our  experiences,  we  have  developed  the  foliating  positions 
on  seven  (7)  key  issues.         * 

We  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  endorsement  of  SWCC  specifically: 

A.  A  full  depression  of  all  tracks  through  the 
Southwest  Corridor  in  Roxbury  and  Jamaica 
Plain. 

B.  No  four-lane  arterial  street  through  Jamaica 
Plain  from  Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Square. 

C.  Support  of  the  Contractors  Association  of 
Boston,  which  seeks  a  set-side  of  thirty 
percent  (30%)  of  the  dollar  value  of  contracts 
let  in  the  corridor  for  minority  contractors 
with  community  screening  of  positions  created 
within  the  IIBTA  to  implement  this  demand. 

D.  Support  the  position  of  the  Community  Task 
Force  on  Construction  that  fifty  percent  (501) 
of  the  jobs  on  the  project  in  this  minority 
comiTiunity,  and  thirty  percent  (30%)  of  the  jobs 
on  the  remainder  of  the  project  in  the  city, 
trade  by  trade,  should  go  to  construction 
workers  of  color;  further,  that  fifty  percent 

(50%)  of  the  jobs  in  the  white  area  of  the 
project  should  to  to  residents  of  those 
communities. 
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E.  A  new  memorandioin  of  understanding  be  signed 
to  strengthen  community  participation  in 
the  remaining  planning  effort  \-/ith  community 
sign-off  on  new  land  disposition  decisions. 

RMSC  further  recommends  that,  to  ensure  a  comprehensive  development 
effort: 

F.  Engineering  and  design  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor  be  done  with  consideration  given 
to  maximizing  the  number  of  alternative 
design  possibilities  of  the -replacement 
service  which  will  impact  the  South  End, 
Roxbury /North  Dorchester  and  the  Mattapan 
Square  area  of  Boston. 

G.  The  same  job  and  contract  requirements 
endorsed  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project 
be  applied  to  the  Replacement  Service  Pro- 
ject. 

H.   Community  participation  be  maximized  in 
the  planning  of  the  Replacement  Service 
Project  to  guarantee  a  total  community 
perspective  for  the  overall  transportation 
efforts  in  the  areas  impacted. 

RMSC  has  been  delighted  in  seeing  the  cooperative  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Governor's  office  through  the  Southwest  Corridor  Developrient  Co- 
ordinators, the  MBTA,  Secretary  of  Transportation,  Federal  agencies, 
local  organizations  and  the  involved  communities  of  Boston,   ^?e  antici- 
pate that  with  adoption  of  the  above  recommendations  this  project  and 
related  projects  (Replacement  Service)  will  improve  the  quality  of  life 
of  all  the  residents  of  this  region  of  the  state. 

Alpha   L.    Howze,    Jr. 

Director  of   Coniinunity   Development 

Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center 


TO  THE  OFFICIALS  PRESIDING  AT  THE  MBTA  AND  MDPW  PUBLIC  HEARING 
I   ON  THE  CAPITAL  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  RELOCATING  THE  ORANGE  LINE. 

Sir: 

My  name  is  Hugh  D.  Jones.   Back  in  September  the  commuter  rail  riders 
of  the  communities  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  learned  that  the  MBTA  and 
Secretary  of  Transportation  Salvucci  had  plans  for  the  train  system  that 
did  not  include  the  users  of  that  system. 

Not  only  did  it  fail  to  include  us,  but  the  proposed  plan  would 
practically  kill  the  whole  commuter  rail  concept  while  four  million 
dollars  and  five  to  seven  years  were  wasted  tearing  down  the  rail 
embankment  for  depression.   In  addition,  the  Needham  line  would  be 
lost  for  that  time  with  no  guarantee  that  it  would  be  restored  as 
commuter  rail. 

Had  it  not  been  for  a  few  who  started  the  ball  of  opposition 
'   rolling  —  the  100%  backing  of  the  passengers,  some  lawmakers  and 
businesses  —  this  plan  would  have  been  shoved  down  our  throats. 
The  passengers  have  said  NO  to  the  closing  of  the  Back  Bay  Station 
stop,  demolition  of  the  main  line  and  termination  of  the  Needham 
commuter  rail  service. 

They  have  seen  the  system  shortened  so  that  it  is  now  but  a 
small  portion  of  what  it  used  to  be.   They  have  seen  stations  turned 
into  hang-outs,  dumps  and  open  toilets,  rolling  stock  neglected, 
filthy,  unlit,  unheated  and  unreliable  cars,  tracks  so  unsafe  that 
competitive  speed  is  impossible  on  most  lines.   So  what  happens? 
The  MBTA  comes  to  the  "rescue"  and  the  system  decays  further  even 
though  the  number  of  passengers  increases. 

While  the  "T"  spends  millions  on  its  rapid  transit  lines  it 
is  unable  to  make  the  system  work  properly,  it  is  losing  riders,  it 
does  little  or  nothing  for  the  rail  system  that  shows  promise  for 
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areas  it  serves.   Everyone  calls  for  balanced  transportation,  but 
it  seems  at  the  expense  of  rail  commuter  service. 

The  passengers  and  towns  served  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  are 
overwhelmingly  against  this  waste  of  money  and  time  and  feel  that 
the  present  system  could  be  improved  for  much  less  money,  disruption 
and  time  by  updating  the  present  embankment  for  both  rail  and  rapid 
transit,  not  tearing  it  down! 

A  balanced  transportation  system  is  one  that  serves  all  with 
fairness  to  all  not  just  one  segment. 


D.  JONES 
6  Hayes  Road 
Roslindale,  Mass.  02131 


Lena  Park  Community  Development  Corporation 

150  American  Legion  Highway,  Dorchester,  Mass.  02124,  Telephone  288-4900 


Patrick  F.  Jones,  Jr. 
President 

Mrs.  Laura  B.  Morris 
Chairperson 

Mrs.  Madeline  Murray 
1st  Vice  Chairperson 

Harmus  Fortune 
2nd  Vice  Chairperson 

Mark  Goode 
Treasurer 

Mrs.  Margaret  Neville 
Assistant  Treasurer 

Rev.  Clyde  Miller 
Secretary 

Stanley  Goldsboro 
Assistant  Secretary 

Father  Shawn  Sheehan 
Honorary  Chairman 

Richard  Roye 
Honorary  Chairman 


Reaching  out  and  touching 


Monday 
7th  of  June,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
Development  Coordinator 
Southwest  Corridor  Development 
8  Asticou  Road 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

We  at  Lena  Park  are  very  encouraged  by  the  progress 
made  toward  development  of  the  Southwest  Corridor. 
Congratulations  are  due  for  the  tremendous  efforts  in- 
volved in  facilitating  an  effective  community  partici- 
pation process.   Your  dedication  to  that  end  has  served 
to  make  the  Southwest  Corridor  planning  one  of  the  most 
open  community  planning  efforts  I  have  seen,  and  I 
thank  you  for  the  opportunities  afforded  the  Lena  Park 
community. 

As  you  know,  we  feel  the  planned  reconstruction  of  the 
Orange  Line  is  essential  to  efficient  transit  in  our 
area.   The  'modified  depressed'  proposal  for  recon- 
struction is  best  suited  to  preserving  and  enhancing 
the  environment  of  our  community,  and  I  would  stress 
that  the  planned  Southwest  Corridor  development  has 
our  full  support  in  the  'modified  depressed'  form. 


m 
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Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro  -  2  - 


I  wish  you  every  success  in  obtaining  funding  and  look 
forward  to  the  better  transit  services  your  project 
will  provide. 

Sind^rely,        ~~-\         ^ 


&6tr/i/ck  F.    Jones  ^-<Ir.  i^ 

President/Executive  Director 


PFJ/b 


Joseph  W.  Joyce 
242  Hyde  Park  Ave 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


Member  of  Sheet  Metal  Workers  Local  #17,  216  Tremont  St,  Boston,  MA, 
Training  Director. 

I  would  appreciate  being  recorded  in  favor  of  the  S.W.  Corridor  Concept 
regarding  Transit  and  Arterial  Street. 


Charlotte  Kahn 
227  Northampton  St 
South  End 


I  am  an  elected  SEPAC  representative  from  Lower  Roxbury.  I  would  like  to  add 
to  SEPAC  testimony  the  deep  opposition  of  the  Lower  Roxbury  community 
to  the  proposed  arterial  street  south  of  Jackson  Square. 

Our  community  is  already  somewhat  of  an  island  due  to  the  heavy  traffic  on 
Mass.  Ave  on  our  side  and  the  wasteland  created  by  the  clearance  of  land 
for  the  Southwest  Corridor  on  the  other.  The  arterial  route  will  do 
absolutely  nothing  for  the  people  of  Lower  Roxbury.  It  will  enable  even 
more  people  to  come  in  from  the  suburbs  to  absorb  the  jobs  we  need  so 
badly.  It  will  encourage  even  more  of  the  fast-moving  traffic  that  has 
already  sent  so  many  of  the  local  children  to  the  emergency  room  of  Boston 
City  Hospital.  It  will  further  deteriorate  the  quality  of  the  air  we  breathe, 
isolate  us  even  more^from  our  neighbors  in  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain  and  the 
South  End,  and  desti^  our  hopes  for  productive  and  imaginative  use  of  the 
vacant  land  within  and  around  our  community. 

We  would  like  to  see  absolutely  optimal  use  of  the  new  Orange  Line  system, 
but  truly  optimal  use  of  mass  transit  precludes  the  simulantous  and  costly 
construction  of  an  arterial  route  to  Forest  Hills.  Rather,  we  hope  to  see 
this  vacant  land  used  as  a  bridge  between  the  South  End,  Jamaica  Plain,  and 
Roxbury  in  the  cooperative  development  of  park  and  garden  space,  industrial 
and  commercial  development,  and  any  other  uses  we  as  communities  deem  worthwhile 
for  the  long-term  benefit  of  our  people. 


Associated  General  Contractors  of  Massachusetts 

220   BOYLSTON    STREET    CHESTNUT   HILL.   MASS.  02167  617/964-1800 


MBTA's  Capital  Grant  Application 
South  Cove   to  Forest  Hills  Relocation 
Public  Hearing  June  22,    1976 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS:     The  strength  and  stability  of  an  economy  are  intertwined 
with  its  regional  transportation  system,   and 

The  economy  of  the  entire  New  England  area  is  in  a  state 
of  severe  economic  recession,   and 

The  Southwest  Corridor  represents  120  acres  of  land,    cleared 
ten  years   ago  for  the  now  abandoned  Interstate  1-95  highway 
project,  which  remains  a  blighted  wasteland  almost  in  the 
heart  of  Boston,   and 

The  Southwest  Corridor  development  program  has  undergone 
extensive  planning,  with  community  participation,    for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Orange  Line  and  the  main-line  railroad 
system  from  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills ,  and 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority,   in  cooperation 
with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Transportation,  has 
developed  a  $392  million  capital  grant  application  for  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Project,   South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills 
relocation,   and 

The  Southwest  Corridor  passes  through  economically  depressed 
neighborhoods  and  its  development  is  an  essential  element  in 
rebuilding  the  economy  of  this  area  of  Boston;  now  therefore 
be  it 


RESOLVED:      That   the  Board  of  Directors   of  the  Associated  General 

Contractors  of  Massachusetts,  meeting  June  9,   1976,   urges 
the  Urban  Mass  Transit   administration  of   the  Department 
of  Transportation   to   grant   the  application   for   federal 
assistance  dated  May  1,    1976,    as   filed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Transportation  Authority. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  CONSTRUCTION  ADVANCEMENT  PROGRAM 
220  Boylston  Street  ■  Chestnut  Hill  •  Massachusetts  02167  •  617/964-0808 


RESOLUTION 


MBTA's   Capital  Grant  Application 
South  Cove   to  Forest  Hills  Relocation 
Public  Hearing  June  22,    1976 


WHEREAS:      The  economy  of  New  England  is   in   a  severe   economic   recession,    and 

The  strength  and  stability  of   this   economy   are   intertwined  with   its 
regional   transportation   system,    and 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority,    in   cooperation  with 
the  Massachusetts   Department  of  Transportation,   has   developed  a 
$392   million   capital  grant   application   for   the   Southwest   Corridor 
Project,    South  Cove   to  Forest  Hills   relocation,   and 

The  Southwest  Corridor  -  including  120  acres  of  land,  cleared  ten 
years  ago  for  the  now  abandoned  Interstate  1-95  highway  project  - 
remains   a  blighted  wasteland  almost   in   the  heart  of  Boston,    and 

The   Southwest   Corridor   development  program  has   undergone  extensive 
planning,   with   community  participation,    for   the   reconstruction  of 
the  Orange  Line  and   the  main-line   railroad  system  from  South  Cove 
to   Forest  Hills,    and 

The  Southwest  Corridor  passes  through  economically  depressed 
neighborhoods  and  its  development  is  an  essential  element  in 
rebuilding   the  economy  of   this   area  of  Boston;   now   therefore  be   it 

RESOLVED:      That    the  Board  of  Trustees  of   the  Massachusetts    Construction 

Advancement  Program,   meeting  Jtme  9,    1976,   urges   the  Urban  Mass 
Transit  Administration  of   the   Department  of  Transportation   to   grant 
the   application   for  federal   assistance   dated  May   1,    1976,    as   filed 
by   the  Massachusetts  Bay  Triinsportation  Authority. 


Note:      This    resolution  was    unanimously   adopted  by   the  Board  of   Trustees   of 

the   Massachusetts    Construction  Advancement  Program,   meeting  June   9,    1976. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  CONSTRUCTION  ADVANCEMENT  PROGRAM 
220  Boylston  Street  •  Chestnut  Hill  ■  Massachusetts  02167  ■  617/964-0808 


June   11,    1976 


TO:       All  MCAP  Contributors 

SUBJECT:   Market  Development  -  support  needed  for  MBTA's  Capital  Grant 
Application  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  South  Cove 
to  Forest  Hills  Relocation 


One  of  MCAP's  most  important  purposes  is  market  development. 
MCAP  has  worked  to  advance  the  Park  Plaza  and  Mission  Hill  projects  in 
Boston,  and  to  remove  building  height  restrictions  in  Quincy,  among 
other  efforts.   I  am  writing  you  to  enlist  your  support  in  advancing 
another  construction  project  which  is  in  danger  of  going  by  the  boards. 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA)  has 
made  a  capital  grant  application  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  project 
Involving  relocation  of  approximately  five  miles  of  the  Orange  Line 
from  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills.   This  $392  million  project  is  the 
result  of  several  years  of  study  with  much  community  input. 

Although  this  project  itself  will  not  directly  affect  many 
MCAP  contributors,  it  will  indirectly  stimulate  building  construction 
all  along  the  now  abandoned  Interstate  1-95  highway  project.   Today, 
this  expanse  remains  a  blighted  wasteland  almost  in  the  heart  of 
Boston. 
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The  Department  of  Transportation  has  funds  available  under  the 
Urban  Mass.  Transportation  Administration  through  the  Interstate  Trans- 
fer Provision  of  the  Federal  Aid  Highway  Act  to  assist  in  financing  such 
projects.   There  are  many  funds  applications  from  other  various  areas 
of  the  country;  therefore,  a  community  must  show  overwhelming  support 
for  the  project  for  serious  consideration  by  the  federal  government. 

A  public  hearing  to  allow  community  input  has  been  scheduled 
for  Tuesday,  June  22  at  the  State  Diagnostic  Laboratory,  305  South  Street, 
in  Jamaica  Plain  from  1:00  p.m.  until  11:00  p.m.,  with  a  break  from  5:30 
to  7  p.m.  for  dinner.   If  you  would  like  time  to  speak  at  the  hearing, 
please  call  617/522-6071  or  617/523-3410. 

You  may  be  unable  to  attend  the  hearing.   It  would  be  helpful, 
then,  if  you  would  write  a  letter  supporting  the  project  to  Anthony 
Pangaro,  Development  Coordinator,  Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project, 
Executive  Department,  8  Asticou  Road,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02130. 

This  important  project  will  be  a  major  transit  development 
from  Boston  southward,  ease  the  burden  on  the  traffic-clogged  Southeast 
Expressway,  encourage  industrial  and  commercial  development  in  the 
adjoining  cleared  lands,  and  improve  the  environmental  quality  and  eco- 
nomic vitality  of  the  neighborhoods  through  which  it  passes. 

Please  act  now. 


kh 


FqIAx   J.  ConZl,    Chairman 
Board  of  Trustees 


52  Pinedale  Road 
Roslindale,  MA     02131 
June  18,  1976 


Mr.  Andiony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

Soutliwest  Corridor  Site  Office 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts     02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  am  writing  regarding  the  proposed  Transporation  Improvements  Project, 
which  includes  an  arterial  street,  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  and  Railroad 
Improvements.    As  a  resident  of  Roslindale  whose  property  abuts  die 
Southwest  Corridor,   I  feel  that  a  project  which  would  improve  mass 
transportation  and  redevelop  tlie  Corridor  would  be  very  worthwhile, 
especially  if  it  would  not  unduly  disrupt  the  existing  neighborhoods. 
However,   I  do  have  reservations  about  die  arterial  street  extending 
to  Forest  Hills. 

Sincerely, 


Margaret  R.  Kane 


^. 
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Anthony  Tincjo-TO  3 

P 
Southwest   Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

8  Asticou  Road  to 

Boston   ,   Mass.   02130  ^ 


GEIIBRAL^     COMTTETTTS 

I  am  a  homeo-wner  in  the  St.    Botolph  St.   neighborhood, a  St,    Botolph  St, 
Citizens  Committee  representative  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  Working 
Committee, and  a  member  of  the  St,    Botolph  St./Soxlth  End  Joint  task  force 
on  the  Southwest  Corridor, 

All   support  I  express  for  the  project  must   be  conditional,    I   shall   try- 
to  be  explicit   as  to  what  those   conditions  are.   Conceptually,    the  Souths 
vest  Corridor  can  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  community.   It   can  create 
jobs, development  opportunities, and  improved  mass  transit  for  interurban, 
suburban  and  urban  travelers.   The   job  opportunities, however, should  give 
strong  preference  to  the  residents  of  the  communities  through  which  the 
Corridor  passes; the  development   should  assure  communitj'  sign-off  on  new- 
land  disposition; and  improved  transit  in  the  Corridor  should  be  depressed 
sTifficiently  to   remove   the   embankment  barrier  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roxbury, 
and  not   create   a  new  barrier  in  the  South  End  and  St.    Botolph  neighborhoods. 

My  most  explicit   comments, and  conditions, apply  to   the  rail   corridor  as  it 
passes  through  the  St.    Botolph/south  End  neighborhoods.    Because   the  St. 
Botolph/south  End  area  directly  abuts  the  Corridor, they  are  neighborhoods 
which, perhaps  less  for  the   advanta'jes  the  project   can  bring  and  more  for 
the  present  disadvantages  of  the   Corridor, look  forward  to   change.   The  noise 
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levels  as  measured  on  Cumberland  St.    were   the  highest   along  the   entire  CorridoT. 
While   apparently  the  darasige  done  to   a  Btruotuxe   by  vibration  has  never  been 
Calibrated, vibration  is  presently  noticeable    in  buildings  more  than  50  feet 
from  the  tracks.   E.P.A.   readings  taken  on  Blackwood  St.    confirm  this  fact. 
Air  polution  is  such  that  I  must  be  treated  for  chronic  eye  irritation 
since  I  have  moved  within  two  houses  of  the  tracks.   We  also   suffer  at  the 
hands  of  the   suburbs.   The  ITeedhara  Heights  line  twice  daily  runs  an  enpty  train  of 
diesels,budliners,and  passenger  cars  through  our  neighborhoods.   The  ostensible 
reason  for  this  subsidized  commuter  line's  use  of  extra  fuel   is  that   the  diesels 
idling  in  ITeodhaa  Heights  polute   the  air.    So   the   trains  which  serve  only 
suburban  commuters  are  brought   back  into   Boston  to  park  and  polute  the  air. 
This  waste  of    city  and  state   tax  dollars  would  not   be  nearly  as   aggravating 
to  the  neighborhoods  through  which  it  passes  if  it  were  not  one  of  the  heaviest 
(at  least  three  diesels, 13  passenger  cars  and  t-wo  budliners)and  noisiest 
trains  to  travel   through  the  Corridor.   The  rail   alignment  used  by  the  lleediam 
Heights  line  is  seriously  deteriorated- and, as  it  runs  only  four  feet  from 
the  buildings  in  the  St,    Botolph  neighborhood, the  dangers  of  derailment   and 
vibration  damage  are  considerable.    It  is  with  the   solutions  to  these  grievences 
that  we  look  forward  to   changes  in  the  Southwest  Corridor, 

Obviously  the  neighborhoods  of  St.    Botolph  and  the  South  End  require  and, 
therefore, would  support  improvements  in  the.  rail   corridor.  This  support 
must  be   conditional, however.  The  condition  is   that   an  acoustical   deck  be 
placed  over  the  r.o.w. , without  interruption, from  Back  Bay  Station  to  Mass. 
Ave.   Station.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  assuring  that  the  deck  runs  below 
the   frist  floor  window  sills  of  the  buildings  it  will   abut   in  the  St, 
Botolph  Sto    neighborhood.   Without  obstructing  windows  the  deck  indeed  can 
be  uninterrupted. and, in  that  way  only, achieve  the  community  noise  levels 
recommended  in  the   Environmental  Impact  Analysiso 

The  objective  of  a  solid  deck  at  first  floor  window  sill  level   is  admit- 
tedly not  an  easy  accomplishment  but  one, for  many  reasons   ,we  feel  our 
neighborhoods  warrant.   The  two  following  reasons  were  omitted  from  the 
Capital  Grant  Application,  The  St.    Botolph  St«    neighborhood  is  well  on 
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its  way  to   fulfilling  the  requirements  necessary  to    be  placed  on  the 
National  Historic  Register,    We  hope   to, therefore, cain  the   justifiable 
recognition  the   South  End  has  already  recieved, forming  an  unbroken  historic 
district   through  which  the   rail   corridor  will  pass.    Another  omission  is  the 
failure  to  mention  the  Massachusetts  Housing  and  Finance  Agency's  St, 
Botolph  St,   Development  which  directly  abuts  the  tracks  at   the   end  of 
Abemarle     St.   This  rehabilitated  development, which  is  comprised  of  130  units, 
has  line  units  with  windows  directly  on  the   tracks.   The   rents  of   all   130 
units  are, in  part, paid  by  the  Federal   236  Program, the  Rent  Supplement 
Program, or  both, 

I  would  like  to   be  reasonably  specific  for  a  moment; not   only  because   I  feel 
a  solid  deck  below  first  floor  window  levels  warrants   specificity, but  also 
because  I  feel   the  E.I, A.   protrays  the  process  of  depressing  the   tracks 
through  the  South  End  and  St.    Botolph  as   being  a  proposition  more   costly 
and  more   ambitious  than  it  need  be.    By  so   doing  the  H.I. A.    suggests  a 
posture  foreign  to   the  one  we  have   taken  when  working  with  the  Southwest 
Corridor  Coordinator's  office.    We  have   continually  struck   compromises  and 
attempted  to  pursue   solutions  which  were   both  technically  a-nd  fiscally 
responsible.  What   I  am  about  to   suggest  is  loyal  to   that  commitment.   The 
E.I.  A. (Vol.11     fig.  IV- 68  b)  shows  two   silternative   cross  sections  for  depressirg 
the   r.o.w.    through  St.    Botolph  and  the   South  End.   One   alternative  would 
depress  the  r.o.w.   in  a  step  pattern  2-5  feet(the  C.G.A.says  2-6  feet):   the 
transit   2  feet   and  the  railroad  5  feet.   Despite  what   the  graphics   show, this 
depression  would  reauire   a  wall   2^  feet  up  on;5   foot  windows-   on  the  St, 
Botolph  side   and  an  8^  foot  wall  on  the  South  End  side.  The  other  cross 
section  in  the   same  figure  in  Vol. 11, while  not  labeled, shows  a  9  foot 
depression  of   both  the  transit   and  the   rail   line.   This  9  foot   depression 
has  an  accompanying  text(Vol.l     4»5» 6.l)which  spends  five  paragraphs  on  how 
a  slurry  wall  would  be   built   to   accommodate   such  a  depression.   The   cost  of 
a  slurry  wall   and  the  potential   danger  to   abutting  St.    Botolph  buildings 
during  its  construction  is  enoiigh  to   discourage  public  officals  and  private 
citizens  alike.   What  we  are   siiggesting  is  a  compromiset  a.  cut  that  would  not 
depress  the   r.o.w.    9  feet   but  rather  one   that   would  run  just   below  the  first 
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floor  windovfs  of  the  St,    Botolph   buildin,'';s,  annure   a  solid  cover,  and 
achieve   tolerable  noise  levels  in  both  the   3t,    Botolph  and  South  End 
neighborhoods. 

I  refer  to   the   cross   section  on  page  6    to   illustrate   the   comproniise 
depression,    I  have   taken  actuaJ.  measurements  from  the  rail    bed  to    adjoining 
elevations   and  believe   them   all   to    be   accurate  vithin  inches.   The  following 
discussion  assumes  three   conditionsi (l)that   an  8   inch, light   acoustical 
deck  will   be  used  over  the   tracks,  ( 2)  that   the  17 '-9"    clearance   required   'ry 
the  railroad  is  a  firm  figure(l  have    oeen  assured   that   this  is  true),rnd(3) 
that   the  MBTA  using  third  rail( something  I   have   also   been  told  is  likely  to 
happen) requires  a  clearance  of  15 '-0",    Referring  to   the   cross   section, the 
transit  depression  at   Cumberland  St. , allowing  belovr  iri-ndow  clearance, irould 
be   2>h'    while  the   railroad  depression  would  be    Sg-' ,   This  would  leave   a  flat 
deck   and  a  7'    wall  on  the  South  End  side  of  the  tracks.    Because   the   tracks 
climb  in  eleva.tion  while   the   buildings  do   not, the  depression  required  north 
of  Cumberland   St,    would  be  less  deep  while  the  maximum  depression  would  be   to 
the   south  of  Cumberland, at  Abemarlc  St., where   the   transit  irould  have   to   be 
depressed  4-^-'    and  the  railroad  7-h-*  .    Because   this  depression  might   require 
a  shollow  cut   into   the  water  table, Michael  Jolliffe,a  structural   engineer 
from  the  St,    Botolph  neighborhood, has   suggested  several    construction 
alternatives  which  are  far  less  expensive   and  will  potentially  cause  less 
structural   damage  than  the   slurry  wall.    We   are   anxious  to  work  out   the 
details  of  these   alternatives  with  the    consultant   chosen  for  the  final 
design  and  engineering. 

Long   range   there   is  hope   that   the   acoustical    deck   can   be   developed    into   a 
space   for   community  use.    It   is, therefore, important   that   the    cover  be 
uninterrupted  and  that   it   be   level    across   its  entire   span.   This  objective 
ties  the  fate  of   the  South  ^jid  and  St.    Botolph  together.   Por  the   South  End, 
and  particularly  for  the   buildings  which  face   the  wall  on  Clarenont  St., a 
deck   support   wall  which  is  as  low  as  possible   is  most  desirable.   The   7' 
wall   wG   are  proposing  would  obviously  raise  I'foot  for  each  foot   the 
depression  is   sacraficed.   On  the    St    Botolph  St.    side, a  solid  cover  with 
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BJiythlng  less  than  the  proposed  depression  v/ould  require   either  a  shrink.i^^e 
of  the  window  size  or  windows  which  are   placed  in  wells.    Chrin{;in(^  the  window 
treatment   in  the   above  manner  for  the  12   buildin^^s  v;hich  have  windows 
facing  the   tracks(ten  of  which  have   already  been  rehabilitated) is  undesirable 
for  the  residents  of  those  units  because  potential  maintenance, vandalism  and 
and  future  useproblenB  coinoident  with  the   creation  of  a  deck  can  only  be 
exacerbated  by  solutions  which  lower  windows  or  decrease   their  size. 

Finally, there   are   two  larger  issues  which  concern  the   entire   comniunity.    At 
least  5  of  the  12  biiildings  on  the   r.o.w.    are   too  long(more  than   60')to 
be  rehabilitated,  using  front   and  rear  windows  only.   Interior  rooms  exsist 
in  these  buildings  which  rely  solely  on  windows  that  face  the   tracks.   To 
alter  these  windows   so  as  to   shrink  the   size  of  apartments  which  rely  on 
these  interior  rooms, or  to   change  these   apartments  to  non-residential 
uses  on  short, all  residential   streets  would  both  have  a  deteriorating  effect 
on  the  properties  themselves  and  begin  a  cycle  of  deterioration  in  the 
neighborhood.   Host   importantly, St   Botolph  and  the   South  End  realized  early 
in  the  process  that   a  tunnel    solution, which  would  have  finally  united  the 
two   communities, was  too  expensive.   Vfe  did  not  press  for  that   solution.    It 
is  our  hope, however, that  the  walls, and  therefore  the   cover, will    be  kept   as 
low  as  possible   so  we  may  have   a  visual   connection  if  not   an  actual  one. 

In  closing, I  would  like  to    stress  that  our  conditional    support  for  the 
Southwest   '"Torriior  project   does  not  indicate  thait  we    are   assuming  a 
posture  of  non-cooperation.   Over  the  past  years  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Coordinator's  office  has  worked  very  hard  to  include   interested  citizens 
in  the  planning  and  the  environment   analysis  of  this  project.   We  look 
forward  to   continuing  the  dialogue   as  we  work  together  to   address  these 
concerns  .and  seek  their  solution. 
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There   io   a  laclc  of   coordination   junoun,':   the  voliuncB  of   tli.'   Enviroiiraentrii 
Impact   Analysic(VolG.    I, II, III) an  well    as   botweon   the   Analysis   and   the 
Capital   Grant   Application.   The   follouinfj  points  of   conflict  or  disclarity 
were  found j 

Volume  I  of  III 

Sections  4.4.2  and  4.4.2.2 

A-'' torna"Gives  SC-1  and  Sf^-2  ir.  this  voluj-e  call  for  little  or  no  grade 
change  while  Volume  Il('"ig.IV-683)  shows  both  a  2-5  foot  and  a  9  foot 
depression  of  the  tracks.  ?he  C.O.A.  calls  for  a  2-6  foot  depression 
of  the  r.o.w. 

Section  4.5.6 

This   section    •    "Depressed  and  Covered  Rail/Transit   in  the   South  End", 
refers  to  Pigs.IV-100   and  IV-101   in  Volume   II.   These  figures   are 
not   in  Volume   II. 

Section  5.2.2.1 

In  this   section  all    construction  details  for  Contract  #l(line 
segment-South  Cove  to   Camden  St.) are  given,   Hot   included  in  these 
details  is  the   suggested  acoustical  deck  as  described  in  the  c.C.A. 

Volume  II  of  III 
Figure  IV-74 

The  proposed  flass.    Ave.    Station  design  does  not   include   an  underpass 
connecting  the   north  side  of  Mass.    Ave  with  the   station  to   the    south. 
This  underpass  is  called  for  in  the  C.G.A.    As  the  South  End  and  St, 
Botolph  neighborhoods  lie  north  of  Mass.    Ave,, it  was   the   request,  of 
these  neighborhoods  that    an  underpass, designed   for   sai"e  pedestrian 
use, be   constructed  at  'lass  Aveo    to   facilitate   the  use  of  the    station. 

Capital  Grant  Application 

The  C.G.A. -refers  to  parcels  laid  2(Fig.IV-63  in  Vol.11  of  E.I.  A.)  as 
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boinc  potential  joint  development  sites.  Hovrever, parcel  //6  of  the 
Fenway  Urban  Heneiral  Area(  refer  to  T^if:.r;-63:the  parcel  boardcred  hy 
the  r.o.w. ,JIas3.  Ave., and  St.  Botolph  St.)is  not  recommended  for  such 
treatment.  This  urban  renewal  parcel, which  boarders  the  r.o.w.  and  in 
across  from  the  proposed  Mass.  Ave.  Station, is  presently  without  a 
BUggeetei   use  or  developer  interest.  Parcel  #6, and  the  adjoining:  ai,r 
rights  parcel  over  the  r.o.w. , could  be  combined  with  the  joint  development 
of  parcel  #2  or  could  be  developed  as  a  separate  entity,  but  in  ord-^r 
to  attract  interest  must  be  developed  in  tandem  with  the  changes  in 
the  Southvrest  Corridor. 

Omissions  in  the  Capital  Grant  Application  may  require  a  revised  request 
for  additional  ftinding.  The  omissions  were  found  to  be  the  follo\T±ngt 

The  Completion  of  the  Acoustical  Deck* 

The  deck  must  be  completed  in  some  form  from  Back  Bay  Station  to 
Yarmouth  St,  and  from  Abemarle  St.  to  Mass,  Ave.  Station.  Without 
covering  these  sections, the  concentration  of  noise  and  air  polution 
at  these  two  opening  woiild  not  only  detrimentally  effect  the  environnental 
quality  of  the  surrounding  neighborhoods  but  would  also  likely  deter 
any  interest  in  air  rights  development.  If  the  decking  placed  on  these 
sections  is  inadequate  to  support  future  air  rights  construction, then 
it  should  be  of  a  temporary  nature, allowing  for  change  and  materials  of 
greater  strength  at  a  future  time. 

The  Inspection  and  Claiming  of  Construction  Damage  : 

Verbally, we  have  been  assured  that  there  is  a  time  honored  MHTA  inspection 
and  damage  claim  process.  Tfe  have  never  seen  this  in  writin,^, however, and 
therefore  are  submitting  our  inder standing  for  the  record.  We  have  been 
told  that  before  construction  commences  the  KBTA  will  take  interior  and 
exterior  photographs  of  all  buildings  abutting  the  tracks, continuing  up 
each  street  as  far  as  party  walls  exsist.  If, during  construction, a  claim 
of  damage  is  made, further  photographs  are   taken  and  compared  with  the 
pre— construction  photos.  In  the  past,  damage  claims  have  usually  been 
settled  out  of  court. 

Sincerely, 

Bill  Karg 


TO  THE  OFFICIALS  PRESIDING  AT  THE  MBTA  AND  MDPW  PUBLIC  HEARING 
ON  THE  CAPITAL  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  RELOCATING  THE  ORANGE  LINE. 

Sir: 

My  name  is  Kendrigan.   I  am  an  attorney.   I  present  herewith  a 

statement  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  which 

has  been  signed  by  over  two  thousand,  four  hundred  passengers 

who  travel  on  the  trains  in  the  Southwest  Corridor.   I  will 

read   it  to  you: 

"Honorable  Michael  S.  Dukakis 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Sir: 

We  wish  to  keep  all  of  the  train  service  we  now  have.   We 
register  here  our  opposition  to  any  plan  which  will  deprive 
us,  temporarily  or  permanently,  of  train  service  as  it  now 
exists  in  the  Southwest  Corridor." 

These  passengers  who  travel  on  the  trains  in  the  Southwest 

Corridor  have  worked  hard  in  the  past  ten  months  in  their  efforts 

to  bring  to  the  attention  of  their  elected  representatives  and 

government  officials,  whose  salaries  they  pay,  that  they  want  to 

retain  all  of  the  train  service  they  now  have.   They  wish,  they 

demand,  as  taxpaying  citizens,  that  the  service  they  have  on  the 

trains  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  be  retained. 

I  will  state  very  briefly  the  efforts  that  the  passengers  have  made  to 
retain  their  train  service.   In  September  of  1975  over  2,000  people  signed 
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a  petition  addressed  to  Mr.  Peter  Stowell  at  Urban  Mass.  Transportation 
Administration  opposing  the  proposal  to  shut  down  service  to  the  Back 
Bay  Station.   The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  State  House  and  Con- 
gressional representatives  were  advised  of  this  petition.   Another  batch 
of  signatures  numbering  close  to  1,000  were  obtained  on  the  Needham  line 
registering  a  protest  against  a  proposal  to  close  down  that  line  complete- 
ly for  a  period  of  5  to  7  years.   Elected  representatives  were  advised 
of  that  petition.   On  December  10  when  the  passengers  were  advised  that 
a  bill  was  coming  up  for  a  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  many  of  them  called  their  elected  representa- 
tives to  ask  them  to  vote  for  the  bill  which  would  preserve  service  as 
it  now  exists  at  the  Back  Bay  Station.   Their  efforts  were  successful. 
The  Transportation  Bill  with  the  Amendment  which  preserves  service  as 
it  now  exists  to  the  Back  Bay  Station  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature 
and  was  signed  into  law  by  the  Governor  on  January  6,  1975.   This  amend- 
ment is  Section  18  of  the  Transporation  Bill. 

Many,  many  of  the  train  passengers  have  attended  meetings  held  over  the 
past  8  months  by  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coordinator.   These  meetings 
sought  to  present  to  the  passengers  the  reasons  why  that  office  felt 
that  the  service  presently  in  existence  should  be  curtailed.   These 
meetings  have  failed  to  convince  the  passengers  that  what  they  have 
should  be  taken  away  and  something  that  they  do  not  want  substituted 
for  it. 
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It  has  been  difficult,  very  difficult,  for  the  passengers  to  make  them- 
selves heard.   On  December  18,  1976  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall 
in  Norwood,  Massachusetts  at  which  many  people  sought  to  be  heard  without 
success.   However,  a  promise  was  made  that  at  future  meetings  people  would 
be  able  to  present  their  thoughts  and  ideas  on  the  subject  of  closing  down 
the  Back  Bay  Station  and  closing  down  the  Needham  line  branch  completely. 
That  promise  has  never  really  been  fulfilled.   Many  obstacles  have  been 
placed  in  the  way  of  the  efforts  of  the  passengers  to  be  heard.   When  a 
meeting  was  scheduled  for  January  22,  1975  in  Sharon  the  office  of  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Coordinator  posted  erroneous  directions  in  the  Back  Bay 
and  South  Stations.   In  May  a  meeting  was  held  at  a  location  in  West  Roxbury 
with  no  parking  facilities  so  that  people  had  to  use  street  parking  and 
I  many  of  them  had  to  walk  over  a  mile  to  reach  the  meeting.   That  meeting 
was  at  the  Shaw  School  on  May  12,  1976.   But  it  was  at  that  meeting  that 
the  train  passengers  decided  that  their  efforts  to  be  heard  had  been 
frustrated  too  long.   When  they  were  told  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting 
that  there  would  be  no  discussion  of  train  service  in  the  Southwest 
Corridor,  they  rebelled  and  demanded  that  they  be  allowed  to  speak.   The 
Daily  Transcript  Newspaper  of  May  13,  1976  reported  that  MBTA  Chairman, 
Robert  Kiley  indicated  at  the  outset  of  the  meeting  that  all  discussion 
of  the  controversial  300  million  dollar  construction  project  would  be 
held  later  in  June.   The  Transcript  went  on  to  report  that  the  people 
attending  the  meeting  convinced  Kiley  to   "open  things  up".    The  Boston 
Herald  of  May  13,  1976  reported  that  300  people  attended  that  May  12, 
197°  meeting.   Many  of  them  spoke  eloquently  and  earnestly  of  their 
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wish  to  retain  all  the  train  service  they  now  have.   The  MBTA  has  never 
made  any  real  effort  to  inform  the  train  passengers  of  the  plans  it  has 
for  divesting  them  of  the  train  service  they  now  have  nor  has  it  fulfilled 
its  obligation  to  keep  them  advised  of  their  right  to  be  heard.   The  MBTA 
did  not  post  notices  in  either  the  Back  Bay  or  South  Stations  about  the 
Public  Hearing  scheduled  for  June  22  nor  did  it  post  notices  when  that 
meeting  was  cancelled.   Notices  were  posted,  but  by  the  passengers,  not 
by  the  MBTA.   And  it  was  only  after  the  passengers  posted  notices  of  this 
meeting  today  that  the  MBTA  finally  exerted  itself  to  put  notices  up  in  the 
stations  one  week  after  the  passengers  had  done  so. 

In  addition  to  the  many  obstacles  the  passengers  have  faced  in  trying  to  be 
heard  over  the  past  months  they  have  witnessed  the  inefficiency  of  the  people 
in  charge  of  what  is  called  the  job  of  "coordinating"  the  plans  for  recon- 
struction of  the  Southwest  Corridor  and,  indeed,  they  have  been  subjected  to 
verbal  abuse  by  the  development  coordinator.   This  gentleman  is  quoted  in  the 
Boston  Herald  Advertiser  of  April  25,  1976  as  stating  that  one  of  the  problems 
is  that  there  is  paranoia  among  some  rail  riders.   So  far  as  the  passengers 
can  determine  the  development  coordinator  does  not  have  the  appropriate 
credentials  for  reaching  a  determination  that  some  of  the  passengers  are 
suffering  from  a  chronic  mental  disorder. 

Nor  does  the  coordinator  appear  to  have  appropriate  credentials  for  the  job 
he  has  been  assigned  to  do  on  the  payroll  of  the  MBTA.   He  is  quoted  in 
the  same  article  in  the  Herald  Advertiser  as  saying  that  service  as  it 
now  exists  on  the  Needham  line  does  not  operate  between  11  A.M.  and 
3  P.M.  on  weekdays  or  outbound  after  7  P.M.   Since  railroad  timetables 
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are  available  free  of  charge  the  passengers  were  astonished  to 
learn  that  the  co-ordinator  does  not  know  that  there  are  trains 
which  run  between  Needham  and  Boston  between  11  A.M.  and  3  P.M. 
and  after  7  P.M.   The  co-ordinator  is  also  quoted  as  stating  that 
"as  for  the  Back  Bay  Station  we  need  literally  to  take  it  away  and 
build  a  new  one."   The  passengers  who  use  the  Back  Bay  Station  are 
utterly  bewildered  by  that  remark  since  thousands  of  dollars  have 
been  spent  in  the  last  few  months  in  completely  refurbishing  that 
station.   Will  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  projected  as 
the  cost  of  re-locating  the  Orange  Line  be  spent  in  like  manner  — 
building  something,  only  to  tear  it  down  a  few  months  later? 


One  final  and  very  important  observation.   Senator  Edward  W.  Brooke 
and  Congressman  John  Joseph  Moakley  have  indicated  a  wish  to  be  kept 
advised  and  they  have  been  kept  advised  of  all  of  the  activities  of 
the  passengers  on  the  trains  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  over  the  last 
ten  months  in  trying  to  retain  and  improve  all  of  the  train  service 
they  now  have . 


^lO^^^ 


G.M.  KENDRIGAN 
Attorriey 


P.O.  Box  #3 
Islington  Station 
Westwood,  Mass.  02090 


Forest  Hills  Public  Improvement  Committee 

20  Woodlavvn  Street 
Forest  Hills,  Massachusetts  02130  •  // 


EUGENE    F.    KIELY,    JR. 
PRESIDENT 


July  11,  1976 

Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro  iVJi   V^ 

500  Arborway  J        a>"^     ^ 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  /  ,9 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

No  other  conim-unity  in  Jamaica  Plain  will  receive  a 
greater  impact  from  the  rebuilding  of  the  Southwest  Corridor 
than  the  Forest  Hills  area.   The  demolition  of  the  elevated 
structure,  the  construction  of  a  major,  new  train,  bus,  and 
streetcar  terminal,  the  re-routing  of  streets,  and  the  in- 
stallation of  new  parking  facilities  will  all  have  a  most 
direct  effect  upon  our  daily  lives. 

Unfortunately,  until  now,  the  people  of  the  Forest 
Hills  section  of  Jamaica  Plain  have  had  little  to  say  about 
the  future  of  their  community.   Instead  outside  groups  and 
so-called  community  organizers  have  received  the  greatest 
amount  of  attention  from  the  media  and  the  government.   The 
members  of  the  Forest  Hills  Public  Improvement  Committee 
representing  the  homeowners  and  life-long  residents  of  our  area, 
insist  that  in  a  matter  of  such  importance,  the  people  should 
be  heard.   We  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  our 
neighborhood  and  our  community  to  construct  the  Orange  Line 
and  railroad  to  Forest  Hills,  with  a  greenbelt  parkway.   This 
project,  when  completed,  would  afford  the  people  of  Forest 
Hills  area  excellent  public  transportation  and  easy  automobile 
access  to  downtown  Boston.   It  would  replace  a  noisy  eyesore  with 
a  modern  station  complex.   Finally,  it  would  provide  a  long- 
needed  facelift  to  the  entire  area,  improving  the  quality  of 
our  community  and  the  value  of  our  homes.   We  are  strongly 
opposed  to  the  expansion  of  the  oil  tank  storage  areas  in 
Forest  Hills. 

The  Forest  Hills  Public  Improvement  Committee  fully 
endorses  the  rail  transit  project  with  a  parkway  to  Forest  Hills. 

Sincerely, 


Eugene  F.  Kiely,  Jr. 
President 
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Area  Civic  Association 

192  AMORY  STREET 

JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MASSACHUSETTS  02130  y^ 


Froncit  J.  Killeen,  Pratident  ^    -. 


July  14,  1975 


Hearings  Officer 

Southwest  Corridor 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain  Ma   02130 

To ; whom  it  may  concern: 

We  wish  to  inform  you  that  the  members  of  the  A-B-C-D  Civic 
Association,  consisting  of  life-long  homeowners  and  residents  in  a 
section  of  Jamaica  Plain  directly  affected  by  traffic  noise ,  and 
urban  blight  in  the  Southwest  Corridor,  are  in  full  support  of  the 
plans  to  construct  a  new  Orange  Line,  Amtrack  railroad,  and  greenbelt 
parkway  in  the  corridor  to  Forest  Hills. 

By  reducing  cars  on  Amory  St. , demolishing  the  railroad  embankment, 
providing  better  rapid  transit  service,  improvingsafety,  cutting  down 
on  noise,  increasing  property  values,  beautifing  our  community  with 
a  green-belt,  this  necessary  and  long  overdue  proposal  will  make  our 
neighborhood  safer,  quieter,  and  more  attractive  to  live  in. 

The  alternative  to  this  plan,  which  calls  for  industrial  development  and 
in-fill  housing  would  be  a  crime  against  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain, 
with  disasterous  effects  on  our  neighborhood.  In  the  past,  the  only 
voice  heard  from  Jamaica  Plain  was  that  of  a  small,  vocal,  highly 
organized  minority  of  extremists.  It  is  about  time  that  the  true  voices 
of  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain  be  heard.  We  urge  the  completion 
of  a  new  M.B.T.A.   and  railroad  line  with  a  parkway  to  Forest  Hills. 


Sincerely, 


Francis  J.  Killeen,  President 
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TESTIMONY  OFFERED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER  (SJPCHC)  AT  THE  FEDERAL  HEARING,  JULY  15, 
1976,  ON  RELOCATION  OF  THE  MBTA  ORANGE  LINE  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
AN  ARTERIAL  STREET  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

For  reasons  of  individual  and  public  health,  the  Committee 
of  the  Southern  Jamaica  Plan  Community  Health  Center  (SJPCHC) 
strongly  supports  construction  of  a  completely  depressed  em- 
bankment and  a  relocated,  modernized  Orange  Line.   We  are  strongly 
opposed  to  the  construction  in  any  form  of  an  Arterial  Street 
within  Jamaica  Plan  for  these  same  reasons.   We  do  recognize 
that  the  depressed  embankment  alternative  appears  at  this  time 
to  be  the  single  most  expensive  alternative  in  the  short  run 
presently  being  considered  for  the  combined  relocated  Orange 
Line,  commuter  rail,  and  Penn  Central  railservices .   Nevertheless, 
in  the  long  run  we  believe  that  the  public  health  benefits  at 
stake  substantially  outweigh  short-run  economic  disincentives. 
We  feel  certain  these  long-term  health  and  personal  safety  bene- 
fits will  more  than  compensate  for  the  apparent  additional  cos- 
of  this  no-road  alternative. 

The  issues  we  addressed  in  developing  our  positions  rela- 
tive to  the  relocated  Orange  Line  and  the  Arterial  Street  were 
four:   (1)  air  pollution,  (2)  noise  pollution,  (3)  personal 
safety,  and  (4)  community  mental  health. 

1.   Air  Pollution 

We  believe  that  several  readily  identifiable  trends: 
e.g.,  an  increasing  population,  increases  in  energy  consump- 
tion, limitations  in  the  availability  as  well  as  the  supply 


of  fuel,  the  fiscal  limitations  weighing  on  all  levels  of  government; 

require  us  to  take  the  strongest  possible  measures  to  limit  our 

negative  impact  on  the  environment,  particularly  on  the  quality 

of  the  air  we  breath.   We  believe  mass  transportation  to  be  an 

important  partial  solution  to  improving  our  public  health  by 

limiting  air  pollution.   It  is  undeniably  more  efficient 

and  cleaner   than  the  automobile.   We  feel  that  if  a  fast, 

clean,  efficient,  and  convenient  mass  transit  system  were  available, 

ridership  would  undoubtedly  increase.   A  mass  transit/no  road 

alternative  comes  closest  to  limiting  air  pollution  to  present 

levels. 

2 .   Noise  Pollution 

We  believe  that  the  proposed  concentration  of  mass  transit/ 
commuter  rail/long  distance  rail  and  vehicular  traffic  in  one 
transportation  corridor  is  likely  to  generate  a  concomitant  in- 
crease in  already  high  corridor  noise  levels  which  can  be  mini- 
mized, but  not  strictly  limited  by  the  proposed  noise  attenuation 
devices.   The  fully  depressed  Orange  Line/No  Arterial  Street  in 
Jamaica  Plain  Alternative  optimizes  our  possibility  of  limiting 
this  significant  environmental  impact.   We  consider  this  a  vital 
priority  in  a  largely  residential  community  having  an  inordinately 
large  number  of  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  and  other  extended- 
care  facilities.   Construction  noise  in  any  of  the  alternative 
proposals  will  be  high,  and  the  depressed  embankment  alternative 
is  likely  to  generate  the  most  noise  in  its  construction.   V7e  :- 
consider  this  undesirable,  but  feel  that  since  the  final  result 
is  a  quieter,  cleaner,  and  more  psychologically  attractive 
transportation  system,  its  long-run  health  benefits  exceed  these 
short-run  liabilities. 
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3.  Personal  Safety 

Jamaica  Plain  contains  a  highly  diversified  population, 
an  attribute  we  consider  to  be  very  desirable  and  worth  working 
to  sustain.   Significant  proportions  of  that  populations  are 
either  young  (below  legal  driving  age)  or  elderly.   For  all 
ages,  but  for  these  two  groups  in  particular,  an  Arterial  Street, 
1.8  miles  in  length  with  approximately  eight  or  nine  signalized 
crossings,  would  be  a  fundamental  safety  hazard.   We  prefer 
alternative  land  uses  within  this  transportation  corridor, 
uses  that  would  not  only  be  safer,  but  would  also  serve  all  age 
groups  in  our  community  more  comprehensively. 

4 .  Community  Mental  Health 

Psychologists,  therapists,  counselors,  etc.,  talk 
frequently  of  an  individual's  self-image  and  its  relationship 
to  a  vital,  well-adjusted  personality  and  lifestyle.   We  feel 
this  analogy  can  .be  extended  with  equal  validity  and  strength 
to  a  community's  self-image  as  well.   What  happens  in  the 
Southwest  Corridor,  we  believe,  is  going  to  have  an  undeniable, 
tremendous,  and  very  permanent  effect  on  what  Jamaica  Plain's 
residents  think  and  feel  not  only  about  their  community  but 
about  themselves  as  well.   To  quote  from  the  Environmental 
Impact  Analysis:   "In,  its  present  configuration,  the  Penn  Central  Rail 
Corridor  constitutes  a  sizeable  barrier  to  community  continuity  .  .  . 
The  present  rail  corridor  and  embankment  is  an  unavoidable 
intrusion  to  the  intimate  scale  and  desirable  character  of  these 
residential  districts  .  .  .  Removal  of  the  barrier  effect  of 
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residential  districts  .  .  .  Removal  of  the  barrier  effect  of 
the  embankment  would  join  neighborhoods  which  have  essentially 
the  same  ethnic  and  economic  characteristics  across  the  tracks 
.  .  .  the  two  portions  of  Jamaica  Plan  would  be  connected.   This 
impact  is  seen  as  entirely  beneficial" (p.  5-98).   We  accept  the 
validity  of  these  EIA  statements  and  consider  them  to  be  in- 
consistent with  any  recommendation  for  construction  of  (1)  an 
Arterial  Road  in  Jamaica  Plan  or  (2)  an  embanked,  relocated 
Orange  Line. 


WHirTaN   TRSririONY   SUPFORTING   V.^iiPAL  TE3TI^^0NY   0FFSH3D    BY  THE 

H£'^LTH  CaNfSITsJPCHG)    AT    THS"  F.-j:DKiiAL    H2:ARING,    JULY'  13,    1976, 
ON    RELOCATION    OF   TH3    MBTA    OR.hNG S_  LINE  AND   CON&rRUCTION    OF   AN 
ARTSfilAL    STRESr    IN    JAMICA    PLAIN' 


For   reasons   of    individual  and   public   health,    the   Committee 
of   the   Southern   Jamaica   Plain   Community   Health   Center    (SJPCHC) 
strongly    supports    construction    of   a   completely   depressed    em- 
bankment  and  a   relocated,    modernized   Orange  Line.      We  are 
strongly   o-pposed   to   the   construction    in  any  form  of   an  Arterial 
Street  within   Jamaica   Plain   for   these   same   reasons.      We  do 
recognize   that   the   depressed    embankment   alternative  appears 
at   this   time   to  be   the   single  most    expensive  alternative    in 
the   short    run   presently  being   considered   for   the   com.blned  re- 
located  Orange  Line,    commuter   rail,    and   Penn   Central   rail 
services.      Nevertheless,    in   the  long   run  we  believe   that   the 
public   health  benefits   at   stake   substantially   outweigh   short- 
run    economic   disincentives.      We  feel   certain   these   long- 
term  health   and   personal    safety   benefits   will   more   than    com- 
pensate  for   the  apparent   additional   cost    of   the  no-road  al- 
ternative. 

The    Issues   we   addressed    in   developing   our   positions   rela- 
tive  to   the   relocated   Orange   Line  and   the  Arterial   Street   were 
four:       (1)   air   pollution,    (2)    noise   pollution,    (3)    personal 
safety,    and    (^)      community  mental   health. 

1.      Air   Pollution 

We   believe   that    several   readily    Identifiable   trends; 
e.g.,    an    increasing    population,    increases    in   energy   con- 
sumption,   limitations    in   the  availability  as   well  as   the   supply 
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of    fuel,    the   fiscal    limitations    weighing    on   all    levels    of 
government;    require  us   to   take   the   strongest    possible   meas- 
ures  to   limit    our  negative    Impact    on   the    anviornment,    par- 
ticularly  on   the   quality  of   the  air  we  breath.      We  believe 
mass    transportation   to  be  an    important    partial   solution   to 
improving   our   public   health  by   limiting  air   pollution.      It 
is   undeniably        more   efficient   and   cleaner   than   the  automo- 
bile.     We   feel   that    if  a   fast,    clean,    efficient,    and   conveni- 
ent  mass   transit    system  were  available,    ridership  would  un- 
doubtedly   increase. 

Alternatives   PH-1    (Camden   Street   to  Forest    Hills   -   Depressed 
Rail   Transit-No  Arterial    Street)    and   PH-6    (Camden    Street    to 
Forest    Hills,    Modified  Depressed   Rail/Transit,    No  Arterial   South 
of   Jackson   Square)    come   closest   to   the  Fully  Depressed,    Relocated 
Orange   Line,    No  Arterial   South   of   Jackson   Square  Alternative 
we  would   like  to  ^ee  built.   According   to   the   consultant's 
Environmental   Impact   Analysis    (SIA,    Sec.    5.3.7,    pp.    5-6?   thru 
5-70),   Alternative   FH-6   "would  not    significantly  differ   from 
the  no-build   concentrations"    as   far  as   the   generation   of   air 
pollution    is   concerned.      The    same   conclusion   would   logically 
apply  to  -Alternative  FH-1.      In   other  vjords,    a   mass    transit/ 
no  road  alternative   c^mes   closest   to   limiting  air    pollution   to 
present   levels. 

Since   "(t)otal    emissions   from  construction  would  be    in- 
significant"   (p.    6-6,    SIA),    we  are   concerned   here   basically 
with  additional   pollutants   generated  by    either    (a)    vehicular 
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trafflc,  If  a  road  is  built,  and/or  (b)  einissions  resulting 
from  the  extra  power  consumption  associated  with  projected  in- 
creases in  K3TA  Orange  Line  ridership. 

a.   Vehicular  Traffic*   The  3IA  deals  basically  only 
with  measures  of  increased  carbon  monoxide  emissions,  since 
hydrocarbons  and  nitrogen  oxide,  the  other  two  major  com- 
ponents of  motor  vehicle  pollution,  are  integrally  affected  by 
meteorological  factors  and  complex  atmospheric  photochemical 
processes.   However,  these  two  elements  are  components  of  air 
pollution,  and  whether  tiiey  can  be  quantified  or  not,  they 
continue  to  exist  as  hazards  to  public  health  and  therefore- 
cannot  be  discounted  or  ignored,   ■'■t  seems  safe  to  assume  that 
any  increase  in  vehicular  traffic  will  also  increase  the  poten- 
tial damage  associated  with  hydrocarbons  and  nitrogen  oxide. 
With  regard  to  the  dangers  of  carbon  monoxide  emissions,  the 
BIA  states  further  that  "...construction  of  any  of  the  rail/ 
arterial  street  build  alternatives  will  not  interfere  with  at- 
tainment or  maintenance  of  CO  air  quality  standards"  (p.  5-68), 
since  ..."the  combined  intent  of  the  Federal  new  car  emission" 
standards  and  the  Boston  Transportation  Plan  (TCP)  is  to  reduce 
ambient  pollutant  concentrations  below  the  Federal  Air  (Juglity 
Standards  before  I^ay^l,  1977."  (p.  5-68)   The  SIA  statement 
makes  a  number  of  assumptions,  any  one  or  all  of  which  may  be 
erroneous : 

(1)   That  vehicular  traffic  will  not  exceed  pro- 
jections.  In  fact,  highways  appear  to  generate  increases  in 
traffic  which  exceed  original  projections  and  generate  in  turn 
a  need  for  more  highways.   There  seem  to  be  no  limits  to  how 


-4- 

many  and  how  frGquently  people  will  drive  if  roads  are  available 
and  no  sat  isf actory  alternative  exists. 

(2)  That  federal  and  local  air  quality  standards 
will  not  only  be  effective,  but  that  they  will  be  effective  in 
the  immediate  future. 

(3)  That  long-range  patterns  of  energy  consump- 
tion will  not  render  our  present  air  quality  standards  obsolete. 

(4)  That  potential  oil  shortages  may  not  make 
vehicular  travel,  and  consequently,  highways,  obsolete  or  too 
expensive  an  alternative  to  pursue. 

b.   Mass  Transit  Power  Consumption.   In  its  presenta- 
tions of  alternatives  the  3IA  does  not  consider  in  specific 
detail  the  Totally  Depressed  Helocated  Orange  Line/No  Arterial 
Street  in  Jamaica  Plain  Alternative.   (One  needs  to  integrate 
the  PH-1  and  FK-6  alternatives  to  achieve  this  option).   In  ad- 
dition, its  analyses  admittedly  do  "not  take  into  account  any 
diversion  from  automobile  use  to  the  transit  facility  and  (are) 
therefore  conservative  in  this  respect"  (p.  5-71).  that  is,  in 
its  assessment  of  potential  rldership  on  the  MBTA  Orange  Line. 
Sven  with  the  competition  inherent  in  an  Arterial  Street,  the 
Elk    projects  a  rldership  increase  for  the  Relocated  Orange  Line, 
particularly  in  more  centrally  located,  densely  populated 
neighborhoods  of  Roxbury,  Parker  Hill/Fenway,  and  Jamaica  Plain 
(p.  5-2).   Although  such  an  Increase  would  generate  a  concomitant 
Increase  in  I'fflTA  power  consumption,  apparently  the  change  in 
fuel  use  (and  consequently,  in  the  incidence  of  pollutants 
emitted)  will  be  insignificant  compared  to  total  fuel  consumption 
(p«  5-71,  Sec.  5»3.9,  Stationary  Sources  Impacts).   In  any 
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No-Road  Alternative  the  potential  hazards  associated  with  air 

pollution  would  in  all  likelihood  be  diminished  since  any 

increases  in  emissions  associated  with  mass  transit  would  be 

more  than  offset  by  the  substantial  emissions  which  would  have 

been  attributable  to  vehicular  traffic  on  an  Arterial  Street. 

2 ,   Noise  Pollution 

The  BIA  agrees  that  "(i)n  general,  environmental  noise 

levels  in  the  study  grea  are  high  .  .  .situations  which  would 

be  classified  by  the  (Environmental  Protection  Agency)  as  very 

noisy  residential  areas.   In  general  the  major  noise  sources 

in  the  study  area  are  traffic  on  arterial  streets,  the  present 

MBTA  Orange  Line  on  V/ashington  Street,  trains  along  "--he  present 

Penn  Central  alignment  ..."  (SIA,  Sec.  2.3.2,  pp.  2-3?  and  2-38) 

We  believe  that  the  proposed  concentration  of  mass  transit/ 

commuter  rail/long  distance  rail  and  vehicular  (automboiles , 

traffic ■ 
buses,  trucks )/in  one  transportation  corriaor  is  likely  to 

generate  a  concomitant  increase  in  already  high  corridor  noise 

levels  which  can  be  minimized,  but  not  strictly  limited  by  the 

proposed  noise  attenuation  devices,  xhe  Fully  Depressed  Orange 

Line/No  Arterial  Street  in  Jamaica  Plain  Alternative  optimizes 

our  possibility  of  limiting  this  significant  environmental  impact 

We  consider  this  a  vital  priority  in  a  largely  residential 

community  having  an  inordinately  large  number  of  hospitals, 

nursing  homes,  and  other  extended-care  facilities. 

The  SIA  report  also  covered  construction  noise 

(Sec. 5. 2. 5. 6,  p.  5-55)t    stating  that  it  will  be  high  and  that 
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"all  reasonable  means  for  reducing  construction  holse  should 
be  employed"  (p.  5-57  )•   It  concluded  that  the  ■depressed  Embank- 
ment Alternative  is  likely  to  generate  the  m.ost  noise  in  its 
construction.   We  consider  this  undesirable,  but  feel  that 
since  the  final  result  is  a  quieter,  cleaner,  and  more  psy- 
cnoiogicaxiy  aucracuive  uransporat ion  system  and  since  its 
construction  requires  the  relocation  of  fewer  residences  and 
businesses,  its  long-run  health  benefits  exceed  these  short- 
run  liabilities. 

With  regard  to  the  Relocated  Orange  Line  it 
also  appears  indisputable  that  a  depressed,  decked-over  em- 
bankment is  by  its  very  nature  a  quieter  alternative.   At  a 
time  when  the  depression  of  the  Southeast  Bxpressv^ay  and  removal 
of  the  "L"  are  about  to  be  realized,  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand why  consideration  is  given  to  building  another  elevated 
or  even  semi-elevated  transportation  network.   This  seems  a 
perfect  opportunity  to  do  something  innovatively  and  attrac- 
tively the  first  time  rather  than  deciding  years  from  now  to 
remove  a  noisy,  less  than  aesthetic  intrusion  from  the  community. 
3.   Personal  Safety 

Jamaica  Plain  contains  a  highly  diversified  popula- 
tion, an  attribute  we.  consider  to  be  very  desirable  and  worth 
working  to  sustain.   Significant  proportions  of  that  population 
are  either  young  (below  legal  driving  age)  or  elderly.   For 
all  ages,  but  for  these  two  groups  in  particular,  an  Arterial 
Street,  1.8  miles  in  length  with  approximately  eight  or  nine 
traffic  lights,  would  be  a  fundamental  safety  hazard.   We 
prefer  qltemative  land  uses  within  this  transportation  corridor- 
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parks,    playgrounds,    Victory   Gardens--that    vjould    not    only   be 
safer  but   would  also   serve  all  age  groups    In   our   community  more 
comprehensively. 

^ .      Community  Mental   Health 

Psychologists,    therapists,    counselors,    etc.,    talk 
frequently   of  an    individual's    self-image  and    its   relation- 
ship to   a  vital,    well   adjusted   personality  and   life   style.      W3 
feel   this  analogy   can  be   extended  with   equal  validity  and 
strength   to  a   community's    self-image  as   well.      What   happens    in 
the   Southwest   Corridor,   we  believe,    is   going   to   have  an   un- 
deniable,   tremendous,    and  very   permanent    effect    on  what 
Jamaica   Plain's   residents   think  and   feel  not    only  about    theirr- 
community  but   about   themselves  as  well.      "Tti    its   present    con- 
figuration,   the   Penn   Central   Rail   Corridor   constitutes  a 
sizeable  barrier   to   community  continuity    ...   The   present   rail 
corridor  and   embankment    is   an   unavoidable    intrusion   to   the 
Intimate   scale  and   desirable   character   of   these   residential 
districts    ...Removal   of   the  barrier   effect   of   the   embankment*: 
would    join  neighborhoods  which  have   essentially  the   same 
ethnic  and   economic   characteristics  across   the   tracks... the   two 
portions    of   Jamaica   Plain  would  be   connected.      This    impact    is 
seen  as    entirely  benef icial . . . In   Jamaica   Plain   connectives 
betvfeen    schools   and    playgrounds  would  be  afforded   those  who 
live    in   the   smaller   portion   of   Jamaica   Plain   between   the   rail- 
road  and   Washington   Street.      The   small   size   of    this  neighbor- 
hood  has    traditionally  handicapped    it   without   adequate   facilities 
and   city   services."    (p.    5-98,    SIA). 


We  accept  the  validity  of  these  SIA  statements  and  consider 
them  to  be  inconsistent  with  recommendations  for  construction 
of  any  form  of  Arterial  Road  In  Jamaica  Plain.   This  seems  an 
opportune  time  to  Invest  in  and  experiment  with  an  integrated, 
superior  mass  transit  system  which  could  unify  rather  than 
divide.   It  would  promote  our  physiological  as  well  as  our 
psychological  v:ell  being  and  may  even  be  less  expensive  in 
the  long  run. 

In  summary,  we  believe  that  a  Fully  Depressed,  Relocated 
Orange  Line  of f er,  more  flexibility  and  advantages  for  the  future 
while  concurrently  optimizing  safeguards  for  personal  health 
and  community  well  being  and  limiting  opportunities  for  nega- 
tive Impacts  on  the  environment. 


'  Tereze  Krei^ma-^ip 
429  ^o.""-ti-;-!;to-  .Ave. 
Jamaica  riai^.  ,f 'a- 9.  C213: 

To   A-i^tho^y   ra^garo 

^©'■•thwest   Corridor  Coordi-^ator 
^00  Arborway,    o^amaica   Flairs.  , 
Ma sp. 02 130 

Dear   Kr. Ji^tho^y   ra^,:i-aro, 

I  was  1-ot  able  to  atlo-^d  xYe   hcaa-i^^  o^-  J"ly  15th  at  the 
State  Laboratory  B^^ildi^.g  at  'j)0^    Po-'tL  '^tr.  ,  h-t  1  wo-ld  like  to 
let  yo'-!  k^ow,  that  as  a  meniber  of  JIA   — 

I  anpport  the  exte-^pio""  of  the  ■*"'ex^-huorhood  ""ervioe  Road 

to  Forest  Hills  and  the  co^--- tr'-^ctio"'"  of  a  f^lly  deprep?ed  transit 

system  to  replace  the  rrepe^t  eraba-^kmerit  a-^d  elevated  li^e, 

"icerely , 
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Bin  Kuttner 
8  Allegheny 
Roxbury,  MA  02]20 


Travel  by  auto  between  Boston  and  the  suburbs  should  not  be  easy.  It  Should 
be  a  planned  event.  I  am  a  car  owner  but  I  ride  the  T  and  use  my  car  for 
heavy  shopping,  etc.,  not  for  daily  commuting  without  luggage.  Not  building 
building  the  arterial  street  will  make  entry  into  Boston  difficult  and 
discourage  vehicle  trips.  If  urban  auto  use  drops  to  the  appropriate  level, 
the  present  roads  will  suffice. 


Mr.  Alexander  H.  Langer 
84  St.  Rose  St 


I,  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Langer,  94  St.  Rose  Street,  am  in  favor  of  the  Arterial 
highway  to  be  constructed  on  the  West  Side  of  the  MBTA  transportation.  I 
do  also  favor  the  planned  partially  depressed  MBTA  Transportation  System. 


I 


('  I 


Rose  Langer 
94  St.  Rose  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I,  Rose  Langer,  94  St.  Rose  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  am  in  favor  of  the 
arterial  highway  to  be  constructed  on  the  west  side  of  the  MBTA. 
I  also  do  favor  the  totally  depressed  MBTA  System. 


I 


Elizabeth  Lanier 


As  one  of  many  citizens  who  would  be  directly  affected  by  the  arterial 
highway  I  have  this  to  say.  First,  the  highway  is  unnecessary  -  Public 
Transportation  should  be  the  solution  -  Fully  Depressed  Transportation! 
The  cost  now,  although  more,  would  be  worth  it  in  the  end  -  we  feel. 

Also,  on  my  street  there  are  too  many  fast  cars  al ready  1  Boylston  Street 
does  not  need  more  traffic!  Especially  when  the  city  refuses  to  make/or  take 
any  regulatory  action  to  those  who  speed.  We  fear  for  our  children's 
safety  and  the  already  too  polluted  area  becoming  further  so. 
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Richard  E.  Leary 
187  Melrose  Ave 
Needham,  MA 


I  support  the  Extension  -  Being  a  resident  of  Needham,  I  hope  alternate 
means  of  transportation  for  our  community  isn't  forgotten. 

And  Minority  and  Area  requirements  for  employment  on  construction  isn't 
justified  at  this  time  of  high  unemployment  and  man  hour  and  material  costs; 
for  the  tax  payer  to  accept  the  burden  on  unskilled  and  unqualified  workers. 


JOHN  LeCLAlR  ,  President 


MONUMENT  CIVIC  ASSOCIATION 

Zl  BARDWELL  STREET 
JAAAAICA  PLAIN,  MASSACHUSETTS  02130 


July  12,  1976 


Mrc  Anthony  Pan.-nro 

IjOO  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  T mnrpiro , 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  alternatives,  the 
Monument  Civic  Association  has  voted  to  surpcrt  the  proposal 
for  a  modified  d3pre3sed,  New  M.B.T.Ao  Orange  Line,  A-Titrack 
Railroad,  and  Greenbelt  Parkway  to  Forest  Hills  .  This  proposal 
we  believe,  will  ?ielp  the  enl.;i  re  Jamaica  Plain  area,  by  reducinf: 
auto  tra/'fic,  an-.'.  trj9  nrmher  of  heavy  trucka  on .  our  streets,  by 
improving  the  speed  of  police  and  other  emerp-ency  service  througnout 
Jamaica  Plain,  and  by  upgrading  our  public  transportation  system. 

By  depressing  the  transit  and  building  the  road,  noise  will  be 
I'educed  and  Jamaica  Plain  will  become  ^   more  attractive  place  to  live 
These  improvements,  we  maintain,  are  long  overdue.   We  endorse  the 
transportation  package  that  includes  the  roadway  to  Forest  Hills, 

Sincerely^, 


John  LeClair  ,  President 


1 


We  are  opposed  to  the  termination  of  service  of  the  convmuter 
train  service  to  Needham  and  other  areas.   Commuter  train  service 
is  an  efficient  and  pleasant  way  to  commute  to  a  job  or  to  shopping. 
It  is  fast,  while  sparing  its  riders,  the  constant  stops  and  delays 
always  apparent  in  an  above  ground  or  below  ground  urban  transporta- 
tion system. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  encroachment  of  the  Orange  Line  service. 
This  inevitably  will  lead  to  higher  taxes  and  greater  development 
in  the  Needham  area.   It  is  nice  to  see  rabbits,  racoons  and  the 
like,  but  with  minimal  development  (commercial  or  residential) 
any  form  of  wildlife  will  disappear. 

We  hope  that  those  in  the  political  arena  will  for  once 
adhere  to  and  understand  the  desires  and  feelings  of  their 
constituents  and  prove  to  all  that  we  are,  indeed,  living  in 
what  was  always  taught  us,  the  "ideal  democracy". 

Let  us  state  that  the  impending  shut  down  of  the  train  system 
will  prove  unfortunate  and  disastrous.   All  European  and  Asian 
communities  have  similar  and  better  commuter  rail  systems  and  we 
hope  that  we  can  also  soon  breath  more  easily. 
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Steve  Lester 
93  Moraine  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


As  an  avid  bicycle  rider  I  am  quite  concerned  with  the  continuous  "mention" 
of  bikeways  to  accompany  the  proposed  development  of  the  Southeast 
Corridor.  Plans,  as  I  understand  it,  however  do  not  incorporate  bikeways 
as  an  adequate  and  more  importantly  functional  means  of  transportation 
which  this  project  is  all  about.  I  would  like  to  receive  as  much  information 
as  possible  concerning  the  bikeways  considered  for  this  projectl  How  can 
it  be  omitted  if  the  city  is  sincere  about  transportation  in  and  out  of  the 
city  which  will  enhance  the  environment  of  the  area  -  cars  do  nothing  to 
enhance  an  area. 


CBI  CORPORATION 
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Developers  &  Builders 
One  Boston  Place,  Suite  1006 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 
Telephone  617  742-6850 


June    18.     1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 

Executive  Department 

8  Ast  i  con  Road 

Boston,  MA  02130 


RE 


Southwest  Corridor 
MBTA  Extens  i  on 


Dea  r  Mr.  Panga  ro : 

CBI  Corporation  strongly  supports  the  development  of  the 
Southwest  Corridor  for  an  extension  of  the  Orange  Line  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  system. 
As  bidders  on  sites  along  the  Southwest  Corridor,  we 
are  well  aware  of  the  blighted  condition  caused  by  the 
demolition  of  buildings  in  anticipation  of  the  construc- 
tion of  interstate  1-95.   Without  an  impetus  such  as  the 
construction  of  the  Orange  Line,  we  feel  that  this  area 
is  in  serious  danger  of  declining  whereas  just  the  oppo- 
site wi  I  I  most  certainly  happen  with  the  construction  of 
the  0  range  Line. 

We  understand  that  the  Department  of  Transportation  has 
funds  avai  lable  under  the  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Adminis- 
tration through  the  Interstate  Transfer  Provision  of  the 
Federal  Aid  Highway  Act  to  assist  in  financing  projects 
such  as  this.   As  part  of  the  Boston  business  community, 
we  sincerely  hope  that  funds  sufficient  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Orange  Line  extension  in  the  Southwest  Corridor 
will  be  a  I  located  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation 
Authority. 


Vice  Pres  i  dent 

DRL:RR 

cc  :    Mr.  Fe I  i  x  J .  Con t i 


RECEIVED 
JUN  ^0  1976 


SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
DEVELOPMENT  COORDINATOR 


A  member  of  The  Oxford  Group  of  Companies:  Indianapolis,  Boston  &  Atlanta 


n^ 


Baiba  Liepins 
14  Orchard  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


Let's  help  rebuild  Jamaica  Plain  the  right  wayl 

I  support  the  Jamaica  Pond  Association  proposal  for  a  new  Greenbelt 
Parkway! 


I  heartily  support  the  proposal  to  replace  the  Orange  Line  for  a  shorter 
riding  time  and  no  more  delays. 


l(^ 


K.  Lieprins 
14  Orchard  St 
Namaica  Plain,  MA 


I  support  the  proposal  to  replace  the  Orange  Line  with  new  tracks  and 
modern  stations. 


I  support  the  Jamaica  Pond  Association's  proposal  for  a  new  Greenbelt 
Parkway. 


r/7 


Rudolph  Lieprins 
14  Orchard  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  support  the  Jamaica  Pond  Association's  proposal  for  a  new  Greenbelt 
Parkway. 
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STATEMENT  ON  BEHALF  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
ON  THE 
SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
ORANGE  LINE  RELOCATION/ 
ARTERIAL  STREET 
ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ANALYSIS 
JULY  15,  1976 

PRESENTED  BY: 


EMILY  LLOYD 

SPECIAL  ASSISTANT  FOR  TRANSPORTATION 

TO  MAYOR  KEVIN  H.  WHITE. 


THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON  CONTINUES  TO  SUPPORT  THE  RELOCATION  OF 
THE  ORANGE  LINE  TRANSIT  SERVICE  FROM  THE  ELEVATED  STRUCTURE  ON 
WASHINGTON  STREET  TO  A  DEPRESSED  RIGHT  OF  WAY  ALONG  THE  MAIN 
LINE  CORRIDOR  AS  OUR  HIGHEST  PRIORITY  CAPITAL  TRANSIT  PROJECT. 

THIS  PROJECT  OFFERS  THE  BEST  SOLUTION  TO  TWO  LONG-STANDING 
PROBLEMS  FACING  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON.   FIRST,  THE  RELOCATION  CLEARS 
THE  WAY  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DECAYING  AND  BLIGHTING  ELEVATED  STRUCTURE 
ALONG  WASHINGTON  STREET.   SECOND,  THE  NEW  ORANGE  LINE  WILL  PROVIDE 
FIRST  CLASS  TRANSIT  SERVICE  IN  THE  HIGH-DEMAND  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR, 
OFFERING  AN  EXCELLENT  ALTERNATIVE  TO  THE  PRIVATE  AUTOMOBILE. 
THIS  SERVICE--TOGETHER  WITH  IMPROVED  FEEDER  SERVICE  AND  WHATEVER 
NEW  SERVICE  EMERGES  FROM  THE  SOUTH  END  AND  ROXBURY  REPLACEMENT 
SERVICE  STUDY  NOW  BEING  INITIATED  BY  THE  MBTA  —  WILL  OFFER  A 
UNIQUELY  FINE  NETWORK  OF  TRANSIT  SERVICE  THROUGH  AREAS  OF  THE  CITY 
CHARACTERIZED  BY  HIGH  TRANSIT  DEPENDENCY  AND  HIGH  COMMUTER  MOVEMENT. 

IN  ADDITION,  THE  PROPOSED  NEW  ORANGE  LINE  ADDRESSES  A  NEWER 
BUT  EQUALLY  SERIOUS  PROBLEM  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON--HOW  TO  REBUILD 
THE  150  ACRES  OF  LAND  CLEARED  FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  EXPRESSWAY.   THE 
RELOCATED  ORANGE  LINE,  WHILE  OFFERING  A  SOLUTION  TO  THE  TRANSPORTATION 
NEEDS  OF  THE  CITY,  WILL  ALSO  FACILITATE  AND  STIMULATE  REUSE  OF  THESE 
MANY  PARCELS  WHICH  WOULD  OTHERWISE  CONTINUE  AS  TRASH  COLLECTORS  AND 
EYESORES  FOR  MANY  MORE  YEARS. 

THE  BENEFICIAL  EFFECT  OF  THE  ANTICIPATED  RELOCATION  CAN  ALREADY 


BE  SEEN  IN  MANY  PLACES.   THE  CITY  IS  COMPLETING  CAMPUS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
AT  NEW  DUDLEY  STREET  AND  PLANS  TO  START  RENOVATIONS  SOON  ON  THE 
BOSTON  GAS  BUILDING  BETWEEN  WILLIAMS  AND  MCBRIDE  STREETS,  WHICH 
WILL  BECOME  SOUTHWEST  HIGH  SCHOOL  II.   THE  LOWER  ROXBURY  COMMUNITY 
COOPERATION  HAS  BUILT  TWO  NEW  APARTMENT  BUILDINGS  AT  RUGGLES  AND 
SHAWMUT.   SOME  OF  THE  VACANT  LAND  HAS  BEEN  TURNED  INTO  COMMUNITY 
PARKS,  AND  ALONG  THE  EDGES  OF  THE  VACANT  LAND,  PEOPLE  ARE  STARTING 
TO  FIX  UP  THEIR  HOMES.     IT  HAS  TAKEN  TEN  YEARS  FOR  THESE  NEIGHBOR- 
HOODS TO  REGAIN  SOME  STABILITY,  AND  THE  PRESENT  CAUTIOUS  OPTIMISM 
IS  BASED  ON  THE  BELIEF  THAT  THE  ORANGE  LINE  RELOCATION  WILL  HAPPEN. 
FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  THE  CONTINUING  REHABILITATION  OF  THESE  NEIGHBORHOODS, 
THIS  PROJECT  MUST  GO  FORWARD  AS  QUICKLY  AS  POSSIBLE. 

THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ANALYSIS  DESCRIBES  THREE  POSSIBLE 
APPROACHES  TO  THE  ORANGE  LINE  RELOCATION.    ONE  DEALS  WITH  A  RELOCATED 
ORANGE  LINE  RUNNING  ON  AN  ENBANKMENT .   THIS  IS  TOTALLY  UNACCEPTABLE. 
THIS  SCHEME  WOULD  BE  WORSE  THAN  WHAT  IS  THERE  NOW,  AND  WOULD  HAVE 
THE  SAME  BLIGHTING  EFFECT  AS  THE  OLD  EXPRESSWAY  PROPOSAL.   THE  CITY 
BELIEVES  THAT  THE  EMBANKMENT  MUST  COME  DOWN. 

THE  OTHER  ALTERNATIVES  ARE  THE   FULL  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  TRACKS 
AND  THE  SO-CALLED  "MOD IFIED "DEPRES SION" ,  WHEREBY  THE  TRACKS  WOULD 
BE  BELOW  GRADE,  BUT  THE  TRAINS  WOULD  BE  PARTIALLY  ABOVE  GRADE. 

DURING  MOST  OF  THE  PLANNING  PERIOD,  IT  WAS  ASSUMED  THAT  THE 
FULL  DEPRESSION  WAS  THE  ONLY  WAY  TO  ADDRESS   THE  ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS  OF  THE  IMPACTED  COMMUNITIES.   HOWEVER,  AS  COSTS  HAVE 
ESCALATED,  SO  HAS  THE  CONCERN  OVER  UMTA ' S  WILLINGNESS  TO  FUND  THIS 
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IMPORTANT  PROJECT,  AND  IN  ORDER  TO  MBfflBL  POSSIBLE  DELAYS,  THE  CONSUL- 
TANTS HAVE  PROPOSED  AN  ALTERNATE  SOLUTION--  THE  SO-CALLED  MODIFIED 
DEPRESSION.   WE  AGREE  THAT  COSTS  MUST  BE  HELD  DOWN  AS  MUCH  AS 
POSSIBLE, AND  WE  BELIEVE  THAT  SOME  MODIFICATION  OF  THE  DEPRESSION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTABLE.      HOWEVER,  WE  FEEL  THAT  ADDITIONAL  ENGINEERING 
MUST  BE  DONE  AND  POSSIBLE  IMPACTS  MUST  BE  UNDERSTOOD  MORE  THOROUGHLY 
BEFORE  THE  FINAL  PROFILE  IS  CONFIRMED.   SOME  OF  THIS  WORK  HAS  BEEN 
DONE  SINCE  THE  DRAFT  EIA  WAS  PUT  TOGETHER  AND  WE  ARE  CONFIDENT  THAT 
THE  VAST  AMOUNT  OF  TIME  ALREADY  INVESTED  BY  THE  COMMUNITY,  THE  STATE, 
AND  THE  CONSULTANT,  WILL  ENABLE  US  TO  GENERATE  AN  ACCEPTABLE  SOLUTION 
THAT  BOTH  PUTS  A  REASONABLE  Q/k    CEILING  ON  COSTS  AND  PRESERVES  THE 
QUALITY  OF  ENVIRONMENT  AND  THE  POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  WHICH  THE 
CITY  CONSIDERS  ESSENTIAL  TO  THE  PROJECT-  WITHOUT  UNDUE  DELAY  TO  THE 
CAPITAL  GRANT  PROCESS. 

IN  REVIEWING  THE  FULLY  DEPRESSED  AND  MODIFIED  DEPRESSED  ALTER- 
NATIVES WE  FELT  IT  WAS  IMPORTANT  THAT  WE  SET  SOME  ROUGH  CRITERIA  FOR 
GUIDING  THE  FINAL  ENGINEERING  OF  AN  ACCEPTABLE  PARTIAL  DEPRESSION. 
IN  THE  WILLIAMS  AND  MCBRIDE  STREETS  AREA  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN, WHERE  THE 
ADJACENT  LAND  IS  FLAT,  IT  IS  OF  UTMOST  IMPORTANCE  TO  KEEP  THE  ORANGE 
LINE   TRACKS  LOW.       THE  CITY  IS  ABOUT  TO  FINALIZE  THE  PLANS  FOR 
THE  NEW  JAMAICA  PLAIN  SOUTHWEST  II  HIGH  SCHOOL,  AND  A  SPECIFIC  GRADE 
FOR  THE  TRANSIT  LINE  AND  CROSS  STREETS  MUST  BE  FINALIZED  WITHIN  THE 
NEXT  COUPLE  OF  WEEKS  TO  FACILITATE  COMPLETION  OF  THE  SCHOOL.  THE 
TRACKS  SHOULD  BE  LOW  ENOUGH  TO  ALLOW  MCBRIDE  STREET  TO  REMAIN  BELOW 
THE  BUILDING  ENTRANCES. 

IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  GREEN  STREET  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  NOT  TO  IMPACT 


THE  YARDS  OF  THE  HOUSES  ON  GORDON  STREET  AND  NOT  TO  RAISE  GREEN 
STREET  ABOVE  THE  FRONT  ENTRANCE  LEVEL  OF  KILGARIFF'S  BAR. 

AT  BOYLSTON  STREET  THE  TRACKS  SHOULD  NOT  BE  RAISED  SO  HIGH  AS 
TO  ALTER  THE  HOUSES  ALONG  LAMARTINE  STREET. 

AT  BROMLEY  HEATH  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  KEEP  THE  CROSS  STREETS 
SEVERAL  FEET  BELOW  THE  FLOOR  LEVEL  OF  THE  HOUSING.   IT  IS  ALSO  ESSENTIAL 
THAT  SAFE  AND  EASY  ACCESS  BE  MAINTAINED  INTO  THE  BROMLEY  HEATH 
COMMUNITY  CENTER. 

AT  ROXBURY  CROSSING  THE  USE  OF  EXISTING  BUILDINGS  WEST  OF 
TERRACE  STREET  SHOULD  NOT  BE  DISTURBED. 

ALONG  THE  MISSION  HILL  HOUSING  EXTENSION  THE  DECK  SHOULD  BE 
NO  HIGHER  THAN  EYE  LEVEL  SO  THAT  THE  HOUSING  HAS  VISUAL  AS  WELL  AS 
PHYSICAL  ACCESS  TO  THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  TRACKS.   IN  ADDITION,  RUGGLES 
STREET  SHOULD  REMAIN  BELOW  THE  LEVEL  OF  THE  FLOORS  IN  THE  HOUSING 
APARTMENTS. 

WITHIN  THE  SOUTH  END  THE   TRACKS  ARE  ALREADY  PARTIALLY  DEPRESSED. 
HOWEVER,  UNLIKE  ROXBURY  AND  JAMAICA  PLAIN, THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  IS  DEVELOPED 
RIGHT  UP  TO  THE  TRACKS.  TO  PROTECT  THIS  NEIGHBORHOOD  THE  TRACKS  SHOULD 
BE  COVERED  THROUGHOUT  AND  THE  WALL  SUPPORTING  THE  COVER  SHOULD  BE 
NO  HIGHER  THAN  EIGHT  FEET. 


THE  OTHER  MAJOR  QUESTION  POSED  BY  THE  EIA  IS  WHETHER  OR  NOT 
TO  BUILD  AN  ARTERIAL  STREET  FROM  ROXBURY  CROSSING  TO 


THE  CITY  SUPPORTS  THE  PROPOSED  SIX-LANE  STREET  FROM  ROXBURY  CROSSING 
TO  JACKSON  SQUARE.   HOWEVER,  WE  ARE  NOT  READY  TO  COMMENT  ON  THE 
PORTION  OF  THE  STREET  FROM  JACKSON  SQUARE  TO  ^'H  a  IUI  IJ  M  4M^44A.Xr-|_p^  AT 
THIS  TIME.   THIS  PROJECT  IS  OF  DEEP  CONCERN  TO  THE  NEIGHBORHOODS 
INVOLVED,  AND  WE  FEEL  THAT  THEY  MUST  BE  GIVEN  EVERY  OPPORTUNITY  TO 
EVALUATE  THE  BENEFITS  AND  DISBENEFITS  OF  THE  PROPOSED  STREET  AND 
TO  MAKE  THEIR  FEELINGS  KNOWN.    WE  HAVE  HEARD  FROM  MANY  RESIDENTS, 
AND  WE  FEEL  THAT  THIS  HEARING  WILL  PROVIDE  THE  FORUM  FOR  MUCH  ADDITIONAL 
COMMENT,  WHICH  WE  ARE  EAGER  TO  HEAR. 


I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  COMMENT  BRIEFLY  ON  SEVERAL  OTHER  ASPECTS  OF 
THE  EIA,  ONE  IS  THE  PROPOSED  CONFIGURATION  OF  RESIDENTIAL  STREETS 
ADJACENT  TO  THE  PROJECT  AREA.   THROUGHOUT  THE  PROJECT  AREA,  THE 
DRAWINGS  SHOW  STREET  WIDENINGS,  STRAIGHTENINGS ,  CORNER  SHAVINGS, 
AND  OTHER  CHANGES  ORIENTED  TO  TRAFFIC  MOVEMENT.   IT  IS  OUR  ADAMENT 
POSITION  THAT  THE  SCALE  AND  CHARACTER  OF  RESIDENTIAL  STREET  ADJACENT 
TO  THE  PROJECT  'W*ti  NOT  BE  CHANGED.   WE  ARE  CERTAIN  THAT  AS  DESIGN 
PROGRESSES,  A  HIGH  LEVEL  OF  CONCERN  FOR  NEIGHBORHOOD  SCALE  AND  EASY 
PEDESTRIAN  MOVEMENT  WILL  BE  MAINTAINED. 

I  WOULD  ALSO  LIKE  TO  NOTE  OUR  CONCERN  ABOUT  SEVERAL  CONSTRUCTION 
IMPACT_S,  FIRST,  THE  PROPOSED  DETOUR  ROUTINGS  DURING  STREET  AND  BRIDGE 
DEMOLITION  AND  RECONSTRUCTION  REQUIRE  REVISION  TO  DECREASE  THE 

IMPACT  OF  TRAFFIC  DISRUPTION  ON  PRIMARILY  RESIDENTIAL  STREETS. 


SECOND,  THE  PROPOSED  CROSS-STREET  DEMOLITION  AND  CONSTRUCTION  SCHEDULE 
INVOLVES  EXCESSIVE  OVERLAP  IN  STREET  CLOSINGS.   THIRD,  WE  WOULD 
PROPOSE  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  TEMPORARY  BRIDGE  NEAR  MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE  DURING  THE  RECONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  PRESENT  BRIDGE  TO  COPE  WITH 
THE  27,000  CARS  TRAVELLING  DAILY  OVER  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE. 

FINALLY,  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  SPEAK  BRIEFLY  ON  THE  IMPROVEMENTS 
THIS  PROJECT  OFFERS  FOR  COMMUTERS.   IT  PROVIDES  FOR  AN  UPGRADED 
COMMUTER  RAIL,  AMTRAK,  AND  ORANGE  LINE  TO  BE  BUILT  AS  COMPATIBLE 
AND  INTERDEPENDENT  PROJECTS.   THE  RELOCATION  OF  COMMUTER  AND  INTERCITY 
RAIL  ONTO  THE  MIDLAND  DIVISION  DURING  CONSTRUCTION  IS  AN  INCONVENIENCE 
TO  COMMUTERS  WHO  USE  BACK  BAY  STATION^   HOWEVER,  THIS  INCONVENIENCE 
IS  MORE  THAN  OFFSET  BY  THE  BENEFITS  OF  THE  COMPLETED  PROJECT. 
INTERCITY  RAIL  WILL  HAVE  A  NEW  STATION  AT  BACK  BAY  WITH  HIGH  PLATFORMS 
AND  EASY  CONNECTIONS  TO  BOTH  COMMUTER  RAIL  AND  THE  NEW  ORANGE  LINE. 
THE  COMMUTER  RAIL  SYSTEM  TO  THE  SOUTHWEST  GAINS  AN  INCREASED  DOWNTOWN 
DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  THROUGH  EASY  CONNECTIONS  TO  THE  ORANGE  LINE 
AND  THE  NEW  STOP  AT  RUGGLES  STREET  SERVING  A  MAJOR  CONCENTRATION  OF 
INSTITUTIONAL  AND  MEDICAL  FACILITIES.   AS  PART  OF  THE  CITY'S  POLICY 
OF  NOT  INCREASING  HIGHWAY  CAPACITY  INTO  THE  DOWNTOWN,  WE   HAVE  A 
STRONG  COMMITTMENT  TO  A  GOOD  AND  ATTRACTIVE  COMMUTER  RAIL  SERVICE 
INTO  THE  DOWNTOWN  FROM  COMMUNITIES  BEYOND  THE  AREA  SERVED  BY  RAPID 
TRANSIT.   THE  RELOCATION  ALSO  PRIVIDES  MUCH  IMPROVED  ACCESS  TO  THE 
GROWING  CONCENTRATION  OF  JOBS  IN  THE  BACK  BAY  AREA  FOR  PEOPLE  LIVING 
IN  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR.   EVEN  WITHIN  DOWNTOWN  BOSTON,  SERVICE 
BETWEEN  THE  DOWNTOWN  AND  BACK  BAY  AREAS  IS  CONSTRAINED  BY  THE  GREEN 
LINE  CAPACITY  AND  THE  RELOCATION  WILL  PROVIDE  MUCH  NEEDED  RELIEF  TO 


THIS   BOTTLENECK. 


IN  CONCLUSION,  THE  CITY  FEELS  THAT  THE  RELOCATION  OF  THE  ORANGE 
LINE  MUST  PROCEED  AS  QUICKLY  AS  POSSIBLE. 

WE  FEEL  THAT  ALL  THE  CITY'S  COMMENTS  ON  THE  EIA  CAN  BE  DEALT 
WITH  AS  WORK  PROCEEDS  WITHIN  THE  ONGOING  FRAMEWORK  OF  STATE,  CITY 
AND  COMMUNITY  COOPERATION. 

THANK  YOU. 


********************************** 


TUFTS  -  NEW  ENGLAND  MEDICAL  CENTER  -h.  u.,.,,,,,,,;,  ,.ni,. 
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171  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston,  Massachusetts  03111 


June   28,    1976 


Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

Southwest  Corridor  Project 

8  Asticou  Road 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA.  02130 

Gentlemen: 

The  Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center,  comprised  of  New  England  Medical 
Center  Hospital  and  Tufts  University's  Schools  of  Medicine,  Dental  Medicine 
and  Occupational  Therapy,  wish  to  officially  go  on  record  as  being  fully 
supportive  of  the  MBTA's  Southwest  Corridor  Project  to  relocate  the  Orange 
Line . 

Our  Medical  Center  is  located  in  the  South  Cove  area  of  Boston,  in  the  area 
generally  bounded  by  Harrison  Avenue,  Kneeland  Street,  Tremont  Street  and 
Oak  Street.   It  is  adjacent  to  Chinatown,  the  Combat  Zone  and  the  downtown 
theatre  district.   Approximately  7,000  people  come  to  our  Medical  Center  each 
day.   They  are  patients,  visitors  to  patients,  staff  employees,  students, 
visiting  health  practitioners  and  educators,  and  a  host  of  others  serving 
or  being  served  at  the  Medical  Center.   Roughly  a  third  of  these  people 
arrive  in  private  autos  or  taxis.   The  other  two- thirds,  some  4,500  people, 
arrive  each  day  by  public  transportation.   Except  for  the  few  riders  of  the 
Bay  View  bus  line  from  South  Boston  which  stops  directly  at  our  main  Hospital 
entrance,  all  other  public  transportation  riders  must  debark  in  areas  of  the 
City  which  are  considered  highly  inconvenient,  unsafe,  or  both.   These  are 
the  Orange  Line's  Essex  Street  station  in  the  Combat  Zone,  the  Dover  Street 
station  on  this  line,  and  South  Station,  which  serves  the  Red  Line  as  well  as 
commuters  from  towns  west  and  south  of  Boston.   We  are  deeply  concerned  that 
many  visitors  to  our  Medical  Center  must  walk  through  potentially  dangerous 
streets  to  arrive  at  our  doors. 

It  is  therefore  obvious  why  we  are  enthusiastic  about  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Project  and  in  particular  the  completion  of  the  new  Orange  Line  station  across 
Washington  Street  from  our  main  Hospital  entrance.   This  new  station  will  bring 
our  visitors  and  staff  directly  to  the  Medical  Center.   When  the  project  is 
completed,  it  will  allow  commuters  from  west  and  south  of  Boston  to  debark  at 
Back  Bay  Station  and  board  the  Orange  Line  for  a  one  stop  ride   to  the  Medical 
Center.   It  will  allow  MBTA  riders  to  reach  us  quickly  and  conveniently,  by 
using  the  Orange  Line  or  transferring  to  it  from  other  MBTA  lines. 


Although  the  need  for  the  new  station  is  obvious  right  now,  it  will  become  more 
acute  each  year.   The  emphasis  in  health  care  nationally,  and  in  our  institution 
in  particular,  is  towards  more  treatment  on  an  outpatient  or  ambulatory  basis. 
A  greater  number  of  our  patients  will  be  ambulatory  and  will  receive  treatment 
not  as  Hospital  inpatients,  but  as  regular  visitors  to  our  more  than  200  clinics 
and  services.   This  will  unquestionably  increase  the  demand  for  good,  accessible 
public  transportation  for  all  outpatients,  but  especially  for  handicapped  patients 
who  at  present  are  unable  to  get  here  by  any  means  other  than  private  autos.   The 
features  of  this  project  geared  toward  assisting  the  handicapped  are  of  special 
interest  to  us  and  we  endorse  them  strongly. 

We  are  also  under  pressure  by  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  as  are  all 
other  institutions  and  large  employers  in  Boston,  to  reduce  the  number  of 
employee  cars  coming  into  the  City.   Although  we  encourage  carpooling  among  our 
4,000  employees,  the  problems  associated  with  a  24-hour,  7  day-a-week  operation 
such  as  multiple,  overlapping  work  shifts,  emergency  coverage,  overtime,  etc. 
precludes  the  use  of  carpooling  for  many  employees.   Therefore,  the  only  real 
commuting  alternative  we  can  offer  to  our  staff  is  public  transportation.   As 
it  exists  today,  however,  and  for  the  reasons  mentioned  previously,  that 
alternative  is  not  acceptable  to  many  employees. 

As  I  have  outlined  them,  the  benefits  of  this  project  to  Tufts-New  England  Medical 
Center  are  many.   However,  we  do  not  exist  here  in  the  South  Cove  in  a  vacuum. 
The  success  of  our  work  is  bound  up  with  the  health  of  the  community  that  surrounds 
us--the  neighboring  Chinese  residential  community,  the  Bay  Village  residential 
community,  Don  Bosco  Technical  High  School  and  the  commercial  and  theatrical 
districts.   As  all  of  us  will  benefit  directly  from  the  relocation  of  the  Orange 
Line  and  the  opening  of  the  new  South  Cove  Station,  we  heartily  endorse  the 
project. 

Very^  truly  yours , 

Robert  Lovin^e^^ 

T-NEMC  Property  Manager 


at 
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Ralph  Lowell  Jr. 
190  Fox  Hill  St 
Westwood,  MA  02090 


To  Whom  it  may  concern: 


As  a  regular  commuter  from  Needham  Junction  I  would  like  to  be  recorded  as 
opposed  to  the  depression  plan  and  suspension  of  service  on  the  Needham 
line. 
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Rita  &  Alec  Maclnnis 
27  Asticou  Rd 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


Rita  &  Alec  Maclnnis  of  27  Asticou  Rd.  are  opposed  to  an  arterial  highway 
that  will  increase  the  traffic  congestion,  air  pollution  and  overall  noise 
at  Forest  Hills. 
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DANIEL  F.  MARK 


NEEDHAM   1617)    444-4050 
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ONE     D    STREET 


SOUTH     BOSTON 


MASSACHUSETTS     02127 


AREA   CODE    617    269-7200 


June  14,  1976 


Mr,  Anthony  Pangaro,  Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 


Please  record  our  firm  in  full  support  of  the  application 
for  the  MBTA's  capital  grant  regarding  the  Southwest  Corridor  project, 

If  there  is  anything  the  state  of  Massachusetts  needs  now 
it  is  jobs  in  that  the  construction  business  is  the  nation's  single 
largest  business  and  the  unemployment  rate  in  Massachusetts  is  stag- 
gering.  Our  whole  economy  is  depressed  and  I  really  don't  think  that 
we  will  see  any  significant  relief  until  a  building  program  is 
initiated.   This  project  would  certainly  be  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

If  I  can  do  anything  further,  please  call  or  write  me. 

VeBjr  truly  yours, 


Daniel  F.  Marr, 
President 


DFM/s 

Dictated  not  read 
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Lorraine  Martin 
15  Gordon  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  am  Lorraine  Martin  of  15  Gordon  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  Orange  Line  built.  It  should  be  depressed  from 
Green  St.  to  McBride  St. 

I  have  lived  in  Jamaica  Plain  for  48  years.  It  was  a  nice  place  to 
live  and  work. 

Then  came  1-95  through.  It  took  homes  and  factorys.  No  price  tag  was 
too  high  for  this. 

I  also  lost  out  on  a  H.U.D.  loan,  also  rent.  Who  wants  to  live  in  a 
house  that  is  going  to  be  taken  for  a  highway.  My  neighbors  also  lost. 
There  was  no  money  given  to  us  on  account  of  this.  We  put  up  with  fires, 
trash  and  High  Insurance  rates  account  of  this.  We  paid  a  price  for  this. 

Now  I  think  we  deserve  the  best  money  can  buy.  I  certainly  don't  think 
money  should  enter  what  we  should  or  should  not  do  here  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

We  also  will  have  to  put  up  with  the  construction.  Make  it  worth  some- 
thing we  would  like  to  have  and  look  at.  It  should  be  a  show  place  what 
can  be  done  with  rapid  transit.  It  is  the  cheapest  and  best  way  to  travel. 
The  stations  should  also  be  beautiful  and  kept  up.  Take  a  look  at  Green 
St.  It  is  a  disgrace.  Will  the  Green  St.  you  put  up  look  the  same  way 
fifty  years  from  now? 

We  do  not  need  any  ups  and  downs  put  in  Jamaica  Plain.  We  have  enough 
now.  We  also  do  not  need  any  new  embankments.  I've  seen  how  they  were 
taken  care  of  for  years.  Also  the  worse  places  like  junk  yards  are  built 
next  to  them.  Also  embankments  are  never  cleaned.  Put  in  the  price  of 
cutting  grass  and  cleaning  the  embankments  in  the  cost  of  the  semi- 
depressed.  Have  the  money  for  many  years  to  come.  This  will  b  ing  up 
the  price  of  the  semi-depressed. 

Look  at  the  Southern  Artery.  One  mistake  in  Boston  is  enough.  It  was  a 
mistake  from  the  beginning.  When  I  saw  it,  it  reminded  me  of  the  El  on 
Washington  St.  There  was  talk  of  tearing  that  down.  Why  build  another. 

Put  in  the  best  in  the  first  place.  In  the  long  run  it  will  pay  for  itself 
and  beautify  the  neighborhood  it  goes  through. 

Also  would  like  some  commuter  parking  at  Green  St.  I  have  seen  the  parking 
lot  at  Green  St  enlarged  three  times.  This  is  a  private  place  where  you 
have  to  pay.  If  they  had  to  enlarge  it  three  times,  this  shows  there  is 
a  need  for  a  parking  space.  When  Forest  Hills  is  filled  next  stop  Green  St. 
Get  the  people  on  the  trains,  give  them  a  place  to  park.  We  do  not  want 
to  have  them  taking  our  parking  places  on  the  street.  We  in  the  neighborhood 
need  them.  Also  you  will  not  need  an  arterial  street  if  people  ride  the 
trains. 


We  do  not  need  an  arterial  street  for  buses  or  trucks.  Park  the  errs 
at  the  train  stops  discourage  people  from  driving  not  make  competition 
for  the  trains.  If  a  lot  of  traffic  at  Forest  Hills  people  will  go  on 
to  Green  St.  to  park  that  is  what  goes  on  now.  You  can  get  to  Green  St. 
without  going  to  Forest  Hills.  You  need  parking.  The  parking  space 
not  at  Green  St.  Answer  that  question.  Instead  of  enlarging  play  ground 
make  parking  no  one  will  walk  from  the  parking  lot  where  it  is  now.  If 
no  parking  is  needed  how  come  this  parking  area  was  enlarged  three  times. 
This  matter  should  be  looked  into.  Otherwise  cars  will  be  parked  anywhere. 
Also  I  read  in  paper  Herald  July  15th  the  entire  line  would  be  depressed 
and  covered  over  to  reduce  noice  and  adverse  visual  impact  upon  surrounding 
communities. 

Why  did  we  hear  so  much  talk  about  the  semi  depressed? 


ALLIED 
CORK 


.2'/   <,4^&ie4/^>td,^tc. 

624  South  Street,  Holbrook,  Mass.  02343 
Tel.  (617)  767-2900 


June  14,   1976 


Anthony  Pangaro,   Development  Coordinator 
Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 
Executive  Department 
Eight  Asticou  Road 
Boston,   MA    02130 

Gentlemen: 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Massachusetts  Construction  Advance- 
ment Program  dated  June  11,  1976,  regarding  the  relocation  of  approxi- 
mately five  miles  of  the  Orange  Line  from  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills. 

We  would  be  more  than  happy  to  help  support  this  construction  project. 
We  too,   feel  that  this  would  be  a  major  transit  development. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  assistance,    please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact 
us. 

Very  truly  yours. 


ALLIED  CORK  INC. 


Robert  L.    Mathis 
Office  Manager 
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jSectional  Refrigerators  and  Freezers  •  Cold  Storage  Sliding  and  Hinged  Doors  •  Cold  Storage  Waretiouse  and  Rooms  •  Alcor  Liner  Panels 
'  Environmental  Clean  Rooms 
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My  name  i.s/ iKy^lfL^ S^^^^  *^\^f\      •^^  ^^   .   i  have  been  authorized  to 
speak  at  tnis  hearing  for  Thomas  R.  McMillan.   I  shall  read  the 
statement  that  he  wishes  to  be  made  a  matter  of  public  record. 

TO  THE  OFFICIALS  PRESIDING  AT  THE  MBTA  AND  MDPW  PUBLIC  HEARING 
ON  THE  CAPITAL  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  RELOCATING  THE  ORANGE  LINE 

I  am  an  attorney  in  the  Back  B^yj  area  of  Boston  and  have  recently 

purchased  a  home  in  Sharon.   One  of  the  most  significant  factors 

in  my  decision  to  buy  a  home  in  Sharon  was  the  accessibility  of 

train  service  from  Sharon  to  Back  Bay  Station  and  the  proximity 

of  Back  Bay  Station  to  my  office.   I  had  been  aware  of  efforts  on 

the  part  of  riders  who  use  Back  Bay  Station  to  insure  the 

continuation  of  train  service  to  Back  Bay  and  knew  that  their 

efforts  had  resulted  in  the  passage  of  section  18  of  the  Transportation 

Bill,  House  Bill  6865Q,  which  prohibits  the  MBTA  and  the  secretary 

of  transportation  and  construction  from  discontinuing  rail  passenger 

service  to  the  Back  Bay. 

I  find  the  current  proposal  to  close  Back  Bay  Station  for  up  to 
four  years  impossible  to  reconcile  with  the  Legislature's  mandate 
that  service  to  Back  Ba[yi  be  continued.   We  are  all  aware  of  the 
contempt  unelected  public  officials  frequently  show  for  petitions 
presented  by  their  constituents.   Our  public  transportation 
officials  apparently  have  so  little  concern  for  the  interests  of 
passengers  that  they  feel  free  not  only  to  ignore  their  petitions, 
but  to  ignore  legislation  enacted  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of 
those  passengers. 


Thomas  R.  McMillan 
28  Billings  Street 
Sharon,  Mass.  02131 
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CONSTRlJCnON 
CO.,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  266 

■1.54   Main  Street   -  Soiucrset,   Massachusetis  02726 

Telephone  Area  Code  617  676-1001 

June   14,    1976 


Mr,  Anthony  Pangaro 

Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Development  Project 

Executive  Department 

8  Asticon  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02130 

Dear  Mr,  Pangaro: 

Please  let  me  add  my  name  and  our  firm's  name  to  the  list  of  those 
supporting  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills 
Relocation. 

Surely  it  must  be  painfully  obvious  that  without  a  recommitment  to 
mass  transit  New  England  will  be  come  only  a  foot  note  in  the  future 
history  books  written  about  the  United  States, 

Sincerely  yours. 


,erald   E.  McNally,  Jr/-/ 


President 
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NEWSLETTER  TO   RAIL   COMMUTERS    —    July    6,     1976 

The  big  Public   Hearing   which  will   afford  you   an   opportunity    to    rogiHter   your 
protest  against   curtailment   of   any  of    the   train    sorvico   you   now  hi-ivo   will    he- 
held  at  the   State  Diagnostic   Laboratory,    305   South   Street,    Jamaica   Plain    (n«-ar 
forest  Hills   Station)    on  July   15-1   P.M.    to    5   P.M.    and    7   P.M.    to   11    P.M.      If 
you  cannot  attend,    but  would    like   your   opposition   to    this  depression    plan    t ';    ' 
jeopardizes   commuter   rail    service  made   a  matter   of    i)uhlic   record   a    short:   vi 
statement   prepared   by   you   can   be   read   by   someone   who   will    be   tli<;re!.      I'l«-.i.--.' 
Vour  name  and   address   and    leave   at    Information   ixis;!:     ih    tli.-   SmH  li   Si  .li'-.u   <- 
"^ck   ijay  station. 


% 
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SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  PLANNING  WITH  RESPECT 

TO  JAMAICA  PLAIN   (7/15/76  me^.tin6) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ +++++ 

12  July  1976 

from;  William  Herbert  Metten   |\jj  kj .■  %<si^iC^ 

Boylston  Conplwgatlonal  Church 

207  Amory  St.  (cor.  Boylston  and  Amory  Sts),  J. P.  021:50 

(reB.:  53  Torrey  St.,  Dorchester  02124) 


As  the  people  who  actually  live,  have  lived,  and/or  have  our 
deeply  rootod  activity  in  the  community  -  not  wlnay  oratorical 
outslaere  with  only  exploitation  and  the  buck  as  motivation  - 
we  do  indeed  put  OUR  community  FIRST. 

The  record  of  previous  administrations  and  preparers  of  planning 
is  one  of  no  serious  accomplishment  since  1948  -  nearly  30  years. 
The  taxpaying  residents  of  the  area  are  entitled  to  more  than 
empty  impractical  plans  and  promises  which  have  led  only  to 
continued  increase  in  "blight.    Those  who  actually  are  In  the 
affected  area  must  live  with  the  consequences. 

We  need  and  request,  therefore,  the  simplest,  the  fastest,  the 
least  disruptive,  the  least  costly  solution,  which  should  turn 
out  to  be  best  for  all  legitimately  concerned. 

We  respectfully  and  urgently  recommend  these  items: 

1.  The  emban'iment  reiiains  up  and  is  modified  to  take  the  required 
five  rails. 

2.  Underpasses  are  well  lighted  -  even  high  or  low  pressure 
sodium  vapor  lamps  which  are  recognized  by  iungineers  in  the 
lighting  business  as  the  best  in  the  business  for  outdoor 
lighting.   These  underpasses  to  be  essentially  at  present 

'.  grade. 

3.  Arterial  road  from  Jackson  Sq.  to  Forest  Hills.   Otherwise 
the  6  lane  highway  from  Massachusetts  Ave.  to  Jackson  3q. 
seems  tota  ly  uneces^ary  because  it  becomes  abruptly  cut  off 
at  Jackson  Sq.,  leading  to  nowhere.   The  claim  of  attracting 
many  more  travelers  seems  not  substantial  -   only  those  who 
must  (eg,  for  commeriial  reasons)  even  consider  going  to 
Boston  by  auto  because  of  poor  parking  facilities  and  traf j ic 
congestion.   This  road  essentially  at  same  graae  as  present  streets, 

4.  Do  not  have  any  parking  lots  at  the  neighborhood  MBTA  stations. 
The  travel  distances  are  not  that  great  and  it  only  encourage  s 
needless  traffic  and  is  somewhat  hazardous  in  coming  in  and  out 
of  these  narrow  confines. 

5.  consider  use  of  automatic  signal  plates  in  the  approaches  to 
the  arterial  road  to  minimize  accidents. 

-  continued  - 
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6.  No  closing  off  of  Lamartlne  St.  anywhere:  This  Is  one  of  streets 
needed  for  wlear  sailing  In  cases  of  emergencies.  The 
assignment  of  parts  of  this  street  to  "development"  la  clearly 
unecessary  (reference  Is  to  several  sketches  in  Vol.  II)  and 
seemingly  capricious. 

7.  Building  anc  exploitation  of  much  of  the  land  indicated  in 
Vol.  II  should  be  kept  at  an  absolute  minimum  except  to  meet 
obvious  lack  in  local  situations  -  certain  specialty  stores, 
local  postal  station,  etc.   too  many  stores  and  small 
busines'^^es  have  been  closing  permanently:  Why  encourage  more 
failures?    More  houses  meaas  more  people  pollution  and 
more  car  pollution  since  you  cannot  prevent  people  from 
biiying  care. 

sketches  IV-37  and  IV-44  begin  to  approach  what  we  have  in  mind 
but  even  those  need  considerable  modification. 

Taking  data  right  of  the  rather  aisorderly  array  of  statements 
of  the  three  volumes,  what  we  aavocate  above  seems  the  most 
practical : 

a)  Fastest:  3  3 A  years.   Other  propposals  take  up  to  over  5  years. 

i:  (p.  5-41). 

b)  Least  noisy  and  disruptive  to  build  (p.  5-55). 

c)  Least  costly  {approx.  $200  million  vs.  f400  million,  at  least, 
p.  5-44). 

I've  need  action  now  before  the  blight  and  costs  completely 
overwhelm  us;   In  1973  I  participated  as  uommitteb  member  In 
wh4t  purportea  to  be  the  last  open  meeting  of  the  public  Transportaticn 
at  the  state  House,  with  Mr.  Al  Kramer  and  others  of  the  Governor's 
staff:  It  was  claimed  that  transfer  of  the  Orange  line  to  the 
Corridor  would  get  started  in  1974.   This  year  Mr.  Salvucci,  an 
active  mem.ber  of  this  Committee,  said  "no  can  do"  because  it  still 
on  the  drawing  boards;  Somebody  must  have  known  this  in  1973  Just 
as  the  real  deficit  must  have  been  known.  These  are  all  the  more 
reason  for  practical  action  NOW. 

In  passing  we  must  object  to  the  very  unclear  and  haphazard 
presentation  of  this  report  by  the  S.W  group.   Even  experts  at 
Northeastern  University  failed  to  decipher  many  of  the  drawings 
in  Vol.  II.    The  objective  of  engine-ring  reports  is  to 
communicate  clearly  information  v;hich  can  be  under st6od  and  used. 

We  thin  k  we  have  deciphered  enough  to  see  that  there:  ie  an 
admission  ( inferentially )  that  full  depression  is  not  feasible 
because  of  the  Stony  Brook  water  level  coming  as  close  as  10  feet 
within  the  present  surcffaces  and  only  the  use  of  concrete  "boats" 
will  do  the  Job  at  an  expense  far  beyond  what  was  projectea.   It 
would  be  less  excense  to  use  sounu  battles  (if  really  needec  - 
Federal  guloe  lines  these  days  arc  hi(/hly  Euspect)  v;hich  can  be 
no  worse  than  some  builaings  (  viz.  City  Hall). 

-  continue-  - 
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This  admission  Is  seen  In  the  attempt  to  present  the  new  plans 

for  partial  depression.   This  means  to  me  that  many  if  not  all 

of  the  cross  over  streets  must  "be  raised  to  conslaerable  height, 

which  make  harriers  that  prevent  passage  from  side  of  the  stre^^t 

to  the  other  and  blocking  off  many  entrances  and  complicating 

local  traffic  patterns  needlessly.    This  seems  to  be  shown 

in  figures  IV-23,  IV-44,  IV-52:   Among  other  things  me  interpret 

this  to  mean  complete  blocking  off  the  entrance  of  the  parking 

lot  and  church  entrance  of  Boylston  Congregational  Church. 

We  have  heard  of  no  approach  to  authorlzea  representatives  of  the 

(Jhurch  concerning  such  an  outrage.   The  report  was  supposed  to  be 

made  Incorporating  consultation  with  the  victims  involved  and 

we  submit  that  in  this  Instance  that  was  not  aone.   We  strenOQsly 

object  this  treatment  as  unfair  ana  alscrlminatory . 

In  Nov.  30,  1972,  there  wa§  Issued  a  paper  that  received  no 

publicity:  "Governor  Francis  W.  Sargent:  Policy  Statement  on 

Transportation  in  the  Boston  Region  .   On  page  13: 

"On  the  basis  of  current  Federal  aid  levels,  the  total  program 
recommended  today  (Ed.-  the  famous  TV  speech)  should  take  about 
15  years  to  get  fully  under  contract  and  I8  or  20  years  to 
complete.   I  am  hopeful. that  increasea  Federal  aid  will 
permit  cutting  this  span  by  five  to  eight  years." 

That  still  leaves  13  to  15  years,  which  fact  has  been  soft  pedalled. 

Please  plan  to  do  things  to  help  the  people  who  must  suffer  the 
consequences.   The  right  to  fair  play  applies  to  all  citlxens,not 
Just  the  ever  active  manipulator  and  speculator. 


hauing  aaoress:   2/0  Massachusetts  Ave,  Arlington  0217U 

y  Ok  >^° 

STATE! J^NT  by  llT/l]  Ir.Tf.T  11.  MIvfER 

»i;/.;:.bTrj  Southwest  Corridor  V/orkinc  Coiraittoe,  the  Ketropolitan  VJsterchcd  Group, 
r.-'vl  the  I'lVGtic  River  '.iatershed  Association,  Inc. 
r.t  the  Southwest  Corridor  Develop.TiCnt  i\iblic  Hearing,  July  1$,  1976 


The  Southwest  Corridor  Environmental  Lmpact  Analysis  by  Frederic  R.  Karris,  Inc., 
is  vrell  researched  and  vi'itt-en.  Yet  nuch  has  to  be  added  before  an  alternative  of 
distinction  enersres,  Tho  capital  investment  will  run  in  the  hundreds  of  millions. 
Tiro  years  ago  wa  vere  told  at  the  sigiiing  of  the  jr.emoraaduri  of  agreement  that  here 
was  "the  largest  potential  expansion  of  metrccolitan  green  space  since  Frederick 
Lr\'J  01jr.sted". 

He  favor  a  speedy  impleruentation  of  the  project  because  it  would  help  to  give 
people  employnent  and  strengthen  the  region's  econo:iy.  "Cn  the  other  hand,  the  fiscal 
plight  has  cut  the  budgets  of  the  Boston  Park  Department  and  the  Hstropolitan 
District  Comr.iission  to  the  bone.  They  are  in  no  mood  of  accepting  the  responsibility 
of  implementing,  and  eventually  managing,  any  park  and  recreation  facilities. 

VJithout  their  cooperation  the  South-vrest  suffering  from  long  standing  neglect, 
cannot  hops  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  to  introduce  beauty, 
urban  structure  and  better  qualities  of  life  as  a  result  of  this  transportation  projeci 
The "  Harris  report  sketches  a  munber  of  sensible  and  imaginative  proposals  to 
corapensste  for  any  negative  impact  by  positive  concepts,  (pages  2-11,  2-11;  and 
7-135/6).  He  hope  that  the  Green  Line  bus  garage  v;ill  not  harm  the  e>d.stihg  wetland. 

Vv'e  are  thinking  of  bicycle  and  foot  paths  along  the  corridor.  They  could  ssv^fe   to  ' 
local  neighborhood  and  regional  parks  like  Franklin  Park  and  Arboretum  as  well  as  the 
"lany  museums  and  other  amenities.  It  wil]^  take  vision  and  cooperation  from  the 
responsible  agencies,  and  the  steady  hand  of  the  urban  design  consultant  to  create 
visual  and  functiorial  continuity  and  style. 

Those  of  us  viho  are  seriously  concerned  about  the  design  of  the  Corridor  as  an 
important  regional  element  and  also  as  a  vital  part  of  the  adjacent  neighborhoods 
believe  that  it  is  essential  to  depress  the  tracks  2$   fset  so  that  all  crossings 
of  the  Corridor  can  be  level.  Since  the  Harris  report  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
existing  Stony  Brook  culvert  is  one  of  the  chief  obsi:>acles  to  this  objective, 
one  m.ust  face  both  the  cost  considerations  and  the  design  considerations. 

Vie  believe  that  anything  less  than  a  full  depression  will  do  nothing  to  eliminate 
the  existing  visual  and  psychological  barrier,  and  therefore  that  the  full  cost 
mrast  be  paid  or  the  embanl-a-nent  allowed  to  remain.  Hcvrever,  it  appears  to  us  ;;orth 
investigating  the  feasibility  of  reducing  the  size  of  tr.e  present  cialvert,  with  or 
v;ithout  relocation,  in  conjunction  with  the  Environmental  rrotection  Agency's 
Clean  V/atsr  Project,  and  at  a  potentially  considerable  saving  in  cost.  Our 
reasoning  is  as  follows: 

Stony  Brook  has  been  abused  as  a  sewer  since  it  was  culverted  in  the  second  half  of 
the-  last  cer.t^^,'-.  A  combined  sanitary  and  storm  dizain  is  prone  to  overflcr.ving  after 
heavy  rains  because  t-he  street  run-off  increases  with  the  rainfall.  A  separation 


01    sanitaiy  and  storrn  drainage  elirrdnates  the  s-vjel.ling  of  sewage  volume  after 
hea\y  rain,  and  therefore  the  need  for  large  sevrer  cross-sections. 

It  appears  that  much  practiaclly  unpolluted  run-off  is  being  iri±>:ed  with  sev;age 
in  the  case  of  Stony  Brook.  The  upper  6h.5.'j  of  its  watershed  area  are  sewered 
directly  to  KHit  Island  and  the  stomi  drainage  enters  the  culvert  v/ith  an  average 
separation  of  93:^.  This  percentage  can  still  ir.prove  by  better  gate  maintenance  , 
repair  of  regulators,  and  by  separation  of  the  few  combined  sev.'ers  —  12. 2/^  of 
the  6U.5/0  mentioned.  These  percentages  are  based  on  data  of  the  "v/ater  Quality 
IiiiproveRBnt  Report  of  the  Boston  Back  Bay  Fens"  by  GE  Maguire  for  the  L'assachusetts 
Livision  of  VJater  Pollution  Control  in  1973. 

Our  Metropolitan  Watershed  Group  does  not  claim  professional  co.Tipetence;  however, 
v:e  are  sufficiently  intrigued  to  ask  the  follovring  questions: 

1  Can  the  separated  storm  run-off  from  the  6U,5/j  upper  v;atershed  area  be  kept  from 
being  polluted^ and  flcij  into  Back  Bay  Fens,  augmenting  the  quantity  and  improving 
the  quality  of  its  water?  -  VHiat  is  the  diameter  of  the  required  pipe?  - 

Can  this  unpolluted  imn-off  on  its  way  to  the  Fens  serve  to  create  retention  ponds 
where  place  permits,  ponds  for  visual  enhancement,  and  possible  fishing  and 
boating? 

2  X-Jhat  cross-section  culvert  is  required  to  continue  to  carry  the  combined  sanitary 
and  storm  sewage  from  the  lower  3>S'S%   of  the  watershed  area  to  the  Fens  Gate  Houses 
and  Interceptors?  -  Can  the  volume  of  this  combinded  drainage  be  reduced  further 
by  elimination  of  groundwater  infiltration,  of  defective  tide  gates,  faulty 
regulators,  and  deteriorated  overflov;  connections? 

The  Harris  report  accepts  the  Stony  Brook  hydrologj'  as  a  given.  It  is  our  contentior 
that  the  study  should  analyze  Stony  Brook's  potential  for  an  irioroved  hydrology. 
If  the  tentative  conclusion  is  that  the  Southwest  depressed  trarispcrtation  trench 

design  and  cost  xan  profit  from  such  improvement,  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Pevelopnent  Coordinator  might  wish  to  explore  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  a 
coordination  with  the  "208"  project  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  which 
has  available  for  metropolitan, Boston  nearly  one  billion  dollars.  The  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  has  expressed  the  willingness  to  cooperate,  and  to  coordinate 
its  clean-up  schedule  with  that  of  the  Southvrest  transportation  project. 

In  conclusion,  then,  the  majority  of  the  Metropolitan  Watershed  Group  approves 
in  principle  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Harris  report.  However,  we  strongly  urge 
additiorial  work  in  its  open  space  and  urban  design  aspect,  without  which  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Development  will  fail  to  enhance  the  amenities  and  quality  of 
life  in  that  part  of  Boston. 

Furthermore,  we  request  that  the  Harris  report  provide  sufficient  additional 
information  concerning  the  Stony  Brook  hydrology  to  evaluate  its  potential  for 
(1)  preserving  its  ok.Sfo   of  separated  street  run-off,  (2)  reducing  the  quantity 
of  its  35*^/0   of  combined  sewage,  and  thereby  decreasing  the  size  of  the  culvert, 
(3)  exploring  the  coordination  with  the  schedule  of  the  clean  vater  project  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  and  finally,  (1;)  the  cost 'saving  all  around," 
and  the  potential  for  additional  amerj.ties  this  coordination  may  contain. 


I3( 


Joanne  Minich 
28  Cottage  St 
Wellesley,  MA  02181 


I  am  for  the  increase  in  commuter  rail  service  not  the  curtailment. 


''j^    iitatement  at  The  riblic  Hearing  on  The  Environmental  Impact 
,         of  The  Proposed  Development  of  The  Southwest  Corridor 

by  David  A.  Mittell,  Jr. 
July  15,  1976 

Thankyou  very  much  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  this  evening. 
My  najne  is  David  Alan  Mittell,  Jr.   I  live  at  281  Chestnut  Avenue,  Ja- 
maica Plain.   By  profession  I  am  a  teacher.   I  am  also  a  candidate  for 
State  Representative  in  the  13th  District  of  Suffolk  County,  a  district 
that  straddles  the  Southwest  Corridor  for  2\   miles,  from  Jackson  Square 
in  Roxbury  to  Blanvon  Road  in  Forest  Hills. 

As  briefly  as  I  can  I  would  like  to  summarize  my  views  on  the  en- 
vironmental impact  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  section  of  the  proposed  project. 
These  are  views  I  have  developed  in  attending  over  40  meetings  and  in 
numerous  discussions  with  public  officials  and  private  citizens. 

First,  the  project  as  a  whole  is  sound.   Tearing  down  the  present 
Washington  Street  El,  and  relocating  the  Orange  Line  in  the  Southwest 
Corridor  can,  if  it  is  done  correctly,  be  the  economic  and  aesthetic 
salvation  of  Jamaica  Plain., 

Jamaica  Plain's  assets  are  many.   It  has  outstanding  geology  smd 
architecture,  a  fine  mix  of  people,  the  best  arboretum  in  the  world, 

and  excellent  if  under  utilized  recreation  spots  in  Jamaica 

Pond  and  Franklin  Park. 

But  we  have  our  problems  as  well,  problems  that  militate  against 

Jamaica  Plain's  being  a  desirable  place  to  live  and  raise  children. 

Aside  from  the  problem  of  the  schools,  two  of  our  greatest  problems 

are  (l)  unemployment  and  underemployment,  and  (2)  the  twin  environmental 

disasters  of  the  Washington  Street  El  and  the  vacant  land  that  lies 

]  along  the  Southwest  Corridor.   The  project  under  consideration  todav 


can  ^olve  both  these  problems.   It  can,  in  short,  make  all  the  differ- 
ence to  Jamaica  Plain. 

But  as  I  said,  the  project  to  succeed  must  be  built  right.   Not- 
withstanding the  yeoman  work  done  by  Mr,  Pangaro's  office  over  the  last 
two  years  in  evaluating  every  conceivable  aspect  of  the  project,  this 
project  emerges  with  some  flaws. 

The  Arterial  Street. 

The  greatest  of  these  flaws  by  far  is  the  so-called  Arterial  Street, 
The  Arterial  Street,  as  you  know,  would  parallel  the  relocated  Orange 
Line  in  the  Southwest  Corridor,   The  portion  of  this  street  that  will 
run  in  the  South  End  has,  i  as  I  understand  it,  been  agreed  upon.   The 
South  End  wants  it  as  a  replacement  for  Columbus  Avenue  and  Tremont 
Street,  and  we  in  Jamaica  Plain  have  no  objection.   The  disputed,  and 
in  my  opinion,  disastrous  part  of  the  Arterial  Street  is  its  extension 
through  Jamaica  Plain  as  far  as  Forest  Hills. 

I  oppose  this  street  for  several  reasons.   First,  it  would  gobble 
up  much  of  the  good  land  in  the  Southwest  Corridor,  land  for  which  there 
are  enormous  developmental  and  recreational  possibilities.   Secondly, 
the  Arterial  in  Jamaica  Plain  would  provide  an  easy  and  direct  automobile 
connection  from  downtown  Boston  and  the  Southeast  Expressway  to  the 
several  major  streets  at  Forest  Hills:   Morton  Street,  Washington  Street, 
Hyde  Park  Avenue,  and  the  Arborway,   This  connection  would  increase 
the  number  of  cars  commuting  through  Jamaica  Plain  many  fold,  much  more 
I  think  than  anyone  reckons.   Such  a  connection  would  also  be  likely 
to  increase  traffic  on  the  South  End  portion  of  the  Arterial,  thus  chang- 
ing its  character  for  the  worse. 

Thirdly,  if  the  so-called  "modified  depressed  alternative"  is  cho- 
sen for  the  rail  corridor,  the  Arterial  would  have  to  be  built  on  an 
embankment  in  order  to  connect  with  Jamaica  Plain's  cross  streets  as 


they  would  rise  to  bridge  the  tracks.   In  some  places  this  embankment 
would  be  only  two  feet  lower  than  the  present  embankment.   We  would, 
in  other  words,  be  spending  300  million  dollars  or  so  to  remove  an  em- 
bankment for  trains  in  ofider  to  build  an  embankment  for  a  road! 

I  am  well  aware  that  althought  there  is  vocal  opposition  to  the 
Arterial  in  Jamaica  Blain,  there  are  also  many  good  people  in  the  com- 
munity who  are  inclined  to  favor  it.   Many  of  these  people  hope  the 
Arterial  will  substantially  reduce  traffic  on  the  Jamaicaway  and  on 
other  local  streets  such  as  Amory  Street  and  Lamartine  Street,   Others 
hold  the  pessimistic,  but  understandable  opinion  that  a  road,  any  road, 
is  tetter  than  a  dumpy,  weedy,  ugly,  and  indefinitely  vacant  Southwest 
Corridor, 

As  to  the  Jamaicaway  argument,  the  datai,  simply  shov/a  that  the  Ja- 
maicaway would  not  be  substantially  relieved  by  an  Arterial  in  the  South- 
west Corridor.   To  the  contrary,  the  Arterial  would  add  to  the  total 
number  of  commuters  through  Jamaica  Plain  per  day.   If  it  is  built, 
we  will  in  effect  have  two  Jamaicaways,  not  onco 

The  goal  of  reducing  traffic  on  Amory  and  Lamartine  Streets  is 
highly  desirable.   But  the  cure  of  the  Arterial  Street  is  in  my  view 
worse  than  the  disease,  and  what  is  more  it  is  unnecessary.   Mr,  Stuart 
Robbins,  a  resident  of  Seaverns  Avenue  in  Jamaica  Plain,  has  proposed 
some  rather  minor  traffic  adjustments  around  Lamartine  and  Amory  Streets, 
adjustment^!  that  would  discourage  through  traffic,   Mr.  Robbins*  pro- 
posals are  so  simple,  so  effective,  so  uncostly,  and  so  seemingly  in- 
telligent, one  can't  help  wondering  if  at  the  bottom  of  the  proposed 
Arterial  doesn't  beat  the -««*B^-' heart  of  a  somewhat  wounded  but  still 
formidable  highway  lobby! 

If  the  Arterial  in  Jamaica  Plain  can  be  obviated  by  local  traffic 


adjustments  like  Mr.  Robbins',  we  who  oppose  it  must  still  answer  the 
question:   if  the  Arterial  ends  a  Jackson  Square  in  Roxbury,  won't  it 
dump  commuter  traffic  onto  Centre  Street,  Columbus  Avenue,  and  Washing- 
ton Street?   The  answer,  it  seems  to  me,  is  no,  because  these  streets 
aren't  really  attractive  to  commuters.   There  are  too  many  traffic  lights 
and  too  much  local  traffic. 

We  have  to  remember  that  automobiles  are  like  droplets  of  water  

they  always  fellow  the  point  of  least  resistance.   When  they  find  re- 
sistance, they  simply  go  elsewhere  sometimes  many  miles  elsewhere- — 

enroute  to  their  destinations.  We  learned  this  somewhat  to  our  aston- 
ishment several  years  ago  when  the  Tobin  Bridge  was  closed  for  several 
months  with  almost  no  effect  on  local  traffic. 

In  short,  it  seems  to  me  that  neither  Jamaica  Plain  nor  any  other 
community  has  any  obligation  whatever  to  be  rent  asunder  by  a  road  built 
primarily  for  use  by  people  driving  from  other  communities  jto  other 
communities  enroute  to  work.   Modern  theories  of  balanced  transportation, 
not  to  mention  the  Golden  Rule,  say  as  much. 

The  Arterial  Street  contradicts,  really,  the  thrust  of  the  mass 
transit  project  under  discussion  today.   I  am  frankly  surprised  that 
Governor  Dukakis  and  Secretary  Salvucci,  both  of  whom  I  admire  as  two 
of  the  most  transit-sensitive  public  officials  in  the  country,  have 
let  the  Arterial  Street  proposal  get  as  far  as  it  has. 

The  Semi-Deioressed  Alternative. 
I      The  second  part  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  proposal  I  would  like 
to  question  is  the  so-called  "semi-depressed  alternative,"   (Af+er  the 
number  of  meetings  that  have  been  held  over  the  last  two  years,  I  v/ould 
think  we  would  all  be  serai-depressed. )   Seriously,  it  seems  to  me  there 


is  some  small  room  for  compromize  on  this  issue  between  the  advocates 
of  a  semi-depressed  roadbed  and  the  position  long  held  by  the  Southwest 
Corridor  Coalition  in  favor  of  a  fully  depressed  roadbed.   There  are 
four  conditions  under  which  I  think  we  in  Jamaica  Plain  should  be  wil- 
ling to  accept  partial  semi-depression.   By  that  inapt  phrase  I  mean 
semi-depressed  in  certain  aections,  fully  depressed  in  others. 

The  first  condition  is  that  the  starting  point  of  "discussion  should 
be  full  depression.   Mr,  Pangaro's  office  should  then  present  the  com- 
munity of  Jamaica  Plain  with  proposed  exceptions  to  full  depression. 
As  it  is  his  office,  which  represents  the  state,  has  declared  a  general 
partial  depression  and  has  asked  the  community  to  state  where  it  objects. 
This,  it  seems  to  many  of  us,  is  an  unfair  demand  upon  the  community 
by  the  professionals. 

The  second  condition  isthat  the  Arterial  Street  not  be  built. 
As  I  said  before,  semi-depression  combined  with  an  Arterial  Street  would 
be  nothing  but  a  300  million  dollar  new  embankments 

Third,  and  this  is  very  important,  in  sections  where  the  roadbed 
is  partially  depressed,  the  land  around  the  tracks  should  be  filled 
in  over  the  height  of  future  catenaries.   This  would  make  the  partially 
depressed  roadbed  in  effect  fully  depressed.   It  would  mean  that  the 
only  environmental  compromise  being  made  by  partial  depression  would 
be  the  so-called  visual  continuity  across  the  corridor.   Noise  levels 
under  this  plan  would  be  as  low  as  under  the  fully  depressed  alternat- 
ive. 

Fourth  and  finally,  the  number  of  new  landtakings  and  buildings 
to  be  razed  ought  to  be  zero.   Under  the  semi-depressed  alternative 
as  presented  by  the  state  a  number  of  further  landtakings  are  said  to 
be  required,  ixt   It  seems  incredible  to  me  that  given  the  huge  swath 


that  was  cleared  for  the  unbuilt  Southwest  Expressway,  the  state  can't 
j    design  five  sets  of  rails  that  fit  into  what  would  have  been  eight  lanes 
and  a  centerstrip  of  highway.   Again,  of  course,  the  Arterial  otreet 
messes  things  up  and  adds  to  the  proposed  number  of  landtakings. 


» 


The  Greenbelt. 


The  third  subject  I  would  like  to  touch  upon  is  the  land  in  the 
corridor  that  won't  be  used  for  transportation.   The  state's  proposal 
for  a  semi-contiguous  greenbelt  parellel  to  the  tracks  on  some  of  this 
land  is  excellent.   However,  it  is  a  proposal  that  hasn't  been  mentioned 
enough.  What   we  really  have  in  the  SJouthwest  Corridor  is  a  truly  his- 
toric opportunity.   The  land  clearing  for  the  Southwest  Expressway  was 
a  disaster  for  Jamaica  Plain.   But  now  that  the  land  is  clear,  the  op- 
I   portunity  exists  to  make  a  major  addition  to  the  Olmstead  Park  system. 
What  we  should  be  thinking  of  is  a  sort  of  back  door  green  belt  connect- 
ing the  Fenway  with  the  Arboretum,  and  possibly  some  day  with  Franklin 
Park. 

The  environmental  impact  study  under  consideration  says  as  much, 

but  seemingly  without  much  enthusiasm.   If  the  authors  of  the  environ- 
mental impact  study  were  as  enthusiastic  about  the  Greenbelt  side  of 
the  project  a-s  they  have  ek^  in  pushing  that  damn  Arterial  Street, 
the  Southwest  Corridor  would  be  the  greatest  garden  in  the  world. 

This  "is  a  good  point  to  mention  a  general  complaint  I  have  about 
the  Southwest  Corridor  project  as  presented  in  the  Environmental  Impact 
Study:   there  isn't  enough  excellence  in  it.   As  I  said  at  the  very 
beginning,  this  project  is  fundamentally  sound.   However  it  is  built, 
I  can't  imagine  its  being  worse  than  the  present  vVashington  Street. El. 

But  what  we  need  is  grand  thinking  the  thinking  of  an  Olmstead, 


I 

or  the  thinking  of  a  Robert  Gourlay,  who  was  the  man  who  first  conceived 
I   of  filling  in  the  Back  Bay.   We  need  competitions  for  the  designs  of 
the  new  stations  like  the  competition  that  was  held  for  the  design  of 
the  New  Boston  City  Hall.   We  need  an  Arterial  Street  in  the  South  End 
that  isn't  just  Asphalt  Acres,  but  id  a  Commonwealth  Avenue,  with  a 
wide  center  strip,  and  trees,  and  brick  sidewalks.   V/e  need  to  engage 
the  help  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  in  planting  the  Greenbelt.   V/e  need, 
in  short,  a  mentality  in  planning  this  project  that  perceives  our  place 
in  history. 

Construction  Jobs. 

Finally  I  wish  to  comment  on  an  issue  that  is  part  of  the  human 
environmental  impact  of  the  project.   That  is  the  request  that  50  ^ 
of  the  jobs  in  the  so-called  minority  communities  through  which  the 
project  will  run,  and  30  io   of  the  jobs  in  the  white  communities  of 
the  project,  be  set  aside  for  minority  group  members,  and  finally  that 
fifty  io   of  the  jobs  in  the  white  areas  of  the  project  go  to  residents 
of  those  areas. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  a  better  way  to  accomplish  the  goals 
of  this  requested  formula  would  be  to  set  aside  at  least  50  io   of  the 
jobs  in  all  communities  of  the  city  through  which  the  corridor  runs 
for  residents  of  those  communities,  and  to  drop  all  mention  of  prefer- 
ence for  minority  group  members. 

The  South  End,  Roxbury,  Mission  Hill,  and  Jamaica  Plain  are  full 
of  minorities  who  would  be  hired  under  a  community  preference  plan, 
I  believe  that  hiring  workers  from  the  communities  where  the  work  is 
being  done  is  som.ething  the.  public  can  understand  and  will  accept. 
But  I  don't  think  the  public  will  SH±xri±  understand  why  an  unemployed 


white  Jamaica  Plain  resident  must  wait  on  the  hiring  of  an  unemployed 
(   minority  Jamaica  Plain  resident.   In  a  time  of  racial  tension,  in  a 

time  when  urban  residents  sometimes  feel  they  are  fighting  each  other 

for  scraps,  it  seems  to  me  wisdom  whould  indicate  the  course  I  suggest, 
^       That  concludes  my  testimony.   Thankyou  again,  very  much,  for  the 

opportunity  to  be  here. 
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MOUNT   HOPE    BETTERMENT   ASSOCIATION 

10  JEWETT  STREET,   R05LINDALE,  MASS.   02131 


BLANCHE  MOORE,  President 


June  15,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain  Ma  01 130 


Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

V/e  would  like  to  inform  you  that  our  neighborhood 
organization  ,  the  Mount  Hope  Betterment  Association  of 
Roslindale,  strongly  supports  the  proposal  for  the  new 
Orange  Line  and  Amtrak  railroad  to  Forest  Hills  with  an 
adjoining  Greenbelt  Parkway. 

The  people  of  Roslindale  have  already  waited  too 
long  for  improvements  in  the  public  transit  system.  By 
building  the  parkway  to  Forest  Hills,  Roslindale  residents 
will  have  a  faster  and  more  direct  means  to  commute  to  and 
from  downtown  Boston.  In  addition,  we  feel  that  the  replacement 
of  the  Washington  Street  El  with  a  new  Orange  Line  and  railroad 
in  the  corridor  offers  the  best  opportunity  for  future  rapid 
transit  service  beyond  Forest  Hills . 

We  urge  the  rapid  completion  of  this  project. 


Sine ere lyny ours , 


Blanche  Moore 

President, 

Mount  Hope  Betterment  Assc 
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<ERMIT  C.  MDRRISSEY 
PREBIDENT 

June   22,    1976 


92^  t^VtMi/t^njo/an^  •S^Cvenue' 
^»U«n'  02//J 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro,  Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  have  read  the  proposal  for  the  Orange  Line  Relocation 
and  I  wish  to  endorse  it  as  an  excellent  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  Massachusetts  Transit  in  Boston.   The 
transfer  feature  of  the  plan  will  make  access  easier 
throughout  the  system.   The  area  served  represents  a 
population  heavily  dependent  upon  Mass  Transit  and  the  plan 
should  produce  substantial  benefits  for  them. 

I  congratulate  you  and  hope  that  the  Orange  Line  Relocation 
moves  ahead  without  delay. 

With  all  best  wishes, 

'     kermit  C.  Morr'issey        /) 
President  // 
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counselors  at  law 

73  TREMONT  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02108 

(617)  227-7940 


ALFRED   HEMENWAY(I863-I927) 

;haRLES  B   BARNES  (I693-I9S6) 

ARTHUR  G.  MITTON  (1907-1953) 


July  21,  197( 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

8  Asticou  Road 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  Jamaica  Plain  since  January  1963 
and  for  the  past  two  years  have  lived  in  my  own  house  at  18  Cataumet 
Street.   I  have  the  following  comments  in  respect  to  the  Southwest 
Corridor: 

(1)  I  believe  a  road  should  be  constructed  from  Forest  Hills 
to  Jackson  Square.   My  primary  reason  for  holding  this  opinion  is 
that  there  will  be  a  road  in  any  event  from  Jackson  Square  to  the 
center  of  the  city. 

(2)  I  feel  the  Orange  Line  should  be  fully  depressed.   It  is 
my  understanding  that  the  only  real  justification  for  partial  de- 
pression is  economy.   Under  the  circumstances  I  believe  it  desirable 
to  expend  the  additional  funds  and  have  the  line  fully  depressed. 

(3)  I  understand  that  it  is  contemplated  to  include  a  greenbelt 
and  bike  path  in  the  Corridor.   I  think  this  is  most  desirable  and 
hope  that  you  will  continue  to  stress  the  importance  of  this. 


DHM/MEF 


Sincerely, 
David  H.  Morse 


^ 
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Mr.  Chairman 

My  name   is  Dr.  Philip  F.  Mulvey  from  Needham  where  I  am  a  Town  Meeting 
Member  along  with  being  a  consultant  to  the  town  on  environmental  -  legal 
issues,  which  includes  analysis  of  the  reports  the  MBTA  has  sent  to  Needham 
relative  to  future  transportation  needs  in  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

Needham  is  a  community  which  is  steeped  in  history  and  tradition. 
For  example,  on  April  19,  1775,  185  militia  men  took  up  arms  and  prepared 
to  march  to  Concord  to  help  their  commrades  defeat  the  British  at  the 
famous  battle  of  the  Concord  Bridge. 

Today,  it  is  my  considered  opinion  that  the  present  proposal  on 
which  you  are  seeking  funding  could  and  would  change  the  character  of 
Needham  and  leave  an  impact  lasting  another  two  hundred  years. 

I  have  attended  over  95%  of  the  hearings  and  workshops  you  have 
held  relative  to  this  project  and  must  state  for  the  record  I  oppose 
the  granting  of  funds  to  enable  you  to  olawfc  the  proposed  forest  hxlls 
into  South  Cove  Area  lintil  the  community  of  Needham  can  be  assured  that 
commuter  rail  will  continue  to  be  the  mode  of  transportation  from  Needham 
to  Boston. 

Oh  yes  -  I  know  you  have  said,  and  have  put  into  writing  that  the 
options  for  service  to  Needham  are  still  under  study.   Then  I  suggest  that  is  all 
the  more  reason  to  withhold  submission  of  this  grant  request  until  the 
entire  corridor  has  been  planned  and  properly  evaluated. 

Having  read  numerous  legal  cases  involved  in  transportation,  it  makes 
little  sense  and  no  justice  that  a  study  (Forest  Hills  to  Needham)  started 
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by  a  consultant  prior  to  the  start  of  the  Forest  Hills  to  South  Cove  study- 
is  still  not  ready  while  the  more  complex  and  difficult  study  is  before  us 
today.   I  will  suggest  a  reason  -  this  study  of  Forest  Hills  to  South  Cove  is 
the  driver   for  all  that  is  going  to  follow.   I  will  suggest  further  that  the 
Forest  Hills  to  Needham  EIS  will  be  tailored  to  be  compatable  with  the  present. 
What  you  are  asking  the  residents,  and  officials  of  Needham  to  do,  i.e, 
endorse  the  submission  of  the  present  grant  request,  is  like  buying  a  pig 
in  a  poke.   Let  me  point  out  why  I  am  opposed  to  the  submission  of  the 
present  proposal  prior  to  seeing  the  EIS  of  the  Forest  Hills  to  Needham 

First:   How  can  you  justify  a  non-progarmatic  approach  to  a  portion  of 
the  Southwest  Corridor  realizing  that  the  entire  corridor  is  going  to  be 
impacted?  Physically  and  biologically  you  cannot  study  half-pregnancifa  - 
one  is  pregnant  or  isn't.   I  truly  believe  that  a  partial  submission  for 
funding  as  you  are  doing  violates  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969.   Section   102  of  the  Act,  Subsection  C 
says  "a  detailed  statement  by  the  responsible  official  on 

(i)  the  environmental  impact  of  the  proposed  action. 

Gentlemen:   the  proposed  action  by  the  MBTA  is  not  limited  to  the  track 
from  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hills  but  rather  the  entire  track  from  South  Cove 
to  Needham.   Forest  Hills  is  a  station  on  route  -  this  study  has  a  begining 
point  and  a  terminus.   I  believe  it  is  irrational  for  anyone  to  accept 
Forest  Hills  as  a  terminus  for  the  entire  Southwest  Corridor. 

Permit  me  to  show  you  why  I  oppose  your  present  submittal  and  have  so 
informed  the  officials  of  Needham.   The  citizens  of  Needham  have  overwhelmingly 
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stated  by  public  referendum,  town  meeting,  letters  to  the  press  and  at 
public  meetings  that  what  they  want  is  the  continuation  of  the  commuter  rail  - 
cleaned  up  to  at  least  meet  minimum  public  health  common  carrier  standards. 
Now  I  read  in  your  bulletin  dated  June  9,  1976  the  following: 

"The  Authority  proposes  to  replace  the  existing  four  track  railroad  line 
with  five  new  tracks,  three  railroad  and  two  rapid  transit,  occupying  the 
common  right-of-way.   At  Forst  Hills,  the  railroad  would  diverge  off  to  the 
Providence  Line  and  to  the  Needham  Branch"   -  This  sounds  as  if  the  railline  is 
going  to  continue  to  Needham.   Great.   Now  I  read  the  next  sentence. 

"Under  a  separate  project  the  Authority  proposes  to  make  improvements 
to  the  Needham  Branch  by  installing  a  second  set  of  tracks".   Note  carefully  - 
a  separate  project  but  one  linked  to  the  present 

Also,  if  youthink  the  MBTA  has  already  determined  to  install  a  second 
set  of  tracks  -  then  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  await  the  C.  E.  Maguire  report. 
You  have  already  determined  that  the  present  single  track  is  out  and  a  two 
track  system  is  in.   Now  I  read  the  3rd  sentence. 

"At  some  future  date,  the  Authority  would  determine  whether  to  continue  Needham 
Branch  commuter  service  or  to  convert  the  line  to  an  extension  of  the 
Orange  Line". 

On  the  left  hand  you  give  us  a  two  track  commuter  line  on  the  right 
hand  you  gjif— i^to  u  {in\m'^mi»^ttf'^9mmm^sgm-^sSK^   uu— L^igggiwte=fagBftT*w  might 
not  continue  it  or  you  might  convert  it  to  Rapid  Transit.   Gentlemen  - 
the  issue  today  is  the  Sincerity  of  the  Authority.   Why  do  you  change  position 
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in  mid-paragraph?  We  have  labored  in  the  vineyard  of  this  study  for  over  a  year  -  a  ye^ 
ago  I  was  promised  a  copy  of  the  C.E.  Maguire  report  on  Forest  Hills  to  Needham  - 
Inhere  is  it? 

In  summary  -  there  are  many  critical  issues  which  have  not  been  addressed 
in  this  report.   This  report  ought  to  include  the  public's  feeling  and  I 
quote  from  a  recent  article  in  the  press: 

"Some  300  opponents  of  the  MBTA's  plan  to  shut  down  or  curtail  train  and 
bus  services  to  Needham,  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale  during  expansion  in  the 
South  west  corridor  reportedly  told  MBTA  Chairman,  Robert  Kiley  that  they 
would  not  use  rapid  transit  on  the  present  ©range  Line.   The  system  we  have  now  is  more 
than  adequate." 

In  closing,  two  hundred  years  ago  we  lost  5  militia  men  from  Needham  while 
winning  the  battle  of  Concord.   We  are  determined  to  win  the  battle  of  the  most 
appropriate  transportation  system  for  Needham  in  order  that  over  a  thousand 
of  our  daily  commuters  can  have  freedom  to  ride  the  train  and  not  be  forced 
on  to  the  Orange  lii\e  track  of  insecurity.     Thank  you 
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Edward  B.  Murphy 
303  Trent  St 
Newton,  MA 


I  am  100%  for  this  project  to  benefit  all  the  city  area. 


My  name  is  Connie  Nelson  and  I  live  at  224  South  Street,  Ja.TiO.icn 

Plain,  in  the  -^'ordham  Court  apartments.   I  have  been  attendinR  infor- 
mational meetin^^s  and  g  inp  throuf'^h  the  :''iivironmental  Impact  -.nal.ysi  s 
so  I  cou  d  learn  more  ab'^ut  the  effects  of  the  proposed  nevi/  orant""e  line 
and  arterial  road  in  our  backyard.   I  support  bui"  ins:  the  fully  depress 
cranfce  line  and  I  support  the  arterial  built  from  the  South  End  to 
Jackson  Square,  but  not  continu'ng  to  Forest  Hills.   I  oppose  the 
rood  being  built  to  Forest  Hills  for  the  following:  reaFons:   I  do  not 
want  Jamaica  Plain  to  be  r]ivi':"'ed;  I  do  not  want  increased  suburban  and 

truck  traffic;  and  I  do  not  want  incre.Tsed  noise  and  air  pollution, 
S-H-'=;gBy-arooo , — e-a^il:ujLn_j]iaTiox44e^leveis— ^i«:-li-"i n^erea s-  e'«;^ii-&a-x4:fflusu 

6±.3.ndards-.   My  building  is  already  subject  to  a  lot  of  transportation 

noise:  the  Arborway  ^reen  line  runs  in  front,  Morton  Street  arterial 

traffic  on  the  side,  Amtrak,  commuter  rail  and  the  Orange  Line  in  back.. 

I  dread  the  thought  of  a.-'ditional  traffic  that  v/ould  be  attracted  by 

the  arterial  road.   I  am  convinced  that  the  arterial  road  would 

attract-  and  not  merely  divert  traffic.   There  Ls  an  estimated  increase 

of  8500  cars  a  day.   The  state's  estimates 'have  grov/n  since  I  have  been 

attending  meeti.ngs  from  25,000  to  36,000  cars  a  day.   I  personally 

spoke  with  commuters  at  Forest  Hills  station  who  were  looking  forv/ard 

to  a  road  po  they  v/ould  not  have  to  contend  v\rith  -:ass  transit.   It 

doesn't  make  sens_e  to  me  to  build  the  new  Orange  Line -and  then  ^iscourag 

its  use  by  putting  in  a  road  next  to  it.   The  road  only  has  this  effect 

of  a  suburban-dov/ntown  expressway  by  coming  all  tie  way  to  Forest  Kills-- 

I  do  support  building  theroad  to  ^ack:-.on  Squa:"e  where  it  v/ill_i  -^  rove 

traffic  patterns  for  the  t'outh  End  and  wxbury.   But  ■  ±— eh&&.Lt— ?^e«— th^tt 

it  will  ckr^Ttrr'TTeighlTOTtrocrd— grrrr-^^  bring  in  not  only  \ 

suburban  c  .'.rs  but  very  likely  trucks.   Trucking  dispatche-s  v/ou^d  'like 

a  new  access  road  into  Bontin,  but  with  all  the  n-^ise   nd  air  pol  ution 

I  mentioned  ear'ier,  I  really  don't  want  to  put  up  vrith  trucks  barreling 

through  all  nif^ht. 

Most    impor"*    nt,    a   large   roa^    rhrou"-h  tie -^'outhu'est   Corridor  v/culd 

endan  -^r   the    concet    of   Jamaica   Pl.^in   a--   a    commun'ty.    The   Grange   line 

and   Amt-'-ak   and    coT-^^uter   rail    lines   '-/ill    '•■ake    sop.vhat    of   a    barrier 

betv/een   the    t-'o    nides.   of   "'■"^e    ciordor.      'J-'his    ■    y   divide    J~mo"^"c'     Plain 
a  I  on'"  rc:lal    l-ne?-,'Ahen   the   v-7'.v    f    ct    that    J.".n:-iica    *  lain   i      ■     --ive"- 


CO:?  'mi +"■/.'  is  I'.r.ipor   nt  to  •  e  and  3x\j      ociderits.   I  r'   not  w^nt  to 
be  cut  off  rrorn  1/5  of  rr.y  re"i"'hbor:'^  by  tv/o  t  ■ains,  a  rass  t~^?n3it 
">  ine  -nd  a  road.   Tliere  ■  e  better  v/a.ys  ;::  u  'o  the  -^■outhv/e:  t  CJorridor 
land.   I  v/'uJd  ho^'e  it  v;ould  be  used  for  rarks,  rd.ayinr:-  fiel.:-s  for 
the  new  b.i'rh  school  -no.  -^ther  projects  whi^h  rninir:!' ze  racb.G;--  'nan 
rn';!:''' :aiz""'  -'be  ba   "on  c;?us  d  by  the  nail  line.'':. 

-'o"!"  i-his  S'H^e  ne-'';"-on,  j  'mi;  oonosed  to  the  '^od-'fiod  depression  of  ' 

of  the  onan;-':e   ine.   I  do   uppor!"  the  '.ew  ora'^r-e  line  heini^  built,  but 

it  must  be  fully  denressed  to  mrnini  ize  barrier  effects.   Ibis  plan 

tOF:ether  with  no  arterial  road,  is  also  -he  s  ifest.isx  I-'any  kids  play 

on  the  e-ibankment  -nd  this  cannot  be  overlooke(^.   I  '-^elieve  the 

;;apital  rrrant  should  be  rrride  n  the  basis  of  full  depression, 
>•-  reject  of  this  oize  vn.ll  have  a  great  effect  on  the  community 

and  a  nev;  orange  line,  fully  depressed,  could  be  an  iaprovement  for 

the  community  if  it  is  not  accompanied  hfH^   an  arterial  road. 


HOME;     524-3643 
OFFICE:  353-2027 
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J.   ROBERT  NELSON 

480  JAAAAICAWAY 
BOSTON,  AAASSACHUSETTS  02130 


July  16,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
Southv;est  Corridor  Coordinator 
500  Arbor', /ay 
Jr.ra-Aica  Plain  02130 


Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

Having  been  unable  to  attend  the  meeting:  of 
July  15th,  I  wioh  to  register  ny  strong  support 
for 

-  depressing  the  train  tracks, 

-  extending  the  service  road  to  Forest  Hills, 

I  believe  that  these  modifScations  will  con- 
tribute to  the  convenience  of  traffic  and  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  corridor  area. 


Sincerely  your 


'(Prof.  Boston  Univ.) 


1^1 


LAMARTINE  -  ATHERTON  -  MOZART 
CIVIC  ASSOCIATION 

1 07  Lamartine  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 

July    13,    1976 


i!y 


Francis  P.  O'Loughlin,  President 
Donald  Schonc,  Treasurer 
Joseph  P.  McGovern,  Secretory 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

500  The  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Ma   02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

The  problems  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  have  plagued  and  divided  our 
community  for  a  decade  now.   As  we  move  towards  a  final  solution  it  is 
vitally  important  that  those  people  whose  homes  come  into  direct  contact 
with  the  corridor  be  given  a  chance  to  voice  their  concerns.   For  years 
we  have  never  known  what  the  future  our  neighborhood  or  even  our  homes 
would  be.   The  members  of  the  Lamart ine-Atherton-Mozart  Civic  Association, 
representing  life-long  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  who  have  had  to  suffer 
from  the  delays  and  turmoil  surrounding  the  expressway,  ripping  out  of 
homes,  fires  in  abandoned  buildings,  crime  and  years  of  nothing  done  now 
see  a  chance  to  undo  the  devastation^ vandali sm  of  the  past  twenty-five 
years . 

The  time  has  come  to  take  a  positive  step  to  rebuild  our  community.   We 
endorse  the  proposal  for  a  new  M.B.T.A.  and  railroad  line  with  an  arterial 
street  to  Forest  Hills.   This  project  will  improve  the  safety  of  our  streets 
the  value  of  our  homes,  and  the  quality  of  our  neighborhood. 

?Jot  to  build  the  parkway,  on  the  other  hand,  leaving  the  vacant  land 
available  for  industry,  or  housing  projects,  would  be  an  outrage,  utterly 
unacceptable  to  the  people  of  our  area,  especially  after  so  many  years  of 
waiting  and  uncertainty.   We  urge  the  quick  completion  of  the  entire  project 
to  Forest  Hills . 


-^2 


-/l^Ui^ 


Franc  i  s   <ft. 
Pre  si  dent 
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Winifred  Orange 
Lamartine  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  wish  to  arterially  depress  the  modification  so  that  Forest  Hills 
does  not  become  Jackson  Square. 


LOCAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  END,  INC. 

20  UNION  PARK,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02118  •  266-5120 


July   15,    1976 


Mr,  Robert^. Kiley,  Chairman        ':"  V; 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  .  - 

45 -High -Street  '  ^  ,  : 

^  Boston,- MA "02110 

Dear  Mr,-  Kiley; 

In  reference  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  project  the  long 
teinn  view  would  support  complete  depression  of  all  rail  trans- 
portation in  order  to  reduce  its  disruptive  effect  upon  our 
neighborhoods  and  their  families.   Would  you  want  a  half-ex- 
posed train  roaring  past  your  window? 

'  We  heartily  concur  with  the  Contractors   Association  of 
Boston  and  the  Third  World  Construction  Task  Force  positions 
in  relationship  to  the  amount  of  minority  contractors  and  con- 
struction workers  ability  to  obtain  contracts  and  find  jobs 
in  the  project.   We  are  prepared  to  assist  the  minority  com- 
panies with  technical  assistance  to  strengthen  their  financial, 
personnel,  and  management  systems. 

Along  with  other  organizations  concerned  about  minority 
businesses  and  the  economy  in  these  inter-city  areas  we  urge 
your  favorable  consideration  of  concerns  as  articulated  by 
r:  .the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition, 


Sincerely, 


i/jUjL&y^ 


William  S,  Oshima, 
Manager 


k 


cc:    Representative   Robert  Fortes 

Richard   Soden 
,,-^    ■j-Elbert  .Bishop  ^      •;;.•;;,,.,;. 


A  PROJECT  OF  THE  UNITED  SOUTH  END  SETTLEMENTS 


Kenneth  L  Brown,  Executive  Director 


/V^ 


'-TATr'i::>iT  0-  lU'T/tCATio::  or  ti.i:  n^^\:;u[-  M;.;i:  a>;d  ti;i:  ?i;(>?0Gi;p  artkhial  :V>ai)  l;  j.\>l\u.a 
plat::. 

^ROM:  Mrs,    Eleanor   Pcncoc);  As:    Pr.-sldcnt   nf    the   !,av7n<!.-ile   Ncijinorliooti  A-;Mociation  ■:. 

»5  '.nrartine   Terrace  Member  of    the    Honrd   of   ijirectors   of    tlic  Jnmai.ca  Phiin 

Jai;iaica   Plain,    Mass.  'ie.ig'n'jorhood   House. 

'Living  resided    in   Jnnaica   Plain  almost   all  of  my   life,    16   years   of   this    time  at   5   T^inartlnc 
Terrace,    I  wish    to  add,thi->   statement    to    the   one   T  made  at   the  Hearing- on   July   15  as,    .'.t 
tli.1t  tine   I  was   representing   the   ;;eighborhood  Coalition   of  Janaica  Plain  ao   Chairperson   to 
'.heir  Transports tJ.ou  Comm'f;tee   and   also  because   of   the   lateness   of   the  hour  when  my   tcfti- 
Tiony  v/as   ^ivcn   there   v/as  not    time. 

\r  !;eii]Iihnrhood  Association,  v/hich  :iR  a  memher  of  the  Noighbo^-hood  Coalition  of  J. P.,  is 
TO'lprised  of  hnmartine  Street,  between  Greer.  Street  &  Boylston  Street,  and  all  tlv.^  little 
si'le  streets   off   of   T.araartlr'e    in    that   area. 

■>  niiiiiier  of  years   ap,o,    after   playing   ''musical  highvTays''  with   our  nci;;liborhcod    for  a   goodly 
Mnp,   the.  State  began   the   land   and  hone   taVing   in   the   South   V'ost   Corridor.      After   the   dust 
li-id  settled,    the   highway  had   been   defeated   and   calm  settled   once  more  on   our  ncighlioriiood , 
•'r>  frujnd  ourselves    faced   \»'ith   some   horrendous  prohlcns.    Hn:Tieownf?rs   h-Td    left--home'^   h.id   bc.tr 
:l.;.srroyed    -those    left   were   bring  allc.'od    r  i   deteriorate  because  n'-'   one  was   .'^ure   it  v.-ould   I'- 
■'irtlivbilr    to  keep    them  up.      The  Fire   !)epar^lnent  was   spending   r.o  much   time   there — they   snoi'''- 
!i.''"c  opened   an   auxiliary   r.t-Ttion   and,    all    in   all,    things  vrerc   in    very  had    shape,      iiowever, 
''iiring  the   past    few  years    t'lc   people  who  "ore   courageous   enough    to   stay, joined  by   ■^ome  nn- 
'iMvo  folks  who  have   purchased   bones    in    tlie  area,    have   gotten   together  and   have  brougiit   ou- 
n''ig!ihorbood  l^ack   to  a   quiet    residential    area, with  mostly  owner-occupied   homes.      homes  havt.' 
'^'.'en  upgraded,    painted,    fence."   built,    fardt^ns    planted,    etc.      ilnving   accompli  .jhed    this    '■','    ii-" 
^■■"r'<  and    dr>dication    and   without    the   h{?lp    of    'itate   or   Cov./Tnr'enr    wo   would    like    to   kc^i^    it-    i'r- 
■•My,.-'.nd   are   very   concerned    aKout    tha    plan    for   relocation   "f    tlic    ''range   '^.ino   and    t!ie    iiroi-.-.«>'  ' 
\i-trri;il    ''freer. 

*t  t'lo  hearing   on   .Tvly    15th,    wliile   waiting    to   be   called    to    testify,    T    listenod    to    ;-u'-ur'''.n-. 
•tcs  ■•!)o   told   T"e   wbint    they   \-anted    in    n-y   neighnorh-.;.>d- ■  pol  i  tie  ian=-   ^'ho,    agai;!  ,iiave   deci^ie-i 
v''..it   is   to  be  done    in  ny  neigliborhood   and    nlso   '^ome,    liopef'illy,    '..'ellmoa-.-'ng  persons   fron 
"t'lPr  parts   of    .Taraica   Plain   who    ^eoTne  1    to    fev^l  ,    since    tii'jy   •.'onM   r.ot   have    to    live   \.'it!:    it, 
t^i.it  the  road   and   modified   vh^pr.^ssi'M-,   :■■<'   transit   lines  wouhi   be   just    dandy,      h'e  vlio   liv.- 
^'^ 'TO  do   ;:ot    feel    that   way.       '.'ndor   no    '-ircuns  tances    f-an   ^'i-   accept    the    concept    of    the    ''Artr^ 
"hil  Street",    h'e   do   not   need    ir,    the   noise,    pollution   and    dangor   of    it!! — it  v'ill    r.ot   h-   u.- 
I'y  or   for   -IS — luit  will   be   bvii  1 1 'c:-:pros.sl  y    to   give    tlie   suburbs   a    p'lcker  -..-ay    into   i'otton 
t'lrougli  our  neighborhoods   arn.\   our  backyards. 

''!  f.Tr  -Ti;   n   modified   Orange   Tine    is   cor.rcrned if    the   St.ite  an'/or   the   Covemiient    feel- 

they  would    iTv.c    to    support    the    relocation   o^   t!;e   Orange   I.ino    int'--   the   f.oiitli  West   forridor- 
t'len  the  people  of  my  neighborhood    say   ^K!-   nut   it    there— but   be  very   sure    it   is  complete];. 
'■■P'^esscd!   h'e  need   our   sleep— we   need   our   neac'^   S,   quiet-- w>   need    tc   know  our  children   are 
^"fo  and  we   do  not   need    to  have   otir  neighborhood   devastated   ag.ain!  ! 

I'iistly,    as   a  member   of    the    hoard    of   nirectorL;    of    the    .Ta:-.ai'--    Plain    -reighborhood    !!ouse   and 
T    in  advocate    for    tlie   cliil-iron   in   our  neigh.i^orliood   and    thn  .e    '^^thers    immediately   a.'jaccrr 
>"  tlic  SoutW.'est   Corridor,    I   -.-ould    li'-.e   to 'ask    if   any    "<^orial    Tnpact"study   is  being  mad.-  or 
i'''in;ied   for.      We    have    se^n    r'  o      Knvi  ronmontal    iTrpact"   study    and    T    am   sure,    though    I    have 
"'^t  hcen  able    to  understand   :->.-.rh    of   it   p.y-eir,rhat    it   cov.u-    -^ll   the   poi.its   of   o.nvironncntal 
'"P-irt.      'Inwever,    a    project    such   as    this   will    linve   sone  v.-ry    loiigrang-   effects  on   .Tamaica 

K^'l.n  nnd   no   one    seems    to   he    .iddr-ssing    this.    If    "ou    turn     'ur   neJgiihorhoods   b.=ick    to   bliglit 
n-l  'If^terioration,    who,    in    later   v-ar-.s    "^^   n^ing   to   pay    for   this?      Ts    tb-^   ..or^paratively   small 
;"ffpronce  in  dollars   needed   now   to    fullv   depress    t!ie   transit    lines   and  make   sure    the   nci.p. 
'"^rhoods  are  nnt   disturbed   worth    the   enormous   amount   of  money    it   ..-ould   cost    to   repair   tne 


I 


d.misc,    the  ncsatlvc   soci.-l    impact,    on    fanilles   and   rhildron    livins   there   nov?      Wp   do   not 

think   so   and   r,o,   we  'vould    s-aj relocate    the   Orrrn-e   TJne,    if  ^'ou  must,    b.it   bo   sure,    ver^ 

9urc   it    is    fully   depres-od    p,o   an  vnt    to   dnmnt^c   onr  noi.r.hhnrhoods   and   our    lives   and   nur     '' 
children's    lives    to   '=;ay  nothing   of   nil    the    future   generationr.. 


1  -i"  _  „^_^^__.  ■  ''■■''-'''  lived  in  J.)  male. 1  Plniii  all  of  ny  life,  T  livo  no".;,*  ;..ive  for  1  <". 
yrs.aton  T,;imartinc  Tarr,n  privntti  way  off  of  lar.artirif:  St.vi  .T .  P .   T  a-;i  c!,ai  rpcr-^on  '' 
tlie  Transportation  rommntti'e  of  the  Meij^lihorhood  Coalition  of  .!.''  anr!  a  ncii'-or  of  t  > 
of  Directors  of  the  Jm.P.'.cighhorhood  Ilotiso. 
I 

At  the  annual  convention  of  NC.TP  in  Xovcnher  of  1975  it  was  resolved  tha.t  liie  -ir;'ari:M;i  •■ 
address  itself  to  the  issue  of  the  S.l'cst  Corridor,  what  was  to  liappcn  there  ."".  .spec  i  f  ic  1 1  '  •  , 
to  the  proposed  arterial  road.   We,  therefore,  met  with  as  many  people  fron  tlic  conir.unity  ri-i 
vc  could  5,  after  several  informative  meetings  decided  on  an  educational  nti;,wi^5ch  v/as  he'.'' 
in  Feliruary,^  to  wliich  all  of  J. P.  was  invited.   As  a  result  of  this  mcctin;.;  wliere  Mr. J. 
MacCrae  &   Ms. Polly  Russel  spike, sliowed  slides  &  aaswered  questions,  :rc.IP  took  a  pfabJic  stcu'.', 
n;',alnst  the  arterial  road  ,publlsliing  this  fact  in  the  J. P. citizen  .',  hy  means  of  fliers  'Mfi- 
tributed  thru  the  neighborhoods.   Viavlng  cone  this  far  in  oiir  study  ^.  having  »-oceived  all 
sorts  of  double  messages  from  the  community  (\-   officials,  we  decided  to  take  ta  the  streets 
v7ith  a  petition  to  find  out  exactly  liow  nany  of  the  citizens  of  .T.P.  v/ould  not  want  the 
arterial  road.   At  the  same  time  we  heard  that  there  was  some  possibility  of  not/depressin,; 

completely 
the  transit  ^   rail  system  as  most  of  us  had  assumed  would  be  done  so  in  our  petition  we  •!;;' 
asked  people  about  this  &   included  the  fact  that  v'e  wanted  a  completely  depressed  rail  r.yit'  " 

The  petition  reads: 

"V.'e  the  undersigned  oppose  the  proposed  arterial  street  in  J. P.  that  would  run 
from  Forest  }'llls  to  Jackson  Square  carrying  32,000  cars.truck'^  f,  buses  daily 
because : 

will 
1.  Tt-waald  encourage  more  suburban  traffic  thru  J. P.  f;  will  increase  tiic 
amount  of  traffic  on  several  residential  streets,  and 

I  2.    Tt  willisolate  1/3  of  J.P's  population  frnri  the  rest  of  the  communi ty  ,ap  ! 

3.  Tt  will  greatly  increase  noise  f.  air  pollution 

Furthermore: 

A.  Tt  is  illogical  to  divert  riders  from  the  new  transit  system  hy  putting 
a  road  right  next  to  it. 

Vc  wish  also  to  register  our  support  for  the  comiilete  depression  of  the  new  drnage 
Line  and  rail  rlglit  of  wav,  including  the  removal  of  the  enhanknent  ,Tna:vimu':i  safety 
for  the  community  and  minimization  of  barrier  effects 

T  am  now  presenting  these  petitions  with  / ^ ^O        names  nf  citi:^ens  of  .Jamaica  Pla-n  's  i-. 
concrete  indication  of  the  feelings  of  a  major  portion  of  the  cnncerned  ritir'ens  of"  .y  P .  ^^ 
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ROXBURY  CMC  &  INDUSTRLAI.  FOUNDATION 


PUBLIC  HEARING  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
July  15,  1976. 


To:  John  Carroll,  Commisioner 
Mass.  Dept  Of  Public  Works 
Frederick  P.  Salvucci 
Secretary  Of  Transportation 
Commonwealth  Of  Massachusetts 

Good  Afternoon  Gentlemen: 

My  name  is  Richard  Pierce,  Im  the  owner  of  The  Boston 
Tops  a  Roxbury  Firm  which  manufactures  high  presure  laminated 
counter  tops,  and  Director  Of  The  Roxbury  Civic  and 
Industrial  Foundation. 

My  remarks  pertaining  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  this 
afternoon  will  be  adressed  to  the  Economic  oportunities  as 
a  result  of  this  project. 

In  1973  The  Roxbury  Civic  and  Industrial  Foundation 
was  able  to  see  the  tremendouse  oportunities  which  would 
be  afforded  the  affected  Communities  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor  for  job*  producing  Economic  Depvelopment  especially 
in  the  Commercial  Explotation  of  high  technology  transfer 
such  as  Solar  Energy. 

This  project  with  it's  land  Parcels  being  made  available 
for  light  manufacturing  andCommercial  Development,  will  not 
only  strengthen  the  economic  base  of  the  effected  urban 
communities.  But  will  allow  for  large  scale  development  and 
demostrations  of  Solar  Energy  in  the  Commercial  and 
Residential  construction. 

The  Roxbury  Civic  and  Industrial  Foundation  see's  as 
a  result  of  this  project,  the  opportunities  for  Solar  Related 
Product  Development  and  commercial  Explotation  (Especially 
in  the  Roxbury  Section  ajacient  to  the  Corridor)  as 
being  unlimited. 

Without  exception  in  the  Entire  Country  their  is  not 
such  a  continuous  piece  of  Real  Estate  running  through 
an  urban  inner  city  with  inmediate  acces  to  land,  sea 
and  air  trasnportation  which  has  been  made  available 
for  this  kind  of  physical  development. 


ROXBURY  CIVIC  & INDUSimM.  FOlNDAriON 


Because  of  the  Inovative  Community  Development 
Finnance  Corporation  Legislation  signed  this  year  by 
Governor  Dukakis,  the  much  needed  initial  finnancing  can 
provide  Capitol  for  small  Business  and  other  manufacturing 
and  comm^erical  developments  whithin  the  Corridor. 

It  is  the  Consensus  of  the  Roxbury  Civic  and  Industrial 
Foundation  and  small  Business  Firms  such  as  the  Boston 
Tops,  that  this  project  will  be  viewed  NatKionwide  as  an 
example  of  the  positive  Rebuilding  of  an  inner  City  which 
will  greatley  Benefit  not  only  it's  Suburban  neighbors 
(Because  of  the  transportation  Elements)  but  the  entire 
Northeast  Region  on  the  whole. 

For  these  reasons  we  wholehartedley  Support  and  endorse 
the  Southwest  Corridor  Project. 

I  would  close  this  testimony  on  a  slight  metaphysical 
note,  that  the  Southwest  Corridor  can  be  seen  as  a  Corridor 
of  Hope  and  Prosperity,  and  a  link  to  Connect  urban  and 
Suburban  Peoples  into  a  oneness  of  mind  and  spirit  for 
the  Benefitjl  of  all 


THANK  YOU, 

Richard  C.  Pierce 

Director: 

Roxbury  Civic  and  Industrial 

Foundation. 


TKI.KPIIONESi 

ARHA  CoDB  617 

523-7301 

227-3678 

227-i(llS 


iV^ 


Law  Offices  of 

PINO,    BUSCONI   &   BONACCORSO 

THREE    CENTER   PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02108 

John  A.  Pino  op  counsel 

Frederick  A.  BUSCONI  July    22,     1976  Frank  L.  Orfaneli.o 

Samuel  Bonaccorso 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Coordinator 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts   02130 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  Jamaica  Plain  since  my 
birth.   I  was  born  and  raised  within  one  block  of  the 
present  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  track  which  runs  along 
Lamartine  Street. 

I  have  seen  the  deterioration  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  ■ 
Roxbury  area  of  the  city  and  it  is  ray  firm  conviction  that 
adequate  transportation,  both  public  and  motor  vehicle,  would 
be  an  asset  to  the  area  and  to  our  city  in  general.   If  an 
arterial  road  is  provided  I  am  sure  that  much  of  the  traffic 
which  now  passes  on  secondary  streets  by  neighborhoods  which 
house  many  children  will  become  safer  places  for  them. 

It  is  also  my  hope  that  Massachusetts  may  soon  see 
the  completion  of  the  roadway  out  to  128. 

May  I  make  one  admonition.   I  am  sure  that  the 
perusal  of  the  membership  lists  of  many  of  the  organizations 
v/hich  allege  to  be  opposed  to  the  building  of  the  arterial 
highway  will  show  that  these  organizations  are  made  up  of 
many  of  the  same  members.   They  wish  to  bring  in  light  indus- 
try and  more  housing.   I  am  sure  that  this  would  do  nothing 
more  but  add  traffic  to  congested  streets  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

I  wish  also  to  agree  with  your  attitude  that  it 
is  time  to  make  a  decision  and  move  on. 


trul'' 


JAP/d 
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July  15,  1976  \] 


Gentlemen: 

1  urge  the  decision  makers  to  hear  the  plea  of 
long-time  suffering  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain.   We  want 
primarily  to  be  relieved  of  the  burden  of  commuter  traffic 
winding  its  way  thru  our  modest  streets.   We  are  not  of  a  mind 
to  deny  our  streets  to  commuters  for  we  are  realistic  and, 
unlike  some  in  our  midst,  accept  the  fact  that  we  are  all 
commuters;  however  we  do  seek  improved  ways  of  handling  the 
inevitable  increase  in  vehicular  traffic.   An  arterial  street 
along  the  proposed  modified  depressed  rapid  transit  is  the 
minimal  acceptable  solution. 

To  the  north  a  6-lane  highway  (and  I  use  the  word  not 
unadvisedly)  has  been  approved  south  to  Jackson  Sq. ;  to  the 
south  4-lane  roadways  branch  out  of  Forest  Hills  --  and 
in  between,  like  the  filling  of  a  sandwich,  peanut  butter  crunch! 
Where  will  all  the  traffic  go?   Do  the  thousands  of  cars  (and  trucks) 
travelling  to  Jackson  Sq.  from  the  north  or  to  Forest  Hills  from 
the  south  just  stop  there?  or  vanish?  or  be  reduced  in  numbers? 
Let  us  look  carefully  at  the  magic  we  hope  to  create.   Let  the 
Sorcerer's  Apprentice  serve  as  a  warning. 

What  is  the  reason  for  the  criminal  neglect  of  this 
particular  area  between  Jackson  Sq.  and  Forest  Hills?  Must  we 
have  industrial  sites  and  housing  forced  on  us  with  the  attendant 
increase  in  cars  and  trucks  and  consequent  decrease  in  liveability? 

I  beg  you  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  life-long 
residents  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  their  area  -  give  it  a  chance  to 
live  and  breathe;  give  us  a  green-belt  parkway. 

Sincerely  yours. 


^4t-^  /.^-^ 


Stefana  Puleo 
176  School  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA   02119 


)il 


Helen  T.  Quigley 
23  Asticou  Rd 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


Helen  T.  Quigley  of  23  Asticou  Rd,  J. P.  is  opposed  to  the  construction  of 
an  arterial  highway  that  would  in  any  way  increase  traffic  noise  and 
present  level  of  air  pollution  in  the  Forest  Hills  area. 


52- 


Chitra  Raghavan 
81  Washington  Park 
Newtonville,  MA 


The  proposed  cutback  of  rail  services  is  detr  mental  and  negates  the 
effort  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  to  curtail  the  number  of 
cars  driven  into  the  city.  The  present  rail  service  is  beneficial  to 
all  its  present  riders  who  depend  on  it  daily.  The  lives  of  these 
communters  will  be  rendered  miserable  morning  and  evening  having  to 
fight  Boston  traffic  when  they  can  ride  a  train  that  is  efficient  and 
for  a  train  lover  a  joy. 
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milOHAl  ASS0CIAT30N  FOS  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  PEOPLE 


451    Massachusetts  Avenue         •         Boston,  Massachusetts   02118         •         267-1058 


SOUTm-/EST  CORRIDOR  TESTIMONY JULV   15,    1976 


EDWARD  REDD 


NAT30HAL  ASSOCiATiON  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  P£0PIE 


451    Massachusetts  Avenue 


Boston,   Massachusetts    02118 


267-1058 


GOOD  AFTERMOOM,  MY  NAME  IS  ED'-'ARD  REDD.   I  AM  HERE  TODAY  TO 
TESTIFY  AS  A  PJiSIDENT  HOMEOWIER  RESIDING  AT  15  KEN'IL'vORTH 
STREET,  R0X3URY,  AN  AREA  DIRECTLY  AFFECTED  BY  Tf^'E  DEVELOPMENT  Or  THE 
SOUTHVfEST  CORRIDOR,  AND  AS  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  BOSTON  BRAiICN 
N.A.A.C.P.   FOR  THOSE  OF  YOU  THAT  DO  NOT  KNOW  N.A.A.C.P.  STANDS  FOR 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  PEOPLE. 
IT  IS  THE  OLDEST  CIVIL  RIGHTS  ORGANIZATION  IN  TFIE  I.'ORLD  DEDICATED 
TO  THE  FULL  RESTORATION  OF  EFFECTED  PEOPLES'  CIVIL  RIGHTS  AND  A  MORE 
PARTICIPATORY  AND  EQUITABLE  SOCIETY  FOR  ALL.   THROUGH  OUR  MEMBERSHIP 
NUMBERING  IN  THE  THOUSANDS,  IT  PJIPRESENTS  BOTH  BLACK  AND  TOITE  CITIZENS 
OF  THIS  COMMONTOALTH,  MANY  DIRECTLY  AND  INDIRECTLY  AFFECTED  BY  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SOUTHV^EST  CORRIDOR. 

FIRST  OFF  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THANK  THE  SECRETARY  OF  TRANSPORTATION, 
FREDERICK  SALVUCCI  AND  OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEARING  BOARD  INVOLVED 
IN  RESCHEDULING  THIS  HEARING  ORIGINALLY  SCHEDULED  FOR  JUNE  22,  1975 
TO  ALLOW  MANY  OF  US  CONCERNED  SUFFICIENT  TIME  TO  STUDY  AND  EVALUATE  THE 
TOTAL  IMPLICATIONS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  SO  GARGANTUAN  AN 
UNDERTAKING  AS  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR.   T  WOULD 
ALSO  LIKE  TO  THANK  MR.  ELBERT  BISHOP  AND  OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SOUTH"WEST  CORRIDOR  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  COALITION,  INC.  FOR  THE  E:'CELLENT 
WORK  THEY  HAVE  DONE  IN  KEEPING  ABREAST  OF  ALL  THE  TECHNICAL  INTORMATT-^N 
INVOLVED  IN  THIS  PROJECT  AND  FOR  THE  ^^UPERB  JO"  THEY  HAV"  Bnv"  Tv 
KEEPING  T"r  CO;!!')U''ITTY  SUFFICIENTLY  INFORMED  OR  T^'E  prOJEC'T"^'  n-vr r  .Tr^'-r^;-; 
IN  A  LANGUAGE  EVEN  A  LA'-'MAN  LIKE  ME  COLiLD  UNDERSTANM . 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  P£OPll 


451    Massachusetts  Avenue 


Boston,   Massachusetts    02118 


267-1058 


BACK  IN  1972,  FRANCIS  SARGENT  BECAUSE  OF  COMMUNITY  PPESSrjRE 
DECLARED  A  MOR.WORIUM  ON  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR.  W-   VrERE  CO'lVItlCED 
THAT  A  PROPER  STUDY  HAD  NOT  3EE!I  DONE,  THE  LAND  COULD  ^E  USED  FOR 
MORE  PRODUCTIVE  PURPOSES  AND  FOR  WHAT  THEY  HAD  PLANNED  T^T  IMPACT 
ON  THE  NEIGHBORING  COMMUNITIES  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  TOO  SEVERE.   WE  ARE 
OF  THE  OPINION  NOW  THAT  IF  DONE  PROPERLY  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  CAN 
BE  A  PLACE  WHERE  PEOPLE  CAN  LIVE,  WORK  AND  DO  BUSIN'ESS.   IT  PRESENTS 
A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  THAT  CAN  BECOME  THE  MODEL  OF  URBAN  LIVING  IN 
THE  FUTURE.   IT  WILL  BRING  POSITIVE  BENEFITS  TO  ALL  OF  US  IN  BOSTON 
AND  THE  METROPOLITAN  REGION  BUT  I  CAUTION  ONLY  IF  DONE  PROPERLY. 
FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  TO  BE  DONE  CORRECTLY  IT  MUST  BE  BUILT 
IN  THE  PROPER  CONSTRUCTIONAL  MANNER  AND  WITH  THE  NECESSARY  !!INORITY 
INVOLVEMENT  IN  ALL  PHASES  OF  ITS  DEVELOPMENT.   SINCE  75-30%  OF  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  IN  ROXBURY  AND  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  THE  PROPHETIC 
CONCERN  OF  THESE  PRESIDENTS  SHOULD  BE  LISTENED  TO  TO  AVOID  UNNECESSARY 
CONFLICT  IN  THE  FUTURE.   GOD  KNOWS  BOSTON  NEEDS  NO  MORE  CONFLICT  TI^.N 


WE  ARE  NOW  EXPERIENCING.  OUR  CONCERNS  ARE  FEW.  .  /,-^-,j^i^iz^  >^^C^hJ  x-^-f'^ 
CaS  I  U^teifpi'i^AND'' IT  while")  A  PARTIAL  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  ORANGE  LINE,  ^'  '  "  '  ' 
TRAK  AND  COMMUTER  RAIL  THROUGH  THE  CORRIDOR  MAY  BE  LESS  EXPENSIVE 


i?uT 


AMTRAK 

TO-iBfctrDD  x'!IL- fyWJilCT  INITIALLY^  UNLESS  THERE  IS  FULL  DEPR.ESSION  OF  THES 
TRACKS  THE  EFFECT  0!I  OUR  COMMUNITY  WILL  BE  DEVASTATING.   TO  SAVE  A  FEW 
DOLLARS  IN  THE  ^.EGINNTNG  IS  NOT  SOUIID  BUSINESS  JUDGF'^ENT  IE  I'^  ''TT.L 
COST  US  ALL  HO^^E  IN  THE  LONG  RUN.   THIS  DEVEL1^''EN'T'  WIT,!,  ONT^v  ir 
ACCEPTABLE  SINCE  -■fA--=f--^^-^V^^--^rrrrry-^r^^^  '.'ii  ,  ■-'i-'j_U^i:^_i:^  'i'AKTNTpLACE 

IN-?J-tir-*-tTt;URlTy'C'J''iMUNl'rY  ONL^  IE  THE  TRACKS  .AR^  rULL^'  D"°RrS<^ED  TO 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  PEOPLE 


451    Massachusetts  Avenue  •  Boston,   Massachusetts    02118 

3. 


267-1058 


AVOID  ANOTHER  BARRIER  BETl'^EEM  OUR  fJEIGHBOPHOODS.  I'M  SURE  WE 
HAVE  THE  TECHNICAL  EXPERTISE  TO  ACHIEVE  THIS  AT  MINIMAL  EXPENSE, 
AND  ONE  DOES  NOT  HAVE  TO  BE  A  TECHNICAL  GENIUS  TO  UNDERSTAND 
TRAINS  OUT  OF  VIEW  AND  NOT  OBSTRUCTING  THE  COMMUNITY  WILL  GREATLY 
ADD  TO  LIVABILITY  OF  THE  AREA.   ADEOUATE  REPLACEMENT  SERVICE  mST 
BE  PROVIDED  AND  RESIDENTS  MUST  BENEFIT  FROM  THE  PROJECT  THROUGH 
JOBS,  INCOME,  CONTRACTS  AND  INFLUENCE  OVER  FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT. 
<y^v/tAy5  IS  VITALLY  IMPORTANT  SINCE  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  IS  POTEOTIALLY 
THE  SINGLE  MOST  IMPORTANT  PROJECT  TO  FACE  THE  CITY  AND  STATE  IN  THIS 
CENTURY.   SINCE  CONSTRUCTION  EXPENDITURES  WILL  TOTAL^  540  MILLION  ,^0!/ '' K^ 
AND  WILL  PROVIDE  APPROXIMATELY  18,000  JOBS,  APPROXIMATELY  2400 
PERMANENT  JOBS,  NOT  TO  MENTION  THE  JOBS,  MONEY  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
RESULTING  FROM  PRIVATE  DEVELOP>reNT  EXPECTED  IN  THE  AREA  ADJACENT 
TO  THE  CORRIDOR 

TO  INCLUDE  MINORITIES. ^- CONSTRUCTION  UNIONS  HAVE  FAILED  TO  M^FT 
MINIMUM  MINORITY  OBJECTIVES  DESPITE  FEDEPJ\L  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  PLANS 
AND  BECAUSE  OF  THE  HIGH  RATE  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT  NO^'  PLAGUING  TH'^  BLACK 
CO'-'MUNITY.   IN  BOTH  CAPACITIES  I  ^FPRF'^FNT  H"^^  TODAY  T  ctipp-n^T  ^ 
SET  ASIDE  OF  30^-  op  THE  DOLLAR  VALUE  OF  T'^E'^E  CONTRACTS  FOR  MINORITY 
CnNTP^.AC'T'0?S  WITH  COMMUNITY  S'^R^ENTNG  OF  ^O'^TTTn',''^  CRFATE^^  ''IT^'TN  THE 
■'■.B.T.A.  TCi   I"'^LEM^NT  THIS  '^E'lAND.   T  FURT^'E^  cMpp,-)p'p  -ruy   oo"T'^ton  "rM 
50^-  0^  Ti-'F  JO^S  ON  '^HF  PPOjrCT  IN  '^FE  "t^jOPT'""'''  -"O'-'^fT-fTTv  i^---.  t^t.  op  7-'- 
JOBS  ON  THE  RE^'AINDER  OF  THE  PROJECT  IN  THE  CITY  CO  TO  "O^'t''.'^  op  Cot.C" 


A  GOOD  FAITH  EFFORT  BE  PUT  FORV?ARD  AN'D  REALIZED 


NATiO>IAl  ASS0C5AT10N  FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORED  PEOPLE 


451    Mas5achuse^ts  Avenue 


Boston,   Massachusetts    02118 
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A  WRITTEN  AGREEMENT  SHOULD  BE  SIGNED  BETWEEN  ALL  PARTIES  CONCERNED  TO 
INSURE  ALL  OF  THE  ABOVE  AND  TO  INSURE  COMMUNITY  PARTTCTPATinN  IN  ANY 
FUTURE  ENGINEERING,  DESIGN  AND  IMPLEMENTATION  PHjASES  THAT  MAY  OCCUR. 
IF  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  IS  TO  PROCEED  AND  IT 
^FJST/IT  IS  TO  PROCEED  WITHOUT  UNNECESSARY  INCIDENT  THAN  ALL  OF  THE  US 
ISSUES  I  HAVE- OUTLINED  SHOULD  BE  IMPLEMENTED.   YOUR  INDULGENCE  HAS  BEEN 
APPP.ECITED  AND  I  THANK  YOU. 


fS^ 


MisiMr  Cluixaui* 

Uf  aaM  is  fruk  Iag«M  Rei^y,  i  Ut«  m  iMtohMter  HfmA,  Jowlo*  f^»^' 
I  «M  iMn  In  Jaamlsa  Pli4a  aad  banr e  llTe4  h«r«  for  TS 

yMr«* 

I  WB  unwsi  «t  •«■«  of  the  fslf-siflsd  Mysrtt  I  bar* 
hMkTA  h«r«t  Miag  14c  vMrtey  Mm  Iwtv*  oalf  Ut«4  h«r*  a  f«v  yMTt*  ttlUBg 
ttM  •u41«B0St  tlio  M  B  T  asA  the  S  P  W  h«v  the  Soutfaverfe  eorridor  should  bs 
h«ilt»  OTt  jp«rfc«j«t  not  htiilt  at  all  ii  s«t  to  thair  liklag* 

X  oaa  rvMMibar  aoso  fs  short  years  sgOf  goiag  to  ths 
Haaaisaa  Sohool  on  Heath  Street  sad  listeniJiK  to  ths  obstaetiooists  talk 
ths  oriflaal  plsa  dosn*    The  omrt  to  ths  tipaysr  of  that  plsa  vas  sasraous^ 
Warn*  at  a  f^trthsr  additisaal  oosti  ths  plan  has  bsw  lasrsdlhlsr  rsftasd  sad 
as  asar  psrfsst  as  it  saa  bs  sad  shoald  bs  iaplGamited  with  all  hasts* 

BaBurdlsss  of  ths  ait-piskiag  by  ths  sppoasatSf  it  aill 
rsritalics  this  lAols  part  of  ths  eity  sad  stop  fwrthsr  arbtti  blighi* 

IhaBlc  yea* 


Office  of 
)ARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
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TOWN   OF    NSEDHAM 


MASSACHUBSTTS 


R  cu  ooU  t. 
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To: 


FROM; 


Executive  Office  of  Transportation 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Needham 


Date:         July  15,1976 

Subject:       Proposed  Southwest  Corridor  Development  - 
Boston  to  Forest  Hills 

The  Needham  Board  of  Selectmen  records  its  opposition 
to  the  approval,  authorization  and  implementation  of  any 
portion  of  a  permanent  MBTA  Orange  Line  inbound  from  Forest 
Hills  until  such  time  as  the  various  transportation  issues 
and  options  relating  to  the  Needham  Branch  service  under 
consideration  by  C.E.  Maguire  in  its  environmental  impact 
assessment  are  resolved  or  completed. 


9 


7    E./Loretta   Rfeynblds,    Chairman 
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LOWER  ROXBURY  COMMUNITY  CORPORATION 

757  Shawmut  Avenue 

Roxbury,  Massachusetts  02119 

Statement  to  Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing  -  July  15  &   16,  I976 

The  Lower  Roxbury  Community  Corporation*  would  like  to  thank 
all  concerned  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  at  today's  hearing. 

The  L.R.C.C,  a  non-profit  corporation  established  over 
eleven  years  ago,  represents  some  2000  concerned  residents  of 
Lower  Roxbury.   The  first  real  community  development  corporation 
in  Boston  and,  consequently,  the  model  for  many  similar  com- 
munity development  mechanisms,  it  has,  to  date,  developed  263 
units  of  housing  (132  one-bedroom  elderly  units  and  I3I  one- 
and  two-bedroom  small  family  units).   We  also  have,  in  final 
architectural  drawings,  a  120  unit  townhouse  development 
which  will  consist  of  two-,  three-,  and  four-bedroom  apartments. 
Those  units  will  be  under  construction  by  September  of  1976. 

L.R.C.C.  has  a  long  and  proven  record  of  accomplishment 
and  commitment  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  City  of  Boston  and 
to  the  many  other  special  inner-city  communities  within  it.   No 
other  organization  of  its  type  has  made  as  much  progress  in 
achieving  its  goals.   The  twelve-story  elderly  building,  the 
seven-story  small  family  edifice  located  at  Shawmut  Avenue 
and  Ruggles  Street  represent  eight  million  dollars  in  assets. 

We  have,  in  fact,  been  building  along  with  other  members 
of  the  S.W.C.C,  (Roxbury  Action  Program,  Community  Development 


♦hereinafter  referred  to  as  L.R.C.C. 
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Corporation  of  Boston,  Greater  Roxbury  Development  Corporation; 
just  to  mention  a  few  of  the  more  than  fifty  organizations  - 
who  are  members  of  the  coalition)  a  "new-town,  in-town,"  that 
has  been  no  easy  task  and  it  promises  to  be  no  less  difficult 
in  the  future;  but  we  did  not  expect,  some  eleven  years  ago, 
that  it  would  be  easy, 

L.R.CC,  has  other  plans,  other  goals  to  realize. 
Those  milestones  are  tied  intimately  to  the  final  disposition 
of  these  proceedings  and  to  political  and  technical  machi- 
nations much  too  complex  to  dwell  on  here  today.   However, 
the  goals  themselves  should  be  borne  and  seriously  considered 
by  this  gathering, 

1,  The  transfer  to  L.R.CC,  all  land  that  lies  within 

this  CD.C.'s  boundaries  and  the  State's  utmost 
assistance 
■  -  :'  '  r.:/  in  the  development  of  this  land, 

2,  The  ultimate  provision  of  the  best  possible 
replacement  service  as  it  affects  not  only  lower 
Roxbury  but  the  entire  Roxbury-South  End  area  it 
would  serve,  in  order^  that  we  may  have  superior 
access  to  our  newly  developing  community  projects 
whether  residential,  commercial,  retail,  light 
industrial,  or  institutional,  and  to  the  redevelop- 
ment of  the  Dudly  Station  shopping  area. 
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3.   Improved  service  and  physical  design  in  the  new 
stations  which  will  accommodate  the  elderly  and 
the  handicapped  and  which  will  be  secure  for  all 
people, 

^.  The  provision  of  covers  (platforms,  decks,  etc.) 
which  will  close  the  trench  and  provide  new 

development  perspectives  and  reunite  the  greater 

„  ^  ,     Und  uj«th 

Roxbury  community  as  well  as. its  Jamaica  Plain 

neighbors, 

5.  Promotion  of  the  clearest  strategies  to  exploit 
the  most  excellent  land  development  opportunities 
this  city  has  ever  possessed  (land-banking,  air 
rights,  green  belts,  etc)  and  insure  and  enhance 
the  total  development  opportunity  for  community- 
based  development  operations.   This  would  include 
but  certainly  not  be  limited  to  the  Community 
College,  the  High  School  Complex  (which  includes 
Campus  High,  the  Occupational  Resource  Center,  and 
potentially.  Performing  Arts  High  School,  as  well). 

6,  First  the  protection  and  then  the  reconstitution 
of  Mission  Hill  and  Extension,  Bromley-Heath  and 
Whittier  Street. 
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We  support  without  exception  the  positions  outlined 
by  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition  (in  some  cases  we  have 
gone  beyond  those  positions)  in  its  testimony  and  would 
again  like  to  thank  you  for  your  attentiveness  and  concern. 

We  look  forward  anxiously  to  the  jobs, to  the  develop- 
ment opportunities,  to  the  progress,  to,  ultimately,  a 
mutually  arrived  at  "master  plan"  that  will  serve  all  our  best 
interests  and  minimize  the  worst  and  most  narrow  anxieties. 


is-i 


John  J.  Riley 
22  Asticou  Rd 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


John  J.  Riley  of  22  Asticou  Road  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  proposed 
arterial  highway. 


/^8 


Mary  Riley 
22a  Asticou  Rd 
Jamaica  Plain 


I  am  opposed  to  the  construction  of  an  arterial  highway  that  would  increase 
the  traffic  at  Forest  Hills. 
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Karl  F.  Robash 
Roslindale,  MA 

Dear  Sirs: 

I  wish  to  express  my  support  for  the  new  Orange  Line  proposal.  I  believe 
it  would  be  an  asset  for  the  communitys  involved. 


-?.vf!!|Si^^:^^ 


TO  TH£  SOUTH'.'EST  DS^/ELOPt*ffiNT  CCORDE-fATOR         ^'/ 
I  have  a  three  story,brick  apartment  house,  six 
rooms  in  each  apartment,  at  1?  Blackwood  St,  Boston,  the 
last  house  on  the  right  hand  sidstof  the  street,  in  close 
proximity  to  the  railroad  tracks.  In  fact, I  believe  my  house 
and  the  one  on  the  next  street, Albemarle  are  the  only  two 
houses  in  the  area  practicall^adjacent  to  the  railroad  tracks*;. 
Rooms  affected  are  two  bed,rooms,  dining  room,  bathroom,  kx^  ^^ 
kitchen  of  each  apartment , now  beautifully  sunlit  rooms 
facing  the  tracks, 

I  have  attended  mof?t  of  the  meetings  at  which 
long  sessions  were  held  to  try  to  eliminate  or  reduce  the 
ddk^eningi  j   noise  and  vibrations  which  inevitably  will  occur 
when  the  passage  of  80  trains  per  day  is  increased  to  800. 
I  greatly  appreciate  the  long  hours  and  effort  Mr.  Krucke- 
meyer  and  engineers  have  spent  trying  to  lessen  the  noise 
by  the  erection  of  a  6foot  wall,  which  is  to  extend  no 
higher  than  the  sill  of  the  window  of  the  first  floor 
apartment,  but  with  all  due  respect  to  the  ejqsertise  of 
architects  and  engineers,  I  am  most  apprehensive  that  the 
erection  of  such  a  wall  vri.ll  eventually  loosen  the 
foundation  of  the  house,  .Already, through  the  course  of 

years ^because  of  the  movement  of  trains  , I  have  seen  in- 
dications of  the  structure  weakening  from  cracks  in  the 


m%:^W^W^^^m'''''?W^!mmmi--^'f 


«,•--/  ^ 


^^f^V--"  \ 


2. 

walls  and  ceilings  and  the  masonry  on  the  exterior  front  of 

building.  Another  important  fact  is  the  basement  rooms  now 
lighted  will  be  darkened  and  Kiii  therefore  must  be  artifi- 
cially lighted,  because  of  the  wall* 

Also  there  have  been  numerous  problems  of  plumbing, 
exterior  drainage,  sewer  conditions  that  have  been  very  costly  [^ 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  hout)8  is  the  las_t  one  on  that 
side  of  the  street^  therefore  receiving  the  brunt  of  the 
sewer  problem.  The  City  of  Boston  Sewer  Department  can 
testify  to  this  fact,  for  in  the  course  of  years  that  Depaart-  fe^^" 
ment  constructed  for  me  two  man  holes  to  alleviate  conditions,  IS;^,, 

Now, one  certainly  can  little  afford  to  overlook  the      fS^E^r 
human  *Lement  in  this  proposal.  The  constant  impact  of  trains  |^^^!^ 
and  commuter  rail  will  in  the  course  of  time  take  their  toll  on  '''^*^'- 
the  tenants,  -Conversation  within  the  apartments  arid  over  the 
telephone,  rest  in  the  da^'t.ime,  sleeping  -  all  obviously  will  I   . 
be  affectedr  Also  let  us  not  forget  the  fact  that  conditions  ['^^^^ 
of  this  type  induce  physical  impairment  of  the  nervous  system,  «  ^^^i^^v 


Although  I  am  cognizant  of  the  altruistic  advantages 


l^' 


of  transportation  and  employment  that  may  be  derived  f^^the   f 
Orange  Line  Plan  ,  I  aia  nevertheless  vehemently  opposed  to  it 
f rom,a3  one  might  say,  a  selfish  point  of  view.  First,  a  major   i 
undertaking  of  this  kind  will  eventually  lead  to  increased  in- 
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surance  rates  and  taxes  for  the  owner  and^ secondly, 

inescapable  property  deterioration,  and  lastly  that 

which  is  worse  a  loss  of  income  on  the  owner's  life 

time  investment. 

On  the  other  haiid  .  the  o-msr  will  be  vulnerable 

or  liable  to  the  extent  that  the  apartments  '.  flr«  rented 

to  the  tenants  in  their  present  condition!,,  and  sub- 

sequently  with  the  proposed  changes^the  owner  will  have  i 

been  found  guilty  of  breach  of  contract.  \ 

Finally,  the  Orange  Line  Advocates  have  offered   [ 

r  . 
no  guarantee  to  protect  the  owner's  losses  should  any 

of  the  aforementioned  conditions  prevail. 


j;^^<ptiu-LujL  M.  fr^ 


(Signed)  T.-£ttLU_^),  0    U{JI7Ua.uu^^—- 

katherine  N.  Robinson  (Owner)  \ 
9  Braddock  Park 
July  15,  1976  Boston,  Mass.  02116 
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Femke  Rosenbaum 
n  Clive  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  live  2  blocks  from  where  the  arterial  road  would  be.  I  have  collected 
+  200  signatures  to  oppose  the  road.  If  I  had  more  time  I  would  have 
had  more!  The  vast  majority  of  the  people  in  our  neighborhood  does  not 
want  the  road.  Reasons:  too  much  noise,  too  much  pollution  -  great 
increase  of  traffic  on  streets  perpendicular  to  the  arterial.  We  all 
know  that  there  is  no  benefit  for  us  in  this  road. 

We  are  homeowners  who  feel  committed  to  the  neighborhood.  We  want  our 
children  to  grow  up  in  a  healthy  environment  (as  far  as  that's  possible 
in  an  inner  city).  We  will  do  anything  we  can  to  stop  the  road.  Although 
we'd  much  rather  spend  our  time  playing  with  the  neighborhood  children  than 
trying  to  fight  authorities,  we  are  organizing  a  big  fun  fair  at  the 
Lamartine  playground  to  focus  on  a  positive  use  of  the  land,  something  we 
can  all  benefit  from.  People  in  our  neighborhood  have  too  little  land 
already,  too  much  noise  already.  I  wish  this  whole  thing  about  building 
highways  through  our  neighborhood  would  be  over  with.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  good  transportation  downtown.  A  totally  depressed  railway 
would  be  the  best  thing  for  us. 


Ife-^ 


STATEMENT  OF  ROBERT  R.  RUDDOCK,  DIRECTOR, 
METROPOLITAN  AFFAIRS,  GREATER  BOSTON  CHAMBER 
OF  COMMERCE,  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
RELOCATION  OF  THE  ORANGE  LINE.   JULY  15,  1976 


My  name  Is  Robert  Ruddock.  I  am  Director  of  Metropolitan  Affairs  for  the 
Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce.  On  behalf  of  the  Chamber's  Transportation 
Committee,  I  would  like  to  present  this  statement  for  the  record. 

The  Southwest  Corridor  has  been  under  discussion  in  one  form  or  another  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years.  The  Capital  Grant  Application  for  the  Orange  Line 
Relocation  appears  to  be  the  project  which  will  finally  utilize  this  corridor. 
In  this  project  there  is  a  great  potential  for  real  transportation  benefits  as 
well  as  economic  advancement  for  contiguous  neighborhoods  and  the  City. 

In  March  of  1975,  the  Chamber  spoke  in  favor  of  the  MBTA's  capital  grant 
application  to  complete  the  South  Cove  Tunnel.   In  our  statement  we  indicated 
that  this  request  represented  the  MBTA's  commitment  to  a  new  alignment  of  the 
Orange  Line  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  is  a  high  priority  transportation  project 
for  the  Boston  community. 

The  Chamber  supports  the  MBTA's  capital  grant  application  for  relocation 
of  the  Orange  Line  to  the  Southwest  Corridor.  The  grant  request  of  $313  million 
from  the  federal  government,  and  the  MBTA  share  of  $78  million,  represent  a 
huge  construction  project  with  sizable  economic  benefits  to  the  City,  region  and 
j   state,  both  directly  and  indirectly.  The  current  Washington  Street  elevated 
structure  is  in  serious  condition.   It  is  an  obsolete  blight  on  the  City.  In 
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addltlon.  It  Is  becoming  more  burdensome  to  operate.  The  relocation  of  the 
Orange  Line  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  offers  greatly  improved  service,  with 
nine  stations,  including  a  new  Forest  Hills  Station,  as  well  as  a  new  Back  Bay 
Station.  These  would  accomodate  six,  65  foot  cars  on  the  rapid  transit  tracks. 
In  addition,  there  are  user  benefits  and  environmental  and  urban  development 
benefits  resulting  from  the  relocation. 

Relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  permits  great 
flexibility  for  further  service.   Indeed,  the  new  alignment  to  Forest  Hills  will 
eventually  lead,  we  believe,  to  mass  transit  service  to  Route  128.  Our  support 
for  the  Orange  Line  relocation  is  based  on  the  importance  of  improved  rapid 
transit  service  to  this  heavily  populated  and  currently  under- serviced  corridor. 

The  inclusion  in  the  corridor  of  three  tracks  for  commuter  rail,  as  well  as 
the  funds  being  spent  on  improvements  to  the  Midland  Branch  to  accept  rail  ser- 
vice during  construction,  raises  the  question  of  continued  commuter  rail  service 
to  this  corridor.  We  understand  that  these  questions  have  not  been  fully  decided; 
and  that  further  hearings  will  be  held  in  the  fall.  We  would  like  to  partici- 
pate in  those  hearings. 

The  Southwest  Corridor  has  had  a  tortured  history.  We  believe  the  Orange 
Line  relocation  will  be  the  positive  step  necessary  from  a  transportation  view- 
point, as  well  as  from  an  urban  development  perspective  to  revitalize  this  area  of 
our  City.   We  hope  this  will  move  forward  with  all  deliberate  speed. 

We  also  hope  that  we  may  work  with  you  on  the  plans  for  this  corridor,  as 
well  as  on  future  transit  projects  for  the  metropolitan  area.   Thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  present  this  statement. 


AFFILIATED    WITH    SHAUGHNESSY    a    AHERN    CO..    INC.     .    HEAVY    HAULERS    a    RIGGERS    FOR    HALF    A    CENTURY 

SHAUGHNESSY     CRAXE     SERVICE,    IXC. 

346  D  STREET  •  SOUTH  BOSTON,  MASS.  02127  •  TEL.  268-3000 

June    15,    1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 

Executive  Department 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Mass.   02130 

Gentlemen: 

We  at  Shaughnessy  Crane  Service,  Inc.  fully 
support  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  in- 
volving relocation  of  approximately  five  (5) 
miles  of  the  Orange  Line  from  South  Cove  to 
Forest  Hills. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SHAUGHNESSY  CRANE  SERVICE 

Tom  Ryan 
Crane  Manager 

TR/ic 


/:c  ic 


li' 


Kenneth  G.  Ryder 
President 


June  22,  1976 


Mr,  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts         02130 

Dear  Mr.   Pangaro: 

Northeastern  University  is  in  favor  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  with 
all  of  its  current  elements  --  the  railroad  improvements,  the  relocated  MBTA 
Orange  Line,  and  the  arterial  street.    It  is  most  essential  to  provide  improved 
public  transportation  for  the  city. 

Northeastern  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  depressed  rail/transit  option  from 
Camden  Street  to  Forest  Hills.     It  would  greatly  increase  the  benefits  and 
reduce  the  disadvantages  associated  with  the  Project.    The  reduction  in  the 
noise  level  would  be  advantageous  to  both  the  neighboring  residential  commun- 
ity and  to  the  University  campus  with  its  many  educational  activities  near  the 
railroad.     There  would  be  many  other  advantages  such  as  reduced  air  pollution, 
greater  usefulness  of  space  adjacent  to  the  tracks,  opportunity  to  plan  for  the 
integrated  development  of  space  on  each  side  of  the  tracks,  greater  amenity 
for  the  existing  neighboring  community  and  creation  of  a  zone  with  greater 
appeal  to  investors  interested  in  developing  expanded  housing  or  commercial 
properties  for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 

During  the  period  of  construction  Northeastern  University  will  face  problems  of 
accessibility  because  a  substantial  amount  of  its  parking  will  be  lost  when 
construction  begins  —  several  years  before  the  improved  transit  service  will 
be  available.     This  problem  has  been  recognized  in  conferences  between  univer- 
sity representatives  and  public  officials  planning  for  the  Project. 

In  making  this  endorsement  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project,  Northeastern  is 
assuming  the  continued  understanding  and  cooperation  of  public  officials  so  that 
the  disadvantages  will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.    Steps  have  already  been 
initiated  to  minimize  the  University  problem  of  accessibility  and  parking  during 


Northeastern  University 
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Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 
continued 


the  construction  period,  and  the  University  looks  forward  to  working  out  the 
necessary  details  with  the  appropriate  public  officials  so  that  it  can  continue 
to  function  in  a  reasonably  normal  manner  while  construction  is  taking  place. 

When  it  is  completed,  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  will  provide  improve- 
ments in  transportation  and  public  transit  which  will  be  very  important  to  the 
future  of  the  community,  the  institutions  in  the  area,  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
its  metropolitan  area. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth  G.  Ryder 
President 

KGR:gwl 


Kenneth  C.  H\der 
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82  DEVONSHIRE  STREET.  ROOM  608 
BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 


July  13,  1976 


State  Diagnostic  Laboratory 

305  South  Street 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

As  one  who  rides  the  local  commuter 
train  from  Boston  to  Needham  Junction 
quite  regularly,  and  as  one  who  appre- 
ciates the  service  that  is  being 
rendered,  I  do  hope  that  a  plan  can 
be  worked  out  that  will  enable  you  to 
maintain  that  service  for  the  many 
citizens  from  Needham  to  Boston  that 
use  it  at  the  present  time. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Leverett  Saltonstall 
LS/aw 
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Stephen  J.  Saunders 
219  Blueledge  Drive 
Roslindale,  MA  02131 


I  wish  to  voice  my  opposition  to  any  plan  whereby  the  service  between 
Forest  Hills  and  Needham  would  be  reinstated  as  rapid  transit.  To  me, 
it  would  not  be  economic  to  spend  millions  of  dollars  to  gain  the  ridership 
of  a  few  thousand  people.  Before  too  long,  because  of  high  expenditures 
and  low  returns,  the  MBTA  would  be  forced  to  raise  fares  on  all  lines  to 
cover  their  losses. 

It  should  also  be  realized  that  a  great  number  of  people  currently 
riding  the  Needham  Local  would  refuse  to  patronize  a  rapid  transit.  After 
all  they  have  the  option  to  ride  it  now,  but  they  would  rather  pay  a  bit 
more  to  ride  commuter  rail.  If  the  decision  is  made  to  install  rapid 
transit,  these  citizens  will  most  likely  form  carpools  and  eliminate  the 
use  of  the  MBTA  altogether. 

Unfortunately,  the  Needham  Local  has  been  grossly  neglected  over  the  years. 
Shelters  are  falling  down  and  the  rails  rise  and  fall  up  to  five  inches 
at  places  when  the  train  passes.  The  money  would  be  better  spent  if  it  were 
used  to  replace  and  upgrade  roadbeds  and  station  facilities. 


Ip 


Eleanore  Silverman 
11  St.  Charles 


Would  like  to  see  the  road  bed  covered  over  at  the  area  of  Back  Bay 
Station  to  South  Cove.  Less  of  an  eye  sore  in  the  city.  No  different 
from  the  mistake  of  the  Central  Artery  which  now  has  to  be  depressed. 


OrH-1/J 
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TO  THE  OFFICIALS  PRESIDING  AT  THE  MBTA  AND  MDPW  PUBLIC  HEARING  ON 
THE  CAPITAL  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  RELOCATING  THE  ORANGE  LINE. 

Sir: 

My  name  is  Thomas  L.  Small.   As  a  commuter  from  Dover  to  Boston  I 

rely  heavily  on  the  Needham  line  train  service.   I  wish  to  register 

a  strong  objection  to  the  plan  calling  for  elimination  of  train 

service  between  Needham  and  Boston. 

Residents  of  Dover  once  had  commuter  rail  service  extending 
beyond  Needham  to  locations  far  more  convenient   of  access.   That 
was  taken  away  many  years  ago.   The  history  of  rail  commuter  service 
in  this  Commonwealth  reveals  that  however  much  train  service  is 
needed  and  wanted  by  taxpaying  citizens  their  needs  and  wishes 
are  ignored  by  the  public  officials  whose  salaries  they  pay. 

All  train  service  to  Cape  Cod  was  discontinued  many  years  ago. 
More  recently,  train  service  between  Framingham  and  Worcester  was 
discontinued.   Twenty  years  ago  it  was  possible  to  travel  on  the  trains 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut.   That  service  is  long  gone.   And  now  they 
want  to  take  the  Needham  line  away  from  us. 

It  is  time  for  the  juggernaut  of  bureaucracy  which  wishes  to 
eliminate  our  train  service  to  be  stopped. 


THOMAS  L.  SMALL 

Dover,  Massachusetts 


July  1976 

I,  Mark  L.  Small,  a  resident  of  Sharon  wish  to  register  my  protest 
against  any  plan  which  will  curtail  railroad  service  on  the  lines 
presently  existent  in  the  Southwest  Corridor.   I  would  like,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  a  matter  of  public  record  to  read  an  editorial 
which  appeared  in  the  Patriot  Ledger  of  June  21,  1976.   This  editorial 
endorses  the  retention  of  commuter  rail  service  on  the  Needham  line. 


'Cv^^.i.^ 


136  South  Main  Street 
Sharon,  Mass.  02131 


%,<;i;^"^<  1  [f; 


■  Commuter  raU,'  and  not  rapid  tran- 
sit, shoidd  be  the  tuture  otthie  Need- 
ham  branch.  . 

The  state  plans  to  close  the  present 

«onlniuter  rail  branch  in  Needham  in 

about  two  years  for  at  least  fou?  yeats. ' 

The  temporary  halt  in  service  ts  nec- 

ciiftfy  because  the  hialn  line  from 

Forest  Hills  to,  iritown  Boston  Will  be 

,  shut  down  for  constru'iioii  of  a  hew 

triflfeii  and  railroad  corridor.  - 

During  ths  years  il-c  Ntedhani 

*  branch  is  out  of  sernce,  the  state 

plans  to  rebuild  it  eltliet  as  an  up* 

Kraded  commuter  rail  branch  into 

Needham  or  as  an  extension  of  the 

transit  line  from  Forest  HiUs  to  Route 

,J28.  State  Transpoftstfoh  Sccrettwiy 

Fl-ed  SalvnccI  said  the  dedsloii  wil!  be 

made  late  this  summer.  ^  . '  ■, 

The  quction  of  which  type  of  rail 
service  wouW  be  best  for  the  branch  is 
difficult.  The  branch  serves  the  Bos- 
ton eommunlties  of  RosUndale  and 
West  Soxbu  rif,  whose  residents  would 
benefit  from  a  single  ripid  transft 
ride  into  tlie  downtown  subway.  But 
NeedhdM  coinmiitei-s  have  niade  11 
clear  iney  Wapt  direct  .service  to  Back 
Bay  and  South  S?tation,.and  not  a 
dozen  stopsat  transit  stations  in  Bos- 
Ion. 
There  is,  an  increasingly  vocal  c-on- 
'  cern  in  West  Hoxbury  about  potential 
safety  problems  at  rapid  transit  sta- 
tions Planned  for  Roxbury , where  the 
Forest  Hills  JEl  suff(  rs  frOm  a  hisih 
crime  fate. 'It  Is  perhaps  distasteful 
for  planners  and  elected  oi'fjcials  to 
face  up  to  this  *COncein,  but  It  In 
noneihelcRs  very  real.        . 

The  overridlnif' amument  tn  favor 
of  commuter  rjill  raihrr  than  r.ipid 
Ifutisit  for  (he  branch  K  cost.  A  rapid 
;  l*MiBit'tf(t<ffiKion''ra!»ies  i-priti*  taii''^ '; 
well  abovo  Art  npsj-edcd  to'rfifhuter 
rail  line,  and  would  cost  Bs  much  a«  $i 


the  MBTA;  than  a  $33-iafflion  up- 
graded cbmfeijtet  ran  Mae.  \Wtti  thi 
state  now  planniig  a  major 'garage 
Where  the  NeedhaiKibr^pch  crosses 
Route  128  whether  the  hyjinch  re- 
: ,  .mains  comrtititer  bU  iar  j6  iicmVftsjij^ 
;  to  transit,  the  figures  would  feclnsfet.^ 
•'  '"  Ptomi'the  state's 'own  analysis, it 
docs  BOt^appear  rapW  transit  w«ttft( 
attract  eveii.<:l(iie  to  the  addltiotial '., 
number  of  ;pa««igers  necessary  fo 
justify  its  high  costs.  Vl^  fevestmeat 
in  a  transit  cxtensSoii  'cltiCi  prove  an 
irreversible  extravagance, ;  :' 

But  a  commuter  raU  line  could  k 
soms  P9tnt  In  th4  ta(ui;6  be  !d«ctrifi«4, 
should  tlbenunlbiiriif  mets  Warrant  • 
it.  AndlprtheneaMerm.aeommutef ; 
.rail  line  Would  have  transfer  staUons 
"Wilh  the  new  Orange  transit  line  at 
Forest  Hills.  Northeastern  XJulversity 
and  Back  Bay,  illowftig  r«^  access 
to  the  MBTA  suli*»y.     '    •     ' 

Mr.  Salvucci  has  said  the  best  way 
to  guarantee  that  som9  sort  of  rail 
service  \vill'be  restored  <«i  the  Neei-   ' 
ham  branch  is  ior  a  resolution  of  the 
commuter  rail  versus  traijS^onestioa 
this  summer.  Agreed.,  ai^i  the  best    I 
way  to  guarantee  that  tlie  Forest  HilM    i 
to  downtown  portion  of  tho  Southwest    ^ 
Corridor  plans  does  not  $et  bogged    I 
down  In  a  debate  over  the  Needham    ' 
branch  Wotild  be  a  speedjf  dC^km  in 
favor  of  coinmutet  rail        : 

iShe  jBlatript  HtpQtt 

■        Sn«l«  ««fli..,.,.  W  ■•  ^' 

■  ,  $llbi<iV<«i'|«tH' 

.■'t)r>«ll.i|i.  0.*..,,.. ,^  i\aiiyntUiV 

i  ».nmi...,V\. «.  fu.M     ■ 

t  montl..,. h\M 

,    '  »•" \.  |*».4e 

liubirdplloni  »,ll  b,  >an>  ol  on,  lioll  or 
leovlii'    Mil   tol..   m   U.I.,  uwrCM»n  «(  i  ,  ,j,. .. 

.  (<».»Hl*ftl,*»»,  ..  ,  ™)'  ,,  '*  ;_. . 

i.-i.-NolioiwI  ««>l«""»tl"<-ti  Word  (WthlK-     .-'I,, 
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Nate  Smith 
125  Amory  St. 


Dear  Sir; 


You  may  recall,  I  was  one  of  the  concerned  citizens  in  Hyde  Park  who 
participated  in  the  planning  stages  (along  with  the  other  local  residents 
during  the  meetings  for  elderly  housing,  along  the  1-95  area). 

A  number  of  us  felt  that  you  showed  a  keen  sensitivity  to  the  community, 
demonstrated  by  your  continued  encouragement  of  broad  community  partici- 
pation and  informed  research  of  relevant  facts  concerning  Summer  St. 

At  present,  I  live  at  125  Amory  St.,  and  quite  a  number  of  my  acquaintances 
here  have  expressed  great  concern  on  two  major  projects  that  will  seriously 
affect  the  quality  of  our  daily  lives  here.  One  of  the  projects  involves 
the  plans  for  the  MBTA,  and  I  join  them  in  urging  you  to  consider  and  work 
for  the  depressed  route  in  order  to  minimize  the  noise  we  shall  be  sub- 
jected to.  You  know,  of  course,  that  in  addition  to  elderly,  the  Amory 
residents  include  quite  a  few  seriously  handicapped  persons,  as  well. 

The  second  project  deals  with  the  proposal  for  the  Artertial  St.,  directly 
behind  our  building.  We  anxiously  urge  you  to  use  some  -  even  most  of  the 
available  funding  for  improving  T  service  to  and  from  the  Amory  building. 

Currently,  none  is  available  after  4:30  p.m.  anyday;  nor  is  there  any 
service  at  all  on  Sundays. 

In  addition,  the  area  will  become  highly  polluted  with  noise  and  exhaust 
fumes  from  heavier  traffic  in  this  neighborhood  because  of  increased  usage  of 
such  a  route  not  only  by  many  more  cars,  but  also  large  trucks,  as  well. 

Please  help  us  improve  our  lives  here  by  focusing  attention  on  the  two 
recommendations  mentioned  here. 

I  feel  confident  we  can  count  on  you. 

P.S.  I  hope  I  will  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  at  the  scheduled  Public 
Hearing.  Thanks. 


pn/ 


Anthony  Panf^aro 

Coordinator  of  Southwest  Corridor  Project 

8  Asticoii  Road 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  02130 


4?  Crescent  Road 
Needham,  Mass.  021  Q'+ 
July  22,  1976 


Dear  Mr.  Pane:aro : 

The  enclosed  statement  is  to  be  included  with  the  testimony 
piver\   at  the  Southwest  Corridor  Prbject  Public  Hearing 
on  July  15,  1976. 


Sincerely  yours, 


enc. 


July  22,  197'^> 

I  am  opposed  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  Pro.iect  a?^  no  RtudipR 

or  definite  nor-nop?i1s  concerninp-  the  eventuat  transit  n1  an  of  the 

outer  end  of  the  Needham  Branch  has  "been  made. 

Durinfl^  the  construction  period  the  cornmuter  rail  service 

would  he  greatly  disrupted,  especially  for  those  neople  who 

use  Back  Bay  Station.   The  construction  tiire  will  prohahiy  Throve 

to  be  far  lonf^er  than  the  time  estimated  and  a  drop  in  the  number 

of  rail  commuters  and  an  increase  in  automobile  traffic  for  the 

streets  of  Boston  will  occur. 

I  oppose  the  suspension  of  communter  rai]  service  to  Needham 

during  the  construction  phase.   The  proposed  temporary  service 

will  prove  unsatisfactory  and  will  result  in  a  p-reat  decrease  in 

the  Needham  ridership.   Once  people  leave  public  transportation 

for  their  cars  it  is  hard  to  win  them  back. 

There  are  no  adequate  plans  pro;f^sed  for  substitute  service 
of  the  South  End, 
for  the  peopley,who  presently  use  the  Orange  T,ine ,  m.any  of  whom  are 

totally  dependent  on  adequate  public  transportation. 

The  full  and  modified  depression  plans  propose  complex 
engineering  problems  due  to  the  proximity  to  the  Stoney  Brook 
Culvert.   The  depressions  would  be  nrone  to  flood  in.?:  by  natural 
causes  and  breaks  in  water  pipes.  A   stoppage  in  service  for 
whatever  reason  would  be  more  devastating  with  the  railroad 
track  and  the  Orange  Line  bein^  next  to  eachother. 

The  open  cut  proposal  makes  acts  of  vandalism  and  rock 
throwing  much  easier  to  accomplish;  thereby  decreasing  the  safety 
for  passengers. 

The  cost  of  this  project  is  great.   During  construction, 
the  final  cost  is  bound  to  rise  due  to  inflation.   Careful  thought 
must  be  taken  before  spending  such  a  large  amount  of  money. 


n^ 


Rather  than  cut  service  on  the  Framinham  to  South  Station  line,  the  MBTA 
and  Conrail  should  increase  it.   Instead  of  spending  all  that  money  from  the 
Dept  of  Transportation  on  a  relatively  useless  Transportation  Center  in  the 
South  Station  area,  it  should  divert  the  funds  from  mere  buildings  to  rolling 
stock  and  get  back  to  the  primary  business  of  providing  transportation. 

Nobody  who  rides  that  train  cares  what  rolls  along  the  track,  so  long 
as  it  rolls.  Why  then  confine  the  trains  that  run  to  a  huge  locomotive  and 
four  heavy  cars,  with  a  staff  of  5  or  six  men;   a  streetcar  will  do.   You 
can  run  a  double  streetcar  along  that  line  twice  in  a  half  hour  manning  xfcx  each 
with  one  man,  provided  you  install  an  electronic  ticket  taker,   instead  of 
running  a  huge  train  once.   Surely  the  fuel  consumption  alone  would  be  enough 
incentive. 

Why  should  the  trains  be  confined  to  commuting  hours?   We  live  in  Newtonville, 
and  even  at  that  distance  a  weekend  trip  downtown  is  a  production,  what  with  the 
parking,  the  fear  of  car  theft,  the  sheer  hassle  of  driving  the  pike.   We  do  it 
less  often  than  we  would  if  we  could  get  off  the  train  at  back  bay  and  walk 
the  rest  of  the  way.   Why  not  put  a  streetcar  on  the  line  once  an  hour  til 
midnight?   Why  not  facilitate  Saturday  morning  shopping  trips  instead  of 
forcing  people  into  an  automobile  ghetto?   It's  time  to  think  small  in  more  appropriatt 


?. 


ThroujEThout  Dreliininary  hearings  and  workshops  on  this  prniect, 
the  coordinator  and  other  state  and  M.B.T.A.  officials  have 
emphasized  that  the  bulk  of  the  fundinf^  money  comes  from  the 
Federal  f^overnment.   Because  the  fundinp;  is  readily  avail^^rle 
from  the  federal  government  is  no  reason  to  construct  a  t.rans- 
portation  project  that  would  prove  to  he  a  disaster  i'or  the  city 
of  Boston  and  its  surround inft  communities. 

Resfrectfully  submitted. 


Keel  E,  Solomon 
(-7  Crescent  Poad 
Needham,  Mass.  02194 


ways  than  merely  cutting  service . 

This  is  your  market  talking  to  you.   "here  are  those  beautifully  tended 
tracks  running  from  the  suburbs  right  into  the  heart  of  Boston,  on  which 
the  train  can  go  60  miles  an  hourj  or  at  an  rate  beat  the  turnpike  bus  hands 
down,  and  here  you  are  throwing  away  your  opportunity.  The  story  of  the 
railroads  for  25  years  has  been  that  they  were  running  trains,  not  providing 
transportation.   It's  time  to  change  that.   I  repeat,  junk  this  building 
project  around  South  station--it 's  lik0  building  a  jet  airport  in  an  underdeveloped 
country-and  buy  rolling  stock  with  the  money.   Retire  the  trainmen  and  engineers 
and  invest  in  an  electronic  system  to  monitor  your  fares--maybe  you  can  install 
that  one  city  wide.   Use  the  tracks,  beef  up  your  passenger  load  with  buses  as 
feeder  lines,  build  an  auxiliary  station  at  Newton  Corner  and  Allston/Brighton, 
and  coordinate  this  transportation  system,  instead  of  throwing  up  your  hands 
because  the  old-time  ways  of  running  trains  no  longer  pay  off. 

Sincerely, 


,\IU\CA{T 


^ 


n*^ 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  /  ROOM  911  /  CITY  HALL  /  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  /  02J()1 


July  14,  1976 

Mr.  Anthony  pangaro 
Development  Coordinator 
Southwest  Corridor  Project 
8  Asticou  Road 
Boston,  Mass.  02130 

Dear  Mr.  panagaro: 

RE:  Southwest  Corridor  Environmental  impact  Analysis 

The  Boston  Conservation  Commission  is  in  strong  support 
of  the  proposed  Orange  Line  relocation  and  reconstruction  in 
the  Southwest  Corridor  project  area.   This  long  awaited  and 
vital  project  is  an  important  step  towards  development  of 
a  modern  and  efficient  public  transportation  system  for  the 
central  city.   The  new  Orange  Line  will  provide  the  basic 
and  essential  framework  for  revitalizing  the  Southwest 
Corridor  and  for  healing  its  scars. 

There  are  of  course  a  number  of  design  and  engineering 
considerations  which  must  be  resolved  as  the  project  progresses 
Moreover,  the  Commission  is  not  in  complete  agreement  about 
certain  project  proposals  and  details,  which  we  will  enumerate. 
However,  the  importance  of  the  Orange  Line  project  and  the 
need  for  it  to  become  a  reality  should  not  be  overshadowed  or 
minimized  - 


The  Conmiission  has  reservations  concerning  the  proposed 
arterial  sLreet  from  Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Square.   We  feel 
that,  on  balance,  the  costs  outweigh  the  benefits.   Space 
requirements  for  the  arterial  in  this  segrr.ent  seriously  limit 
opportunities  and  flexibility  for  redevelopment  and  open  space, 

Potcni  ial  impacts  of  proposed  construction  on  Arnold 
Arboretum  l.mds  south  of  Forest  Hills  are  a  serious  concern. 
The  Commr:;;;  ion  is  opposed  to  the  proposed  location  of  green 
line  trolU'V  yards  on  a  site  north  of  the  embankment,  adjacent 
to  Arboreliiiii  property  and  to  a  significant  wetlands  area.  An 
alternativ-  site  for  the  trolley  yard  should  be  found. 


Mr.  Anthony  pangaro 
July  14,  1976 
page  2 


Engineering  planning  and  design  for  regrading  of  the 
embankment  in  this  area  must  be  done  with  extreme  care 
to  avoid  or  minimize  adverse  visual  and  hydrologic  impacts 
on  the  Arboretum  property  abutting  the  eirbankment . 

With  respect  to  the  discussion  on  open  space,  the 
Commission  agrees  that,  although  limited,  there  are 
important  opportunities  for  expansion  or  creation  of 
open  space  areas  which  should  not  be  lost,  especially 
in  conjunction  with  school  and  housing  construction  in 
the  corridor.   The  Commission  feels  that  the  most  signi- 
ficant opportunity  for  major  open  space  development  would 
be  the  creation  of  a  bikepath  along  the  entire  length  of 
the  corridor,  and  that  provisions  for  this  bikepath  should 
be  included  in  forthcoming  planning  and  engineering  work. 
It  should  also  be  emphasized  that  landscaping  and  green 
buffer  zones,  especially  on  berms  and  slopes  and  on  narrow 
left-over  strips  of  land,  should  be  an  integral  part  of 
the  transportation  improvements. 

Finally,  it  is  essential  that  construction  specifications 
and  contract  documents  include  and  detail  measures,  as  suggested 
in  the  environmental  analysis  report,  to  mitigate  potential 
adverse  impacts,  including  erosion  and  sedimentation  control 
to  protect  the  Stony  Brook  drainage  system  and  the  Back  Bay 
Fens r  approval  of  sites  for  disposal  of  spoils  and  excavated 
material;  and  measures  to  ensure  protection  of  drainage  conduits, 
recharging  of  groundwater  and  stabilization  of  the  water  table 
during  construction. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Susan  Straight 
Commissioner 


Gertrude  E.  Stukl 
Hyde  Park,  MA 


As  a  regular  railroad  commuter  for  many  years,  I  wish  to  register  my 
opposition  to  any  curtailment  of  the  existing  train  service. 


ROBERT  STURGIS  faia  architect 

TWO  CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE  MASSACHUSETTS     02139 

14  July  1976  (017)492-2323 

Mr,  Robert  Kiley,  Chairman 
Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
45  High  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts       02111 

re:  Southwest  Corridor 

Dear  Mr.  Kiley: 

I  write  in  support  of  the  position  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  Coordinating  Committee 
as  received  by  me  today,  including  especially:  "A.  A  full  depression  of  all  tracks 
through  the  Southwest  Corridor  in  Roxbury  and  JoTmaica  Plain,"  and  "B .  No  four- 
lane  arterial  street  through  Jamaica  Plain  from  Forest  Hills."    I  am  pe  rsona  1 1  y 
sympathetic  to  the  sections  concerning  minority  employment . 

We  have  been  impressed  by  the  excellent  design  studies  carried  out  by  Stull 
Associates,  and  they  have  made  it  clear  that  anything  less  than  a  full  depression 
of  the  corridor  will  leave  a  barrier  virtually  as  great  as  the  present  one  .    The 
most  serious  obstacle  and  objection  is  that  the  crossings  which  have  the  greatest 
potential  for  tying  together  the  neighborhoods  on  either  side  will  have  to  be 
"humped"  in  a  major  way,  creating  botfi  physical  and  visual  blocks. 

The  prohibition  on  the  arterial  street  from  Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Square  is 
consistent  with  the  original  decision  to  not  provide  a  Southwest  Expressway.  Indeed 
it  is  an  essential  part  of  that  decision,  since  auto  commuters  from  outside  the 
Jamaicaway-Arborway  will  seize  on  any  road,  no  matter  how  it  is  designed,  to 
take  a  more  direct  route  into  Boston. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  in  the  past  I  have  accepted  the  Inner  Belt  and  therefore 
the  Southwest  Expressway  as  part  of  a  valid  future  for  Greater  Boston.    Nevertheless, 
it  is  even  more  important  to  me  that  people  who  are  subjected  to  the  direct  impacts 
of  public  improvements  be  given  a  chance  to  impress  their  concerns  on  the  process 
of  economic  development.    This  has  been  done  in  an  exemplary    way  with  Tony 
Pangaro,    Elbert  Bishop,  etc.  and  they  have  succeeded.    There  are  other  valid 
ways  for  the  city  to  grow. 

1  hope  you  will  give  your  full  support  to  the  S.W.C.C.  position. 

Sincerely, 


Robert  S  .  Sturgis 

cc:  Bishop,  Pangaro,  Merrill 
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JOHN  J.  SULLIVAN,  INC, 

MECHANICAL    CONTRACTORS 


June    14,    1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Development  Coordinator 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Project 

Executive  Department 

8  Asticou  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02130 


Dear  Sir: 

I  wish  to  go  on  record  as  stating  that  I  strongly  favor 
the  Southwest  Corridor,  South  Cove  to  Forest  Hill  Project, 

As  a  business  man  in  the  area,  I  think  it  will  bring 
the  value  of  properties  up  and  greatly  improve  the  com- 
munity in  general. 


Very  truly  yours. 


JOHN  J.  SULLIVAN,  INC. 


John  J.  Sullivan 
President 


JJS:ed 

cc:   Mr.  Felix  J.  Conti 
M.  C.  A.  P. 
220  Boylston  Street 
Chestnut  Hill,  MA   02167 


Tel.  (617)  521-1000 


115  BROOKSIDE  AVENUE,  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MASS.  02130 
P.O.  BOX  218 


MASS.  LICENSE  No.  6231 


yfCn/nctfa/flCCCh^  Mutual  Life  insurance  company 
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Claim  Policy  and  Research 


200  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02117 


JULY  9,  1976 


i  WILL  BE  ON  VACATION  JULY  15th.  BuT  WOULD  LIK.E  TO  GO  ON  NOTICE  THAT  1 
STRONGLY  OBJECT  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  NEEDHAM  LOCAL  BRANCH  OF  THE  R.R. 
1  HAVE  TAKEN  THIS  LINE  i''OR  OVER  TWENTff  J''lVE".IEaRS.  IF  THE  SERVICE  13 
REMOVED  i  WILL  BE  FORCED  TO  DRIVE  TO  THE  CITY.  WITH  ALL  THE  TALK  OF  THE 
ENERGY  CRISIS  AND  THE  USE  OF  MASS  TRANSPORTATION  THIS  SEliKS  REGRESSIVE 
ACTION  TO  ME.  HOWEVER  THE  SUGGESTED  BUS  SERVICE  IS  NOT  ATTRACTIVE. 
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EILEEN  P.  TANGNEY 
39  SYCAMORE  ST. 
ROSLINDALE,  MA.  02131 


I* 


July  15,  1976 


Jamaica  Plain,  Hyde  Park  and  Roxbury  are  once  again 
caught  in  a  hassle  over  the  building  of  a  roadway.   For  some 
unknown  reason,  there  are  two  groups  who,  for  their  own  personal 
reasons,  either  want,  or  don't  want  this  roadway. 

For  my  part,  after  more  than  50  years  in  this  City,  I'm 
tired  of  being  a  captive  on  the  border  of  Jamaica  Plain  and 
Roxbury.   This  highway  would  give  me,  and  those  like  me,  a 
way  out  of  this  jungle  that  has  been  created  by  stupid  politicians 
and  corrupt  individuals  who,  for  their  own  gains,  want  something 
out  of  this  road  besides  transportation. 

The  land  has  already  been  taken.   The  people  have  already 
been  displaced  and  the  traffic  along  the  s treets --that  this 
right  of  way  will  take--is  as  heavy,  if  not  heavier,  than  it 
would  be  if  the  autos  and  trucks  could  just  keep  moving,  not 
bumper  to  bumper,  as  they  are  now. 

We  need  this  new  road  for  many  reasons.   One,  we  need  an 
easy  access  to  Boston  Proper  and  a  new  business  climate.   We 
must  eliminate  the  blight  of  Egleston  Square.   This  in  itself 
will  cut  down  some  of  the  crime  around  that  area.   It  will 
speed  transportation  around  the  City  and  we  need  this. 

As  for  pollution,  Boston  has  one  of  the  cleanest  air 
readings,  even  on  a  bad  day,  as  compared  with  most  cities  in 
the  country.   What  better  way  to  cut  pollution  than  not  to  have 
thousands  of  autos  bumper  to  bumper  waiting  for  lights  in  traffic. 

Let's  keep  an  eye  on  the  MBTA  to  make  sure  the  proper 
equipment  and  stations  are  installed  so  that  many  of  these  autos, 
which  are  now  being  used,  will  be  left  at  home.   They  squander 
too  much  of  our  money  on  nonessentials,  while  cutting  down  on 
maintenance.   I've  asked  many  people  what  alternative  they  have, 
and  all  I  get  is--no  this  and  no  that.   If  there  is  a  better  way, 
we  should  have  used  it  long  ago.   The  longer  we  wait,  the  more 
confused  it  all  becomes. 

It  ij_  good  to  speak  out,  but  when  you  do,  be  sure  you  have 

an  answer  to  why  you  want  something  or  don't  want  it.   To  just 

say  no,  to  me,  would  seem  that  someone  put  the  words  in  your 
mouth  and  that  they  are  not  your  own. 

Think  about  it.   Especially  at  ni  ght ,  would  you  like  to 
walk  to  Egleston? 

This  is  my  personal  opinion. 

Thank  you. 
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louis  J.  Tedeschi 

37  Atherton  Street 

Roxbury,  Massachusetts  02119 
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OFFICE    DF    THE    SELECTMEN 

July  15,    1976 

STATEMENT  OF  THE   TOWN  OF  CANTON  REGARDING 
SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR  TRANSPORTATION  PROJECT 

DELIVERED  BY  WILLIAM  J.    THIBEAULT,   EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

The  Town  of  Canton  strongly  supports   the  application  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Transportation  Authority  for  a  Mass  Transportation  Capital    Improvement 
Grant  for  the  Southwest  Corridor. 

Our  Town  has   been   involved  in   the  planning  of  this  project  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  Boston  Transportation  Planning  Review.     At  that  time,   the 
Selectmen  appointed  Paul    Lambert,   our  town's  Transportation  Adviser,   as  our 
representative   to   the  B.T.P.R.    and  also  for  subsequent  planning  activities. 
Mr.    Lambert  has   participated  vigorously  in   the  planning  effort  and  has 
reported  to   the  Selectmen  on  a  regular  basis. 

Canton's  big   transportation  problem  is   that  there   is  not  presently  a 
good  way  for  our  citizens   to  get  to  and  from  Downtown  Boston,   and  communities 
to   the   North  and  Northeast  of  Boston.      While  some  of  our  citizens  are   clearly 
disappointed   that  all    prior  plans   for  road-building   in   the  Southwest  Corridor 
have  been  scrapped,    there   is  general    recognition   that  this  M.B.T.A.   application 
is   responsive   to  our  basic  need  for  a  better  way  to  get  to  Downtown  Boston. 

At  the  present   time,   an  outmoded  railroad  commuter  service  goes   to   two 
center-city   locations   --  Back  Bay  and  South  Station.     While   it  is   possible 
to   reach  M.B.T.A.    at  South  Station,   the   transfer  is  not  exactly  an  easy  one, 
and   it's   certainly  not  a  pleasant  one,   because  of  the  run-down  condition  of 
the  South  Station  area.      Thus,  many  who  should  now  be   using   the   railroad  as 
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commuters,   continue   to  endure   life  in   their  cars  on   the  over-crowded  Southeast 
Expressway  via   the  Great  Circle  Route  from  Canton. 

Common   sense   indicates   that  if  a  better  commuter  service   is   developed, 
our  people  will    use   it  in  greater  numbers.     Some  years   ago,    there  was   a 
referendum  question  on   the   importance  of  public   transportation.     Our  town 
had  the   third  highest  percentage  of  support  for  public  transportation   in 
the  entire  Commonwealth.      That  is   really  something  when  you  consider  how 
poor  the  present  service  is. 

The  new  plans  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  will    truly  help   those   in  our 
community  who  can   use  good  public   transportation.      The  easy  transfer  from 
rail    to   rapid  transit  at  Back  Bay  Station  makes   the   rest  of  downtown  Boston 
easily  accessible.     Although  we  are  not  pleased  at  the  prospect  of  losing 
direct  service   to  Back  Bay  during  the   construction  period,  we  are  prepared 
to  make   that  sacrifice  so  that  the  quality  of  life   for  our  brothers  and 
sisters   in   the   inner-city  communities,   may  be  improved.     We   understand  why 
the   railroad  embankment  must  come  down.     Our  representative  in   the  planning 
process  not  only  sets   forth  Canton's  needs,   but  listens   to   the  needs  of 
others   in   the  process  and  he  has   reported  them  to  me  and  my  Colleagues  on 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.      Thus,  we  are   in  disagreement  with  most  of  the  other 
Southwestern  Suburban  communities  on   the  embankment  question.     However,  we 
think  we're   right  because  our  position   is  one  which   is   not  bottomed  solely 
in  self-interest.      To  be  effective,   a   transportation  strategy  must  come  as 
closely  as   possible   to  pleasing  everyone. 

The  new  rapid  transit  station  near  Northeastern   University  is  another 
important  plus.     Because  of  the  multiplicity  of  educational    and  cultural 
institutions   in   the  Northeastern  University  area  and  the   vast  size  of 
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Northeastern   itself,   that  area  seems   to  be   inundated  with  an  excessive 
number  of  automobiles   at  all    hours   of  the   day  and  night.      The  performance 
of  the  Arborway  Line   is   disgraceful.      You  just  can't  have  street  cars  and 
automobiles   using   the  same   right  of  way,   as  we  do  on  much  of  the  Arborway 
Line.      That  kind  of  service  can  never  be  any  good.      Rapid  transit  service 
on   railroad  mainline  will    be  a   tremendous   improvement,   so  much  so   that  even 
young  people,   oriented  as   they  are   to   the  automobile,  will   be  moved   to  use 
the  new  service.     We  are   looking  for  a   very  large   increase   in   the   use  of 
railroad  commuter  service  and  rapid   transit  service  when   the   two  are 
properly  fitted  together  as   planned.     Testimony  from  others  all    along   the 
Southwest  Corridor  should  validate   that  view. 

For  maximum  benefit  to   Canton  and  adjacent  suburban   communities  other 
things  must  also  happen.     We  need  the  following  as   soon  as   possible: 

1.  More  modern   railroad  commuter  cars. 

2.  Free  parking  at  Route   128  Station  and  an  expansion  of  parking 
facilities   there. 

3.  A  Budd  Car  Shuttle  Service  from  Route  128  to   Downtown   Boston 
on   the  half-hour  from  early  morning  until   midnight. 

4.  Extension  of   the  Stoughton  Branch  out  to   the   Fall    River  Expressway 
and  ultimately   to   the  Cape. 

5.  As  we  see   it,   public  transportation  should  also  include   the   local 
and   intercity  bus   industry,    the  motor  common   carrier  and  carpools. 
Thus,  we  continue   to  recommend  construction  of  a  special    purpose 
road  adjacent  to  the  planned  configuration  of  rails   for  rapid 
transit,   Amtrak,   and  commuter  rail    service. 


If  this   is   done,  we  will    have  a   transportation  plan  which   is   truly 
coiDprehensi  ve.      Just  as   inner-city  representatives   appreciate  our  understanding 
on   the   tearing  down  of   the  embankment,  we   expect  them  and   the  environmentalists 
to  open   their  minds  wider  on   the  matter  of  a   speci al -purpose   road.      We  agree 
that  the  original    plans   for  an  eight-lane  expressway  were  wrong,   but  we  can 
ne\/er  buy  the   idea  of  no   road  at  all    in   the  Southwest  Corridor. 

Every  great  plan  has   to  have  a  good  beginning.      This  M.B.T.A.   Application 


is  just  that,   so   it  has  our  enthusiastic  support 


WilliaiilJ.    mibeault 
Executive   Secretary 


John   F.   Morgan      (j 
Chai  rman 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Canton 
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BOSTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

S  )  Stale;  Strcel  Samuel  Thompson,  Administrator 

Boston,  Massac  husctts  0210')  617-227-3850 


June    21,    1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

27  School  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts    02108 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  am  most  pleased  to  extend  the  support  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  to  your  efforts  toward  securing  Federal  assistance  for  the 
Southwest  Corridor  project.   The  proposed  realignment  of  the  Orange 
Line  rapid  transit  service  to  the  route  now  taken  only  by  the  rail- 
road together  with  the  related  improvements  to  streets ,  and  the 
creation  of  new  recreational  spaces  and  development  parcels  will 
without  question  positively  affect  the  quality  of  life  at  the  four 
BHA  projects  which  now  abut  the  right  of  way.  Mission  Hill  Extention, 
Bromley-Heath-Bickford,  Whittier  Street  and  Amory  Street  Elderly. 
For  too  long  the  swath  of  land  once  labelled  1-95  has  continued  to 
contribute  to  the  isolation  and  negative  image  of  the  three  BHA 
family  developments  which  lie  between  Ruggles  Street  and  Jackson 
Square.   I  look  foin^^ard  to  working  with  you  on  some  of  the  specific 
improvements  proposed  for  the  deck  areas  adjacent  to  Bromley  Park 
and  Mission  Hill  Extention  in  order  to  assure,  in  close  collabo- 
ration with  the  residents,  that  the  most  suitable  types  of  uses  are 
indeed  created.   The  real  promise  of  substantial  funding  for  the 
Corridor  project  now  adds  new  hope  to  our  efforts  toward  improving 
the  lives  of  the  1600  families  in  these  three  projects. 

The  demolition  of  the  existing  elevated  structure  will  also  make 
life  much  more  tolerable  for  the  residents  in  our  elderly  housing  on 
Washington  Street  and  for  the  residents  of  the  Cathedral  development. 
I  would  only  hope  that  adequate  bus  service  will  compensate  for  the 
elimination  of  the  rapid  transit  line. 

Finally,  I  convey  the  appreciation  of  the  Authority  for  your 
efforts  in  working  with  us  toward  the  creation  of  new  housing  for 
the  elderly  in  both  Roslindale  and  Hyde  Park. 
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Again,  as  planning  becomes  more  concrete  and  the  focus  becomes 
more  clear  I  sincerely  look  forward  to  working  with  you  and  your  staff 
toward  our  mutual  goal  of  maximizing  the  positive  impact  on  our  housing 
developments  of  the  many  proposed  improvements  which  will  take  place 
as  a  result  of  the  Corridor  project. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Samuel  Thompson   v 
Administrator 
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BOSTON  HOUSING  AUTHOKiTY 

53  State  Street  Samuel  Thompson,  Administrator 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02109  617-227-3830 

July   15,    1976 


Mr .  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordinator 

27  School  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

I  ain  most  pleased  to  reeniphasize  my  letter  of  June  21,  which 
affirms  the  support  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  your 
efforts  toward  securing  Federal  assistance  for  the  Southwest 
Corridor  and  look  forward  to  participating  with  other  inter- 
ested groups  in  the  process  of  planning  the  proposed  improve- 
ments to  the  transit  system  itself,  to  the  access  and  abutting 
streets  and  to  open  space  and  recreational  areas  so  as  to 
achieve  the  maximum  return  on  the  significant  investments 
being  undertaken. 

As  you  know,  four  BHA  projects  housing  approximately  1600 
families  and  elderly  residents  abut  the  right  of  way  betwen 
Ruggles  Street  and  Forest  Hills:   Mission  Hill  Extension, 
Bromley-Heath-Bickford,  Whittier  Street,  and  Amory  Street 
Elderly.   The  ready  availability  of  rapid  transit  service  v;ill 
unquestionably  be  of  major  benefit  to  the  residents  of  these 
developments.   I -nonetheless  would  stress  that  the  improvements 
to  the  transit  system  itself  be  accomplished  with  the  most 
positive  impact  possible  on  the  BHA  projects  adjacent  to  the 
corridor. 

The  most  impacted  of  the  projects  are  Bromley  Park  and  Mission 
Hill  Extension,  parts  of  both  which  lie  within  100  feet  of  the 
present  embankment.   In  both  cases,  the  Housing  Authority  v;ould 
support  an  alternative  which  keeps  the  improvements  to  the 
street  gradients  as  low  as  possible  so  as  to  link  the  Jamaica 
Plain  and  Roxbury  sides  of  the  corridor  to  the  maximum  extent 
feasible  as  well  as  to  minimize  any  possible  adverse  environ- 
mental impacts  on  the  projects  themselves. 

Specifically,  at  Bromley  Park  the  engineers  should  make  all 
possible  efforts  to  keep  the  new  street  gradients  at  least  six 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  first  floor  v/indows  of  the  buildings 
along  Centre  Street,  or  no  closer  than  existing  distances. 
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assuming  that  the  street  itself  cannot  be  significantly  realligned 
further  away  from  the  most  affected  units.   At  the  eastern  end  of 
Bromley  Park,  the  Authority  strongly  supports  an  alternative  which 
both  realligns  Heath  Street  av;ay  from  the  BIIA  buildings  and  v;hich 
also  keeps  the  nev;  gradient  as  lovi   as  possible.   Despite  the 
addition  of  the  transit  station,  to  discourage  Centre  and  Heath 
Streets  from  accommodating  even  more  traffic  than  they  already 
have,  I  would  urge  that  neither  street  be  widened.   In  addition, 
at  Bromley-Heath,  the  Authority  urges  that  a  solution  be  adopted 
which  can  accommodate  essential  improvements  to  the  Albert  Street 
playground  and  link  the  present  playground  to  an  expanded  recre- 
ational area  on  the  deck  which  is  to  be  constructed  over  the 
tracks.   It  is  my  understanding  that  these  improvements  can  be 
done  v/ith  UMTA  funds  if  anything  other  than  a  full  depression  of 
the  tracks  is  planned. 

At  Mission  Hill  Extension,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  keep 
the  nev/  gradients  at  Ruggles  Street  as  far  away  from  the  BHA  units 
as  possible  and  to  m.ake  the  gradients  as  low  as  possible  to  both 
minimize  any  adverse  environmental  impact  on  the  project  and  to 
link  visually  and  functionally  the  housing  project  with  other  uses 
to  the  east  of  the  right  of  way.   I  would  again  ask  that  any 
street  which  immediately  borders  the  project  be  kept  at  least  six 
feet  from  the  level  of  the  first  floor  windows. 

At  both  Bromley  Park  and  Mission  Hill  Extension  the  accessways 
to  the  new  transit  stations  should  be  improved  through  the  addi- 
tion of  new  lighting  and  functional  landscaping  so  as  to  promote 
increased  safety  at  the  projects  and  at  the  stations.   It  goes 
without  saying  that  the  uses  of  the  recreational  areas  on  the 
decks  adjacent  to  both  projects  be  planned  in  close  collaboration 
with  the  resident-s  and  with  the  Authority  since  they  will  be  the 
principal  beneficiaries. 

I  V70uld  further  urge  that  the  solution  which  pulls  the  tracks 
themselves  further  away  from  these  two  projects  some  20  feet  ho 
adopted  and  that  the  use  of  retaining  walls  be  minimized  in 
favor  of  treatment  v;ith  gradual  landscaped  slopes  between  areas 
of  the  projects  and  the  right  of  v/ay  which  are  not  adjacent  to 
the  active  recreational  parts  of  the  decks  and  betv;een  the  build- 
ings themselves  and  the  new  allignments  for  Centre,  Heath,  and 
Ruggles  Streets. 

Representatives  of  Bromley-Heath  and  Mission  Hill  Extension  have 
urged  me  to  support  a  solution  which  depresses  the  tracks  as 
much  as  practicable  yet  which  frees  up  highway  funds  for  improve- 
ments to  the  projects  themselves  and  for  other  community  develop- 
ment purposes.   I  appreciate  your  concern  over  the  additional 
cost  of  a  "full"  depression  which  would  necessitate  "boat  sections' 
nonetheless  the  modified  depression  as  detailed  in  the  Environ- 
mental Impact  Statement  does  not  do  enough  to  provide  the  visual 
and  functional  linkages  between  the  two  sides  of  the  right  of  way. 
I  would  hope,  therefore,  that  a  new  solution  can  be  found  v;hich 
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depresses  the  tracks  somev/hat  further  than  the  "modified"  scheme 
yet  v/hich  is  not  so  costly  as  to  jeopardize  funding  for  essential 
improvements  to  the  access  streets,  the  Albert  Street  playground, 
and  the  deck  areas . 

The  Authority  will,  of  course,  do  all  within  its  means  to  secure 
additional  housing  funds  for  the  upgrading  of  Bromley-Heath  and 
Mission  Hill  Extension.   As  you  know,  HUD  rejected  our  proposal 
for  the  implementation  of  a  Target  Projects  Program  (TPP)  at 
Bromley-Heath  in  1975.   Hopefully,  the  proposed  national  housing 
bill  will  become  law  soon  and  the  additional  funds  set  aside  for 
project  modernizations  will  again  begin  to  flow.   I  would  welcome 
any  support  you  could  lend  us  in  our  continued  efforts  to  leverage 
additional  funding  for  the  Bromley-Heath,  Mission  Hill  Extension 
and  V/hitter  Street  projects.   The  significant  investment  v/hich 
the  city,  state,  and  Federal  governments  are  programming  for  the 
corridor  itself  can  only  help  us  in  making  the  case  to  HUD  that 
now  is  the  time  to  provide  substantial  new  funding  to  upgrade 
the  investment  in  housing  which  v;e  already  have  in  place. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  reiterate  that  I  look  forward  to  working 
further  with  you  and  with  concerned  residents  as  the  engineering 
details  begin  to  be  formulated  for  specific  segments  of  the 
orange  line  relocation.   I  feel  confident  that  a  solution  can  be 
found  which  will  minimize  any  potentially  adverse  environmental 
impacts  on  the  Authority's  projects  bordering  the  right  of  way 
yet  maximize  community  development  potential. 

Sincerely  yours , 

Samuel  Thompson      U 
ST/SWG/vea  Administrator        ' 
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Vivienne  S.  Thomson 
15  St.  Rose  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


I  want  to  see  the  construction  of  the  Orange  Line  to  Forest  Hills  as  any 
new  construction  has  to  be  made  accessible  to  the  physically  handicapped. 


Mmt^Mm  Reilly  Corpomtioa 

76  Atherton  St. 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02130 

JA  3-«soa 
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June  21,  1976 


POSITION  OF  COLOURPICTURE  REALTY  CORP.  REGARDING 

THE  SOUTHInIEST  CORRIDOR  TO  WHICH  WE  ARE  AN  ABUTTER 

IN  THE  AREA  DESIGNATED  AS  JACKSON  SQUARE  TO  FOREST  HILLS 


Good  transportation  routes  for  trucks,  cars  and  public 
conveyances  are  the  arteries  and  veins  through,  which-  the  economic 
life  blood  of  any  modern  urban  society  flows.  These  facilities 
must  keep  up  with  the  times  so  that  the  city,  its  people;  its 
commerce  and  industry;  its  medical,  religious  and  educational 
institutions;  and  its  cultural  and  social  activities  can  stay 
healthy. 

While  Eastern  Massachusetts  and  the  Greater  Boston  area 
have  made  tremendous  strides  in  redevelopment  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  virtually  no  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Southwest  portion 
of  our  city.   As  a  result,  in  this  area  we  find  industry  and  commerce 
winding  to  a  halt,  jobs  becoming  more  scarce,  crime  and  violence  more 
prevelant,  while  properties  are  being  neglected  and  property  values 
are  becoming  depressed. 

We  feel  that  this  situation  can  be  corrected  and  the  area  can 
be  improved -for  the  benefit  of  all  segments  of  the  community.   We 
are  in  favor  of  and  endorse  any  or  all  of  the  following  projects: 

1.  Relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  and  subsequent  removal 
of  the  elevated  line  from  Washington  St. 

2.  Extension  of  the  Orange  Line  to  Needham  Center. 

3.  Significant  improvement  in  the  flow  of  street  and 
arterial  highway  traffic  the  entire  length  of  the 
"Southwest  Corridor". 

4.  Rezoning  and  redevelopment  of  the  land  adjacent  to 
and  abutting  as  much  of  the  corridor  as  possible 
for  commerce  and  industry. 

In  our  opinion,  item  #4  above  is  the  crucial  problem.   If 
commercial  and  industrial  areas  could  be  established  as  buffer  zones  be- 
tween transportion  trunk  lines  and  residential  areas,  we  would... 


1.  Improve  the  quality  of  life  in  our  neighborhoods, 

2.  Have  available  attractive  land  for  commerce  and 
industry,  thus  providing  jobs  in  our  cities  where 
needed . 

3.  Solve  numerous  environmental  problems. 

4.  Reduce  construction  or  developmental  costs  for 
highways  and  other  transit  lines  because  the  planners 
could  approach  each  area — be  it  industrial,  commercial 
or  residential — to  satisfy  its  particular  needs  while 
developing  the  project.   By  so  doing,  we  feel  that  site 
work  and  land  damages  would  be  minimized. 

We  urge  the  Community,  City,  State  and  Federal  Government  to  join 
forces  NOW  -  not  in  two,  five  or  ten  years  -  but  NOW.   Save  the  Southwest 
section  of  Boston.   Save  it  from  decay  and  abandonment.   Make  it  a  good 
place  to  live  and  work.   Make  it  a  place  with  a  future. 

Very  truly  yaurp. 


Iq  Alan  J.  Tichnbr 

President 


ry  truly  yaurp;^  A 
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hisponici  office  of  plonning  ond  evoluotion,  inc. 
]/\  somerset  street   boston,  mossochusetts  02108 

telephone:  [617]  723-5630 

July  15,  1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro,  Manager 

Southwest  Corridor  Project 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts   02130         Letter  No.  215-76 

Dear  Mr,  Pangaro: 

Our  review  of  the   Environmental  Impact  Assessment  and  the 
Capital  Grant  Application  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  Pro- 
ject and  our  conversations  with  you,  your  staff,  and  other 
involved  parties  revealed  some  of  the  potential  impacts  of 
the  proposed  project  on  the  neighboring  Hispanic  population 
nuclei.  In  stating  our  support  of  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Project,  we  also  want  to  take  the  time  to  communicate  our 
main  concerns  with  the  expectation  that  firm  agreements 
will  have  been  reached  by  the  time  the  grant  is  finally 
approved. 

The  proposed  project  calls  for,  among  other  things,  a  new 
modified-depressed  rapid  transit  Orange  Line  to  replace 
the  existing  Elevated  oh  Washington  Street.  We  favor  and 
would  prefer  to  see  a  fully  depressed  tunnel  as  the  alternative 
with  the  lowest  level  of  negative  environmental  impacts. 
Hox\?ever,  we  will  support  any  modified-depressed  option 
that  guarantees  that  the  land  fill  will  be  smooth  enough 
and  landscaped  where  necessary  so  as  not  to  present  a  divi- 
sive barrier  between  the  neighborhoods  on  both  sides  of 
the  existing  embankment.  We  look  forward  to  a  settlement 
of  this  issue. 

Also,  we  are  aware  that  commitments  have  been  made  on  the 
development  of  replacement  and/or  new  mass  transportation 
services  to  the  neighborhoods  affected  by  the  loss  of  elcva- 


ted  service.  Part  of:   our  rationale  to  support  the  South- 
west Corridor  Project  is  based  on  a  belief  that  commitments 
to  replace  and/or  improve  services  in  the  affected  neighbor- 
hoods will  be  honored,  that  the  transfer/connection  function 
of  Dudley  Station  v7ill  be  preserved  in  the  Lower  Roxbury  area 
and  that  a  high  degree  of  access  will  be  maintained  for  the 
benefit  of  business  activity  currently  located  at  Dudley 
Station. 

The  filling  of  land  depressions  along  the  route  of  the  Penn 
Central  embankment  includes  filling  terrain  around  Tremont 
Street  as  far  as  approximately  one  and  one  half  blocks  away 
from  the  existing  (and  to  be  removed)  embankment  on  the  Mis- 
sion Hill  side.  The  immediate  Tremont  Street  abutters  to 
the  embankment  are  merchants  who  will  have  to  be  ifelocated 
because  the  land  fill  will  cover  the  sites  of  their  busines- 
ses. As  you  know,  these  merchants  will  not  oppose  the  pro- 
ject in  its  modified-depressed  form  i_f  their  conditions  for 
a  smooth  relocation  and  continuation  of  business  in  the 
neighborhood  are  met.  As  some  of  them  may  be  communicating 
at  the  public  hearing  today,  they  are  concerned  about  their 
entitlement  to  relocation  benefits  and  about  the  kind  of 
agreement  that  may  be  worked  out  to  allow  them  to  relocate 
when  necessary  without  permanently  closing  doors.  They  also 
want  an  agreement  that  will  give  them  top  priority  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  redevelopment  of  the  corridor  and  the  avail- 
ability of  new  commercial  space  when  it  is  ready. 

The  Tremont  Street  Hispanic  merchants  are  looking  for  an 
agreement  that "will  allow  them  to  recoup  the  investments 
they  have  made  on  the  property  they  now  rent  as  well  as 
cover  the  expense  of  relocating  to,  and  refurbishing  a  new 
locale.  One  merchant  may  close  his  doors  and  opt  to  have 
his  business  completely  bought.   These  items  fall  well  within 
MBTA  relocation  benefit  guidelines.  However,  some  problems  may 
emerge  in  instances  where  improvements  have  been  made  without 
proper  records  being  kept  of  them.  We  expect  that  an  exhaustive 
attempt  will  be  made  to  identify  and  equitably  estimate  the 
cost  of  these  improvements  so  that  small  businessmen  with  a 
successful  business  experience  will  not  be  penalized  for 
not  having  been  able  to  keep  records  at  an  expected  level 
for  lack  of  resources  or  technical  expertise  and  experience. 

In  addition,  these  merchants  expect  to  be  given  top  priority 
to  relocate  to  new  commercial  sites  on  the  vicinity  of  the 
new  sub\>7ay  station.  They  expect  a  written  commitment  from 
the  MBTA  on  this  matter.  We  expect  that  they  will  be  given 
such  a  commitment  so  that  if  these  business  ventures  fail  to 
tnaterialize  in  the  future,  it  will  be  because  the  businessmen 


were  not  interested  in-or  capable  of  pursuing- them  and  not 
because  the  MBTA  presented  an  obstacle  to  them.   We  should 
all  be  aware  that  the  Capital  Grant  Application  states  that 
"the  station  (Roxbury  Crossing)  would  include  commercial 
space  along  Tremont  Street,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
relocate  existing  commercial  tenants  that  will  be  displaced 
by  the  project  to  this  space".   This  space  does  not  appear 
in  any  of  the  drawings  of  the  station  because  the  drawings 
do  not  show  enough  detail.   It  is  obvious  that  space  could 
and  should  be  provided  in  the  area  adjacent  to  the  station. 
Therefore,  we  are  requesting  a  specific  MBTA  policy  response 
to  the  question  of  this  kind  of  development  including  a 
statement  as  to  who  would  be  responsible  for  overseeing  the 
development  of  this  parcel.   This  statement  should  mention 
guarantees  that  development  and  relocation  commitments  would 
still  be  honored  in  case  the  MBTA  rescinded  or  transferred 
its  development  rights  to  other  agencies  such  as  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority.   HOPE  will  help  the  merchants  in 
making  sure  that  reasonable  agreements  are  reached. 

The  options  for  the  Corridor  (except  the  no-build  arterial 
options)  call  for  redirecting  New  Dudley  Street  so  it  will 
connect  with  Tremont  Street.   Traffic  volume  estimates  for 
three  options  (no  build,  arterial  to  Jackson  Square,  and 
arterial  to  Forest  Hills)  range  from  13,000  to  15,000  in 
1980  and  15,000  to  17,000  in  the  year  2000  as  compared-  to 
13,000  today.   These  estimates  include  the  development  of 
Campus  High  School  and  Roxbury  Community  College  but  they 
do  not  include- potential  traffic  to  be  generated  by  the 
new  Harvard  Hospital  complex  at  Brigham  Circle  and  the  Mission 
Park  development.   We  are  concerned  that  extra  traffic  volumes 
that  may  be  generated  by  the  Tremont-New  Dudley  streets  connec- 
tion will  bring  pressure  to  widen  Tremont  Street  in  Mission 
Hill.   Property  takings  and  household  relocations  in  a  subs- 
tantially Hispanic  neighborhood  will  not  be  tolerated.   We 
stand  ready  to  support  these  residents,  Hispanos  and  non- 
Hispanos,  in  opposing  the  widening  of  Tremont  Street  in  this 
location  at  any  future  date. 

A  major  socioeconomic  environmental  impact  of  the  proposed 
project  will  be  its  effect  on  the  value  of  land  and  residen- 
tial and  other  property  along  its  route.   Increased  land 
values  will  in  no  doubt  result  in  increases  in  the  cost  of 
housing  along  the  corridor.   This  may  result  in  the  displa- 
cement of  poor  people  as  it  happened  in  the  West  and  South 
Ends  and  other  redevelopment  areas  v/here  private  residential 
investment  capital  was  attracted  through  public  funding  of 
an  infrastructure.   We  believe  that  the  massive  public  invest- 
ment envisioned  for  the  Southwest  Corridor  will  also  attract 


private  capital  to  this  area.   The  best  ways  to  protect 
local  residents  from  displacements  caused  by  higher  housing 
costs  is  to  both  develop  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
on  some  of  the  parcels  -as  planned  in  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Plan-  and  to  provide  increased  purchasing  power  to  these 
households  through  employment  opportunities  in  the  construc- 
tion industry,  the  MBTA  in  general,  as  well  as  other  emplo- 
yers.  Providing  construction  jobs  in  the  development  of 
the  Southwest  Corridor  is  certainly  a  way  to  make  it  possible 
for  some  of  the  local  residents  to  get  good  paying  joIds  that 
will  allow  them  to  meet  the  costs  of  housing  in  the  future. 
Providing  Orange  Line  maintenance  jobs  to  community  people 
may  do  the  same  while  probably  increasing  the  interest  of  the 
worker  in  the  maintenance  of  a  line  that  happens  to  be  a  fix- 
ture in  his/her  own  neighborhood,  and  thus  something  worth- 
while to  preservexsn'^.goddssaape. 

Therefore,  we  join  the  Community  Task  Force  on  Construction 
in  its  demands  for  a  fair  share  of  construction  jobs  and 
contract  set-asides  to  the  minorities  and  the  poor  along 
the  corridor.   In  making  this  statement,  we  also  want  to  make 
it  clear  that  significant  concentrations  of  opressed  Spanish- 
speaking  people  reside  in  Lynn,  Salem,  Chelsea,  Somerville, 
Cambridge,  Framingham,  Woburn,  Peabody  and  Waltham  and  that 
we  expect  that  any  formulas  to  provide  jobs  for  minorities  will 
not  result  in  denying  job  opportunities  to  these  people  in 
this  or  other  MBTA  projects. 

Besides  construction  jobs,  we  are  interested  in  further  ex- 
ploring the  issue  of  the  availability  of  permanent  full 
time  jobs  for  Hispanos  at  the  MBTA  and  of  general  informa'-'  ■  - 
tion  to  the  segment  of  the  Spanish-speaking  population  that 
does  not  speak  English.  ' 

A  look  at  the  MBTA  Employment  Data  Sheet  as  of  December  31, 
1975  shoxvs  11  Spanish-surnamed  employees  in  a  total  labor 
force  of  6,498  full  time  employees.   That  represents  one 
sixth  of  one  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  employees  when 
Hispanos  make  up  at  least  two  percent  of  the  metropolitan 
population  (60,000  to  80,000  out  of  3,000,000)  and  five  to 
ten  per  cent  of  the  Boston  population  (35,000-55,000  out  of 
650,000). 

At  the  same  time,  some  efforts  have  been  made  to  provide 
information  in  Spanish  to  the  Spanish-speaking  public. 
However,  some  of  these  efforts  are  blatantly  deficient. 
On  walking  into  Park  Street  Station  you  may  find  a  sign  in 


Spanish  that  tells  you  that  catalogues  are  available  in 
the  Spanish  language,  [lo^/ever,  when  you  request  your 
catalogue  you  first  find  that  the  attendant  can  hardly 
help  you  for  he  speaks  no  Spanish  and  that  instead  of  a  cata- 
logue, all  you  get  are  the  specific  route  schedules.  V^aat 
good  is  this  service? 

If  the  "Assurance  of  Compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964"  included  right  after  Chairman  Kiley's 
cover  letter  to  the  Capital  Grant  Application  is  to  mean 
anything  to  us,  then  we  expect  the  MBTA  to  move  ahead  with  af- 
firmative action  guidelines  for  the  Spanish-speaking  both  in 
terms  of  jobs  as  well  as  services  in  general.  These  affir- 
mative action  guidelines  should  reflect  the  fact  that  appro- 
ximately 65%  of  Boston's  Hispanic  population  is  Puerto  Rican. 
And  they  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  the  above  mentioned 
Civil  Rights  Assurance  explicitly  states  "that  where  the 
Recipient  receives  Federal  financial  assistance  to  construct 
a  facility,  or  part  of  a  facility,  the  assurance  shall 
extend  to  the  entire  facility  and  facilities  operated  in 
connection  therewith".  We  hope  that  the  Urban  Mass  Transit 
Administration  will  be  diligent  in  monitoring  compliance  of 
the  MBTA  with  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964. 

Besides  increased  numbers  of  Spanish-speaking  employees 
such  as  bus  drivers  who  can  answer  questions  in  Spanish 
in  routes  and  stations  with  a  significant  Hispanic  rider- 
ship,  we  suggest  that  maps  and  public  information  be  label- 
ed in  Spanish  and  English  at  stations  where  significant 
numbers  of  Hispanic  persons  will  be  expected  to  board  the 
trains;  presumably  at  stations  such  as  Roxbury  Crossing, 
Jackson  Square,  and  Boylston  and  Green  Streets. 

In  spite  of  the  MBTA's  extremely  poor  record  with  the 
Spanish-speaking,  we  must  acknowledge  your  personal  inter- 
est and  concern  with  the  problems  of  this  minority  group 
and  the  increased  access  you  have  provided  or  helped  to 
provide  through  the  hiring  of  people  like  Sebastian  Jurado 
in  the  past  and  through  seeking  Hispanic  participation  in 
project-related  committees  as  in  the  case  of  the  Replace- 
ment Service  Consultant  Evaluation  Committee  and  the  Joint 
Regional  Transportation  Committee. 

As  a  watchdog  of  interests  of  Hispanic  groups  and  residents 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Hispanic  Office  of  Planning  and 
Evaluation  intends  to  pursue  negotiations  that  will  lead  or 
help  to  lead  to  agreements  in  relation  to  the  issues  mention- 
ed in  this  letter.  As  long  as  the  MBTA  shows  the  willingness 
to  negotiate  positively  that  your  personally  have  demonstrated 
in  the  past^  V7e  will  wholeheartedly  continue  to  support  the 


development  oi:  the  Boston  link  of  ihe  most  important 
trarsspox-tation  corridor  of  the  Northeast,  the  Southv7est 
Corridor. 


Sincerely, 


Migue"!  A.  Torrado 
Executive  Director 


MAT/zs 


Hon.  Edward  Kennedy 

Hon.  Edward  Brooke 

Hon.  Joseph  Moakley 

His  Excellency,  Michael  S.  Dukakis 

Hon.  Bill  Owens 

Hon.  William  M.  Bulger 

Hon.  Arthur  J.  Lewis,  Jr. 

Hon.  Joseph  B.  Walsh 

Hon.  Joseph  F.  Timilty 

Hon.  Melvin  H.  King 

Hon.  Elaine  Noble 

Hon.  Mary  H.  Goode 

Hon.  Doris  Bunte 

Hon.  Kevin  W.  Fitzgerald 

Hon,  James  J,  Craven 

Hon.  John  G,  Kelleher 

Hon,  Richard  F.  Finnigan 

Hon.  Robert  L.  Fortes 

Hon.  Royal  L.  Boiling,  Jr. 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Patricelli,  UMTA 

Ms.  Sallyanne  Pay ton,  UMTA 

Mr.  Frederick  P.  Salvucci,  EOTC 

Ms.  Kay  Gibbs,  EOTC 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Kiley,  MBTA 

Mr.  John  Carroll,  DPW 

Mr.  Hugh  M.  Wade,  MCAD 

Ms.  Frieda  Garcia,  HOPE 

Ms.  Angel ita  Garcia,  IMAGE 

Ms.  Angeles  Rodriguez,  Alianza  Hispana 

Mr.  Daniel  Soltren,  Inquilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion 
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Ward  11  Civic  Association 

40  Iff  ley  Road    —    Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 


MICHAEL   J.    TUOHEY,    PRESIDENT 


July  14,  1976 


r.  Anthony  Pangaro 

00  Arborway 

amaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 

ear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

The  members  of  the  Ward  11  Civic  Club  are  concerned  about  the 
lans  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  and  the  outcome  on  the 
eople  of  Jamaica  Plain.   Our  group,  whose  members  have  lived  in  Jamaica 
lain  most,  if  not  all  of  their  lives,  see  that  the  only  hope  for  the 
uture  of  our  community  is  to  revitalize  and  beautify  the  Southwest  Cor- 
idor . 

We  must  construct  the  new   Orange  Line  and  railroad  facility 
long  with  a  parkway,  greenbelt,  and  bikepath.   This  will  make  homes  and 
jsinesses  more  attractive  and  our  streets  safer  and  quieter.   M.B.T.A. 
srvice  will  be  improved  for  the  whole  community. 

In  an  area  now  so  badly  blighted,  the  tearing  down  of  the  ugly 
lilroad  embankment  and  the  completion  of  a  new  depressed  train  line  would 
\i   a  great  boost  to  our  area. 

If  it  is  the  decision  of  the  government  to  ignore  the  needs  of 
..imaica  Plain  and  allow  it  to  be  turned  into  an  industrial  alley,  broken 
\)  only  by  low  income  housing  projects,  we  can  foresee  only  the  future 
C'.cline  of  our  community.   We  urge  the  right  decision  to  be  made,  and  once 
r.de,  to  ba  acted  upon  QUICKLY. 

MICHAEL  J.  TUOHEY 


.PRESIDENT 


»^ 


John  C.  Verret 

26  Walpole  Street 

Sharon,  Massachusetts   02067 


Mass.  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

Construction  Directorale 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.   02130 


June  2,  19  76 


Dear  Sir  (s) : 

On  Friday,  May  28,  I  received  a  copy  of  your  notice 
announcing  the  June.  22,  1976  public  hearing  on  the 
Capital  Grant  Application  for  Relocating  the  Orange 
Line  and  Improving  Amtrak's  Right  of  Way.   This  letter 
is  in  response  to  that  notice. 

I  wish  to  protest  the  by-passing  of  Back  Bay  Station 
during  the  construction  of  the  new  line.   I  thought  that 
we  (the  commuters  who  use  Back  Bay)  had  made  it  clear  to 
you  people  last  year  that  this  would  create  an  intolerable 
inconvenience  for  us. 

Your  proposal  to  run  a  shuttle  train  from  South  Station  to 
Back  Bay  looks  good  on  paper,  however,  your  estimate  of  a 
10  minute  increase  in  travel  time  is  ridiculous.   It  will 
take  ten  minutes  just  to  debark  from  the  inbound  train  and 
walk  to  a  different  platform  to  catch  the  shuttle.   In  the 
summertime,  under  ideal  conditions,  the  increase  would  be 
more  like  20-25  minutes.   In  the  wintertime,  you  know  darn 
well  that  the  increase  will  be  more  like  35-45  minutes. 

This  weekend  I  talked  with  more  than  30  commuters  from  Sharon 
and  Foxboro  about  your  proposal.   We  all  feel  that  you  are 
forcing  us  to  either  commute  by  car  or  move  to  an  area  which 
will  provide  reasonable  commuter  service.   I  for  one  don't 
have  or  want  a  second  car,  nor  do  I  have  the  money  to  move. 
Your  proposal  is  unfair  to  thousands  of  families  who  depend 
on  the  service  in  its  present  form. 


-Two- 


We  were  told  last  Winter  that  we  had  won;  that  the  idea 
of  by-passing  Back  Bay  station  was  abandoned.   The  al- 
ternatives had  been  to  either  by-pass  Back  Bay  and  complete 
the  job  in  4  years  or  continue  service  as  is,  reducing 
speeds  on  the  line  to  20  m.p.h.  from  Forrest  Hills  to  Back 
Bay,  and  completing  the  job  in  8  years.   We  opted  for  the 
second  alternative  then  and  we  still  want  it  that  way. 

In  your  notice  you  say  that  the  work  would  begin  in  2  years 
and  be  completed  in  another  four  years.   When  is  the  last 
time  you  or  any  government  department  ever  completed  any 
major  project  within  original  time  or  budget  projections? 

Once  again,  we  are  being  misled  and  conned  by  an  uncontrol- 
able,  unrestrained  buracracy.   We  want  our  service  to  remain 
as  is . 


Very  truly  yours , 
fohw   C.    Verret 


Senator  Joseph  Timilty 
Representative  Larry  Buxbaum 


MASSACHUSETTS 
\    BAY 
j    TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITY 


500  Arborway.  Boston,  Mass.  02130 


Mr.  John  C.  Verret 

26  Walpole  Street 

Sharon,  Massachusetts   02067 


June  18,  1976 
Dear  Mr.  Verret: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  June  2,  1976  regarding  the 
Southwest  Corridor  Public  Hearing. 

Please  be  advised  that  a  thorough  examination  of  al- 
ternatives to  temporarily  discontinuing  rail  service 
has  been  made.   A  summary  of  this  analysis  and  of  the 
inconvenience  to  rail  passangers  is  attached. 

Rail  shuttle  service  is^  estimated  to  add  no  more  than 
ten  minutes  to  your  travel  time —   5  minutes  to  walk 
to  the  proper  platform  plus  3  minutes  moving  on  the 
rails. 

I  am  quite  concerned  that  you  state  that  you  were  told 
that  you  had  "won"  and  were  mislead.   Please  note  that 
the  flyer  stating  that  someone  had"won"  was  apparent- 
ly printed  by  a  fellow  commuter,  but  was  unsigned.   I 
am  afraid  that  these  anonymous  leaflets  are  the  source 
of  misleading  information. 

At  an  important  public  meeting  held  in  Sharon  on  Janu- 
ary 22,  1976  people  expressed  their  dislike  of  the 
option  that  would  increase  the  length  of  construction 
time.   I  do  not  recall  anyone  who  expressed  the  desire 
to  do  so  or  to  restrict  rail  service  to  20  m.p.h.  speeds 
as  you  do  in  your  letter . 

We  will  record  your  disfavor  about  the  project. 

Sincerely, 


outhwest 


fSS 


tyCoecdma  tJ^:^ec/eoA'     ^i^ar^e/i/  John  A.  Vitagliano 

June   21,    1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Corridor  Project  Manager 

M.  B.  T.  A. 

500  Arborway 

Boston,  Massachusetts: 

Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

In  lieu  of  a  personal  appearance  at  the  June  22,  1976,  public  hearing  regarding 
the  Southwest  Corridor  Orange  Line  Project,  I  am  submitting  this  letter  as  an 
indication  of  my  enthusiastic  support  for  this  vital  development.   The  comple- 
tion of  the  Orange  Line  Project  will  have  a  positive  impact  in  stabilizing  the 
housing  stock  of  many  of  Boston's  residential  neighborhoods  in  the  Southeast 
Corridor  area. 

For  example,  the  significantly  improved  transit  access  to  downtown  Boston  will 
clearly  be  an  asset  to  the  Southwest  Corridor  neighborhoods  that  historically 
have  suffered  from  marginal  services.   I  am  sure  that  this  improved  transit  will 
be  a  major  factor  in  helping  many  families  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  to  decide 
in  favor  of  remaining  in  the  City  rather  than  opting  for  a  move  to  the  suburbs. 

Another  benefit  to  Boston's  housing  stock  from  the  Orange  Line  will  be  the  removal 
of  the  old  elevated  line  down  Washington  Street.   This  unsightly  structure  has  had 
a  blighting  influence  on  many  neighborhoods  for  far  too  long,  and  only  its  complete 
removal  will  give  us  the  opportunity  to  begin  rebuilding  these  areas.   I  dont  be- 
lieve it  is  only  a  coincidence  that  the  historic  delineation  of  the  Boston  Model 
Cities  area  is  nearly  bisected  by  the  old  elevated  structure. 

I  realize  that  there  are  some  design  alternatives  remaining,  including  the  depth  of 
the  cut  for  the  new  rail  lines,  and  I  trust  that  the  final  decisions  will  only  be 
made  after  consultation  with  all  of  tlie  affected  interest  groups.   However,  I  am 
confident  that  the  completion  of  the  Orange  Line  Project  will  have  a  significant 
positive  effect  on  many  of  Boston's  residential  neighborhoods  and  I  hope  that  it 
will  be  approved  immediately. 


John  A.  Vitagliano 

Commissioner 

d 


(8^ 

John  T.  Walsh 
44  Martin  St 
W.  Roxbu ry,  MA 

It  is  my  view  that,  if  the  orange  line  is  relocated  to  the  railroad  bed  in 
Southwest  corridor,  it  should  be  placed  on  the  existing  railbed  without 
depressing  the  tracks.  I  think  that  a  depressed  rail  line  would  be  a 
noisy,  echo  chamber.  Furthermore,  there  is  the  distressing  thought  that 
objects  might  be  thrown  down  onto  the  trains  from  high  spots.  There  is 
a  reasonable  possibility  of  such  vandalism  at  certain  points  along  the 
proposed  transit  line.  Past  incidents  demonstrate  that  serious  damage, 
especially  to  passengers,  has  been  done  to  Budd  Liners  when  boulders  have 
been  thrown  down  from  higher  elevations.  Also,  it  would  seem  that  in  many 
instances  the  existing  elevation  of  the  tracks  would  help  in  survaillence 
of  the  roadway  and  in  deterring  vandals  who  would  prefer  not  to  be  seen  or 
photographed  in  any  possible  misdeed. 


MO 

Mattie  Watts 


I  am  a  member  of  St.  John  M.B.  Church,  135  Vernon  St.  I  am  unable  to 
attend  the  Meeting. 

I  am  agreeable  with  whatever  is  done  for  the  citizens  of  this  city. 


IV 


Karen  Wepsic 
84  Prince  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


My  child  is  enrolled  in  the  Neighborhood  House  Summer  Camp  Program  on 
Amory  St,  Jamaica  Plain.  I  noticed  that  there  is  an  apparently  thriving 
electrical  business  (Brown  &  Co.  electrical  contractors)  right  across 
the  street  and  abutting  the  R.R.  tracks.  After  I  attended  one  of  the 
meetings  sponsored  by  the  State  at  the  Agassiz  school,  I  spontaneously 
popped  in  at  Brown's  to  ask  them  if  they  knew  what  was  coming.  This 
was  apparently  the  first  they  had  heard  of  it.  After  wading  through 
the  volumes  at  the  local  library  (Sedgewick  St.)  I  came  upon  the  statement 
in  the  State's  grant  application  to  the  Federal  Government  that  they 
specifically  did  not  notify  those  businesses  and  residences  which  would 
be  taken  of  any  public  meetings.  I  can't  believe  that  everyone  is 
expected  to  read  the  legal  pages  every  day  of  the  newspapers.  Figuring 
H   for  a  Xerox  copy  of  the  notice,  2(t  for  an  envelope,  ^3i   for  a  stamp, 
say  ZOi   per  mailing  for  maybe  50-100  addresses  plus  $30  for  a  secretary 
to  do  the  addressing  and  stuffing  one  get  maximum  $50  to  do  this.  This 
is  miniscule  to  what  it  must  have  cost  to  do  the  environmental  impact 
statement  plus  the  grant  application. 

In  addition,  the  philosophy  of  not  telling  anyone  anything  is  alien  to  a 
democracy  especially  a  citizen  participatory  democracy. 


/^^ 


/  J 


[yy   name  is  T-'ary  './heeler.   T  live  at  21   loiith  I't .  in  a  '?G 
unit  buildinf?:  vvhich  directly  abuts  the  southv/est  corridor  and 
I  am  opposed  to  the  construction  of  the  proposed  arterial  street 
through  Jamaica  Flain.   I  feel  it  would  become  a  barrier  seperatin''- 
about  one  third  of  the  community  from  business  and  recreation  areas 
and  from  the  rest  of  the  community.   This  has  an  especially  nerr- 
ative  effect  in  Jamaica  Plain,  v/hich  has  been  knov/n  and  cited  as  an 
area  of  ethnic  diversity,  in  that  the  sep:nent  -.f  the  community  to 
the  west  of  the  corridor  is  larfrely  black  and  H-^  spanic  and  the  road 
would  serve  to  isolate  these  areas  and  encourage  neighborhood  seg- 
regation.  In  addition  these  areas  will  already  be  facing  transpor- 
tation problems  with  the  realignment  of  the  orange  line  which  will 
discontinue  thrdsugh  service  to  the  Dudley  and  Egleston  Square  areas. 
The  proposed  road  would  also  serve  as  an  obatacle  to  cross  town 
traffic  necessitating  stop  lights  at  many  intersections  and  adding 
increased  travel  tim.e,  noise  and  air  pollution  from,  stopping,  going 
and  idling  and  congestion  from  backed  up  cars  '.-aiting  at  these  inter- 
sections.  Ho  study  was  done  on  the  impact  of  these  8  intersections 
although  it  has  been  estimated  that  trcffi.c  on  Green,  Boylston  and 
Center  St.  Hear  Hyde  Square  will  increase  by  a  total  of  /l,000  cars! 

Another  reason  why  I  am  opposed  to  the  construction   of  this 
I'oad  is  that  the  city  of  Boston   is  planning  to  build  a  nev/  hi:ch 
school  on  the  Boston  Gas  site  on  i-'c"'^iride  St.,  a  parcel  v^7hich  directly 
abuts  the  southv/est  corrid.r.   I  think  the  road  would  be  a  safety 
hazard  to  students  traveling  to  and  f^-oni  school,  and  the  noise  and 
air  pollution  from  a  street  carryinr:  Dt,^^^  .cars  a  day  could  not  be 
conducive  to  study.   The  Tvnvironm^"^ntal  impact  --.nalysir  has  not  dealt 
v/ith  those  and  other  t.roblems.   It  v-zms  i  nco;r;pleto  in   many  '..reas 


"and  lacking  the  kind  of  inforraat:^on  that  abutters   and  com  unity 
I'.'Siden^.s  most  v/anted .   For  example  there  v/as  no  study  done  on 
trucks  using  the  arterial  and   since  there  is  no  direct  route 
through  s  -u-hern  Boston  at  this  time,  tliis  arterial  v;ould  be  ideal 
for  truckers  and  would  probably  become  a  major  truck  "  onte.   Truck 
drivers  in  Jamaica  Plain  have  stated  this,  and  other  truckers  they 
have  spoken  to  say  they  would  ^Icfinetly  use  this  street  if  it  v/ere 
constructed. 

The  last  reason  I  am  opposed  to  this  road  is  that  if  the  road 
must  continue  out  of  Jackson  oquare  there  already  exists  an  alterna- 
tive route  for  it  to  take.   That  is  iip  Columbus  Ave.  to  Seaver  St. 
to  Blue  Hill  Ave.   All  of  these  streets  are  already  of  arterial 
size  and  funds  w-mld  be  much  better  spent  on  rehabilitating;  these 
roads  and  hopefully  bringin^^  increased  trade  to  b-  siness  in  the 
area.   In  addition  the  use  of  this  route  for  the  arterial  has  been 
approved  by  Roxbury  Community  leaders. 

Finally  I  do  support  the  construction  'if  a  now  oranci-o  line 

but  only  under  the  condition  that  it  be  fully  depressed.   Isupport 

the  idea  of  mass  transi.t  but  why  build  a  j,  est  and  hop.^fully  con- 
venient new  transit  line  and  then  foolishly  offer  cominuters  a 

new  road  to  drive  rip:''"it  next  to  it. 


JA  2-3536  \^  LO  64397 

A.    WILSON,    Inc. 

364     AMORY     STREET  JAMAICA     PLAIN,     MASS. 

Industrial  and  Foundry   Scrap 

Heavy  Duty  Dismantling  of  

ELECTRIC  MOTORS  -  BOILERS  -  TANKS  -  MACfflNERY 


July  26,   1976 


Mr.  Anthony  Pangaro 

Southwest  Project  Manager  -  MBTA 

500  Arborway 

Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts  02130 


Dear  Mr.  Pangaro: 

A.  Wilson,  Inc.,  66  Cornwall  St.,  364  Amory  St.,  350-352  Amory  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Mass.  is  the  location  and  further  additional  location  of  our  scrap 
operation.  We  have  been  located  at  most  of  this  area  for  many,  many  years. 

Through  the  years  our  business  has  expanded  \jery   considerably  and  e'^ery 
bit  of  land  and  building  areas  are  essential  to  the  successful  continuance 
of  our  operation. 

In  fact,  we  have  been  negotiating  to  purchase  further  properties  in  the 
area  (not  necessarily  for  scrap  yard  purposes);  to  improve  their  condition 
and  appearance,  and  further  our  income  potential. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  Relocated  Orange  Line  and  Jamaica  Plain  Arterial 
Street:  I  believe  it  will  improve  appearances  along  its  route.  I  don't 
believe  it  will  hinder  business  in  the  area  (ironically,  it  will  probably 
improve  it  by  being  safer  and  more  pleasant  than  the  old  "El"  and  embankment 
structures),  and  generally  stop  much,  if  not  all,  of  the  damage  done  by 
people  throwing  rocks,  etc.  along  the  route.  Furthermore,  I  feel  that  the 
road  would  alleviate  some  traffic  problems  which  have  constantly  plagued 
the  area. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  in  order  to  accomplish  the  Relocation  and 
Arterial  Street  a  portion  of  my  property  will  be  taken.  It  would  curtail  my 
operation  to  a  tremendous  degree  -  so  much  so  that  it  would  force  us  to 
find  an  alternate  location.  We  have  been  busy  trying  to  add  to  our  land 
and  building  area  -  noi^  suddenly,  we  would  have  to  reverse  this  whole 
process.  This  would  not  only  stifle  our  continued  growth  but  knock  what  we 
have  accomplished  all  to  pieces.  If  part  of  our  yard  or  building  is  taken, 
I  would  be  forced  to  relocate  our  entire  operation  because  any  part  of  the 
whole  would  render  the  whole  obsolete.  Machinery  essential  to  our  operation 
would  no  longer  function  safely. 


July  26,  1976 
Mr.  Pangaro 
Page  2 


I  would  further  like  to  note  that  we  have  been  happy  located  where  we  are. 
not  asking  for  an  excuse  to  get  out,  and  would  remain  in  the  area  if  left 
entirely  untouched. 


rs-t^t-^— 


Ronald  Wilson 
Vice  President 


V^  '^>j*i(ii>ij'lAs    Sr- 

'""  JP.      /^.      62, ^O 

Jamii^  0^\^     \/r?^^     ^2(^£;) 

r/^eii^    /e"^  '"^  ^0  cvi  iltciftiQ  ^/i(/  A^^f  V^s 
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Susan  Winbourne 
22  Clive  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  Ma 


The  main  reason  I  have  for  opposing  this  arterial  is  I  do  not  want  to  see 

the  Jamaica  Plain  community  segregated.  In  the  face  of  the  movement  to 

segregate  the  communities  of  Boston,  it  is  important  to  oppose  this 
movement  whenever  it  crops  up. 


•        EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 

Secretary  of  Transportation 
Frederick  Salvucci 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Jamaica  Pond  Association  is  an  incorporated 
neighborhood  association  organized  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  Jamaica  Pond  neighborhood  area. 

We  are  totally  self-sufficient  and  we  operate  on 
funds  contributed  only  by  our  membership.  We  seek  no  help 
from  advocacy  groups  nor  are  we  funded  by  government 
agencies  or  private  foundations. 

In  our  articles  of  incorporation  the  Jamaica  Pond 
neighborhood  area  is  defined  as  bounded  by  Jamaica  Pond  and 
Centre  Street  and  by  the  Arborway  and  Castleton  Street. 

Naturally  our  membership  is  deeply  concerned  about 
LA  the  impact  of  automobile  traffic  along  our  streets 

I"  generated  by  the  proposed  SouthWest  Corridor  project. 

At  present  the  Jamaicaway  and  Centre  Street  are 
heavily  traveled  by  cars  and  trucks  moving  through 
Jamaica  Plain.   Therefore  we  support  the  proposed 
Orange  Line  Transit  system.  We  strongly  urge  that  the 
fully  depressed  method  be  followed  regardless  of  cost. 

Since  the  proposed  arterial  roadway  from  the 
South  End  will  be  ending  at  Jacksoji  Square  we  strongly 
urge  that  it  will  be  continued  to  Forest  Hills  so 
that  auto  traffic  coming  off  the  arterial  road  would 
not  be  forced  to  travel  along  Centre  Street  and 
through  our  side  streets  on  to  the  Jamaicaway. 

We  believe  that  realistically  we  can  not  stop 
commuting  drivers  from  passing  through  Jamaica  Plain. 

The  proposed  Neighborhood  Service  Road  would 
keep  them  off  streets  like  Amory ,  Lamartine,  Washington, 
as  well  as  Centre  and  the  Jamaicaway. 

In  summation  we  feel  that  the  long  run  benefits 
to  the  entire  Jamaica  Plain  community  resulting  from 
a  fully  depressed  roadway  and  transit  system  will 
'  fully  justify  the  additional  cp«±s. 


Vnr    +b*»    Hoar'd    of    Directors  C/ 


For  the  Board  of  Directors 

JAMAICA    POND    ASSOCIATION         JAMAICA   PLAIN,  MASS.  02130 


PETITION 


The  signatures  of  the  following  are  those  who  live  in  the  Jamaica  Plain 
South  Area.  The  folks  I  have  talked  with  are  in  favor  of  a  depressed 
rail  system  and  one  with  quality  landscaping  which  sould  consist  of 
evergreen  trees  and  planters  of  concrete  design  so  that  every  year 
flowers  can  be  maintained  in  a  systematic  fashion  of  landscaping.  We 
are  also  in  favor  of  a  road  system  adjacent  to  the  depressed  rail  system, 
and  any  arterial  system  which  of  course  would  enhance  the  neighborhood 
it  serves  with  proper  landscaping. 


There  were  8  signatures  of  Jamaica  Plain  residents  affixed  to  this 
petition. 


PETITION 


The  Central  Improvement  Association,  Inc.  conducted  a  poll  of  people  in 
the  area  that  will  be  affected  by  the  proposed  arterial  street.  Our 
findings  were  that  the  majority  of  the  people  polled  were  in  favor  of 
such  a  street. 


There  were  37  signatures  of  Jamaica  Plain  residents  affixed  to  this 
petition. 


PETITION 


We,  the  undersigned,  support  a  semi -depressed  arterial  street  on  the 
Southwest  Corridor  land  in  Jamaica  Plain  along  the  new  rapid  transit 
line.  First  choice  is  1-95. 


There  were  54  signatures  of  Jamaica  Plain  residents  affixed  to  this 
petition. 


PETITION 


TO:  Hearing  Officer  M.B.T.A.  and  Public  Works  Department  -  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 

July  15,  1976 

State  Library,  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Massachusetts 


We,  the  undersigned  residents  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  area,  want  the  new 
four  lane  Parkway  street  built  in  Jamaica  Plain  -  to  take  cars,  trucks 
and  buses  off  Washington  Street,  Amory  Street,  Lamartine  Street,  Forest 
Hills  Street,  Centre  Street,  South  Street  and  the  Jamaicaway,  thereby 
reducing  the  safety  hazards  to  our  families  and  children,  along  with 
congestion  and  noise. 


There  were  50  signatures  of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roxbury  residents  affixed 
to  this  petition. 


Stone  &  Webster  Engineering  Corporation 
245  Summer  St 
Boston,  MA 


COMMUTER  PETITION 

The  undersigned  strongly  oppose  the  disruption  of  commuter  rail  service 
as  proposed  by  the  MBTA,  including 

--  termination  of  the  Needham  Branch 

--  closing  of  Back  Bay  Station 

--  the  expenditure  of  over  $16  million  dollars  in  taxpayers'  funds 
to  refurbish  the  Midland  Freight  Line  and  rerouting  of  trains 
between  Readville  and  South  Station 

--  substantial  increase  in  motor  vehicle  traffic  and  air  pollution 
in  the  downtown  Boston  area 


There  were  approximately  465  signatures  of  Stone  &  Webster  employees 
affixed  to  this  petition. 


PETITION 


Honorable  Micahel  S.  Dukakis 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

State  House,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Sir: 

WE  WISH  TO  KEEP  ALL  OF  THE  TRAIN  SERVICE  WE  NOW  HAVE.  WE  REGISTER  HERE 
OUR  OPPOSITION  TO  AN^  PLAN  WHICH  WILL  DEPRIVE  US,  TEMPORARILY  OR 
PERMANENTLY,  OF  TRAIN  SERVICE  AS  IT  NOW  EXISTS  IN  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR. 


There  were  2400  signatures  which  have  been  submitted  as  rail  line 
commuters  affixed  to  this  petition. 


c^^- 


PETITION 


■-  New  Tracks  in  the  Southwest  Corridor  (removal  of  the  elevated  structure) 

--  New  modern  stations  from  Forest  Hills  to  downtown  tunnel  (Essex, 
Washington,  State  and  Haymarket  already  under  remodeling) 

--  New  stations  at  Back  Bay  and  South  Cove  (N.E.  Medical  Center) 

--  Shorter  riding  time  -  with  no  more  delays  -  new  climate  controlled  cars 


MBTA  COMMITMENT  FOR  NEW  TRACKING  -  NEW  STATIONS  FOR  EITHER  ORANGE  LINE 
EXTENSION  OR  COMMUTER  RAIL  TO  ROUTE  128 


The  MBTA  has  proposed  to  replace  the  Orange  Line: 

Their  proposal  is  supported  by: 

West  Roxbury  Local  Advisory  Council 

Roslindale  Association  for  Community  Development 

Roslindale  Improvement  Association 


This  petition  contained  signatures  of  approximately  800  rapid  transit  riders. 


o^^ 


Neighborhood  Coalition  of  Jamaica  Plain 


PETITION 


WE,  the  undersigned,  OPPOSE  THE  PROPOSED  ARTERIAL  STREET  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
that  would  run  from  Forest  Hills  to  Jackson  Sq.  carrying  32,000  cars, 
trucks  and  buses  daily,  BECAUSE: 

*  it  will  encourage  more  suburban  traffic  through  Jamaica  Plain 
and  will  increase  the  amount  of  traffic  on  several  residential 
streets,  AND 

*  it  will  isolate  one  third  of  Jamaica  Plain's  population  from 
the  rest  of  the  community,  AND 

*  it  will  increase  noise  and  air  pollution. 
FURTHERMORE— 

*  it  is  illogical  to  divert  riders  from  the  new  transit  system 
by  putting  a  road  right  next  to  it. 


WE  also  wish  to  register  OUR  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  DEPRESSION  OF  THE  NEW  ORANGE 
LINE  AND  RAIL  RIGHT  OF  WAY,  including  REMOVAL  OF  THE  EMBANKMENT,  MAXIMUM 
SAFETY  FOR  THE  COMMUNITY  AND  MINIMIZATION  OF  BARRIER  EFFECTS. 


There  were  approximately  1500  names  affixed  to  this  petition,  all  residents 
of  either  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  or  Hyde  Park. 
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